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' Her femme de chambre came to tell me that the 
duke was in the passage.'* 

Drawn by Edmund H. Garrett, etched by W. H. W. Bicknell. 
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DEDICATION, 



PBBFIXED TO THE FIRST COLLECTED EDITION OF THE 

authob's wobks in 1840. 



My deab Mother, — In inscnbing with your beloved 
and honored name this Collection of my Works, I could 
wish that the fruits of my manhood were worthier of the 
tender and anxious pains bestowed upon my education 
in youth. 

Left yet young, and with no ordinary accomplish- 
ments and gifts, the sole guardian of your sons, to them 
you devoted the best years of your useful and spotless 
life; and any success it be their fate to attain in the 
paths they have severally chosen, would have its princi- 
pal sweetness in the thought that such success was the 
reward of one whose hand aided every struggle, and 
whose heart sympathized in every care. 

From your graceful and accomplished taste, I early 
learned that affection for literature which has exercised 
so large an influence over the pursuits of my life ; and 
you, who were my first guide, were my earliest critic. 
Do you remember the summer days, which seemed to 
me so short,- when you repeated to me those old ballads 
with which Percy revived the decaying spirit of our 
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national miuse, or the smooth couplets of Pope, or those 
gentle and polished verses with the composition of which 
you had heguiled your own earlier leisure f It was those 
easy lessons, far more than the harsher rudiments learned 
subsequently in schools, that taught me to admire and 
to imitate; and in them I recognize the germ of the 
flowers, however perishable they be, that I now bind up 
and lay upon a shrine hallowed by a thousand memories 
of unspeakable affection. Happy, while I borrowed 
from your taste, could I have found it not more difficult 
to imitate your virtues, your spirit of active and ex- 
tended benevolence, your cheerful piety, your consider- 
ate justice, your kindly charity, — and all the qualities 
that brighten a nature more free from the thought of 
self, than any it has been my lot to meet with. Never 
more than .at this moment did I wish that my writings 
were possessed of a merit which might outlive my time, 
so that at least these lines might remain a record of the 
excellence of the mother, and the gratitude of the son. 

£. L. B. 
LOHDON, Januarjf 4, 184a 
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INTRODUCTION. 

It has been truly said that it rarely happens that 
an author strikes the true vein of his genius with 
the first shaft that he sinks. Bulwer was no ex- 
ception to the rule. ** Falkland/' a work of some 
promise for a youth, is pervaded by a morbid senti- 
mentality of the German type, and is full of faults 
of design and execution, which the author frankly 
confesses in one of his prefaces to " Pelham." The 
time spent in the composition of this abortive pro- 
duction was not, however, wholly wasted. The task 
wrought upon his mind, he tells us, an effect exactly 
similar to that which the writing of " Werther " pro- 
duced upon Goethe's ; it cleansed his bosom of the 
"perilous stuff" that weighed upon it, and he was 
able thereafter to return to real life and healthier 
themes for his pen. 

In " Pelham," which appeared only a year later, 
the young novelist spread his wings for a far loftier 
flight, and his success was proportionate to his 
daring. Whatever may be thought of the literary 
or moral qualities of these "Adventures of a Gentle- 
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man/' the most captious critic cannot deny that it 
was a wonderful work to come from so young an 
author. Bulwer was but twenty-three years of age 
when he gave it to the world, and yet in brilliancy 
of epigram and wit, as well as in that masculine 
energy which marks all his writings, he never sur- 
passed this his first acknowledged romance. It is 
no less remarkable that a work of such sparkling 
vivacity and power — whose chief sin is an ex- 
cess of epigram and point — should have followed, 
after so brief an interval, a fiction so comparatively 
feeble as '' Falkland." Its success was due, in part, 
to the fact that it was new and original, and partly 
to the circumstance that it exterminated the moody 
and fashionable Byronic hero of the day, who 
mourned over his "dark imaginings," or strove in 
turn-down collars to look Conrad-like and misan- 
thropic. A number of Bulwer's critics have been 
so struck by the lightness and grace with which the 
superficial character of Pelham is sustained, and 
the easy mastery with which his deeper and nobler 
character is unfolded under this crust, as to deem 
this, on the whole, the author's greatest work. Be 
this as it may, the work is a marvel of fecundity 
and vigor of intellect. 

Bulwer's purpose in "Pelham" appears to be, 
partly to ridicule the Byronic ideal, but mainly to 
show that a man may be a fop, a dandy, — nay, the 
very pink and prince of coxcombs, — and yet may 
be, in spite of his Chesterfieldian training, not a 
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mere man of the world, but a man of honor, a true 
friend, and a true lover, who merits the sucoesses he 
achieyee. Nothing can surpass the skill with which 
the author contrives to mingle these different attri- 
butes; to depict the weaknesses and the vicious 
qualities of his hero, — his tricks of cajolery, flat- 
tery, and even polite lying, — and yet all the while 
win and retain our respect for the real virtues, the 
sterling qualities, of this jvm fieur of social humbug 
and falsity. What can be more vivid and salient 
than the contrasts in the character of this exquisite, 
— this dainty gentleman who does not hesitate to 
imperil his life for a friend, yet shudders, when dis- 
guising himself, at the risk to his complexion and 
the loss of his luxuriant locks ; who exhibits the 
utmost nerve, vigor, and courage in the desperate 
expedition he undertakes, yet breakfasts with so 
wry a face on the ducks and green peas which his 
accomplice. Job Jonson, sets before him ? An Eng- 
lish critic has justly observed that it is in vain that 
our ethical code condemns Pelham ; '' his faithless- 
ness, his astounding fibs, his self-adaptation to every 
sort of man, not to say woman, ... his clear reali- 
zation that politics are a craft to live by, and the 
world in general an oyster to be opened, — which, 
in almost any other man, would disgust and repel 
the reader, — are here so skilfully interwoven with 
the real honor of the man, his readiness to serve 
and help, his power of just reflection and courage 
in action, that all our moralities die on our lips.'* 
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X INTBODUCTION. 

That Bulwer should not only have manifested so 
precocious a knowledge of life and manners, but 
should have recognized at so early an age this com* 
plexity of human nature, this commingling of good 
and evil in men, — a truth which is generally learned 
late in life, — is a striking proof of his insight We 
are too apt to put men into moral pigeon-holes, — 
to classify and label them absolutely as sheep and 
goats. We Ivmp them. We think, with Berkeley, 
that every knave is a thorough knave, and a thorough 
knave is a knave throughout But Bulwer, even in 
youth, had discovered that men are made of '' mingled 
yam," and that no just judgment of them can be 
packed into any such summary formula. He had 
learned that, as the shrub which bears the most 
beautiful flowers is that which also bears the 
keenest of thorns, so our virtues and vices are often 
stalks from the same root, and the very discords of 
our natures, like those in music, may contribute 
to the general harmony. 

One of Bulwer's most salient characteristics aa a 
novelist is his worship of success. His heroes — 
at least, his pet ones — are men of conscious power, 
men who make their way in the world triumphantly. 
The difi&culties which dishearten ordinary men only 
stiffen their sinews. The block of granite which is 
an obstacle in the pathway of the weak becomes 
to them a stepping-stone to eminence and power. 
Pelham is the very incarnation of success. Whether 
it be his Cambridge tutor that he ingratiates himself 
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with, or the shrewish wife of Clutterbuck, his old 
college chum, in whose estimate of her husband he 
works by his praises a perfect transformation ; be it 
the grande dame in a Parisian salon, or the clever 
rogue, or the philosophical and titled voluptuary, — . 
wherever he tries lus powers, he overcomes every 
obstacle. With a look, a whisper, a cunning com- / 
pliment, he conquers to his purpose every one whom f 
he encounters. How adroitly he handles, as a tool ; 
for his purpose. Job Jonson, " who always did his \ 
rogueries in a superior and artist-like manner " I j 
How cunningly he wheedles Briggs, the wine- 
merchant, out of his votel With what dexterity 
he wins the good-will of the epicure, Lord Guloseton I 
With what skill does he, the dandy of the clubs, 
developed by his love for Ellen Glanville into a cool 
and daring man, penetrate 'into the thieves' hiding- 
place, — the secret haunt of desperadoes, — in search 
of Dawson 1 With what a thrill of sympathetic ex- 
citement do we follow him in this den and deadly 
labyrinth to the sick villain's room, and back by the 
bloated hag, Brimstone Bess, whom Dawson inad- 
vertently awakens from her drunken doze to bring 
the whole hell-brood on his track ! How breathless 
is our suspense as he rushes at headlong speed 
through crooked passages and down narrow stairs 
till he reaches the door, only to find the hidden 
spring baffling his utmost efforts ! And when, after 
turning fiercely to bay with his sword drawn, and 
transfixing one of his assailants, he sees the rest for 
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a moment recoil, and the spring is found, the door 
flies open, and the daring intruder escapes, after 
having won the means of proving his friend's inno- 
cence, — what a relief do we experience, what an 
exultation in his triumph 1 

It is one of the merits of the story that no sepa- 
rate, independent interest distracts the reader's mind 
from the hero. The gloomy, glassy-eyed, subtle- 
minded, musing Sir B^inald Glanville; the eru- 
dite, pedantic, ambitious Vincent, overflowing with 
alternate jest and quotation; the worldly-minded 
Lady Francis, so sincere in her insincerity; the 
fascinating Lady Boseville, so symmetrical in per- 
son, so charming in her manners ; Mr. Wormwood, 
"the nolirme-tangere of literary lions;" Tyrrell, 
Thornton, and others, — are finely portrayed, but 
they shine with feeble light compared with that of 
the central luminary, the ever-radiant, sparkling 
Pelham. 

The style of this work strikingly contrasts with 
that of the author's later novels and romances. It 
is less periodic ; and there is a liveliness, a dash, an 
abandon in its short sentences, which we find in 
none of his Caxton and other carefully elaborated 
novels. The vigor which pervades all his works is 
here peculiarly noticeable. In every page there is 
full mental wakefulness; nothing sleeps, nothing 
dawdles; and the reader's attention is riveted to the 
hero and his successes from the beginning of his 
story to the end. 
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INTRODUCTION. XIU 

The first edition of "Pelham" was published in 
London, in 1828, in three volames 12mo, by Heniy 
C!olbum. A translation in French was published by 
Goulommiers (two vols. 18mo) in the Bibliothiqtie 
des meilleurs romans itrangers, Paris, 1874 

W.M. 
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PREFACE TO THE EDITION OF 1828.* 



I BELIEVE if we were to question eyery author upon the 
subject of his literary grievances, we should find that the 
most frequent of all complaints was less that of being 
imappreciated than that of being misunderstood. All 
of us write perhaps with some secret object, for which 
the world cares not a straw; and while each reader fixes 
his peculiar moral upon a book, no one, by any chance, 
hits upon that which the author had in his own heart 
designed to inculcate. Hence this edition of " Pelham " 
acquires that appendage in the shape of an explanatory 
preface which the unprescient benevolence of the author 
did not inflict on his readers when he first confided his 
work to their candor and discretion. Even so, some 
candidate for parliamentary honors first braves the hust- 
ings: relying only on the general congeniality of sentiment 
between himself and the electors, — but alas ! once chosen, 
the liberal confidence which took him upon trust is no 
more, and when he reappears to commend himself to the 
popular sufi&age, he is required to go into the ill-bred 
egotiams of detail, and explain all that he has done and 
A Namely, the Second Editioii. 
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XYl PBBFAOB TO THE EDITION OF 1828. 

all that he has failed to do, to the satisfaction of an 
enlightened but too inquisitive constituency. 

It is a beautif 111 part in the economy of this world, 
that nothing is without its use ; every weed in the great 
thoroughfares of life has a honey, which observation can 
easily extract; ar^d we may glean no unimportant wisdom 
from folly itself, if we distinguish while we survey, and 
satirize while we share it. It is in this belief that these 
volumes have their origin. I have not been willing thai 
even the common-places of society shoidd afford neither 
a record nor a moral ; and it is therefore from the com- 
mon-places of society that the materials of this novel have 
been wrought. By treatii^ trifles naturally, they may 

• be rendered amusing, and that which adherence to nature 
! renders amusii^, the same cause also may render instruc- 
' tive ; for nature is the source of all morals, and the en- 
/ chanted well from which not a single drop can be taken 

that has not the power of curing some of our diseases. 

I have drawn for the hero of my work such a person 

as seemed to me best fitted to retail the opinions and 

customs of the class and age to which he belongs ; a per- 

j sonal combination of antithesis, a fop and a philosopher, 

a voluptuary and a moralist, a trifler in appearance, but 

* rather one to whom trifles are instructive, than one to 
whom trifles are natural, — an Aristippus on a limited 
scale, accustomed to draw sage conclusions from the fol- 
lies he adopts, and while professing himself a votary of 
pleasure, desirous in reality to become a disciple of wis- 
dom. Such a character I have found it more difficult to 
portray than to conceive; I have found it more difficult 
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Btall, because I have wiUi it nothing in common,^ except 
the taate for observation, and some experience in the 
scenes among which it has been cast; and it will readily 
be supposed that it is no easy matter to survey occut 
renoes the most familiar through a vision, as it were, 
essentially and perpetually different from that through - 
which one's self has been accustomed to view them. 
This difficulty in execution will perhaps be my excuse in 
failure; and some additional indulgence may be reasona- 
bly granted to an author who has rarely found in the 
egotisms of his hero a vent for his own. 

With the generality of those into whose hands a novel 
upon manners is likely to fall, the lighter and less obvious 
the method in which reflection is conveyed, the greater 
is its chance to be received without distaste, and remem- 
bered without aversion. This will be an excuse, per* 
haps, for the appearance of frivolities not indulged for , 
the sake of the frivolity ; under that which has most the 
semblance of levity I have often been the most diligent 
in my endeavors to inculcate the substances of truth. 
The shallowest stream, whose bed every passenger ima- 



1 1 regret extremely that by this remark I shoald be necessitated 
to reliiiqiiish the flattering character I have for so many months 
borne, and to nndeoeive not a few of my most indnlgent critics, 
who in reriewing my work have literally considered the author 
and the hero one flesh. ** We have only/' said one of them, '* to 
complain of the author's egotisms; he is perpetnaUy talking of 
himself!" — Poor gentleman! from the first page to the last, 
the author never utters a syllable. [The few marginal notes in 
which the author himself speaks, were not added tiU the present 
edition.] 

VOL. I. — 6. 
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gines lie surveys, may deposit some golden grains on the 
plain thiough which it flows; and we may weave flowers 
not only into an idle garland, but^ like the thyrsus of the 
ancients, over a sacred weapon. 

It now only remains for me to add my hope that this 
edition will present the '* Adventures of a Gentleman ^ 
in a less imperfect shape than the last, ai^ in the words 
of the erudite and memorable Joshua Bamea»^ " So to 
begin my intended discourse, if not altogether true, yet 
not wholly vain, nor perhaps deficient in what may ex- 
hilarate a witty &iicy, or inform a bad moralist.'' 

THE AUTHOE. 
OctoUr, 18S8. 

1 Li the Tietace to his " Gerania.'' 
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PREFACE TO THE EDITION OF 1840.» 



The holiday time of life, in which this novel was written, 
while accounting, perhaps in a certain gayety of tone, fox 
the popularity it has received, may perhaps also excuse, 
in some measure, its more evident deficiencies and faults. 
Although I trust the time has passed when it might seem 
necessary to protest against those critical assumptions 
which so long confounded the author with the hero; 
although I equally trust that, even were such assump- 
tions true, it would he scarcely necessary to dispute the 
justice of visiting upon later and more sohered life, the 
supposed foihles and levities of that thoughtless age of 
eighteen, in which this fiction was first hegun, — yet^ 
perhaps, some short sketch of the origin of a work, how- 
ever idle, the success of which determined the literary 
career of the author, may not he considered altogether 
presumptuous or irrelevant. 

While yet, then, a hoy in years, but with some ex- 
perience of the world, whjch I entered prematurely, I 
had the good fortune to be confined to my room by a 
severe illness, towards the end of a London season. All 
my friends were out of town, and I was left to such re- 

1 Namely, in the first collected edition of the author's pzoee 
works. 
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sources as soKtude can suggest to the tedium of sickness. 
I amused myself by writing with incredible difficulty 
and labor (for till then prose was a country almost as 
unknown to myself as to Monsieur Jourdain) some half- 
ardozen tales and sketches. Among them was a story 
called "Mortimer, or the Memoirs of a Q^ntleman." 
Its commencement was almost word for word the same 
as that of " Pelham; " but the design was exactly oppo- 
site to that of the latter and later work. ** Mortimer " 
was intended to show the manner in which the world 
deteriorates its votary, and " Pelham, " on the contcaiy, 
conveys the newer, and, I believe, sounder moral, of 
i showing how a man of sense can subject the usages of 
'; the world to himself instead of being conquered by them, 
'^ajid gradually grow wise by the very foibles of his youth. 
This tale, with the sketches written at the same 
period, was sent anonymously to a celebrated publisher, 
who considered the volume of too slight a nature for 
separate pubUcation, and recommended me to select the 
best of the papers for a magazine. I was not at that 
time much inclined to a periodical mode of publishing, 
and thought no more of what, if nugcB to the reader, had 
indeed been diffieiles to the author. Soon afterwards I 
went abroad. On my return I sent a collection of letters 
to Mr. Colbum for publication, which, for various 
reasons, I afterwards worked up into a fiction, and which 
(greatly altered from their original form) are now 
known to the public under the name of " Falkland." 

While correcting the sheets of that tale for the press, 
I was made aware of many of its faults. But it was not 
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till it had been fairly before the public that I was sen- 
sible of its greatest, — namely, a sombre coloring of life, 
and the indulgence of a vein of sentiment which, though 
common enough to all very young minds in their first 
bitter experience of the disappointments of the world, 
had certainly ceased to be new in its expression, and had 
never been true in its philosophy. 

The effect which the composition of that work produced 
upon my mind was exactly similar to that which (if I 
may reverently quote so illustrious an example) Goethe 
informs us the writing of *' Werter " produced upon his 
own. I had rid my bosom of its " perilous stuff; " I had 
confessed my sins, and was absolved; I could return to 
real life and its wholesome objects. Encouraged by the 
reception which " Falkland " met with, flattering though 
not brilliant, I resolved to undertake a new and more 
important fiction. I had long been impressed with the 
truth of an observation of Madame de Sta^l, that a char- 
acter at once gay and sentimental Ib always successful on 
the stage. I resolved to attempt a similar character for 
a novel, making the sentiment, however, infinitely less 
prominent than the gayety. My boyish attempt of the 
" Memoirs of a Gentleman " occurred to me, and I re- 
solved upon this foundation to build my fiction. After 
a little consideration I determined, however, to enlarge 
and ennoble the original character. The character itself, 
of the clever man of the world corrupted by the world, 
was not new ; it had already been represented by Macken- 
zie, by Moore in " Zeluco," and in some measure by the 
master-genius of Bichardson himself, in the incomparable 
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portraiture of Lovelace. The moral to be derived from 
such a creation seemed to me also equivocal and dubious. 
It is a moral of a gloomy and hopeless school. We live 
in the world ; the great majority of us, in a state of civil- 
ization, must, more or less, be men of the world. It 
struck me that it would be a new, a useful, and perhaps 
a happy moral, to show in what manner we might re- 
deem and brighten the common-places of life ; to prove 
(what is really the fact) that the lessons of society do not 

( necessarily corrupt, and that we may be both men of the 
world, and even, to a certain degree, men of pleasure, 

. and yet be something wiser, nobler, better. With this 
idea I formed in my mind the character of Pelham; re- 
volving its qualities long and seriously before I attempted 
to describe them on paper. For the formation of my 
story, I studied with no slight attention the great works 
of my predecessors, and attempted to derive from that 
study certain rules and canons to serve me as a guide; 
and if some of my younger contemporaries whom I 
could name would only condescend to take the same pre- 
liminary pains that I did, I am sure that the result 
would be much more brilliant. It often happens to me 
to be consulted by persons about to attempt fiction, and 
I invariably find that they imagine they have only to sit 
down and write. They forget that art does not come by 
inspiration, and that the novelist, dealing constantly 
with contrast and effect, must, in the widest and deepest 
sense of the word, study to be an artist. They paint 
pictures for posterity without having learned to draw. 
Few critics have hitherto sufficiently considered, and 
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none, perhaps^ have accurately defined the peculiar chai 
acteristics of prose fiction in its distinct schools and multi- 
form varieties : of the two principal species, the narrative 
and dramatic, I chose for " Pelham " my models in the 
former ; and when it was objected, at the first appearance 
of that work, that the plot was not carried on through 
every incident and every scene, the critics evidently con- 
foimded the two classes of fiction I have referred to, and 
asked from a work in one, what ought only to be the 
attributes of a work in the other. The dazzling celebrity 
of Scott, who deals almost solely with the dramatic 
species of fiction, made them forgetful of the examples, 
equally illustrious, in the narrative form of romance, to 
be found in Smollett, in Fielding, and Le Sage. Per- 
haps, indeed, there is in '' Pelham " more of plot and of 
continued interest, and less of those incidents that do not 
either bring ou.t the character of the hero, or conduce to 
the catastrophe, than the narrative order may be said to 
require, or than is warranted by the great examples I 
have ventured to name. 

After due preparation, I commenced and finished the 
first volume of " Pelham. " Various circumstances then 
suspended my labors, till several months afterwards I 
found myself quietly buried in the country, and with so 
much leisure on my hands that I was driven, almost in 
self-defence from ennuis to continue and conclude my 
attempt. 

It may serve perhaps to stimulate the courage and sus- 
tain the hopes of others to remark, that the " reader " 
to whom the MS. was submitted by the publisher, pro- 
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notmoed the most anf avoiable and damning opinion upon 
its chances of success, — an opinion fortunately zeveised 
by Mr. Oilier, the able and ingenious author of "In- 
esilla, " to whom it was then referred. The book was 
published, and I may add, that for about two months it 
appeared in a fair way of perishing prematurely in its 
cradle. With the exception of two most flattering and 
generously-indulgent notices In the " Literary Gazette " 
and the ** Examiner, " and a very encouraging and friendly 
criticism in the '' Atlas^ " it was received by the critics 
with indifference or abuse. They mistook its purport^ 
and translated its satire literally. But about the third 
month it rose rapidly into the favor it has since con- 
tinued to maintain. Whether it answered all the objects 
it attempted I cannot pretend to say; one at least I 
imagine that it did answer: I think, above most works, | 
it contributed to put an end to the Satanic mania, — to\ 
turn the thoughts and ambition of young gentlemen with- 1 
out neckcloths, and young clerks who were sallow, from ] 
playing the Corsair and boasting that they were villains. 
If^ mistaking the irony of Pelham, they went to the ex- 
treme of emulating the foibles which that hero attributes 
to himself, -^ those were foibles at least more harmless, 
and even more manly and noble, than the conceit of a 
general detestation of mankind, or the vanity of storming 
our pity by lamentations over imaginary sorrows, and 
sombre hints at the fatal burden of inexpiable crimes.^ 

^ Sir Reginald Glanyflle was drawn pmposelj of the wonld-be 
Byron school as a foil to Pelham. For one who wonld think of 
imitating the first, ten thousand would be unawares atdncted to 
the last. 
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Such was the histoiy of a puhlication which, if not 
actually my firsts was the one whose fate was always in- 
tended to decide me whether to conclude or continue my 
attempts as an author. 

I can repeat^ unaffectedly, that I have indulged this 
egotism, not only as a gratification to that common curi- 
osity which is felt hy all relative to the early works of . 
an author who, whatever he his &ults and demerits, has 
once ohtained the popular ear; but also as affording, 
perhaps, the following lessons to younger writers of less 
experience hut of more genius than myself. Firsts in 
attempting fiction, it may serve to show the use of a criti- 
cal study of its rules, for to that study I owe every suc- 
cess in literature I have obtamed; and in the mere art 
of composition, if I have now attained to even too rapid 
a i^unlity, I must own that that facility has been pur- 
chased by a most laborious slowness in the first com- 
mencement, and a resolute refusal to write a second 
sentence until I had expressed my meaning in the best 
manner I could in the first. And, secondly, it may 
prove the very little value of those " cheers, " of the want 
of which Sir Egerton Brydges^ so feelingly complains, 
and which he considers so necessary towards the obtain- 
ing for an author, no matter what his talents, his proper 
share of popularity. I knew not a single critic, and 
scarcely a single author, when I began to write. I have 
never received to this day a single word of encourage- 
ment from any of those writers who were considered at 
one time the dispensers of reputation. Long after my 

> In the mebmcholy and painful pages of his autobiography. 
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name was not quite unknown in every other country 
where English literature is received, the great quarterly 
journals of my own disdained to recognize my existence. 
Let no man cry out then for " cheers, " or for literary 
patronage, and let those aspirants, who are often now 
pleased to write to me, lamenting their want of interest 
and their non-acquaintance with critics, learn from the 
author (insignificant though he he) who addresses them 
in sympathy and fellowship, that a man's lahors are his 
hest patrons; that the puhlic is the only critic that has 
no interest and no motive in underrating him ; that the 
world of an author is a mighty circle of which enmity 
and envy can penetrate hut a petty segment; and that the 
pride of carving with our own hands our own ,name is 
worth all the " cheers " in the world. Long live Sidney's 
gallant and lofty motto, ** Atit viam inveniam aut 
faeiwm, I '* 
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No I — you cannot guess, my dear reader, how long my 
pen has rested over the virgin surface of this paper, be- 
fore even that " No, " which now stands out so bluffly 
and manfully, took heart and stepped forth. If, perad ven- 
ture, thou shouldst, reader, be that rarity in these 
days, — a reader who has never been an author, — thou 
canst form no conception of the strange aspect which the 
first page of a premeditated composition will often present 
to the curious investigator into the initials of things. 
There is a sad mania nowadays for collecting autographs, 
— woidd that some such collector would devote his re- 
searches to the first pages of auctorial manuscripts! He 
woidd then form some idea of the felicitous significance of 
that idiomatic phrase, "to cudgel the brains! " Out of 
what grotesque zigzags and fantastic arabesques; out 
of what irrelevant, dreamy illustrations from the sister 
art, — houses and trees, and profile sketches of men , night- 
mares, and chimeras; out of what massacres of whole 
lines, prematurely and timidly ventured forth as forlorn 
hopes, — would he see the first intelligible words creep 
into actual life, shy streaks of light, emerging from the 
chaos I For that rash promise of mine, that each work 
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in this edition of works so numerous, shall have its own 
new and special preface^ seems to me hard, in this in* 
stance, to fulfil. Another preface! what forf Two 
prefaces to " Pelham " already exists wherein all that I 
would say is said ! And in going back through that long 
and crowded interval of twenty years, since the first ap- 
pearance of this work, what shadows rise to beckon me 
away through the glades and alleys in that dim labyrinth 
of the past I Infant hopes, scarce bom ere fated, poor 
innocents, to die, — gazing upon me with reproachful eyes, 
as if I myself had been their unfeeling butcher; auda- 
cious enterprises boldly begun, to cease in abrupt whim, 
or chilling doubt^ — looking now through the mists, zoo- 
phital or amphibious, like those borderers on the animal 
and vegetable life which flash on us with the seeming 
flutter of a wing, to subside away into rooted stems and 
withering leaves. How can I escape the phantom throng f 
How return to the starting-post, and recall the ardent 
emotions with which youth sprang forth to the goal f To 
write fitting preface to this work, which, if not my first, 
was the first which won an audience and secured a reader, 
I must myself become a phantom, with the phantom 
crowd. It is the ghost of my youth that I must call up. 
What we are^ alone hath flesh and blood, — what we 
have been, like the what we shall be, is an idea, and no 
morel An idea how dim and impalpable! This our 
sense of identity, this ** I " of ours, which is the single 
thread that continues from first to last^ — single thread 
that binds flowers changed every day, and withered every 
night: how thin and meagre is it of itself, how difficult 
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to lay hold of ! When we say, " I remember, " how vagH^ a 
sentiment we utter ! — how different it is to say, " Ifeel / ** 
And when in this effort of memory we travel back all 
the shadow-land of years, when we say, *' I remember, " 
what is it we retcdn, but some poor solitary fibre in the airy 
mesh of that old gossamer which floated between earth 
and heaven, — moist with the dews and sparkling in the 
dawn ? Some one incident^ some one affection we recall, 
but not all the associations that surrounded it, all the 
companions of the brain, or the hearty with which it 
formed the harmonious contemporaneous ring. Scarcely 
even have we traced and seized one fine filament in the 
broken web» ere it is lost again. In the inextricable con- 
fusion of old ideas, many that seem of the time which 
we seek to grasp again, but were not so, seize and dis- 
tract us. From the strained attempt at distinct reminis- 
cence we sink insensibly into vague reverie ; the present 
hastens to recall and dash us onward, and few, leaving 
the actual world around them when they say, '' I remem- 
ber," do not wake as from a dream, with a baffled sigh, 
and murmur, " No, I forget. " And therefore, if a new 
preface to a work written twenty years ago, should con- 
tain some elucidation of the aims and objects with which 
it was composed, or convey some idea of the writer's 
mind at that time, my pen might well rest long over the 
blank page : and houses and trees, and profile sketches 
of men, nightmares and chimeras, and whole passages 
scrawled and erased, might well illustrate the barren 
travail of one who sits down to say, " I remember! '* 
What changes in the outer world since this book was 
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written! What changes of thrones and dynasties! 
Through what cycles of hope and fear has a generation 
gone! And in that inner world of thought^ what old 
ideas have returned to claim the royalty of new ones! 
What new ones (new ones then) have receded out of sight 
in the ehh and flow of the human mind, which, whatever 
the cant phrase may imply, advances in no direct stead- 
fast progress, but gains here to lose there, — a tide, not a 
march. So, too, in that slight surface of either world, 
''the manners," superficies alike of the action and the 
thought of an age, the ploughshares of twenty years have 
turned up a new soil. 

The popular changes in the Constitution have brought 
the several classes more intimately into connection with 
each other ; most of the old affectations of fashion and 
exclusiveness are out of date. We have not talked of 
equality, like our neighbors the French, but insensibly 
and naturally, the tone of manners has admitted much of 
the frankness of the principle, without the unnecessary 
rudeness of the pretence. I am not old enough yet to be 
among the indiscriminate praisers of the past, and there- 
fore I recognize cheerfully an extraordinary improvement 
in the intellectual and moral features of the English 
world since I first entered it as an observer. There is 
a far greater earnestness of purpose, a higher culture, 
more generous and genial views, amongst the young men 
of the rising generation than were common in the last. 
The old divisions of party politics remain; but among 
all divisions there is greater desire of identification with 
the people. Bank is more sensible of its responsibilities, 
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Property of its duties. Amongst the clergy of all sects, 
the improvement in zeal, in education, in active care for 
their flocks, is strikingly noticeable; the middle class 
have become more instructed and refined, and yet (while 
fused with the highest in their intellectual tendencies, 
reading the same books, cultivating the same accomplish- 
ments) they have extended their sympathies more 
largely amongst the humblest. And, in our towns especi- 
ally, what advances have been made amongst the opera- 
tive population! I do not here refer to that branch of 
cultivation which comprises the questions that belong to 
political inquiry, but to the general growth of more re- 
fined and less polemical knowledge. Cheap books have 
come in vogue as a fashion during the last twenty years, 
— books addressed, not as cheap books were once, to the 
passions, but to the understanding and the taste ; books 
not written down to the supposed level of uninformed 
and humble readers, but such books as refine the gentle- 
man and instruct the scholar. The arts of design have 
been more appreciated; the beautiful has been admitted 
into the pursuits of labor as a principle ; religion has been 
regaining the ground it lost in the latter half of the last 
century. What is technically called education (education 
of the school and the schoolmaster) has made less pro- 
gress than it might. But that inexpressible diflFiision of 
oral infonnation, which is the only culture the old 
Athenians knew, and which, in the ready transmission of 
ideas, travels like light from lip to lip, has been insensi- 
bly educating the adult generation. In spite of all the 
dangers that menace the advance of the present century, 
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I am convinced that classes amongst us are far more 
united than they were in the latter years of George IV. 
A vast mass of discontent exists amongst the operatives, 
it is true, and Chartism is but one of its symptoms ; yet 
that that discontent is more obvious than formerly, is a 
proof that men's eyes and men's ears are more open to ac- 
knowledge its existence, — to examine and listen to its 
causes. Thinking persons now occupy themselves with 
that great reality, — the people; and questions concerning 
their social welfare, their health, their education, their in- 
terests, their rights, which philosophers alone entertained 
twenty years ago, are now on the lips of practical men, 
and in the hearts of all. It is this greater earnestness, 
j this profounder gravity of purpose and of view, which 
' forms the most cheering characteristic of the present 
time; and though that time has its peculiar &ults and 
vices, this is not the place to enlaige on them. I have 
I done, and may yet do so, elsewhere. This work is the 
//picture of manners in certain classes of society twenty 
years ago, and in that respect I believe it to be true and 
foithful. Nor the less so, that under the frivolities of 
the hero, it is easy to recognize the substance of those 
more serious and solid qualities which time has educed 
from the generation and the class he represents. Mr. 
Pelham studying Mills on Government and the Political 
Economists, was thought by some an incongruity in char- 
acter at the day in which Mr. Pelham first appeared, — 
the truth of that conception is apparent now, at least to 
the observant. The fine gentlemen of that day were 
preparing themselves for the after things, which were al- 
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ready fore^adowed; and some of those, then best known 
in clubs and drawing-rooms, have been since foremost 
and boldest, nor least instructed, in the great struggles of 
public life. 

I trust that this work may now be read without pre- 
judice from the silly error that long sought to identify 
the author with the hero. 

Barely indeed, if ever, can we detect the real likeness 
of an author of fiction in any single one of his creations. 
He may live in each of them, but only for the time. He 
migrates into a new form with every new character he 
creates. He may have in himself a quality, here and 
there, in common with each, but others so widely oppo- 
site as to destroy all the resemblance you fancy for a 
moment you have discovered. However this be, the au- 
thor has the advantage over his work, — that the last re- 
mains stationary, with its faults or merits, and the former 
has the power to improve. The one remains the index of 
its day, — the other advances with the century. That 
in a book written in extreme youth, there may be much 
that I would not write now in mature manhood, is obvi- 
ous; that in spite of its defects, the work should have 
retained to this day the popularity it enjoyed in the year 
of its birth, is the best apology that can be made for its 

defects. 

£. B. L. 

LOKDON, 1848. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

Oti penton dtre mieux qa'aa sein de sa f amiUe 1 ^ — French 8<mg, 

I AH an only child. My father was the younger son 
of one of our oldest earls; my mother the dowerless 
daughter of a Scotch peer. Mr. Pelham was a moderate 
Whig, and gave sumptuous dinners; Lady Frances was 
a woman of taste, and particularly fond of diamonds 
and old china. 

Vulgar people know nothing of the necessaries re- 
quired in good society, and the credit they give is as 
short as their pedigree. Six years after my birth there 
was an execution in our house. My mother was just 

setting off on a visit to the Duchess of D ;she 

declared it was impossible to go without her diamonds. 
The chief of the bailiffs declared it was impossible to 
trust them out of his sight. The matter was compro- 
mised, — the bailiff went with my mother to C , 

and was introduced as my tutor. " A man of singular 

1 Where can one be better than in the bosom of one's family ? 
VOL. I. — 1 
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merit," whispered my mother, "but so shyl " Foi* 
timately, the bailiff was abashed, and by losing his 
impudence he kept the secret. At the end of the 
week the diamonds went to the jewellers, and Lady 
Frances wore paste. 

I think it was about a month afterwards that a six- 
teenth cousin left my mother twenty thousand pounds. 
" It will just pay off our most importunate creditors, 
and equip me for Melton," said Mr. Pelham. 

" It will just redeem my diamonds, and refurnish the 
house, " said Lady Frances. 

The latter alternative was chosen. My father went 
down to run his last horse at Newmarket, and my 
mother received nine hundred people in a Turkish 
tent. Both were equally fortunate, the Cheek and the 
Turk; my father's horse lost^ in consequence of which 
he pocketed five thousand pounds; and my mother 
looked so charming as a sultana, that Seymour Conway 
fell desperately in love With her. 

Mr. Conway had just caused two divorces; and of 
course all the women in Londoh were dying for him, — 
judge then of the pride which Lady Frances felt at 
his addresses. The end of the season was unusually dull, 
and my mother, after having looked over her list of en- 
gagements, and ascertained that she had none remaining 
worth staying for, agreed to elope with her new lover. 

The carriage was at the end of the square. My 
mother, for the first time in her life, got up at six 
o'clock. Her foot was on the step, and her hand next 
to Mr. Conway's heart, when she remembered that her 
favorite china monster, and her French dog, were left 
behind. She insisted on returning, — re-entered the 
house, and was coming downstairs with one under 
each arm, when she was met by my Either and two 
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servants. My father's valet had discovered the flight 
(I forget how), and awakened his master. 

When my father was convinced of his loss, he called 
for his dressing-gown; searched the garret and the 
kitchen; looked in the maid's drawers and the cel- 
laret) — and finally declared he was distracted. I have 
heard that the servants were quite melted by his grief, 
and I do not doubt it in the leasts for he was always 
celebrated for his skill in private theatricals. He was 
just retiring to vent his grief in his dressing-room, 
when he met my mother. It must altogether have 
been an awkward encounter, and indeed, for my 
&ther, a remarkably unfortunate occurrence; since 
Seymour Conway was immensely rich, and the dam- 
ages would no doubt have been proportionably high. 
Had they met each other alone, the affair might easily 
have been settled, and Lady Frances gone off in tran- 
quillity. Those confounded servants are always in the 
way! 

I have observed that the distinguished trait of 
people accustomed to good society, is a calm, imper- 
turbable quiet, which pervades all their actions and 
habits, from the greatest to the least. They eat in 
quiet, move in quiet, live in quiet, and lose their wife, 
or even their money, in quiet ; while low persons cannot 
take up either a spoon or an affront without making such 
an amazing noise about it. To render this observation 
good, and to return to the intended elopement, nothing 
further was said upon that event. My father introduced 
Conway to ^rookes's, and invited him to dinner twice a 
week for a whole twelvemonth. 

Not long after this occurrence, by the death of my 
grandfather, my unde succeeded to the title and estates 
of the family. He was, as people rather justly observed, 
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lather an odd man: built schools for peasants, forgave 
poachers, and diminished his farmers' rents; indeed, on 
.account of this and similar eccentricities, he was thought 
a fool by some, and a madman by others. However, he 
was not quite destitute of natural feeling; for he paid 
' my father's debts, and established us in the secure enjoy- 
ment of our former splendor. But this piece of generos- 
ity, or justice, was done in the most unhandsome man- 
ner: he obtained a promise from my father to retire 
from whist, and relinquish the turf; and he prevailed 
upon my mother to conceive an aversion to diamonds, 
and an indifference to china monsters. 
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CHAPTER n. ^ 

Tell arts they haye no sonndnesB, 

But vary by esteeming ; 
Tell schools they want piofonndnMi, 

And stand too mnch on seeming. 
If arts and schools reply, 
Qive arts and schools the lie. 

The SouTs Errand. 

At ten years old I went to Eton. I had been educated 
till that period by my mother, who, being distantly 

related to Lord (who had published " Hints upon 

the Culinary Art ") , imagined she possessed a hereditary 
claim to literary distinction. History was her great 
forte; for she had read all the historical romances of 
the day : and history, accordingly, I had been carefully 
taught. 

I think at this moment I see my mother before me, 
reclining on her sofa, and repeating to me some story 
about Queen Elizabeth and Lord Essex; then telling me, 
in a languid voice, as she sank back with the exertion, 
of the blessings of a literary taste, and admonishing me 
never to read above half an hour at a time, for fear of 
losing my health. 

Well, to Eton I went ; and the second day I had been 
there, I was half killed for refusing, with all the pride 
of a Pelham, to wash tea-cups. I was rescued from the 
clutches of my tyrant by a boy not much bigger than 
myself, but reckoned the best fighter, for his size, in the 
whole schooL His name was Reginald Glanville. From 
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that period we became inseparable, and our friendship 
lasted all the time he stayed at Eton, which was within 
a year of my own departure for Cambridge. 

His fether was a baronet of a very ancient and 
wealthy &mily; and his mother was a woman of some 
talent and more ambition. She made her house one of 
the most attractive in London. Seldom seen at laige 
assemblies, she was eagerly sought after in the well-win- 
nowed soiries of the elect. Her wealth, great as it was, 
seemed the least promi^ent ingredient of her establish- 
ment. There was in it no uncalled-for ostentation, no 
purse-proud vulgarity, no cringing to great^ and no pat- 
ronizing condescension to little people. Even the Sun- 
day newspapers could not find fault with her, and the 
querulous wives of younger brothers could only sneer and 
be silent. 

"It is an excellent connection," said my mother, 
when I told her of my friendship with Reginald Glan- 
ville, "and will be of more use to you than many of 
greater apparent consequence. Remember, my dear, 
that in all the friends you make at present, you look to 
the advantage you can derive from them hereafter; that 
is what we call knowledge of the world, and it is to get 
the knowledge of the world that you are sent to a public 
school." 

I think, however, to my shame, that^ notwithstanding 
my mother's instructions, very few prudential considera- 
tions were mingled with my friendship for Reginald Glan- 
ville. I loved him with a warmth of attachment which 
has since surprised even myself. 

He was of a very singular character : he used to wander 
by the river in the bright days of summer, when all else 
were at play, without any companion but his own 
thoughts; and these were tinged, even at that early age, 
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^ with a deep and impaasioned melancholy. He was so 
leserred in his manner tibat it was looked upon as cold- 
ness or pride, and was repaid as such hy a pretty general 
dislike. Yet, to those he loved, no one could be more 
open and warm; more watchful to gratify others; more 
indifferent to gratification for himself, — an utter ab- 
sence of all selfishness, and an eager and active benev- 
olence, were indeed the distinguishing traits of his 
character. I have seen him endure with a careless good- 
nature the most provoking affronts from boys much less 
than himself; but if I, or any other of his immediate 
friends, was injured or aggrieved, his anger was almost 
implacable. Although he was of a slight frame, yet 
early exercise had brought strength to his muscles, and 
activity to his limbs; while there was that in his cour- 
age and will which, despite his reserve and unpopu- 
larity, always marked him out as a leader in those 
enterprises wherein we test as boys the qualities which 
chiefly contribute to secure hereafter our position amongst 
men. 

Such, briefly and imperfectly sketched, was the char- 
acter of Reginald Glanville, — the one who, of all my 
early companions, differed the most from myself; yet the 
one whom I loved the most, and the one whose future 
destiny was the most intertwined with my own. 

I was in the head class when I left Eton. As I was 
reckoned an uncommonly well-educated boy, it may not 
be ungratifying to the admirers of the present system of 
education to pause here for a moment, and recall what I 
then knew. I could make fifty Latin verses in half an 
. hour; I could construe, vjvthmt an English translation, * 
all the easy Latin authors, and many of the difficult ones 
with it; 1 could read Greek fluently, and even translate . 
it through the medium of the Latin version technically 
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called a crib.^ I was thought exceedingly clever; for I 
had been only eight years acquiring all this fund of in« 
formation, which, as one need never recall it in the 
f world, you have every right to suppose that I had en- 
/ tirely forgotten before I was five-and-twenty. As I was 
never taught a syllable of English during this period; as, 
when I once attempted to read Pope's poems out of 
school hours, I was laughed at, and called '^a sap ; " as 
my mother, when I went to school, renounced her own 
instructions; and as, whatever schoolmasters may think 
to the contrary, one learns nothing nowadays by inspira- 
tion; so of everything which relates to English literature, 
English laws, and English history (with the exception 
of the said story of Queen Elizabeth and Lord Essex) , 
you have the same right to suppose that I was, at the 
age of eighteen, when I left Eton, ^in the profoundest 
ignorance. 

At this age I was transplanted to Cambridge, where 
I I bloomed for two years in the blue and silver of a 
I fellow-commoner of Trinity. At the end of that time\ 
(being of royal descent) I became entitled to an hono- ! 
T^ary degree. I suppose the term is in contradistinction 
to an honorable degree, which is obtained by pale men 
in spectacles and cotton stockings, after thirty-six months 
of intense application. 

I do not exactly remember how I spent my time at 
Cambridge. I had a pianoforte in my room, and a pri- 
vate bilUard-room at a village two miles ofif ; and between 

1 It is bat just to say that the edncational system at pablie 
schools is greatly improved since the above was written. And 
take those great seminaries altogether, it may be doubted whether 
any institutions more- philosophical in theory are better adapted to 
secure that union of classical tastes with manly habits and honor 
able sentiments which distinguishes the English gentleman. 
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these resources I managed to improve my mind more 
than could reasonably haye been expected. To say truth, 
the whole place reeked with vulgarity. The men drank 
beer by the gallon, and ate cheese by the hundredweight; 
wore jockey-cut coats, and talked slang; rode for wagers, 
and swore when they lost; smoked in your face, and 
expectorated on the floor. Their proudest glory was to 
drive the mail ; their mightiest exploit to box with the 
coachman; their most delicate amour to leer at the 
barmaid.^ 

It will be believed that I felt little regret in quitting 
companions of this description. I went to take leave of 
oxir college tutor. " Mr. Pelham, " said he, affectionately 
squeezing me by the hand, " your conduct has been most | 
exemplary ; you have not walked wantonly over the col- ; 
lege grassplats, nor set your dog at the proctor, norl 
driven tandems by day, nor broken lamps by night, norf' 
entered the chapel in order to display your intoxication, 
nor the lecture-room in order to caricature the professors. 
This is the general behavior of yoimg men of family and 
fortune ; but it has not been yours. Sir, you have been 
an honor to your college." 

Thus closed my academical career. He who does not 
allow that it passed creditably to my teachers, profitably 
to myself, and beneficially to the world, is a narrow- 
minded and illiterate man, who knows nothing of the 
advantages of modem education. 

1 This, at that time, was a character that could only he applied 
to the gayest, that is the worst, set at the University, ^ and per- 
haps now the character may scarcely exist 
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CHAPTER m. 

Thus does a ftdfle ambition rnle qb ; 
Thus pomp delude, and foUj fool ub. 

SUBNBTONB. 

An open house, haunted with great resort. 

Bishop Hall's SaHret. 

I LEFT Cambridge in a very weak state of health ; and 
as nobody had yet come to London, I accepted the invi- 
tation of Sir Lionel Garrett to pay him a visit at hia 
country-seat. Accordingly, one raw winter's day, full of 
the hopes of the reviving influence of air and exercise, I 
found myself carefully packed up in three greatcoats, and 
on the high-road to Garrett Park. 

Sir Lionel Garrett was a character very common in 
England, and in describing him I describe the whole 
^ species. He was of an ancient family, and his ancestors 
had for centuries resided on their estates in Norfolk. 
Sir Lionel, who came to his majority and his fortune 
at the same time, went up to London at the age of 
twenty-one, a raw, uncouth sort of young man, with a 
green coat and lank hair. His friends in town were 
of that set whose members are above ton whenever they 
do not grasp at its possession, but who, whenever they 
do, lose at once their aim and their equilibrium, and fall 
immeasurably below it. I mean that set which I call 
"the respectable," consisting of old peers of an old 
school ; country gentlemen who still disdain not to love 
their wine and to hate the French; generals who have 
served in the army ; elder brothers who succeed to some- 
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thing besides a mortgage ; and younger brothers who do 
not mistake their capital for their income. To this set 
yon may add the whole of the baronetage, — for I have 
remarked that baronets hang together like bees or Scotch- 
men; and if I go to a baronet's house, and speak to some 
one whom I have not the happiness to know, I always 
say, "Sir John!" 

It was no wonder, then, that to this set belonged Sir 
Lionel Garrett, — no more the youth with a green coat 
and lank hair, but pinched in and curled out; abounding 
in horses and whiskers; dancing all night; lounging aU 
day, — the favorite of the old ladies, the Philander of 
the young. 

One unfortunate evening Sir Lionel Grarrett was intro- 
duced to the celebrated Duchess of D . From that 

moment his head was turned. Before then, he had 
always imagined that he was somebody, that he was Sir 
Lionel Garrett, with a good-looking person and eight 
thousand a year; he now knew that he was nobody, un- 
less he went to Lady G 's, and unless he bowed to 

Xiady S— . Disdaining all importance derived from 
himself, it became absolutely necessary to his happiness 
that all his importance should be derived solely from his 
acquaintance with others. He cared not a straw that he 
was a man of fortune, of &mily, of consequence; h& 
must be a man of ton, or he was an atom, a nonentity, a 
very worm, and no man. No lawyer at Gray's Inn, no 
galley-slave at the oar, ever worked so hard at his task 
as Sir Lionel Grarrett at his. Ton, to a single man, is a 
thing attainable enough. Sir Lionel was just gaining 
the envied distinction, when he saw, courted, and married 
Lady Harriet Woodstock. 

His new wife was of a modem and not very rich 
family, and striving like Sir Lionel for the notoriety of 
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fashion; but of this straggle he was ignorant. He 
saw her admitted into good society, — he imagined she 
commanded it; she was a hanger-on, — he believed she 
was a leader. Lady Harriet was crafty and twenty- 
four, — had no objection to be married, nor to change 
the name of Woodstock for Grarrett. She kept up the 
baronet's mistake till it was too late to repair it. 

Marriage did not bring Sir Lionel wisdom. His wife 
was of the same turn of mind as himself: they mighty 
have been great people in the country, — they preferred \ 
being little people in town. They might have chosen \ 
friends among persons of respectability and rank — they ^ 
preferred being chosen a* acqvuintance by persons of \ 
^ ton. Society was their being's end and aim, and the 
only thing which brought them pleasure was the pain 
of attaining it. Did I not say truly that I would de- 
scribe individuals of a common species? Is there one 
who reads this who does not recognize that overflowing 
class of our population, whose members would conceive 
it an insult to be thought of sufficient rank to be respect- 
able for what they are; who take it as an honor that 
they are made by their acquaintance; who renounce 
the ease of living for themselves, for the trouble of living 
for persons who care not a pin for their existence; 
who are wretched if they are not dictated to by others ; 
and who toil, groan, travail, through the whole course 
of life, in order to forfeit their independence % 

I arrived at Garrett Park just time enough to dress 
for dinner. As I was descending the stairs after hav- 
ing performed that ceremony, I heard my own name 
pronounced by a very soft, lisping voice : " Henry 
Pelham! dear, what a pretty name. Is he handsome? '' 

''Eather elegant than handsome," was the unsatis- 
factory reply, couched in a slow, pompous accent^ which 
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I immediately recognized to belong to Lady Harriet 
Grarrett. 

** Can we make something of him ? *' resumed the first 
voice. 

"Something!" said Lady Harriet^ indignantly; "he 
will be Lord Glenmorris! and he ia son to Lady Frances 
Pelham." 

"Ah," said the lisper, carelessly; "but can he write 
poetry, and play proverbes ? " 

"No, Lady Harriet," said I, advancing; "but per- 
mit me, through you, to assure Lady Nelthorpe that he 
can admire those who do. " 

" So you know me, then," said the lisper: " I see we 
shall be excellent friends;" and, disengaging herself 
from Lady Harriet, she took my arm, and began dis- 
cussing persons and things, poetry and china, French 
plays and music, till I found myself beside her at 
dinner, and most assiduously endeavoring to silence 
her by the superior engrossments of a bSehamelle de 
poisson, 

I took the opportunity of the pause to survey the 
little circle of which Lady Harriet was the centre. Li 
the first place, there was Mr. Davison, a great political 
economist, — a short, dark, corpulent gentleman, with a 
quiet, serene, sleepy countenance; beside him was a 
quick, sharp little woman, all sparkle and bustle, glanc- 
ing a small, gray, prying eye round the table, with a 
most restless activity: this, as Lady Nelthorpe after- 
wards informed me, was a Miss Trafford, an excellent 
person for a Christmas in the country, whom every- 
body was dying to have. She was an admirable mimic, 
an admirable actress, and an admirable reciter; made 
poetry and shoes, and told fortunes by the cards, which 
actually came true/ 
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There was also Mr. Wormwood, the nolirme-tangere 
of literary lions, — an author who sowed his conversation 
not with flowers but thorns. Nobody could accuse him 
of the flattery generally imputed to his species ; through 
the course of a long and varied life, he had never once 
been known to say a civil thing. He was too much 
disliked not to be sought after; whatever is once noto- 
rious, even for being disagreeable, is sure to be courted. 
Opposite to him sat the really clever and aflectedly 
pedantic Lord Vincent, one of those persons who have 
been "promising young men" all their lives; who are 
found till four o'clock in the afternoon in a dressing- 
gown, with a quarto before them; who go down into 
the country for six weeks every session, to cram an 
impromptu reply; and who always have a work in the 
press which is never to be published. 

Lady Nelthorpe herself I had frequently seen. She 
had some reputation for talent, was exceedingly affected, 
wrote poetry in albums, ridiculed her husband (who 
Vas a fox-hunter), and had a particular taste for the 
fine arte. 

There were four or five others of the unknown, vul- 
gar, younger brothers, who were good shots and bad 
matches ; elderly ladies who lived in Baker Street, and 
liked long whist ; and young ones who never took wine, 
and said, ''Sir!'' 

I must, however, among this number, except the 
beautiful Lady Eoseville, the most fascinating woman, 
perhaps, of the day. She was evidently the great per- 
son there, and, indeed, among all people who paid due 
deference to ton^ was always sure to be so everywhere. 
I have never seen but one person more beautiful. Her 
eyes were of the deepest blue; her complexion of the 
most delicate carnation ; her hair of the richest auburn ? 
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nor could even Mr. Wormwood detect the smallest fault 
in the rounded yet slender symmetry of her figure. 

Although not above twenty-five, she was in that state 
in which alone a woman ceases to be a dependent, — 
widowhood. Lord Eoseville, who had been dead about 
two yearsy had not survived their marriage many months. 
That period was, however, sufficiently long to allow 
him to appreciate her excellence, and to testify his sense 
of it: the whole of his unentailed property, which was 
very laige, he bequeathed to her. 

She was very fond of the society of literary persons, 
though without the pretence of belonging to their order. 
But her manners constituted her chief attraction ; while 
they were utterly different from those of every one else, 
you could not, in the least minutisB, discover in what 
the difference consisted : this is, in my opinion, the real 
test of perfect breeding. While you are enchanted 
with the effect, it should possess so little prominency 
and peculiarity, that you should never be able to guess 
the cause. 

" Pray," said Lord Vincent to Mr. Wormwood, ** have 
you been to P this year? " 

" No, " was the answer. 

" I have, " said Miss Trafford, who never lost an op- 
portunity of slipping in a word. 

''Well, and did they make you sleep, as usual, at 
the Crown, with the same eternal excuse, after having 
brought you fifty miles from town, of small house: no 
beds — all engaged — inn close by? Ah, never shall I 
forget that inn, with its royal name, and its hard beds : 

'Uneasy sleeps a head beneath the Crown ! ' " 

''Ha, ha I excellent I" cried Miss Trafford, who was 
always the first in at the death of a pun. " Yes, indeed 
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they did: poor old Lord Belton, with his rheumatism; 
and that immense Greneral Grant, with his asthma; 
together with three 'single men,' and myseli^ were 
safely conveyed to that asylum for the destitute." 

"Ah, Grant, Grant!" said Lord Vincent^ eagerly, 
who saw another opportunity of whipping in a pun. 
"He slept there also the same night I did; and when 
I saw his unwieldy person waddling out of the door 
the next morning, I said to Temple, * Well, that *s the 
largest Grant I ever saw from the Crown.' '* * 

" Very good, " said Wormwood, gravely. " I declare, 
Vincent, you are growing quite witty. You know 
Jekyl, of course t Poor fellow, what a really good 
punster he was; not agreeable though, particularly at 
dinner, — no punsters are. Mr. Davison, what is that 
dish next to you?" 

"""^r. Davison was a great gourmand: " Salmi deper^ 
dreatix atix truffes^ " replied the political economist. 

" Truffles I " said Wormwood, " have you been eating 
any?" 

" Yes, " said Davison, with unusual energy, " and they 
are the best I have tasted for a long time." 

"Very, likely," said Wormwood, with a dejected air. 
" I am particularly fond of them, but I dare not touch 
one, — truffles are so very apoplectic: you, I make no 
doubt, may eat them in safety." 

Wormwood was a tall, meagre man, with a neck a 
yard long. Davison was, as I have said, short and fat, 
and made without any apparent neck at all, — only head 
and shoulders, like a cod-fish. 

Poor Mr. Davison turned perfectly white; he fidg- 
eted about in his chair; cast a look of the most deadly 

1 It was from Mr. J. Smith that Lord Vincent purloined this 
piUL 
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fear and aversion at the fatal dish he had been so at- 
tentive to before; and, muttering ''apoplectic!'' closed 
his lips, and did not open them again all dinner-time. 

Mr. Wormwood's object was effected. Two people 
were silenced and uncomfortable, and a sort of mist 
hxmg over the spirits of the whole party. The dinner 
went on and off, like all other dinners; the ladies 
retired, and the men drank, and talked politics. Mr. 
Davison left the room firsts in order to look out the 
word "truffle," in the encyclopfledia ; and Lord Vin- 
cent and I went next, " lest, " as my companion charac- 
teristically observed, " that d d Wormwood should, if 

we stayed a moment longer, 'send us weeping to our 
beds,'" 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Ohl la belle chose que la Foste ! ^ ^ Lettref cf« SibTiOHt. 
Ay, — bat who 18 it? — il« YouLihelt 

I HAD mentioned to my mother my intended visit to 
Garrett Park, and the second day after my arrival there 
came the following letter: — 

Mt deab Hsnbt, — I was very glad to hear you were 
rather better than you had been. I tmst you will take great 
care of yourself. I think flannel * waistcoats might be advisa- 
ble; and, by the by, they are very good for the complexion. 
Apropos of the complexion : I did not like that blue coat you 
wore when I last saw you ; you look best in black, — which 
is a great compliment, for people must be very distinguished 
in appearance in order to do so. 

You know, my dear, that those Gkm:etts are in themselves 
anything but unexceptionable ; you will, therefore, take care 
not to be too intimate. It is, however, a very good house ; 
most whom you meet there are worth knowing, for one thing 
or the other. Remember, Heniy, that the acquaintance (not 
the friends) of second or third rate people are always sure to 
be good ; they are not independent enough to receive whom 
they like^ — their whole rank is in their guests : you may be 
also sure that the minage will, in outward appearance at least, 
be quite eomme U fawt, and for the same reason. Gkin as 
much knowledge de T art cuUruUre as you can ; it is an accom- 
plishment absolutely necessary. You may also pick up a 
little acquaintance with metaphysics, if you have any oppor- 
tunity ; that sort of thing is a good deal talked about just at 
present. 

^ Ohy what a beantifol thing is the Po6tK)£Bcel 
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I hear Lady BoBeville is at Qaitett Park. You most be 
particularlj attentive to her ; you will probably now have an 
opportanity de /aire voire cowr that may never again happen. 
In Loudon she is so much surrounded by all, that she is quite 
inaccessible to one ; besides, there you will have so many 
rivals. Without flattery to you, I take it for granted that you 
are the beet-looking and most agreeable person at Qarrett 
Park, and it will, therefore, be a most unpardonable &ult if 
you do not make Lady Roseville of the same opinion. Noth- 
ing, my dear son, is like a liadson (quite innocent, of course) 
with a woman of celebrity in the world. In marriage, a man 
loweiB^. woman to his own rank ; in an affa/ire de ccbwt he 
rais^ himself to hers. I need not, I am sure, after what I 
have said, press this point any farther. 

Write to me and inform me of all your proceedings. If 
you mention the people who are at Qarrett Park, I can tell 
you the proper line of conduct to pursue with each. 

I am sure that I need not add that I have nothing but 
your real good at heart, and that I am your veiy affectionate 
mother, 

Francis Pblhax. 

P. 8. Never talk much to young men, — remember, that 
it is the women who make a reputation in society. 

•Well," said I, when I had read this letter, "my 
mother is very right, and so now for Lady Roseville." 

I went downstairs to breakfast. Miss Trafford and 
Lady Nelthorpe were in the room, talking with great 
interest, and, on Miss Tiafford's part with still greater 
yehemence. 

• So handsome," said Lady Nelthorpe, as I approached. 

• Are you talking of me ? " said I. 

" Oh, you vanity of vanities ! " was the answer. * No, 
we were speaking of a very romantic adventure which 
has happened to Miss Trafford and myself, and disputing 
about the hero of it. Miss Trafford declares he is fright- 
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ful; Ibaj that he is beautifal. Now, you know, Mr. 
Pelham, as to you — ** 

"There can be but one opinion; — but the adven- 
ture?" 

"Is this! " cried Miss Trafford, in groat fright, lest 
Lady Nelthorpe should, by speaking first, have the 
pleasure of the narration, — " we were walking, two or 
three days ago, by the sea-side, picking up shells, and 
talking about the Corsair, when a laige, fierce — " 

" Man ? " interrupted I. 

"No, dog,** renewed Miss Trafford, "flew suddenly 
out of a cave, under a rock, and began growling at dear 
Lady Nelthorpe and me in the most savage manner 
imaginable. He would certainly have torn us to pieces 
if a very tall — " 

" Not so very tall either," said Lady Nelthorpe. 

" Dear, how you interrupt one," said Miss Trafford, 
pettishly ; " well, a very short man, then, wrapped up 
in a cloak — " 

" In a greatcoat," drawled Lady Nelthorpe. 

Miss Trafford went on without noticing the emen- 
dation, — "had not, with incredible rapidity, sprung 
down the rock and — " 

" Called him off," said Lady Nelthorpe, 

" Tes, called him off," pursued Miss Trafford, looking 
round for the necessary symptoms of our wonder at this 
very extraordinary incident. 

" What is the most remarkable," said Lady Nelthorpe, 
" is, that though he seemed ficom his dress and appear- 
ance to be really a gentleman, he never stayed to ask 
if we were alarmed or hurt, -^scarcely even looked at 
us—" 

"I donH wonder at that/^ said Mr. Wormwood, 
who, with Lord Vincent, had just entered the room. 
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^ — and vanished among the locks as suddenly as he 
appeared. " 

" Oh, yon 've seen that fellow, have youf " said Loid 
Vincent: ^ so have I| and a devilish queer-looking per- 
son he is, — 

* The balls of his broad eyes rolled in his head« 
And glared betwixt a yellow and a red ; 
He looked a Hon with a gloomy stare, 
And o'er his eyebrows hung his matted hair.' 

Well remembered, and better applied, — eh, Mr. 
Pelham?" 

* Eeally," said I, ** I am not able to judge of the 
application, since I have not seen the hero. " 

" Oh, it is admirable! " said Miss Traflford; "just the 
description I should have given of him in prose. But 
pray, where, when, and how did you see him t " 

" Tour question is religiously mysterious, tria Juncta 
in uno^" replied Vincent; "but I will answer it with 
the simplicity of a Quaker. The other evening I was 
coming home from one of Sir Lionel's preserves, and had 
sent the keeper on before in order more undisturbedly 
to-" 

* Con witticisms for dinner," said Wormwood. 

" To make out the meaning of Mr. Wormwood's last 
work," continued Lord Vincent. ** My shortest way 
lay through that churchyard about a mile hence, which 
is such a lion in this ugly part of the country, because 
it has three thistles and a tree. Just as I got there I 
saw a man suddenly rise from the earth, where he ap- 
peared to have been lying ; he stood still for a moment, 
and then (evidently not perceiving me) raised his clasped 
hands to heaven, and muttered some words I was not 
able distinctly to hear. As I approached nidarer to him, 
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which I did with no very pleasant sensations, a large 
black dog, which, till then, had remained coucluintt 
sprang towards me with a loud growl, — 

^Sonat hie de oaie canina 
Liteia,' 

OS Persins has it. I was too terrified to move,— 

* Obstupui — stetenintque comie — ' 

and I should most infallibly have been converted into 
dog's meat, if our mutual acquaintance had not started 
from his reverie, called his dog by the very appropriate 
name of Terror, and then, slouching his hat over his 
face, passed rapidly by me, dog and all. I did not 
recover the fright for an hour and a quarter. I walked 
— ye gods, how I did walk I — no wonder, by the by, 
that I mended my pace, for, as Pliny says truly, — 

* Timor est emetidator asperrimus.' " * 

Mr. Wormwood had been very impatient during this 
recital, preparing an attack upon Lord Vincent, when 
I Mr. Davison, entering suddenly, diverted the assault. 

** Good Heavens! " said Wormwood, dropping his roll, 
** how very ill you look to-day, Mr. Davison ; face flushed, 
veins swelled, — oh, those horrid truffles! Miss Traf- 
ford, I'll trouble you for the salt." 

^ Most of the quotations from Latin or French anthom, inteiv 
■persed throughout thia work, will be translated for the conyenience 
of the general reader; but exceptions will be made where such 
quotations (as is sometimes the case when from the mouth of Lord 
Vincent) merely contain a play upon words, which ar3 pointless 
out of the language employed, or which only iterate or illustrate, 
by a characteristic pedantry, the sentence that precedes or foUows 
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CHAPTER V. 

Be she fairer than the day. 
Or the flowery meadB in May ; 
If ahe be not so to me. 
What care I how &ir she be ? 

GbOBOB WTTHKB& 

It was great pitj, so it was, 
That YiUanons saltpetre should be digged 
Out of the bowels of the harmless earth. 
Which many a good tall fellow had destroyed. 

Firtt Pari of King Henry IV. 

Sevisbal days passed. I had taken particular pains to 
ingratiate myself with Lady Roseville, and, so far as 
oonunon acquaintance went, I had no reason to be dis- 
satisfied with my success. Anything else, I soon discov- 
ered, notwithstanding my vanity (which made no incon- 
siderable part in the composition of Henry Pelham), 
was quite out of the question. Her mind was wholly 
of a different mould from my own. She was like a 
being, not perhaps of a better, but of another world than 
myself: we bad not one thought or opinion in common; 
we looked upon things with a totally different vision. 
I was soon convinced that she was of a nature exactly 
contiaiy to what was generally believed, — she was any- 
thing but the mere mechanical woman of the world. She 
possessed great sensibility, and even romance of temper, 
strong passions, and still stronger imagination; but over 
all these deeper recesses of her character the extreme 
softness and languor of her manners threw a veil which 
no superficial observer oould penetrate. There were 
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times when I could believe that she was inwardly rest- 
less and unhappy ; but she was too well versed in the 
arts of concealment to suffer such an appearance to be 
more than momentary. 

I must own that I consoled myself very easily for my 
want, in this particular instance, of that usual good for- 
tune which attends me with the divine sex ; the fact was 
that I had another object in pursuit. Ail the men at 
Sir Lionel Garrett's were keen sportsmen. Now, shoot- 
ing is an amusement I was never particularly partial to. 
I was first disgusted with that species of rational recrea- 
tion at a battue, where, instead of bagging anything, 1 
was nearly bagged, having been inserted, like wine in 
an ice-pail, in a wet ditch for three hours, during which 
time my hat had been twice shot at for a pheasant, 
and my leather gaiters once for a hare; and to crown 
all, when these several mistakes were discovered, my 
intended exterminators, instead of apologizing for hav- 
ing shot at me, were quite disappointed at having 
missed. 

Seriously, that same shooting is a most barbarous 
amusement, only fit for majors in the army, and royal 
dukes, and that sort of people: the mere walking is 
bad enough; but embarrassing one's arms, moreover, 
with a gun, and one's legs with turnip-tops; exposing 
one's self to the mercy of bad shots and the atrocity of 
good, seems to me only a state of painful fatigue, enliv- 
ened by the probability of being killed. 

This digression is meant to signify that I never 
joined the single men and double Mantons that went in 
and o£P among Sir Lionel Garrett's preserves. I used, 
instead, to take long walks by myself, and found| like 
virtue, my own reward in the additional health and 
atEength these diurnal exertions produced me* 
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One morning chance threw into my way a bonne for- 
tune ^ which I took care to improve. From that time the 
&mily of a Farmer Sinclair (pne of Sir Lionel's tenants) 
was alarmed by strange and supernatural noises: one 
apartment in especial, occupied by a female member of 
the household, was allowed, even by the clerk of the 
parish, a very bold man, and a bit of a sceptic, to be 
haunted; the windows of that chamber were wont to 
open and shut, thin airy voices confabulate therein, and 
dark shapes hover thereout ^ long after the fair occupant 
had, with the rest of the family, retired to repose. But 
the most unaccountable thing was the fatality which 
attended me, and seemed to mark me out for an untimely 
death. /, who had so carefully kept out of the way of 
gimpowder as a sportsman, very narrowly escaped being 
twice shot as a ghost. This was but a poor reward for 
a walk more than a mile long, in nights by no means 
of cloudless climes and starry skies; accordingly I re- 
solved to " give up the ghost " in earnest rather than in 
metaphor, and to pay my last visit and adieus to the 
mansion of Farmer Sinclair. The night on which I 
executed this resolve was rather memorable in my future 
history. 

The rain had fallen so heavily during the day, as to 
lender the road to the house almost impassable, and 
when it was time to leave, I inquired with very consid- 
erable emotion, whether there was not an easier way to 
return. The answer was satisfactory, and my last noc* 
tumal visit at Farmer Sinclair's concluded. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Why sleeps he not, when others are at rest 1 — Btbov. 

According to the explanation I had leoeived, the road 
I wt^a now to pursue was somewhat longer, hut much 
hetter, than that which I generally took. It was to 

lead me home through the churchyard of , the same, 

hy the hy, which Lord Vincent had particularized in 
his anecdote of the mysterious stranger. The night 
was clear, but windy ; there were a few light clouds pass- 
ing rapidly over the moon, which was at her full, and 
shone through the frosty air with all that cold and trans- 
parent brightness so peculiar to our northern winters. I 
walked briskly on till I came to the churchyard ; I could 
not then help pausing (notwithstanding my total defi- 
ciency in all romance) to look for a few moments at the 
exceeding beauty of the scene around me. The church 
itself was extremely old, and stood alone and gray, in 
the rude simplicity of the earliest form of Gothic archi- 
tecture ; two large dark yew-trees drooped on each side 
over tombs, which, from their size and decorations, ap- 
peared to be the last possession of some quondam lords 
of the soil. To the left the ground was skirted by a 
thick and luxuriant copse of evergreens, in the front of 
which stood one tall, naked oak, stem and leafless, a very 
token of desolation and decay ; there were hut few grave- 
stones scattered about, and these were, for the most 
part, hidden by the long, wild grass which wreathed 
and climbed around them. Over all, the blue skies and 
still moon shed that solemn light, the e£feQt of which. 
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either on the scene or the feelings, it is so impossible to 
describe. 

I was just about to renew my walk when a tall, dark 
figure, wrapped up like myself in a large French cloak, 
passed slowly along from the other side of the church, 
and paused by the copse I have before mentioned. I 
was shrouded at that moment from his sight by one of the 
yew-trees : he stood still only for a few moments ; he then 
flung himself upon the earth, and sobbed, audibly, even at 
the spot where I was standing. I was in doubt whether 
to wait longer or to proceed; my way lay just by him, 
and it might be dangerous to interrupt so substantial an 
apparition. However, my curiosity was excited, and my 
feet were half frozen, two cogent reasons for proceeding; 
and, to say truth, I was never very much frightened by 
anything, dead or alive. 

Accordingly I left my obscurity, and walked slowly 
onwards. I had not got above three paces before the 
figure arose, and stood erect and motionless before me. 
His hat had fallen off, and the moon shone full upon his 
countenance : it was not the wild expression of intense 
anguish which dwelt on those hueless and sunken 
features, nor their quick change to ferocity and defiance, 
as his eye fell upon me, which made me start back and 
feel my heart stand still I Notwithstanding the fearful 
ravages graven in that countenance, once so brilliant 
with the graces of boyhood, I recognized, at one glance, 
those still noble and striking features. It was Reginald 
Glanville who stood before me I I recovered myself 
instantly; I threw myself towards him, and called him 
by his name. He turned hastily; but I would not 
suffer him to escape; I put my hand upon his arm, 
and drew him towards me. ** Glanville I " I exclaimed, 
" it is II it is your old, old friend, — Henry Pelham. 
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Gk)od Heavens I have I met you at last, and in sach a 
scene ? " 

Glanville shook me from him in an instant, covered 
his face with his hands, and sank down with one wild 
ciy, which went fearfully through that still place, upon 
the spot from which he had hut just risen. I knelt be- 
side him; I took his hand; I spoke to him in every 
endearing term that I could think of; and, roused and 
excited as my feelings were by so strange and sudden a 
meeting, I felt my tears involuntarily falling over the 
hand which I held in my own. Glanville turned; he 
looked at me for one moment, as if fully to recognize me; 
and then, throwing himself in my arms, wept like a 
child. 

It was but for a few minutes that this weakness lasted: 
he rose suddenly; the whole expression of his counte- 
nance was changed ; the tears still rolled in large drops 
down his cheeks, but the proud, stem character which 
the features had assumed, seemed to deny the feelings 
which that feminine weakness had betrayed. 

*' Pelham," he said, ** you have seen me thus; I had 
hoped that no living eye would, — this is the last time 
in which I shall indulge this folly. God bless you. 
We shall meet again, — and this night shall then seem 
to you like a dream." 

I would have answered, but he turned swiftly, passed 
in one moment through the copse, and in the next had 
disappeared. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

TofQ reach a chDling chamber, where you dread 
Damps. Cbabbe'b Borough, 

I COULD not sleep the whole of that night, and the next 
morning I set off early, with the resolution of discover- 
ing where Glanville had taken up his ahode; it was 
evident from his having been so frequently seen, that it 
must be in the immediate neighborhood. 

I went first to Farmer Sinclair's; they had often 
remarked him, but could give me no other information. 
I then proceeded towards the coast; there was a small 
public-house belonging to Sir Lionel close by the sea- 
shore. Never had I seen a more bleak and dreary pros- 
pect than that which stretched for miles around this 
miserable cabin. How an innkeeper could live there 
is a mystery to me at this day, — I should have imag- 
ined it a spot upon which anything but a seagull or a 
Scotchman would have starved. 

" Just the sort of place, however," thought I, " to hear 
something of Glanville." I went into the house; I 
inquired, and heard that a strange gentleman had been 
lodging for the last two or three weeks at a cottage 
about a mile further up the coast. Thither I bent my 
steps; and, after having met two crows, and one officer 
on the preventive service, I arrived safely at my new 
destination. 

It was a house a little better, in outward appearance, 
than the wretched hut I had just left, for I observe in 
all situations, and in all houses, that " the public " is 
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not too well served; but the situation was equally lonely 
and desolate. The house itself — which belonged to axx 
individual, half -fisherman and half -smuggler — stood in 
a sort of bay, between two tall, rugged, black clifGs. 
Before the door hung various nets to dry beneath the 
genial warmth of a winter's sim ; and a broken boat, 
with its keel uppermost, furnished an admirable habi- 
tation for a hen and her family, who appeared to re- 
ceive en pension an old clerico-bachelor-looking raven. 
I cast a suspicious glance at the last-mentioned personage, 
which hopped towards me with a very hostile appear- 
ance, and entered the threshold with a more rapid step, 
in consequence of sundry apprehensions of a premedi- 
tated assault. 

" I understand," said I, to an old, dried, brown female, 
who looked like a resuscitated red-herring, *' that a gen- 
tleman is lodging here. " 

" No, sir," was the answer; " he left us this morning." 
The reply came upon me like a shower-bath ; I was 
both chilled and stunned by so unexpected a shock. 
The old woman, on my renewing my inquiries, took 
me upstairs to a small, wretched room, to which the 
damps literally clung. In one comer was a flock-bed, 
still unmade, and opposite to it, a three-legged stool, a 
chair, and an antique carved oak table, a donation per- 
haps from some squire in the neighborhood ; on this last 
were scattered fragments of writing-paper, a cracked cup 
half full of ink, a pen, and a broken ramrod. As I 
mechanically took up the latter, the woman said, in a 
charming patois ^ which I shall translate, since I cannot 
do justice to the original : ** The gentleman, sir, said he 
came here for a few weeks to shoot; he brought a gun, 
a large dog, and a small portmanteau. He stayed nearly 
a month ; he used to spend all the mornings in the fena, 
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though he must have been but a poor shot, for he sel- 
dom brought home anything; and we fear, sir, that he 
was rather out of his mind, for he used to go out alone 
at night, and stay sometimes till morning. However, 
he was quite quiet, and behaved to %l8 like a gentleman ; 
so it was no business of ours, only my husband does 
think—" 

"Pray," interrupted I, "why did he leave you so 
suddenly ) " 

" Lord', sir, I don't know I but he told us for several 
days past that he should not stay over tlie week, and so 
WB were not surprised when he left us this morning at 
seven o'clock. Poor gentleman! my heart bled for him 
when I saw him look so pale and ill. " 

And here I did see the good woman's eyes fill with 
tears; but she wiped them away, and took advantage of 
the additional persuasion they gave to her natural whine 
to say, * If, sir, you know of any young gentleman 
who likes fen-shooting, and wants a nice, pretty, quiet 
apartment — " 

" I will certainly recommend this," said I. 

" You see it at present," rejoined the landlady, " quite 
in a litter like ; but it is really a sweet place in summer. " 

" Charming," said I, with a cold shiver, burryin^j 
down the stairs, with a pain in my ear and the rheu- 
matism in my shoulder. 

'^ And this," thought I, " was Glanvill^'s residence 
for nearly a month I I wonder he did not exhale into a 
vapor, or moisten into a green damp. " 

I went home by the churchyard. I paused on the 
spot where I had last seen him. A small gravestone 
rose above the mound of earth on which he had thrown 
himself; it was perfectly simple. The date of the year 
and month (which showed that many weeks had not 
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elapsed since the death of the deceased), and the initials 
G. D. y made the sole inscription on the stone. Beside 
this tomh was one of a more pompous description, to the 
memory of a Mrs. Douglas, which had with the simple 
tumulus nothing in common, unless the initial letter of 
the surname, corresponding with the latter initial on 
the neighhoring gravestone, might authorize any con- 
nection between them, not supported by that similitude 
of style usually found in the cenotaphs of the same 
family; the one, indeed, might have covered the grave 
of a humble villager, — the other, the resting-place of 
the lady of the manor. 

I found, therefore, no clew for the labyrinth of sur- 
mise; and I went home, more vexed and disappointed 
with my day's expedition than I liked to acknowledge 
to myself. 

Lord Vincent met me in the hall. " Delighted to see 

you," said he ; " I have just been to " (the nearest 

town), ** in order to discover what sort of savages abide 
there. Qreat preparations for a ball; all the tallow 
candles in the town are bespoken, — and I heard a most 
uncivilized fiddle 

^ • Twang short and sharp, like the shrill swallow's ciy.' 

The one milliner's shop was full of fat squiresses, 
buying muslin ammunition, to make the baU go off; 
and the attics, even at four o'clock, were thronged with 
rubicund damsels, who were already, as Shakespeare says 
of waves in a storm, 

* Curling their monstrous heads.' * 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

Jnsqn'aii xeyoir le del voub tienne tons en joie.^ — MoliAbs. 

I WAS now pretty well tired of Garrett Park. Lady 
Roseville was going to H , where I also had an in- 
vitation. Lord Vincent meditated an excursion to Paris. 
Mr. Davison had already depar£ed. Miss Traffoid had 
been gone, God knows how long, and I was not at all 
disposed to be left, like "the last rose of summer," in 
single-blessedness at Garrett Park. Vincent, V7orm- 
wood, and myself, all agreed to leave on the same day. 

The morning of our departure arrived. We sat down 
to breakfast as usual. Lord Vincent's carriage was at 
the door; his groom was walking about his favorite 
saddle-horse. 

** A beautiful mare that is of yours," said I, carelessly 
looking at it, and reaching across the table to help my- 
self to the pate da foie gras. 

" Mare! " exclaimed the incorrigible pimster, delighted 
with my mistake ; " I thought that you would have been 
better acquainted with your propria qum maribus. " 

" Humph! " said Wormwood, " when I look at you I 
am always at least reminded of the *as in prcesenti / ' " 

Lord Vincent drew up and looked unutterable anger. 
Wormwood went on with his dry toast, and Lady Rose- 
ville, who that morning had, for a wonder, come down 
to breakfast, good-naturedly took off the bear. Whether 
or not his ascetic nature was somewhat modified by the 

^ Heaven keep yon merry till we meet again. 
VOI..I.— 3 
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soft smiles and softer voice of the beautiful countess, 1 
cannot pretend to say ; but he certainly entered into a 
conversation with her, not much rougher than that of 
a less gifted individual might have been. They talked 
of literature, Lord Byron, conversaziones, and Lydia 
White. 1 

" Miss White," said Lady Koseville, " has not only 
the best command of language herself, but she gives 
language to other people. Dinner-parties, usually so 
stupid, are, at her house, quite delightful. There I 
have actually seen English people look happy, and one 
or two even almost natural." 

"Ah I" said Wormwood; "that is indeed rare. 
With us everything is assumption. We are still ex- 
actly like the English suitor to Portia in the 'Mer- 
chant of Venice. ' We take our doublet from one coun- 
try, our hose from another, and our behavior everywhere. 
Fashion with us is like the man in one of Le Sage's 
novels, who was constantly changing his servants, and 
yet had but one suit of livery, which every new-comer, 
whether he was tall or short, fat or thin, was obliged to 
wear. We adopt manners, however incongruous and 
ill-suited to our nature, and thus we always seem awk- 
ward and constrained. But Lydia White's soirees are 
indeed agreeable. I remember the last time I dined 
there, we were six in number, and though we were not 
blessed with the company of Lord Vincent, the conver- 
sation was without *let or flaw.' Every one, even 
S , said good things." 

"Indeed!" cried Lord Vincent; "and pray, Mr. 
Wormwood, what did you say ? " 

"Why," answered the poet, glancing with a signifi- 
cant sneer over Vincent's somewhat inelegant per* 

1 Written before the death of that lady. 
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fion, ^ I thought of your lordship's figure, and said — 
grace ! " 

* Hem, hem ! — ' Gratia malorum tarn infida est quam 
ipsi,^ as Pliny says,'' muttered Lord Vincent, getting 
up hastily, and buttoning his coat. 

I took the opportunity of the ensuing pause to ap- 
proach Lady Eoseville and whisper my adieus. She 
was kind aixd even warm to me in returning them ; and 
pressed me, with something marvellously like sincerity, 
to be sure to come and see her directly she returned to 
London. T soon discharged the duties of my remaining 
farewells, and in less than half an hour was more than 
a mile distant from Garrett Park and its inhabitants. 
I can't say that for one, who, like myself, is fond of 
being made a great deal of, there is anything very de- 
lightful in those visits into the coimtry. It may be all 
.well enough for married people, who, from the mere 
fact of being married, are always entitled to certain con- 
sideration, — put, for instance, into a bedroom a little 
larger than a dog-kennel, and accommodated with a 
looking-glass that does not distort one's features like a 
paralytic stroke. But we single men suffer a plurality 
of evils and hardships in intrusting ourselves to the 
casualties of rural hospitality. We are thrust up into 
any attic repository, — exposed to the mercy of rats, and 
the incursions of swallows. Our lavations are performed 
in a cracked basin; and we are so far removed from 
human assistance that our very bells sink into silence 
before they reach halfway down the stairs. But two 
days before I left Garrett Park, I myself saw an enor- 
mous mouse run away with my shaving-soap, without 
any possible means of resisting the aggression. Oh, the ^ 
hardships of a single man are beyond conception; and 
what is worse, the very misfortune of being single de* 
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prives one of all sympathy. '' A single man can do this, 
and a single man ought to do that; and a single man 
may be put here, and a single man may be sent there," 
are maxims that I have been in the habit of hearing 
constantly inculcated and never disputed during my 
whole life; and so, from our fare and treatment being 
coarse in all matters, they have at last grown to be all 
matters in course. 
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CHAPTER rX. 

Therefore to France. — Henry IV, 

I WAS rejoiced to find myself again in London. I 
went to my father's house in Grosvenor Square. All 
the family — namely, he and my mother — were down 

at H ; and despite my aversion to the country, I 

thought I might venture as far as Lady 's for a 

couple of days. Accordingly, to H I went. That 

is really a noble house, — such a hall, such a gallery! 
I found my mother in the drawing-room, admiring the 
picture of his late Majesty. She was leaning on the 
arm of a tall, fair young man. "Henry," said she 
(introducing me to him), "do you remember your old 
schoolfellow. Lord Greorge Clinton ? " 

"Perfectly," said I (though I remembered nothing 
about him), and we shook hands in the most cordial 
manner imaginable. By the way, there is no greater 
bore than being called upon to recollect men with whom 
one had been at school some ten years back. Li the 
first place, if they were not in one's own set, one most 
likely scarcely knew them to speak to; and, in the 
second place, if they were in one's own set, they are 
sure to be entirely opposite to the nature we have since 
acquired : for I scarcely ever knew an instance of the com- 
panions of one's boyhood being agreeable to the tastes of 
one's manhood, — a strong proof of the folly of people who 
send their sons to Eton and Harrow to form connections, 

Clinton was on the eve of setting out upon his travels. 
His intention was to stay a year at Paris, and he was 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 FELHAM; OB, 

fall of the blissful expectations the idea of that city 
had conjured up. We remained together all the even- 
ingy and took a prodigious fancy to one another. Long 
before I went to bed, he had perfectly inoculated me 
with his own ardor for Continental adventures; and, 
indeed, I had half-promised to accompany him. My 
mother, when I first told her of my travelling inten- 
tions, was in despair, but by degrees she grew reconciled 
to the idea. 

" Your health will improve by a purer air,** said she, 
" and your pronunciation of French is at present any- 
thing but correct. Take care of yourself, therefore, my 
dear son, and pray lose no time in engaging Coulon as 
your maitre de danse. " 

My father gave me his blessing, and a check on his 
banker. Within three days I had arranged everything 
with Clinton, and on the fourth I returned with him 
to London. Thence we set off to Dover ; embarked ; 
dined, for the first time in our lives, on French ground; 
were astonished to find so little difference between the 
two countries, and still more so at hearing even the 
little children talk French so well ; ^ proceeded to Abbe- 
ville, — there poor Clinton fell ill. For several days 
we were delayed in that abominable town, and then 
Clinton, by the advice of the doctors, returned to Eng- 
land. I went back with him as far as Dover, and then, 
impatient at my loss of time, took no rest, night or day, 
till I found myself at Paris. 

Young, well-bom, tolerably good-looking, and never 
utterly destitute of money, nor grudging whatever enjoy- 
ment it coutd procure, I entered Paris with the ability 
and the resolution to make the best of those beaux 
fours which so rapidly glide from our possession* 
I See Addison's " Tiavels " for this idea. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Seest thoa how gajly my young maister goes ? 

Bishop Hall's SatireB, 
Qui yit sans folie, n'est pas si sage qa'il croit.^ 

La Roohbfouoault. 

I LOST no time in presenting my letters of introduction, 
and they were as quickly acknowledged by invitations 
to balls and dinners. Paris was full to excess, and of 
a better description of English than those who usually 
overflow that reservoir of the world. My first engage- 
ment was to dine with Lord and Lady Bennington, who 
were among the very few English intimate in the best 
French houses. 

On entering Paris I had resolved to set up ** a char- 
acter;" for I was always of an ambitious nature, and 
desirous of being distinguished from the ordinary herd. 
After various cogitations as to the particular one I 
should assume, I thought nothing appeared more likely 
to be obnoxious to men, and therefore pleasing to 
women, than a n egregious coxco mb; accordingly, I ar- 
ranged my hair into ringlets, dressed myself with sin- 
gular plainness and simplicity (a low person, by the by, 
would have done just the contrary), and, putting on an 
air of exceeding languor, made my maiden appearance 
at Lord Bennington's. The party was small, and 
equally divided between French and English. The 
former had been all emigrants; and the conversation 
was chiefly in our own tongue. 

^ Who liyes without folly is not so wise as he thinks. 
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I was placed at dinner next to Miss Paulding, an 
elderly young lady, of some notoriety at Paris, — very 
clever, very talkative, and very conceited. A yoimg, 
pale, ill-natured-looking man, sat on her left hand; this 
was Mr. Aberton. 

"Dear me!" said Miss Paulding, "what a pretty 
chain that is of yours, Mr. Aberton ! " 

" Yes," said Mr. Aberton, " I know it must be pretty, 
for I got it at Breguet's, with the watch." (How com- 
mon people always buy their opinions with their goods , 
and regulate the height of the former by the mere price 
or fashion of the latter!) 

" Pray, Mr. Pelham," said Miss Paulding, turning to 
me, " have you got one of Breguet's watches yet? " 

" Watch I " said 1; ** do you think / could ever wear 
a watch ? I know nothing so plebeian. What can any 
one but a man of business, who has nine hours for his 
counting-house and one for his dinner, ever possibly 
want to know the time for? 'An assignation,' you will 
say: true, but, if a man is worth having, he is surely 
worth waiting for! " 

Miss Paulding opened her eyes, and Mr. Aberton 
his mouth. A pretty, lively Frenchwoman opposite 
(Madame d'Anville) laughed, and immediately joined 
in our conversation, which, on my part, was, during the 
whole dinner, kept up exactly in the same strain. 

Madame d'Anville was delighted, and Miss Pauld- 
ing astonished. Mr. Aberton muttered to a fat, foolish 
Lord Luscombe, "What a damnation puppy!" — and 

, every one, even to old Madame de Gr s, seemed to 

consider me impertinent enough to become the rage. 

As for me, I was perfectly satisfied with the effect I 
had produced, and I went away the first, in order to 
give the men an opportunity of abusing me ; for when- 
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ever the men abuse, the women, to support alike their 
coquetry and the conversation, think themselves called 
upon to defend. 

The next day I rode into the Champs Elys^es. I 
always valued myself particularly upon my riding, and 
my horse was both the most fiery and the most beautiful 
in Paris. The first person I saw was Madame d'An- 
ville. At that moment I was reining in my horse, and 
conscious, as the wind waved my long curls, that I was 
looking to the very best advantage ; I made my horse 
bound towards her carriage (which she immediately 
stopped), and made at once my salutations and my court. 

* I am going," said she, "to the Duchess D 's 

this evening; it is her night, — do come." 

" I don't know her," said I. 

" Tell me your hotel, and I '11 send you an invitation 
before dinner," rejoined Madame d'Anville. 

"I lodge," said I, "at the H6tel de , Eue de 

Rivoli, on the second floor at present; next year, I sup- 
pose, according to the usual gradations in the life of a 
gargoriy I shall be on the third ; for here the purse and 
the person seem to be playing at see-saw, — the latter 
rises as the former descends." 

We went on conversing for about a quarter of an hour, ! 
in which I endeavored to make the pretty Frenchwoman ' 
believe that all the good opinion I possessed of myself 
the day before, I had that morning entirely transferred 
to her account. 

As I rode home I met Mr. Aberton, with three or four 
other men; with that glaring good-breeding, so peculiar 
to the English, he instantly directed their eyes towards 
me in one mingled and concentrated stare. " N' importer " 
thought I, " they must be devilish clever fellows if they 
can find a single fault either in my horse or myself." 
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CHAPTER XL 

Lad ! what a groap the motley scene discloses, 

False wits, false wives, false virgins, and false spouses. 

Goldsmith's Epilogue to the Corned if of the Sister; 

Madame d' Anville kept her promise, — the invitation 
was 'duly sent, and accordingly, at half -past ten, to the 
Rue d'Anjou I drove. 

The rooms were already full. Lord Bennington was 
standing by the door, and close by him, looking exceed- 
ingly distrait y was my old friend Lord Vincent. They 
both came towards me at the same moment. " Strive 
not," thought I, looking at the stately demeanor of the 
one, and the humorous expression of countenance in the 
other, — " strive not. Tragedy nor Comedy, to engross a 
Garrick." I spoke first to Lord Bennington, for I knew 
he would be the sooner despatched, and then for the next 
quarter of an hour found myself overflowed with all the 
witticisms poor Lord Vincent had for days been obliged 
to retain. I made an engagement to dine with him at 
Vary's the next day, and then glided off towards Madame 
d' Anville. 

She was surrounded with men, and talking to each 
with that vivacity which, in a Frenchwoman, is ao 
graceful, and in an Englishwoman would be so vulgar. 
Though her eyes were not directed towards me, she saw 
me approach by that instinctive perception which all 
coquettes possess, and, suddenly altering her seat, made 
way for mc beside her. I did not lose so favorable an 
opportunity of gaining her good graces, and losing thoBo 
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of all the male animals around her. I sank down on the 
vacant chair, and contrived, with the most unabashed 
effrontery, and yet with the most consummate dexterity, 
to make everything that I said pleasing to her, revolting 
to some one of her attendants. Wormwood himself 
could not have succeeded better. One by one they 
dropped off, and we were left alone among the crowd. 
Then, indeed, I changed the whole tone of my conversa- 
tion. Sentiment succeeded to satire, and the pretence of 
feeling to that of affectation. In short, I was so re- 
solved to please that I could scarcely fail to succeed. 

In this main object of the evening I was not, however, 
solely employed. I should have been very undeserving 
of that character for observation, which I flatter myself 
I peculiarly deserve, if I had not, during the three hours 

I stayed at Madame D 's, conned over every person 

remarkable for anything, from rank to a ribbon. The 
duchesse herself was a fair, pretty, clever woman, with 
manners rather English than French. She was leaning, 
at the time I paid my respects to her, on the arm of an 
Italian count, tolerably well known at Paris. Poor 

i! I hear he is since married. He did not 

deserve so heavy a calamity ! 

Sir Henry Millington was close by her, carefully 
packed up in his coat and waistcoat. Certainly that 
man is the best padder in Europe. 

** Come and sit by me, Millington," cried old Lady 
Oldtown; "I "have a good story to* tell you of the Due 
de ." 

Sir Henry with difficulty turned round his magnificent 
head, and muttered out some unintelligible excuse. 
The fact was, that poor Sir Henry was not that evening 
made to sit down, — he had only his standing-up coat 
on I Lady Oldtown — Heaven knows — is easily con- 
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Boled. She supplied the place of the baronet with a 
most superbly mustachioed German. 

"Who," said I to Madame d'Anville, "are those 
pretty girls in white, talking with such eagerness to Mr. 
Aberton and Lord Luscombe ? " 

"What!" said the Frenchwoman, "have you been 
ten days in Paris and not been introduced to the Miss 
Carltons? Let me tell you that your reputation among 
your countrymen at Paris depends solely upon their 
verdict. " 

" And upon your favor," added I. • 

** Ah ! " said she, " you must have had your origin 
in France; you have something about you almost 
Parisian. " 

"Pray," said I (after having duly acknowledged this 
compliment, — the verj' highest that a Frenchwoman can 
bestow), " what did you really and candidly think of our 
countrymen during your residence in England ? " 

" I will tell you," answered Madame d' Anville ; " they 
are brave, honest, generous, mais Us sont demi- 
barbares / " ^ 

1 Bat they are half-barbarians. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Pia mater 
Phis qnam se sapere, et viitntibns esse priorem 
Volt, et ait prope vera. ^ Hobace'b Satireg. 

Vere (y) inihi festos atias 
Ezimet cans. Horace's Or, 

The next morning I received a letter from my mother. 
"My dear Henry," began my affectionate and incom- 
parable parent, — 

Mt dear Henry, — You have now fairly entered the world, 
and though at your age my advice may be but little foUowed, 
my experience cannot altogether be useless. I shall, therefore, 
make no apology for a few precepts, which I trust may tend 
to make you a wiser and a better man. 

I hope, in the first place, that you have left your letter at 
the ambassador's, and that you will not fail to go there as often 

as possible. Pay your court in particular to Lady . She 

is a charming person, universally popular, and one of the very 
few English people to whom one may safely be civil. Apropos 
of English civility, you have, I hope, by this time discovered 
that you have to assume a very different manner with French 
people from that with our own countrymen: with us, the 
least appearance of feeling or enthusiasm is certain to be 
ridiculed everywhere; but in France, you may venture to seem 
not quite devoid of all natural sentiments. Indeed, if you 

1 With sage advice, and many a soher truth, 
The picas mother moiilds to shape the youth. 

Ha wile's Paraphrase. 
The application of the second motto rests solely upon an xu^ 
tnmslatahle play of words. 
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affect enthusioBHk, they will give you credit for genius, and 
they will place all the qualities of the heart to the account of 
the head. You know that in England, if you seem desirous 
of a person's acquaintance, you are sure to lose it, — they 
imagine you have some design upon their wives or their din- 
ners; but in France you can never lose by politeness : nobody 
will call your civility forwardness and pushing. If the Prin- 

cesse de T , and the Duchesse de D , ask you to their 

houses (which indeed they will, directly you have left your 
letters), go there two or three times a week, if only for a few 
minutes in the evening. It is very hard to be acquainted with 
great French people, but, when you are, it is your own fault 
if you are not intimate with them. 

Most Euglish people have a kind of diffidence and scruple 
at calling in the evening; this is perfectly misplaced : the 
French are never ashamed of themselves, like us, whose per- 
sons, families, and houses are never fit to be seen, unless they 
are dressed out for a party. 

Don*t imagine that the ease of French manners is at aU like 
what ire call ease : you must not lounge on your chair, nor 
put your feet upon a stool, nor forget yourself for one single 
moment when you are talking with women. 

You have heard a great deal about the gallantries of the 
French ladies; but remember that they demand infinitely 
greater attention than English women do ; and that after a 
month's incessant devotion, you may lose everything by a 
moment's neglect. 

You will not, my dear son, misinterpret these hints. I sup- 
pose, of course, that all your liaisons are Platonic. 

Your father is laid up with the gout, and dreadfully ill- 
tempered and peevish; however, I keep out of the way as 
much as possible. I dined yesterday at Lady Roseville's : 
she praised you very much, said your manners were particu- 
larly good, and that no one, if he pleased, could be at once so 
brilliantly original, yet so completely hon ton. Lord Vincent 
is, I understand, at Paris ; though very tiresome ^dth his 
learning and Latin, he is exceedingly clever and much in 
vogue, — be sure to cultivate his acquaintance. 
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If yoa are ever at a loes as to the individual character of a 
person you wish to gain, the general knowledge of human 
nature will teach you one infallible specific, — flattery I The 
quantity and quality may vary according to the exact niceties 
of art ; but, in any quantity and in any quality, it is more or 
leas acceptable, and therefore certain to please. Only never 
(or at least veiy rarely) flatter when other people, besides the 
one to be flattered, are by ; in that case you offend the rest, 
and you make even your intended dupe ashamed to be 
pleased. 

In general, weak minds think only of others, and yet seem 
only occupied with themselves; ytm, on the contrary, must 
appear wholly engrossed with those about you, and yet never 
have a single idea which does not terminate in yourself: a 
fool, my dear Henry, flatters himself, — a wise man flatten 
the fool. 

€k>d bless you, my dear child, take care of your health, — 
don't forget Coulon; and believe me your most affectionate 
mother, 

F. P. 

By the time I had read this letter, and dressed myself 
for the evening, Vincent's carriage was at the door. I 
hate the afifectation of keeping people waiting, and 
went down so quickly that I met his facetious lordship 
upon the stairs. ** DevilisH windy," said I, as we were 
getting into the carriage. 

" Yes," said Vincent; " but the moral Horace reminds 
UB of our remedies as well as our misfortune, — 

* Jam galeam Pallas, et aegida, 
Cumisque — parat/ — 

namely : ' Proyidence that prepares the ^oZe, gives ns 
also a greatcoat and a carriage. ' " 

We were not long driving to the Palais Boyal. 
Vary's was crowded to excess. "A very low set!** 
said Lord Vincent (who, being half a Liberal, is of 
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course a thorough aristocrat), looking round at the 
various English who occupied the apartment. 

There was, indeed, a motley congregation; country 
esquires; extracts from the universities; half -pay oflSi- 
cers ; city clerks in frogged coats and mustaches ; two or 
three of a better-looking description, but in reality half- 
swindlers, half -gentlemen, — all, in short, fit specimens 
of that wandering tribe which spread over the Continent 
the renown and the ridicule of good old England. 

" Gargon^ gargon,*^ cried a stout gentleman, who made 
one of three at the table next to us, '^ donnez-nous una 
sole frite pour un^ et des pommes de terre pour trots / " 

" Humph! " said Lord Vincent; " fine ideas of Eng- 
lish taste these gargons must entertain ; men who prefer 
fried soles and potatoes to the various delicacies they 
can command here, might, by the same perversion of 
taste, prefer Bloomfield's poems to Byron's. Delicate 
taste depends solely upon the physical construction; 
and a man who has it not in cookery, must want it in 
literature. Fried sole and potatoes ! If I had written 
a volume whose merit was in elegance, T would not 
show it to such a man ! — but he might be an admirable 
critic upon 'Cobbett's Register,' or * Every Man his own 
Brewer.'" 

" Excessively true," said I; " what shall we order?" 

" D^ahordy des huttres d^Ostendey" said Vincent, ** as 
to the rest," taking hold of the carte, " deliberare utUia 
mora utilissima est, " * 

We were soon engaged in all the pleasures and pains 
of a dinner. ** Petimus,'* said Lord Vincent, helping 
himself to some poulet a VAusterlitz, — *' petimus hens 
vivere, — quod petis, hie est. " * 

^ To deliberate on things osefiil is the moet nsefnl delay. 
* We seek to live weU — what you seek is here. 
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We were not, however, assured of that fact at the 
termination of dinner. If half the dishes were well 
conceived and better executed, the other half were pro- 
portionably bad. V^ry is, indeed, no longer the prince 
of restaurateurs. The low English who have flocked 
thither have entirely ruined the place. What waiter, 
— what cook can possibly respect men who take no 
soup, and begin with a roti ; who know neither what is 
good nor what is bad ; who eat rognons at dinner instead 
of at breakfast, and fall into raptures over sauce Robert 
and pieds de cochon; who cannot tell, at the first taste, 
whether the beaune is premiere qualtte, or the fricassSe 
made of yesterday's chicken ; who suffer in the stomach 
after a champignon, and die with indigestion of a 
truffle? Oh, English people, English people! why can\ 
you not stay and perish of apoplexy and Yorkshire j 
pudding at home ? 

By the time we had drunk our coffee it was consider- 
ably past nine o'clock, and Vincent had business at the 
ambassador's before ten; we therefore parted for the 
night. 

" What do you think of Vary's? " said I, as we were 
at the door. 

" Why," replied Vincent, ** when I recall the aston- 
ishing heat of the place, which has almost sent me to 
sleep; the exceeding number of times in which that 
bicasse had been re-roasted, and the extortionate length 
of our bills, I say of Vary's, what Hamlet said of the 
world, * Weary, stale, and unprofitable/* " 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

I wonld fight with proadBwords, and nnk pdnt on the fiist plood 
drawn like a gentleman's. — The Chnrnkles of the CanongaU, 

I STBOLLED idly along the Palais Boyal (which English 
people, in some silly proverb, call the capitcU of Paris, 
whereas no French man of any rank, nor French woman 
of any respectability, is ever seen in its promenades), 
till, being somewhat curious to enter some of the smaller 
cafes f I went into one of the meanest of them, took up a 
** Journal des Spectacles," and called for some lemonade. 
At the next table to me sat two or three Frenchmen, 
evidently of inferior rank, and talking very loudly over 
England and the English. Their attention was soon 
fixed upon me. 

Have you ever observed that if people are disposed to 
think ill of you, nothing so soon determines them to do 
/SO as any act of yours, which, however innocent and 
inoffensive, differs from their ordinary habits and cus- 
toms? No sooner had my lemonade made its appear- 
ance, than I perceived an increased sensation among my 
neighbors of the next table. In the first place, lemonade 
is not much drunk, as you may suppose, among the 
French in winter; and, in the second, my beverage 
had an appearance of ostentation, from being one of the 
dearest articles I could have called for. Unhappily I 
dropped my newspaper, — it fell under the Frenchmen's 
table; instead of calling the gargon I was foolish 
enough to stoop for it myself. It was exactly under the 
feet of one of the Frenchmen; I asked him with the 
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greatest civility to move : he made no reply. I could 
not, for the life of me, refrain from giving him a slight, 
very slight push; the next moment he moved in good 
earnest; the whole party sprang up as he set the exam- 
ple. The oifended leg gave three terrific stamps upon 
the ground, and I was immediately assailed by a whole 
volley of unintelligible abuse. At that time I was very 
little accustomed to French vehemence, and perfectly 
unable to reply to the vituperations I received. 

Instead of answering them, I therefore deliberated 
what was best to be done. If, thought I, I walk away, 
they will think me a coward, and insult me in the 
streets; if I challenge them, I shall have to fight with 
men probably no better than shopkeepers; if I strike 
this most noisy amongst them, he may be silenced, or 
he may demand satisfaction: if the former, well and 
good ; if the latter, why I shall have a better excuse for 
fighting him than I should have now. 

My resolution was therefore taken. I was never 
more free from passion in my life, and it was, therefore, 
with the utmost calmness and composure that, in the 
midst of my antagonist's harangue, I raised my hand 
and — quietly knocked him down. 

He rose in a moment. ** Sortons/* said he, in a low 
tone; " a Frenchman never forgives a blow! " 

At that moment an Englishman, who had been sitting 
unnoticed in an obscure comer of the cafS^ came up and 
took me aside. 

'' Sir," said he, ** don't think of fighting the man ; he 
/is a tradesman in the Kue St. Honor^. I myself have 
seen him behind the counter; remember that 'a ram 
" TMJLy kill a butcher. * " 

" Sir," I replied, ^ I thank you a thousand times for 
your information. Fight, however, I must, and I'll 
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give you, like the Irishman, my reasons afterwards. 
Perhaps you will be my second t " 

^ With pleasure/' said the Englishman (a Frenchman 
would have said, ** with pain / " ). 

We left the cafe together. My countryman asked 
them if he should go to the gunsmith's for the pistols. 

''Pistols!" said the Frenchman's second; "we will 
only fight with swords. " 

" No, no," said my new friend. "^On ne prend pas 
le lievre au tambourin,* We are the challenged, and 
therefore have the choice of weapons. " 

Luckily I overheard this dispute, and called to my 
second, * Swords or pistols," said I ; " it is quite the same 
to me. I am not bad at either, only do make haste." 

Swords, then, were chosen, and soon procured. 
Frenchmen never grow cool upon their quarrels : and as 
it was a fine, clear, starlight night, we went forthwith 
to the Bois de Boulogne. We fixed our ground on a 
spot tolerably retired, and, I should think, pretty often 
frequented for the same purpose. I was exceedingly 
confident, for I knew myself to have few equals in the 
art of fencing ; and I had all the advantage of coolness, 
which my hero was a great deal too much in earnest to 
possess. We joined swords, and in a very few moments 
I discovered that my opponent's life was at my disposal. 

'' Cest bieuy'' thought I; "for once I'll behave 
handsomely." 

The Frenchman made a desperate lunge. I struck 
his sword from his hand, caught it instantly, and, pre- 
senting it to him again, said, — 

" I think myself peculiarly fortunate that I may now 
apologize for the afiront I have put upon you. Will 
you permit my sincerest apologies to suffice? A man 
who can so well resent an injury, can forgive one." 
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Was there ever a Frenchman not taken by a fine 
phrase ? My hero received the sword with a low bow, 
— the tears came into his eyes. 

" Sir," said he, " you have twice conquered.** 

We left the spot with the greatest amity and affection, 
and re-entered, with a profusion of bows, our several 
fiacres. 

" Let me,'* I said, when I found myself alone with my 
second, — " let me thank you most cordially for your as- 
sistance; and allow me to cultivate an acquaintance so 

singularly begun. I lodge at the H6tel de , 

Rue de Rivoli ; my name is Pelham. Yours is — ** 

" Thornton,'* replied my countryman. ** I will lose 
no time in profiting by an o£fer of acquaintance which 
does me so much honor. " 

With these and various other fine speeches we em- 
ployed the time till I was set down at my hotel ; and my 
companion, drawing his cloak round him, departed on 
foot, to fulfil (he said, with a mysterious air) a certain 
assignation in the Faubou^ St. Germain. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Ewt homo ingeniosaB, acntiis, aoer, et qui plurimnm et salia hAberet 
et f elliB, nee candoris miniu.^ — Flint. 

I DO not know a more dijQicalt character to describe than 
Lord Vincent's. Did I imitate certain writers, who 
think that the whole art of portraying individual char- 
acter is to seize hold of some prominent peculiarity, and 
to introduce this distinguishing trait in all times and in 
all scenes, the difficulty would be removed. I should 
only have to present to the reader a man whose conversa- 
tion was nothing but alternate jest and quotation, — a 
due union of Yorick and l^artridge. This would, how- 
ever, be rendering great injustice to the character I wish 
to delineate. There were times when Vincent was 
earnestly engrossed in discusbion in which a jest rarely 
escaped him, and quotation was introduced only as a 
serious illustration, — not as a .humorous peculiarity. 
He possessed great miscellaneous erudition, and a mem- 
ory perfectly surprising for its fidelity and extent. He 
was a severe critic, and had a peculiar art of quoting 
from each author he reviewed, some part that particularly 
told against him. Like most men, if in the theory of 
philosophy he was tolerably rigid, in its practice he was 
more than tolerably loose. By his tenets you would 
have considered him a very Gato for stubbornness and 
sternness; yet was he a very child in his concession to 

^ He was a clever and able man, — acute, sharp, with abundance 
of wit, and no lese of candor. — Ck>OKB. 
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the whim of the moment. Fond of meditation and 
lesearch, he was still fonder of mirth and amusement; 
and, while he was among the most instructive, he was 
also the boonest of companions. When alone with me, 
or with men whom he imagined like me, his pedantry 
(for, more or less, he always Wds pedantic) took only a 
jocular tone ; with the savant or the bel esprit^ it be- 
came grave, searching, and sarcastic. He was rather a 
contradictor than a favorer of ordinary opinions; and 
this, perhaps, led him not unoften into paradox: yet 
was there much soundness, even in his most vehement 
notions, and the strength of mind which made him 
think only for himself, was visible in all the produc- 
tions it created. I have hitherto only given his con- 
versation in one of its moods; henceforth I shall be 
just enough occasionally to be dull, and to present it 
sometimes to the reader in a graver tone. 

Buried deep beneath the surface of his character was a 
hidden, yet a restless ambition; but this was, perhaps, 
at present, a secret even to himself. We know not our 
own characters till time teaches us self-knowledge : if we 
are wise^ we may thank ourselves; if we are greats we 
must thank fortune. 

It was this insight into Vincent's nature which drew 
us closer together. I recognized in the man, who as yet 
was playing a part, a resemblance to myself, while he, 
perhaps, saw at times that I was somewhat better than 
the yoluptuary, and somewhat wiser than the coxcomb, 
which were all that at present it suited me to appear. 

In person, Vincejit was short, and ungracefully 
formed, but his countenance was singularly fine. His 
eyes were dark, bright, and penetrating, and his fore- 
head (high and thoughtful) corrected the playful smile 
of his mouth, which might otherwise have given to his 
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features too great an expression of levity. He was not 
positively ill dressed, yet he paid no attention to any 
external art, except cleanliness. His usual garb was a 
brown coat much too large for him; a colored neckcloth; 
a spotted waistcoat; gray trousers; and short gaiters, — 
add to these gloves of most unsullied doeskin, and a 
curiously thick cane, and the portrait is complete. 

In manners, he was civil or rude, familiar or distant, 
just as the whim seized him; never was there any ad- 
dress less common and less artificial. What a rare gift, 
by the by, is that of manners! How difficult to define — 
how much more difficult to impart! Better for a man to 
possess them, than wealth, beauty, or even talent, if it 
fall short of genius, — they will more than supply all. 
He who enjoys their advantages in the highest degree, 
— namely, he who can please, penetrate, persuade, as 
the object may require , — possesses the subtlest secret of 
the diplomatist and the statesman, and wants nothing 
but luck and opportunity to become " great." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Le plaisir de la 80ci^t<^ entre les amis se cultive par nne ressemblance 
de go(it sur ce qui regarde lea moeurs, et par qnelqae difference 
d'opinioDs sur les sciences; par Ik on Ton s'affermit dans sea 
sentiments, on Ton s'exerce et I'on s'instruit par la dispute.^ — 
La Brut^ke. 

Thebb was a party at Monsieur de V e's, to which 

Vincent and myself were the only Englishmen invited; 

accordingly, as the Hotel de V was in the same street 

as my hotel, we dined together at my rooms, and walked 
from thence to the minister's house. 

The party was as stiff and formal as such assemblies 
invariably are, and we were both delighted when we 
espied Monsieur d'A , a man of much conversa- 
tional talent, and some celebrity as an ultra writer, 
forming a little group in one comer of the room. 

We took advantage of our acquaintance with the ur- 
bane Frenchman to join his party; the conversation 
turned almost entirely on literary subjects. Allusion 
being made to Schlegel's " History of Literature," and 
the severity with which he speaks of Helvetius, and 
the philosophers of his school, we began to discuss what 
harm the free-thinkers in philosophy had effected. 

"Eor my part," said Vincent, ** I am not able to 
divine why we are supposed, in works where there is 

^ The pleasure of society amongst friends is cultivated by re- 
semblance of taste as to manners, bnt some difference of opinion as 
to mental acquisitions. Thus, while it is confirmed by congenial- 
ity of sentiments, it gains exercise and instruction by intellectual 
discussion. 
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much truth, and little falsehood, much good, and little 
evil, to see only the evil and the falsehood, to the utter 
exclusion of the truth and the good. All men whose 
minds are sufficiently laborious or acute to love the 
reading of metaphysical inquiries, will, by the same 
labor and acuteness, separate the chaff from the com, — 
the false from the true. It is the young, the light, the 
superficial who are easily misled by error, and incapable 
of discerning its fallacy; but tell me if it is the light, 
the young, the superficial who are in the habit of reading 
the abstruse and subtle speculations of the philosopher. 
No, no ! believe me that it is the very studies Monsieur 
Sehlegel recommends which do harm to morality and 
virtue; it is the study of literature itself ^ the play, the 
poem, the novel, which all minds, however frivolous, 
can enjoy and understand, tbat constitute the real foes 
of religion and moral improvement." 

* Ma foiy" cried Monsieur de Q (who was a 

little writer, and a great reader, of romances), ^'why, 
you would not deprive us of the politer literature, — 
you would not bid us shut up our novels, and bum our 
theatres?" 

" Certainly not I " replied Vincent; " and it is in this 
particular that I differ from certain modem philosophers 
of our own country, for whom, for the most part, I 
entertain the highest veneration. I would not deprive 
life of a single grace, or a single enjoyment, but I would 
counteract whatever is pernicious in whatever is elegant: 
if among my flowers there is a snake, I would not root 
up my flowers; I would kill the snake. Thus, who are 
they that derive from fiction and literature a prejudicial 
effect t We have seen already, — the light and superfi- 
cial t But who are they that derive profit from them ? 
—they who enjoy well-regulated and discerning minds: 
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who pleasure t — all mankind / Would it not therefore 
6e better, inBtead of depriving some of profit, and all 
of pleasure, by banishing poetry and fiction from our 
Utopia, to correct the minds which find evil, where, 
if they were properly instructed, they would find good t 
Wliether we agree with Helvetius, that all men are 
bom with an equal capacity of improvement, or merely 
go the length with all other metaphysicians, that educa- 
tion can improve the human mind to an extent yet 
incalculable, it must be quite clear that we can give 
sound views, instead of fallacies, and make common 
truths as easy to discern and adopt as common errors. 
But if we effect this, which we all allow is so easy, with 
our children; if we strengthen their minds, instead of 
weakening them, and clear their vision, rather than 
confuse it, from that moment we remove the prejudi- 
cial effects of fiction, and just as we have taught them 
to use a knife without cutting their fingers, we teach 
them to make use of fiction without perverting it to 
their prejudice. What philosopher was ever hurt by 
reading the novels of L— , or seeing the comedies 
of Molidret You understand me then. Monsieur de 

G ; I do, it is true, think that polite literature 

(as it is termed) is prejudicial to the superficial, but 
for that reason I would not do away with the literature ; 
I would do away with the superficial. " 

" I deny," said Monsieur d'A , "that this is so 

easy a task, — you cannot make all men wise." 

" No," replied Vincent; " but you can all children^ — 
at least to a certain extent. Since you cannot deny the 
prodigious effects of education, you must allow that they 
will, at least, give common-sense ; for, if they cannot do 
this, they can do nothing. Now, common-sense is all « 
that is necessary to distinguish what is good and evilj 
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whether it be in life or in books : but then your educa- 
tion must not be that of public teaching and private 
fooling ; you must not counteract the effects of common- 
sense by instilling prejudice, or encouraging weakness; 
your education may not be carried to the utmost goal, 
but as far as it does go, you must see that the road is 
clear. Now, for instance, with regard to fiction, you 
must not first, as is done in all modern education, admit 
the disease, and then dose with warm water to expel it; 
you must not put fiction into your child's hands, and 
not give him a single principle to guide his judgment 
respecting it, till his mind has got wedded to the poison, 
and too weak, by its long use, to digest the antidote. 
No; first fortify his intellect by reason, and you may 
then please his fancy by fiction. Do not excite his 
imagination with love and glory till you can instruct 
his judgment as to what love and glory are. Teach 
him, in short, to reflect, before you permit him full 
indulgence to imagirie." 

Here there was a pause. Monsieur d*A looked 

very ill-pleased, and poor Monsieur de Gr thought 

that, somehow or other, his romance writing was called 
into question. In order to soothe them I introduced 
some subject which permitted a little national flattery; 
the conversation then turned insensibly on the character 
of the French people. 

"Never," said Vincent, * has there been a character 
more often described, — never one less understood. 
You have been termed superficial. I think, of all 
people, that you least deserve the accusation. With 
regard to the few, your philosophers, your mathemati- 
cians, your men of science, are consulted by those of 
other nations, as some of their profoundest authorities. 
With regard to the many^ the charge is still more 
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Tmfoimded. Compare your mob, whether of gentle- 
men or plebeians, to those of Germany, Italy, — even 
England, — and I own, in spite of my national prepos- 
sessions, that the comparison is infinitely in your favor. 
The country gentleman, the lawyer, the petit mattre 
of England, are proverbially inane and ill-informed. 
With yon, the classes of society that answer to those 
respective grades, have much information in literature, 
and often not a little in science. In like manner, your 
tradesmen and your servants are of better cultivated, 
and less prejudiced minds than those ranks in England. 
The fact is, that all with you pretend to be savans, and 
this is the chief reason why you have been censured as 
shallow. We see your fine gentleman, or your petit 
bourgeois f give himself the airs of a critic or a philoso- 
pher; and because he is neither a Scaliger nor a Newton, 
we forget that he' is onli/ the bourgeois or the petit 
maitre, and brand all your philosophers and critics with 
the censure of superficiality, which this shallow indi- 
vidual of a shallow order may justly have deserved. 
We, the English, it is true, do not expose ourselves 
thus: our dandies, our tradesmen do not vent second- 
rate philosophy on the human mind, nor on les beaux 
arts: but why is this? Not because they are better 
informed than their correspondent ciphers in France, 
but because they are much worse informed ; not because 
they can say a great deal more on the subject, but be- 
cause they can say nothing at all." 

"You do us more than justice," said Monsieur 

d' A , " in this instance ; are you disposed to do 

us justice in another? It is a favorite propensity of 
your countrymen to accuse us of heartlessness and 
want of feeling. Think you that this acciisation is 
deserved ? " 
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" By no means," replied Vincent. " The same caxise 
that brought on you the erroneous censure we have 
before mentioned, appears to me also to have created 
this, — namely, a sort of Palais Boyal vanity, common 
to all your nation, which induces you to make as much 
display at the shop window as possible. You show 
great cordiality, and even enthusiasm to strangers: you 
turn your back on them, — you forget them. * How 
heartless! ' cry we. Not at all I The English show no 
cordiality, no enthusiasm to strangers, it is true; but 
they equally turn their backs on them, and equally 
forget them! The only respect, therefore, in which 
they differ from you, is the previous kindness: now, 
if we are to receive strangers, I can really see no rea- 
son why we are not to be as civil to them as possible; 
and, so far from imputing the desire to please them to 
a bad heart, I think it a thousand times more amiable 
and benevolent than telling them h VAnglaise^ by your 
morosity and reserve, that you do not care a pin what 
becomes of them. If I am only to walk a mile with a 
man, why should I not make that mile as pleasant to 
him as I can; or why, above all, if I choose to be sulky, 
and tell him to go and^ be d — d, am I to swell out my 
chest, color with conscious virtue, and cry, see what a 

good heart I have?* Ah, Monsieur d'A , since 

benevolence is inseparable from all morality, it must 
be clear that there is a benevolence in little things as 
well as in great, and that he who strives to make his 
fellow-creatures happy , though only for an instant, is a 
much better man than he who is indifferent to, or (what 

* Mr. Felham, it will be remembered, has pievised the reader 
that Lord Vincent was somewhat addicted to paradox. His opin- 
ions on the French character are to be taken with a certain resenre. 

— AUTHOB. 
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is woise) despises it. Nor do I, to say truth, see that 
kindness to an acquaintance is at all destructive to sin* 
oerity to a friend; on the contrary, I have yet to learn 
that you are (according to the customs of your country) 
worse friends, worse husbands, or worse fathers than we 
^!" 

"What I" cried I, "you forget yourself, Vincent. 
How can the private virtues be cultivated without a 
coal fire f Is not domestic affection a synonymous term 
with domestic hearth? and where do you find either, 
except in honest old England 1 " 

"True,'* replied Vincent; " and it is certainly impos- 
sible for a father and his family to be as fond of each 
other on a bright day in the Tuileries, or at Versailles, 
with music and dancing, and fresh air, as they would be 
in a back parlor, by a smoky hearth, occupied entirely 
by le ban phre, et la bonne mire ; while the poor little 
children sit at the other end of the table whispering and 
shivering, debarred the vent of all natural spirits, for 
fear of making a noise ; and strangely uniting the idea 
of the domestic hearth with that of a hobgoblin, and thi 
association of dear papa with that of a birch rod. '' 

We all laughed at this reply, and Monsieur d'A , 

rising to depart, said, " Well, well, Milord ^ your coun- 
trymen are great generalizers in philosophy ; they reduce 
human actions to two grand touchstones. All hilarity, 
they consider the sign of a shallow mind; and all kind- 
ness, the token of a false heart." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Quia sapiens bono 
Confidat fragili ? > —Seneca. 
Giammatici certant, et adhuc sub judice lis est.* — Hob. 

When I first went to Paris, I took a French master to 
perfect me m the Parisian pronunciation. This " haber- 
dasher of pronouns " was a person of the name of Margot. 
He was a tall, solemn man, with a face of the most im- 
perturbable gravity. He would have been inestimable 
as an undertaker. His hair was of a pale yellow; you 
would have thought it had caught a bilious complaint 
from his complexion. The latter was, indeed, of so 
sombre a saffron, that it looked as if ten livers had been 
forced into a jaundice in order to supply its color. His 
forehead was high, bald, and very narrow. His cheek- 
bones were extremely prominent, and his cheeks so thin, 
that they seemed happier than Pyramus and Thisbe, and 
kissed each other inside without any separation or divi- 
sion. His face was as sharp and almost as long as an 
inverted pyramid, and was garnished on either side by a 
miserable, half -starved whisker, which seemed scarcely 
able to maintain itself amidnt the general symptoms of 
atrophy and decay. This charming countenance was 
supported by a figure so long, so straight, so shadowy, 
that you might have taken it for the Monument in a 
consumption ! 

1 What wise man confides in the fragile 1 
^ Grammarians dispute, and the matter is still under considera- 
tion of the judge. 
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But the chief characteristic of the man was the utter 
and wonderful gravity I have before spoken of. Tou 
could no more have coaxed a smile out of his counte- 
nance, than you could out of the poker ; and yet Mon- 
sieur Margot was by no means a melancholy man. He 
loved his joke, and his wine, and his dinner, just as 
much as if he had been of a fatter frame; and it was a 
fine specimen of the practical antithesis, to hear a good 
story, or a jovial expression, leap friskily out of that 
long, curved mouth; it was at once a paradox and a 
bathos, — it was the mouse coming out of its hole in 
Ely Cathedral. 

I said that this gravity was Monsieur Margot's most es- 
pecial characteristic. I forgot; he had two others equally 
remarkable: the one was an ardent admiration for the 
chivalrous, the other an ardent admiration for himself. 
Both of these are traits common enough in a French- 
man, but in Monsieur Margot their excesses rendered 
them uncommon. He was a most ultra specimen of 
le chevalier amouretiXy a mixture of Don Quixote and 
the Due de Lauzun. Whenever he spoke of the present 
tense, even en professeuVy he always gave a sigh to the 
preterite, and an anecdote of Bayard; whenever he con- 
jugated a verb, he paused to tell me that the favorite one 
of his female pupils vraaje faime. 

In short, he had tales of his own good fortune, and 
of other people's brave exploits, which, without much 
exaggeration, were almost as long, and had, perhaps, 
as little substance as himself; but the former was his 
favorite topic. To hear him, one would have imagined 
that his face, in borrowing the sharpness of the needle, 
had borrowed also its attraction ; — and then the pretti- 
ness of Monsieur Margot's modesty I 

* It is very extraordinary," said he, " very extraor- 

VOL. I. — 5 
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dinary, for I have no time to give myself up to those 
affairs : it is not, Monsieur, as if I had youi^ leisure to 
employ all the little preliminary c^rts of creating la belle 
passion. NoUy Monsieur, I go to church, to the play, 
to the Tuileries, for a hrief relaxation, — and me voUa 
partovt aecahU with my good fortune. I am not hand- 
some, Monsieur, — at least, not very ; it is true that I 
have expression, a certain avr noble (my first cousin, 
Monsieur, is the Chevalier de Margot), and, ahove all, 
soul in my physiognomy. The women love soul, Mon- 
sieur, — something intellectual and spiritual always 
attracts them; yet my success certainly is singular." 

" Bah! Monsieur,** replied I; ** with dignity, expres- 
sion, and soul, how could the heart of any French- 
woman resist you? No, you do yourself injustice. It 
was said of CaBsar, that he was great without an effort; 
much moi'e, then, may Monsieur Margot be happy with- 
out an exertion. " 

" Ah, Monsieur! " rejoined the Frenchman, still 
looking 

^ As weak, as earnest, and as gravely out 
As sober Lanesbro' dancing with the gout." 

" Ah, Monsieur, there is a depth and truth in your 
remarks, worthy of Montaigne. As it is impossible to 
account for the caprices of women, so it is impossible 
for ourselves to analyze the merit they discover in us ; 
but, Monsieur, hear me, — at the house where I lodge 
there is an English lady en pension. Eh Men, Mon- 
sieur, you guess the rest; she has taken a caprioe for 
me, and this very night she will admit me to her apart- 
ment. She is very handsome, — ah, qu'elle est belief 
unejolie petite bouche, une denture iblouissante, un neM 
tout a fait gree, in fine, quite a bouton de rase." 

I expressed my envy at Monsieur Margot's good for- 
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tune, and when he had sufficiently dilated upon it, he 
withdrew. Shortly afterwards Vincent entered : " I 
have a dinner invitation foi hoth of us to-day," said 
he; "you will come?" 

** Most certainly," replied I; ** but who is the person 
we are to honor ? " 

" A Madame Laurent," replied Vincent; " one of those 
ladies only found at Paris, who live upon anything rather 
than their income. She keeps a tolerable table, haunted 
with Poles, Eussians, Austrians, and idle Frenchmen, 
peregrince gentis amoenum hospitium. As yet she has 
not the happiness to be acquainted with any English- 
men (though she boards one of our countrywomen) , and 
(as she is desirous of making her fortune as soon as pos- 
sible) she is very anxious of having that honor. She 
has heard vast reports of our wealth and wisdom, and 
flatters herself that we are so many ambulatory Indies : 
in good truth a Frenchwoman thinks she is never in 
want of a fortune as long as there 's a rich fool in the 
world. 

' Stoltitiam patiimtor opes,' 

is her hope ; and 

' Ut tvifortunamy sic noe te, Celse, feremus,* 
is her motto." 

" Madame Laurent I " repeated I ; " why, surely that is 
the name of Monsieur Margot's landlady. " 

" I hope not," cried Vincent, " for the sake of our din- 
ner; he reflects no credit on her good cheer, — 

' Who eats fat dinners, should himself be fftt.' ** 

* At all events," said I, " we can try the good lady for 
once. I am very anxious to see a coimtry woman of ours, 
probably the very one you speak of, whom Monsieur 
Margot eulogizes in glowing colors, and who has, more- 
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over, taken a violent fancy for my solemn preceptor. 
What think you of that, Vincent?" 

* Nothing extraordinary," replied Vincent; * the lady 
only exclaims with the moralist, — 

Love, virtue, valor, yea, all human eharms. 
Are shrunk and centred in that heap of bonei. 
Oh, there are wondrous heauties in the graoe 1 ' " 

I made some punning rejoinder, and we sallied out to 
earn an appetite in the Tuileries for Madame Laurent's 
dinner. 

At the hour of half-past five we repaired to our 
engagement. Madame Laurent received us with the 
most evident satisfaction, and introduced us forthwith 
to our countrywoman. She was a pretty, fair, shrewd- 
looking person, with an eye and lip which, unless it 
greatly helied her, showed her much more inclined to 
he merry and wise, than honest and true. 

Presently Monsieur Margot made his appearance. 
Though very much surprised at seeing me, he did not 
appear the least jealous of my attentions to his inama- 
rata. Indeed, the good gentleman was far too much 
pleased with himself to he susceptihle to the suspicions 
common to less fortunate lovers. At dinner I sat next 
to the pretty Englishwoman, whose name was Green. 

''Monsieur Margot," said I, ''has often spoken to 
me of you before I had the happiness of being person- 
ally convinced how true and unexaggerated were his 
sentiments. " 

" Oh I " cried Mrs. Green, with an arch laugh, *' you are 
acquainted with Monsieur Margot, then? " 

" I have that honor," said I. * I receive from him 
every morning lessons both in love and languages. He 
is perfect master of both." 
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Mrs. Green burst out laughing. 

** Ahy lepauvreprofesseurl" cried she; *'he is too 
absurd r* 

''He tells me,'* said I, gravely, ^that he is quite 
accaJbU with his bournes fortunesy — possibly he flatters 
himself that even you are not perfectly inaccessible to 
his addresses.'' 

" Tell me, Mr. Pelham," said the fair Mrs. Green, *' can 
you pass by this street about half-past twelve to-night? " 

"I will make a point of doing so," replied I, not a 
little surprised by the question. 

" Do," said she, " and now let us talk of old England. " 

When we went away I told Vincent of my appoint- 
ment. 

"* What I " said he, ** eclipse Monsieur Maigot! Im- 
possible! " 

"You are right," replied T, "nor is it my hope; 
there is some trick afloat to which we may as well be 
spectators. " 

" With all my heart! " answered Vincent; " let us go 

till then to the Duchesse de G^ .'' I assented, and 

we drove to the Rue de . 

The Duchesse de G^ was a fine relic of the ancien 

r^gime^ — tall and stately, with her own gray hair erSpe, 
and surmounted by a high cap of the most dazzling 
blonde. She had been one of the earliest emigrants, 
and had stayed for many months with my mother, whom 
she professed to rank amongst her dearest friends. The 
duchesse possessed to perfection that singular mSlange 
of ostentation and ignorance which was so peculiar to 
the ante-revolutionists. She would talk of the last 
tragedy with the emphatic tone of a connoisseur, in the 
same breath that she would ask, with Marie Antoinette, 
why the poor people were so clamorous for breads when 
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they might buy such nice cakes for two-pence a pieoe t 
"To give you an idea of the Irish," said she one day 
to an inquisitive marquess, "know that they prefer 
potatoes to mutton!" 

Her soirees were among the most agreeable at Paris, 
— she united all the rank and talent to be found in 
the ultra party, for she professed to be quite a female 
Maecenas; and whether it was a mathematician or a 
romance-writer, a naturalist or a poet, she held open 
house for all, and conversed with each with equal 
fluency and self-satisfaction. 

A new play had just been acted, and the conversation, 
after a few preliminary hoverings, settled upon it. 

" You see," said the duchesse, ** that we have actors, 
you authors; of what avail ^s it that you boast of a 
Shakespeare, since your Liseton, great as he is, cannot 
be compared with our Talma?" 

" And yet," said I, preserving my gravity with a per- 
tinacity which nearly made Vincent and the rest of our 
compatriots assembled lose theirs, " Madame must allow 
that there is a striking resemblance in their persons and 
the sublimity of their acting 1 " 

" Pour ga fen eonviens," replied this critique de 
VEcole des Femmes. ^^ Mais cependant Liseton rCa 
pas la naturey PdmSf la grandeur de Talma/ "^ 

" And will you then allow us no actors of merits f " 
asked Vincent. 

** Mais out/ — dans le genre comique, par exemple 
voire huffo Kean met dixfoisplus d^ esprit et de droUerie 
dans see roles que La Porte" ^ 

1 I grant that ; but Liston, however, has not the natue, the son], 
the grandeur of Talma. 

> Tea, in comedy, for instance, yoor Kean has ten times more 
rivacity and drollery than La Porte. 
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''The impartial and profound judgment of madame 
admits of no further discussion on this point," said I. 
''What does she think of the present state of our 
dramatic literdture?** 

"Why," replied madame, "you have many great 
poets; but when they write for the stage they lose 
themselves entirely: your Valter Soote's play of Kobe 
Boi is very inferior to his novel of the same name. " 

"It is a great pity," said I, "that Byron did not turn 
his 'Childe Harold' into a tragedy; it has so much 
energy^ action , — variety I " 

"Very true," said madame, with a sigh; "but the 
tragedy is, after all, only suited to our nation, — we 
alone carry it to perfection." 

"Yet," said I, " Goldoni wrote a/ew fine tragedies,** 

^^Eh bienf* said madame; "one rose does not con- 
stitute a garden ! " 

And satisfied with this remark, la femme savante 
turned to a celebrated traveller to discuss with him the 
chance of discovering the North Pole. 

There were one or two clever Englishmen present; 
Vincent and I joined them. 

"Have you met the Persian prince yet?" said Sir 
George Lynton to me ; " he is a man of much talent, 
and great desire of knowledge. He intends to publish 
his observations on Paris, and I suppose we shall have 
an admirable supplement to Montesquieu's ' Lettres 
Persannes ' ! " 

"I wish we had," said Vincent; ** there are few better - 
satires on a civilized country than the observations of 
visitors less polished; while on the contrary the civi- 
lized traveller, in describing the manners of the American 
barbarian, instead of conveying ridicule upon the visited, 
points the sarcasm on the visitor; and Tacitus could not 
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have thought of a finer or nobler satire on the Koman 
luxuries than that insinuated by his treatise on the 
German simplicity." 

* What," said Monsieur d'E (an intelligent ci- 
devant imigrS) — "what political writer is generally 
esteemed as your best?" 

"It is difficult to say," replied Vincent, "since with 
60 many parties we have many idols; but I think I 
might venture to name Bolingbroke as among the most 
popular. Perhaps, indeed, it would be difficult to select 
a name more frequently quoted and discussed than his ; 
and yet his political works are not very valuable from 
political knowledge: they contain many lofty senti- 
ments, and many beautiful yet scattered truths; but 
they were written when legislation, most debated, was 
least understood, and ought to be admired rather as 
^excellent for the day than admirable in themselves. 
The life of Bolingbroke would convey a juster moral 
than all his writings; and the author who gives us a 
full and impartial memoir of that extraordinary man, 
will have afforded both to the philosophical and politi- 
cal literature of England one of its greatest desiderata." 

"It seems to me," said Monsieur d'E , "that 

your national literature is peculiarly deficient in bio- 
graphy, — am I right in my opinion?" 

"Indubitably I " said Vincent; "we have not a single 
work that can be considered a model in biography, ex- 
cepting, perhaps, Middletqn's * Life of Cicero.' This 
brings on a remark I have often made in distinguishing 
your philosophy from ours. It seems to me that you 
who excel so admirably in biography, memoirs, comedy, 
satirical observation on peculiar classes, and pointed 
aphorisms, are fonder of considering man in his relation 
to society and the active commerce of the world, than 
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in the more abstracted and metaphysical operations of 
the mind. Our writers, on the contrary, love to in- 
dulge rather in abstruse speculations on their species, 
— to regard man in an abstract and isolated point of 
view, and to see him think alone in his chamber; while 
you prefer beholding him cust with the multitude in the 
world." 

"It must be allowed," said Monsieur d'E , "that 

if this be true, our philosophy is the most useful, though 
yours may be the most profound. " 

Vincent did not reply. 

"Yet," said Sir Greorge Lynton, "there will be a 
disadvantage attending your writings of this descrip- 
tion, which, by diminishing their general applicahUity^ 
diminish their general utility. Works which treat upon 
man in his relation to society, can only be strictly ap- 
plicable so long as that relation to society treated upon 
continues. For instance, the play which satirizes a par- 
ticular class, however deep its reflections and accurate 
its knowledge upon the subject satirized,, must necessa- 
rily be obsolete when the class itself has become so. 
The political pamphlet, admirable for one state, may be 
absurd in another; the novel which exactly delineates 
the present age may seem strange and imfamiliar to 
the next; and thus works which treat of men relatively, 
and not man in se, must often confine their popularity 
to the age and even the country in which they were 
written. While, on the other hand, the work which 
treats of man himself, which seizes, discovers, analyzes 
the human mind, as it is, whether in the ancient or the 
modem, the savage or the European, must evidently be 
applicable, and consequently useful to all times and all 
nations. He who discovers the circulation of the blood, 
or the origin of ideas, must be a philosopher to every 
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people who have veins or ideas ; but lie who even most 
successfully delineates the manners of one country, or 
the actions of one individual, is only the philosopher 
of a single country, or a single age. If, Monsieur 

d*E , you will condescend to consider this, you will 

see perhaps that the philosophy which treats of man in 
his relations is not so useful, because neither so per- 
manent nor so invariable, as that which treats of man 
in himself."* 

I was now somewhat weary of this conversation, and 
though it was not yet twelve, I seized upon my appoint- 
ment as an excuse to depart. Accordingly, I rose for 
that purpose. "I suppose," said I to Vincent, 'Hhat 
you will not leave your discussion ? " 

'^ Pardon me," said he, '' amusement is quite as profit- 
able to a man of sense as metaphysics. AUons, " 

1 Yet Home holds the contrary opinion to this, and considers a 
good comedy more durable than a system of philosophy. Hnme 
is rights if by a system of philosophy is understood a pile of guesses, 
false but plausible, set up by one age to be destroyed by the next. 
Ingenuity cannot rescue error from oblivion ; but the moment Wis- 
dom has discovered Truth, she has obtained immortality. But is 
Hume right when he suggests that there may come a time when 
Addison will be read with delight, but Locke be utterly forgotten? 
For my part, if the two were to be matched for posterity, I think 
the odds would be in favor of Locke. I very much doubt whether 
five hundred years hence Addison will be read at all, and I am 
quite sure that, a thousand years hence, Locke will not be forgotten. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

I was in this terrible <dtnatioii when the basket stopped. 

Oriental Tcdes^'* Histor/ of the Basket.'' 

We took our way to the street in which Madame Laurent 
resided. Meanwhile, suffer me to get rid of myself, 
and to introduce you, dear reader, to my friend, Mon- 
sieur Margot, the whole of whose adventures were sub- 
sequently detailed to me by the garrulous Mrs. Green. 

At the hour appointed he knocked at the door of my 
fair countrywoman, and was carefully admitted. He 
was attired in a dressing-gown of sea-green silk, in 
which his long, lean, hungry body looked more like a 
starved pike than anything human. 

"Madame," said he, with a solemn air, "I return 
you my best thanks for the honor you have done me, — 
behold me at your feet! " And so saying, the lean lover 
gravely knelt down on one knee. 

"Rise, sir," said Mrs. Green, "I confess that you 
have won my heart 3 but that is not all, — you have yet 
to show that you are worthy of the opinion I have 
formed of you. It is not, Monsieur Margot, your per- 
son that has won me, — no! it is your diiivalrous and 
noble sentiments. Prove that these are genuine, and 
you may command all from my admiration." 

" In what manner shall I prove it, Madame ? " said 
Monsieur Margot, rising, and gracefully drawing his 
sea-green gown more closely round him. 

"By your courage, your devotion, and your gallantry! 
I ask but one proof, — you can give it me on the spot. 
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You lemember, Monsieur, that in the days of romance 
a lady threw her glove upon the stage on which a lion 
was exhibited, and told her lover to pick it up. Mon- 
sieur Margot, the trial to which I shall put you is less 
severe. Look," and Mrs. Green threw open the win- 
dow, — ^look, I throw my glove out into the street: 
descend for it." 

" Your commands are my law," said the romantic 
Margot. ''I will go forthwith;" and so saying, he 
went to the door. 

" Hold, sir! " said the lady, " it is not by that simple 
manner that you are to descend, you must go the same 
way as my glove, out of the window." 

" Out of the window, Madame! " said Monsieur Mar' 
got, with astonished solemnity; "that is impossible, 
because this apartment is three stories high, and con* 
sequently I shall be dashed to pieces." 

" By no means," answered the dame ; ** in that comer 
of the room there is a basket, to which (already fore- 
seeing your determination) I have affixed a rope; by 
that basket you shall descend. See, Monsieur, wliat 
expedients a provident love can suggest." 

" H— e — m! " said, very slowly. Monsieur Margot by 
no means liking the airy voyage imposed upon him; 
*' but the rope may break, or your hand may suffer it to 
slip." 

" Feel the rope," cried the lady, "to satisfy you as to 
your doubt; and, as to the second, can you — can you 
imagine that my affections would not make me twice as 
careful of your person as of my own? Fie! ungrateful 
Monsieur Margot! fie!" 

The melancholy chevalier cast a rueful look at the 
basket. ** Madame," said he, " I own that I am very 
averse to the plan you propose : suffer me to go down- 
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stairs in the ordinaiy way ; your glove can be as easily 
picked up whether your adorer goes out of the door or 
the window. It is only, Madame, when ordinary means 
fail, that we should have recourse to the extraordinary." 

" Begone , sir I " exclaimed Mrs. Oreen , — ** begone I 
I now perceive that your chivalry was only a pretence. 
"Fool that I was to love you as I have done! — fool that 
I was to imagine a hero where I now find a — " 

" Pause, Madame, I will obey you, — my heart is firm, 
see that the rope is — '' 

" Grallant Monsieur Margott" cried the lady: and 
going to her dressing-room, she called her woman to 
her assistance. The rope was of the most unquestion- 
able thickness, the basket of the most capacious dimen- 
sions. The former was fastened to a strong hook, and 
the latter lowered. 

''I go, Madame," said Monsieur Margot, feeling the 
rope; " but it really is a most dangerous exploit." 

" Go, Monsieur I and St. Louis befriend you." 

"Stop!" said Monsieur Margot, ''let me fetch my 
coat: the night is cold, and my dressing-gown thin." 

*Nay, nay, my chevalier," returned the dame, ''I 
love you in that gown ; it gives you an air of grace and 
dignity quite enchanting." 

" It will give me my death of cold, Madame," said 
Monsieur Margot, earnestly. 

• Bah! " said the Englishwoman; ** what knight ever 
feared cold? Besides, you mistake; the night is warm, 
and you look so handsome in your gown. " 

Tk) I ? " said the vain Monsieur Margot, with an 
iron expression of satisfaction ; " if that is the case, I 
will mind it less ; but may I return by the door ? " 

"Yes," replied the lady; *you see that I do not 
require too much from your devotion, —enter." 
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* Behold me I " said the French master, inserting his 
body into the basket, which immediately began to 
descend. 

The hour and the police of course made the street 
empty; the lady's handkerchief waved in token of en- 
couragement and triumph. When the basket was within 
five yards of the ground, Mrs. Green cried to her lover, 
who had hitherto been elevating his serious countenance 
towards her, in sober, yet gallant sadness, — 

" Look, look. Monsieur, — straight before you." 

The lover turned round, as rapidly as his habits would 
allow him, and at that instant the window was shut, the 
light extinguished, and the basket arrested. There 
stood Monsieur Margot, upright in the basket, and 
there stopped the basket, motionless in the air! 

What were the exact reflections of Monsieur Margot, 
in that position, I cannot pretend to determine, because 
he never favored me with them; but about an hour after- 
wards, Vincent and I (who had been delayed on the 
road), strolling up the street, according to our appoint- 
ment, perceived, by the dim lamps, some opaque body 
leaning against the wall of Madame Laurent's house, 
at about the distance of fifteen feet from the ground. 

We hastened our steps towards it; a measured and 
serious voice, which I well knew, accosted ub, — 

** For God's sake, gentlemen, procure me assistance. 
I am the victim of a perfidious woman, and expect every 
moment to be precipitated to the earth." 

" Good heavens ! " said I, " surely it is Monsieur Mar- 
got whom I hear. What are you doing there ? " 

"Shivering with cold," answered Monsieur Margot, 
in a tone tremulously slow. 

** But what are you in ? for I can see nothing but a 
dark substance." 
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** I am in a basket," replied Monsieur Margot, * and 
I should be very much obliged to you to let me out of it." 

"Well, — indeed," said Vincent (for /was too much 
engaged in laughing to give a ready reply), "your 
Chateau- Mar ffot has but a cool cellar. But there are 
some things in the world easier said than done. How 
are we to remove you to a more desirable place 1 " 

"Ah," returned Monsieur Margot, "how indeed! 
There is, to be sure, a ladder in the porter's lodge long 
enough to deliver me; but then, think of the gibes 
and jeers of the porter! It will get wind; I shall be 
ridiculed, gentlemen, — I shall be ridiculed, — and, 
what is worse, I shall lose my pupils." 

" My good friend," said I, " you had better lose your 
pupils than your life ; and the daylight will soon come, 
and then, instead of being ridiculed by the porter, you 
will be ridiculed by the whole street 1 " 

Monsieur Margot groaned. " Go then, my friend," 
said he, " procure the ladder f Oh, those she-devils! — 
what could make me such a fool ! " 

Whilst Monsieur Margot was venting his spleen in 
a scarcely articulate mutter, we repaired to the lodge, 
knocked up the porter, commimicated the accident, and 
procured the ladder. However, an observant eye had 
been kept upcm our proceedings, and the window above 
was reopened, though so silently that I only perceived 
the action. The porter, a jolly, bluff, hearty-looking 
feUow, stood grinning below with a lantern, while we 
set the ladder (which only just reached the basket) 
against the wall. 

The chevalier looked wistfully forth, and then, by 
the light of the lantern, we had a fair view of his 
ridiculous figure. His teeth chattered woefully, and 
the united cold without, and anxiety within, threw a 
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double sadness and solemnity upon his withered coun- 
tenance. The night was very windy, and every instant 
a rapid current seized the imhappy sea-green vesture, 
whirled it in the air, and threw it, as if in scorn, over 
the very face of the miserable professor. The constant 
recurrence of this sportive irreverence of the gales, — 
the high sides of the basket, and the trembling agitation 
of the inmate, never too agile, rendered it a work of 
some time for Monsieur Margot to transfer himself from 
the basket to the ladder. At length, he had fairly got 
out one thin, shivering leg. 

" Thank Heaven! " said the pious professor, — when 
at that instant the thanksgiving was checked, and, to 
Monsieur Margot's inexpressible astonishment and dis- 
may, the basket rose five feet from the ladder, leaving 
its tenant with one leg dangling out, like a flag from 
a balloon. 

The ascent was too rapid to allow Monsieur Margot 
even time for an exclamation, and it was not till he had 
had sufficient leisure in his present elevation to perceive 
all its consequences, that he found words to say, with 
the most earnest tone of thoughtful lamentation, " One 
could not have foreseen this! — it is really extremely 
distressing: would to Heaven that I could get my leg 
in, or my body out! " 

While we were yet too convulsed with laughter to 
niake any comment upon the imlooked-for ascent of the 
luminous Monsieur Margot, the basket descended with 
sucn force as to dash the lantern out of the hand of the 
porter, and to bring the professor so precipitously to the 
ground that all the bones in his skin rattled audibly. 

" Mon Dieu ! " said he, " I am done for! Be witness 
how inhumanly I have been murdered." 

We pulled him out of the basket, and carried him 
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between lus into the porter's lodge. But the woes of 
Monsieur Margot were not yet at their termination. 
The room was crowded. There was Madame Laurent; 
there was the German count, whom the professor was 
teaching French; there was the French viscount, whom 
he was teaching German; there were all his fellow- 
lodgers, — the ladies whom he had hoasted o/, the men 
he had boasted to. Don Juan, in the infernal regions, 
could not have met with a more unwelcome set of old 
acquaintances than Monsieur Margot had the happiness 
of opening his bewildered eyes upon in the porter's 
lodge. 

"What!** cried they all, "Monsieur Margot, is that 
you who have been frightening us so ? We thought the 
house was attacked. The Bussian general is at this 
very moment loading his pistols; lucky for you that 
you did not choose to stay longer in that situation. 
Pray, Monsieur, what could induce you to exhibit your- 
self so I in your dressing-gown too, and the night so 
coldY Aren't you ashamed of yourself?" 

All this, and infinitely more, was levelled against 
the miserable professor, who stood shivering with cold 
and fright; and turning his eyes first on one and then 
on another, as the exclamations circulated round the 
room. 

" I do assure you — " at length he began. 

•^ No, no," cried one , " it is of no use explaining now ! " 

" Mais, Messieurs — " querulously recommenced the 
unhappy Margot. 

'•Hold your tongue!" exclaimed Ma^me Laurent, 
"you have been disgracing my house." 

"Mais, Madame, icoutez-moi — " 

"No, no," cried the German, "we saw you, ^ we 
saw yon." 

VOL. I. — 6 
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^ Mais, Monsieur le Comte — '* 

* Fie, fie! " cried the Frenchman. 

** MaiSf Monsieur le Vieomte — " 

At this every mouth was opened, and the patience of 
Monsieur Margot being by this time exhausted, he flew 
into a violent rage ; his tormentors pretended an equal 
indignation, and at length he fought his way out of the 
room, as fast as his shattered bones would allow him, 
followed by the whole body, screaming, and shouting, 
and scolding, and laughing after him. 

The next morning passed without my usual lesson 
from Monsieur Margot. That was natural enough; but 
when the next day, and the next, rolled on, and brought 
neither Monsieur Margot nor his excuse, I began to be 
uneasy for the poor man. Accordingly I sent to Madame 
Laurent's to inquire after him: judge of my surprise 
at hearing that he had, early the day after his adventure, 
left his lodgings with his small possession of books and 
clothes, leaving only a note to Madame Laurent, enclos- 
ing the amount of his debt to her, and that none bad 
since seen or heard of him. 

From that day to this I have never once beheld him. 
The poor professor lost even the little money due to 
him for his lessons, — so true is it, that in a man of 
Monsieur Margot's temper, even interest is a subordi- 
nate passion to vanity 1 
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CHAPTER XVITL 

It is good to be merrj and wise ; 

It is good to be bonest and trae; 
It is good to be off with the old love 

Before jon be on with the new. — Song, 

One moTning when I was riding to the Bois de Bou- 
logne (the celebrated place of assignation), in order to 
meet Madame d'Anville, I saw a lady on horseback, in 
the most imminent danger of being thrown. Her horse 
had taken fright at an English tandem, or its driver, 
and was plunging violently; the lady was evidently 
much frightened, and lost her presence of mind more 
and more every moment. A man who was with her, 
and who could scarc^^ly manage his own horse, appeared 
to be exceedingly desirous, but perfectly imable, to assist 
her; and a great number of people were looking on, doing 
nothing, and saying, " Mon IHeu, how dangerous 1 " 

I have always had a great horror ^f being a hero in 
scenes, and a still greater antipathy to " females in dis- 
tress. '^ However, so great is the effect of sympathy 
upon the most hardened of us, that I stopped for a few 
moments, first to look on, and secondly to assist. Just 
when a moment's delay might have been dangerous, I 
threw myself off my horse, seized hers with one hand, 
by the rein which she no longer had the strength to 
hold, and assisted her with the other to dismount. 
When all the peril was over, monsieur, her companion, 
managed also to find his legs; and I did not, I confess, 
wonder at his previous delay when I discovered that 
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the lady in danger was his wife. He gave me a profa- 
sion of thanks, and she made them more than complimen- 
tary by the glance which accompanied them. Their 
carriage was in attendance at a short distance behind. 
The husband went for it^ — I remained with the lady. 

*' Mr. Pelham," she said, " I have heard much of you 
from my friend Madame d'Anville, and have long been 
anxious for your acquaintance. I did not think I should 
commence it with so great an obligation." 

Flattered by being already known by name, and a sub- 
ject of previous interest^ you may be sure that I tried 
every method to improve the opportunity I had gained; 
and when I handed my new acquaintance into her car- 
riage, my pressure of her hand was somewhat more than 
slightly returned. 

'' Shall you be at the English ambassador's to-night t " 
said the lady, as &ey were about to shut the door of the 
carriage. 

" Certainly, if you are to be there, " was my answer. 

" We shall meet then, " said madame, and her look 
said more. ' 

I rode into the Bois^ and giving my horse to my ser- 
vant as I came near Passy, where I was to meet Madame 
d' Anville, I proceeded thither on foot. I was just in 
sight of the spot^ and indeed of my inamorata^ when 
two men passed, talking very earnestly; they did not 
remark me, but what individual could ever escape my 
notice? The one was Thornton; the other — who could 
he bef Where had I seen that pale and remarkable 
countenance before? I looked again. I was satisfied 
that I was mistaken in my first thought; the hair was of 
a completely different^ color. '' Ko, no, " said I, ^ it is not 
he: yet how like I ** 

' was distrait and absent during the whole time I waa 
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with Madame d'Anville. The face of Thornton's com^ 
panion haunted me like a dream; and, to say the troth, 
there were also moments when the recollection of my 
new engagement for the evening made me tired with that 
which I was enjoying the troublesome honor of keeping. 

Madame d'AnviUe was not slow in perceiving the 
coldness of my behavior. Though a Frenchwoman, she 
was rather grieved than resentful. 

^Tou are growing tired of me, my friend," she said; 
''and when I consider your youth and temptations, I 
cannot be sorprised at it, — yet^ I own, that this thought 
gives me much greater pain than I could have supposed." 

"Bah! ma belle amisj" cried I, "you deceive your 
self; I adore you, — I shall always adore you; but it's 
getting very late ! " 

Madame d'Anville sighed, and we parted. "She is 
not half so pretty or agreeable as she was, " thought I, 
as I mounted my horse, and remembered my appoint- 
ment at the ambassador's. 

I took unusual pains with my appearance that evening, 
and drove to the ambassador's hotel, in the Bue Fau- 
bourg St. Honor^, full half an hour earlier than I had 
ever done before. I had been some time in the rooms 
without discovering my heroine of the morning. The 
Ihichess of H n passed by. 

"What a wonderfully beautiful woman I" said Mr. 
Howard de Howard, a lean gentleman, who valued him- 
self on his ancestors, to Mr. Aberton. 

"Ay," answered Aberton; "but to my taste, the 
Duchesse de Perpignan is quite equal to her, — do you 
know her?** 

" No — yes! " said Mr. Howard de Howard ; " that is, 
not exactly, — not well." An Englishman never owns 
that he does not know a duchess. 
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"^ Hem I ** said Mr. Aberton, throstmg his large band 
throngli his lank light hair, — '' hem ; could one do any- 
thing, do you think, in that quarter 1 " 

** I should think one might, with a tolerable person ! '^ 
answered the spectral aristocrat, looking down at a pair 
of most shadowy supporters. 

"Pray,'' said Aberton, "what do you think of Miss 
? They say she is an heiress." 

" Think of her! " said Mr. Howard de Howard, who 
was as poor as he was thin, " why, I ?iave thought of 
her!" 

"They say that fool Pelham makes up to her." 
(Little did Mr. Aberton imagine, when he made this 
remark, that I was close behind him.) 

" I should not imagine that was true, " said the secre- 
tary ; " he is so occupied with Madame d'Anville. " 

"Pooh!" said Aberton, dictatorially, "«Ae never had 
anything to say to him. " 

"Why are you so sure?" said Mr. Howard de 
Howard. 

" Why, — because he never showed any notes from 
her, nor ever even said he had a liaison with her! " 

"Ah! that is quite enough!" said Mr. Howard de 
Howard. " But, is not that the Duchesse de Perpignan t " 

Mr. Aberton turned, and so did I; — our eyes met, 
his fell: well they might, after his courteous epithet 
to my name. However, I had far too good an opinion 
of myself to care one straw about his ; besides, at that 
moment, I was wholly lost in my surprise and pleasure, 
in finding that this Duchesse de Perpignan was no other 
than my acquaintance of the morning. She caught 
my gaze, and smiled as she bowed. "Now," thought 
I, as I approached her, " let us see if we cannot edipee 
Mr. Aberton." 
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AH love-making is just the same, and, therefore, I 
•hall spare the reader my conversation that evening. 
When he recollects that it was Henry Pelham who 
was the gallant, I am persuaded that he will he pretty 
certdn as to the success. ^- 
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CHAPTEB XTX, 

Alea sequa rorax species certissima farti 

Non contenta bonis, ajiimnm qnoque perfida mergit ; — 

Furca, furax — infamis, iners, fnriosa, ruina.^ — Pstr. Dial. 

I DINED the next day at the Fr^res PiovenQaux: an 
excellent restaurateur's, by the by, where one gets 
irreproachable gibier, and meets few English.* After 
dinner I strolled into the various gambling-houses with 
which the Palais Eoyal abounds. 

In one of these the crowd and heat were so great 
that I should immediately have retired if I had not 
been struck with the intense expression of interest in 
the countenance of one of the spectators at the roug^ 
et^ioir table. He was a man about forty years of age; 
his complexion was dark and sallow ; the features promi- 
nent, and what are generally called handsome ; but there 
was a certain sinister expression in his eyes and moUth, 
which rendered the effect of his physiognomy rather 
disagreeable than prepossessing. At a small distance 
from him, and playing, with an air which, in its care- 
lessness and nanchcUance^ formed a remarkable contrast 

1 Qaming, that dizest felon of the breast, 

Steals more than fortane from its wretched thrall, 
Spreads o'er the soul the inert deyouring pest, 
And gnaws, and rots, and taints, and rains all 

Paraphrase, 
* Mr. Pelham could not say as mnch for the Frhru Proven^tu 
at present! 
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to the painful anxiety of the man I have just described, 
sat Mr. Thornton. 

At first sight these two appeared to be the only Eng- 
lishmen present beside myself. I was more struck by 
seeing the former in that scene than I was at meeting 
Thornton there; for there was something distinguished 
in the mien of the stranger, which suited far worse with 
the appearance of the place than the air and dress of my 
oirdevant second. 

" What! another Englishman? " thought I, as I turned 
round and perceived a thick, rough greatcoat, which 
could possibly belong to no Continental shoulders. The 
wearer was standing directly opposite the -seat of the 
swarthy stranger ; his hat was slouched over his face. I 
moved, in order to get a clearer view of his countenance. 
It was the same person I had seen with Thornton that 
morning. Never to this moment have I forgotten the 
stem and ferocious expression with which he was gazing 
upon the keen and agitated features of the gambler 
opposite. In the eye and lip there was neither pleasure, 
hatred, nor scorn, in their simple and unalloyed ele- 
ments; but each seemed blent and mingled into one 
deadly concentration of evil passions. 

This man neither played, nor spoke, nor moved. 
He appeared utterly insensible of every feeling in 
common with those around. There he stood, wrapped 
in his own dark and inscrutable thoughts, never, for 
one instant, taking his looks from the varying counte- 
nance which did not observe their gaze, nor altering 
the withering character of their almost demoniacal 
expression. I could not tear myself from the spot. 
I felt chained by some mysterious and undefinable 
interest. My attention was first diverted into a new 
channel by a loud exclamation from the dark-visaged 
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j;ambler at the table: it was the first he had ntteied, 
notwithstanding his anxiety; and, from the deep, 
thrilling tone in which it was expressed, it conveyed 
a keen sympal^j with the oyercharged feelings which 
it burst from. 

With a trembling hand he took from an old purse 
the few napoleons that were still left there. He set 
them all at one hazard on the rouge. He hung over 
the table with a drooping lip; his hands were tightly 
clasped in each other; his nerves seemed strained into 
the last agony of excitation. I ventured to raise my 
eyes upon the gaze, which I felt must still be upon the 
gambler: there it was, fixed and stem as before I — but 
it now conveyed a deeper expression of joy than it had 
hitherto assumed; yet a joy so malignant and fiendish, 
that no look of mere anger or hatred could have equally 
chilled my heart. I dropped my eyes. I redoubled my 
attention to the cards, — the last two were to be turned 
up. A moment morel — the fortune was to the noir. 
The stranger had lost! He did not utter a single word. 
He looked with a vacant eye on the long mace with 
which the marker had swept away his last hopes with 
his last coin, and then, rising, left the room^ and 
disappeared. 

The other Englishman was not long in following 
him. He uttered a shorty low laugh, unheard, perhaps, 
by any one but myself; and, pushing through the at- 
mosphere of Saeresf and MiZle tonnerrea! which filled 
that pandemonium, strode quickly to the door. I felt 
as if a load had been taken from my bosom when he 
was gone. 
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CHAPTEB XX. 

Beddere penon« sdt conTanientia caique.^ — Hob. An PotL 

I WA8 loitering over my breakfast the next morning, 
and thinking of the last night's scene, when Lord 
Vincent was announced. 

" How fares the gallant Pelham % ** said he, as he 
entered the room. 

"Why, to say the truth,*' I replied, "I am rather 
under the influence of blue devils this morning, and 
your visit is like a sunbeam in November." 

*^ A bright thought," said Vincent, ** and I shall make 
you a very pretty little poet soon ; publish you in a neat 

octavo, and dedicate you to Lady D e. Pray, by the 

by, have you ever read her plays ? You know they were 
only privately printed? " 

''No," said I (for in good truth, had his lordship 
interrogated me touching any other literary production, 
I should have esteemed it a part of my present character 
to return the same answer). 

"No I" repeated Vincent; "permit me to tell you 
that you must never seem ignorant of any work not 
published. To be admired, one must always know 
what other people don't, — and then one has full lib- 
erty to sneer at the value of what other people do know. 
E^iounce the threshold of knowledge. There, every 
new proselyte can meet you. Boast of your acquaint' 

1 The appropriate justice Borts each shade and hoe, 
And giree to each the exact proportion doe. — Parapkram, 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 pelham; ob, 

ance with the sanctum, and not one in ten thousand 
can dispute it with you. Have you read Monsieur de 
C 's pamphlet?" 

* Eeally," said I, " I have been so busy! " 

* Ah^ man ami ! " cried Vincent, " the greatest sign of 
an idle man is to complain of being busy. But you have 

had a loss: the pamphlet is good. C , by the way, 

has an extraordinary, though not an expanded mind. It 
is like a citizen's garden near London; a pretty parterre 
here, and a Chinese pagoda there; an oak-tree in one 
comer, and a mushroom bed in the other; and, above 
all, a Gothic ruin opposite the bay-window! You may 
traverse the whole in a stride; it is the four quarters of 
the globe in a mole-hill. Yet everything is good in its 
kind ; and is neither without elegance nor design in its 
arrangement. " 

** What do you think," said I, ** of the Baron de , 

the minister of ? " 

"Of him I" replied Vincent — 

'''His soul 

Still eits at squat, and peeps not from its hole.' 

It is dark and bewildered, — full of dim visions of the 
ancient regime ; it is a bat hovering about the cells of 
an old abbey. Poor, antique little soul! but I will say 
nothing more about it, — 

'For who would be Batirical 
Upon a thing so very small ' 

as the soul of the Baron de ? " 

Finding Lord Vincent so disposed to the biting mood, 
I immediately directed his rabies towards Mr. Aberton. 

" Aberton," eaid Vincent, in answer to my question, if 
he knew that amiable young gentleman; " yes I a sort of 
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man who, speaking of the hest society, says tpe, — who 
sticks his best cards on his chimney-piece, and writes 
himself billets-doux from duchesses. A duodecimo of 
'precious conceits,' hound in calf -skin, — I know ih» 
man well; does he not dress decently, Pelham? " 

** His clothes are well made," said I, candidly. 

" Ah ! " said Vincent, * I should think he went to the 
hest tailor, and said, * Give me a collar like Lord So-and- 
So's ; ' one who would not dare to have a new waistcoat 
till it had been authoritatively patronized, and who took 
his fashions, like his follies, from the hest proficients. 
Such fellows are always too ashamed of themselves not 
to he proud of their clothes : like the Chinese mariners, 
they bum incense before the needle ! " 

"And Mr. Howard de Howard," said I, laughing, 
" what do you think of him 1 " 

« What I the thin Eupatrid ? " cried Vincent. " He is 
the mathematical definition of a straight line, — length 
without breadth. His inseparable friend, Mr. Aberton, 
was running up the Kue St. Honor^ yesterday in order 
to catch him, and when I saw him chasing the meagre 
apparition, I said to Bennington, ' I have foimd out the 
real Peter Schlemill ' * Whomi ' asked his grave lord- 
ship, with serious naivetL ^ Mr. Aberton,' said I; 
* don't you see him running after his shadow ? ' ^ But 
the pride of the lean thing is so amusing I He is fif- 
teenth cousin to the duke, and so his favorite exordium 
is, ' Whenever I succeed to the titles of my ancestors. ' 
It was but the other day, that he heard two or three 
silly young men discussing church and state, and they 
began by talking irreligion, — Mr. Howard de Howard 
is too unsubstantial not to be spiritually inclined : how- 
ever he only fidgeted in his chair. They then proceeded 
to be exceedingly disloyal. Mr. Howard de Howard 
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fidgeted again. They then passed to Yitapeiations on 
the aristociacy: this the attenuated pomposity {magni 
nominis umbra) could brook no longer. He rose up, 
cast a severe look on the abashed youths, and thus ad- 
dressed them, ' Gentlemen, I have sat by in silence, and 
heard my king derided, and my Grod blasphemed; but 
now when you attack the aristocracy, I can no longer 
refrain from noticing so obviously intentional an insult. 
You have become personal. ' " 

** Pray, Vincent," said I, after a short pause, " did you 
ever meet with a Mr. Thornton at Paris? ** 

"Thornton, Thornton," said Vincent, musingly; 
"what, Tom Thornton T' 

**I should think, very likely," I replied; "just the 
sort of man who would be Tom Thornton, — has a broad 
face, with a color, and wears a spotted neckcloth; Tom, 
— what could his name be but Tom? " 

" Is he about five-and-thirty ? " asked Vincent; " rather 
short, and with reddish-colored hair and whiskers % " 

" Precisely," said I ; " are not all Toms alike ? " 

"Ah," said Vincent, "I know him well; he is a 
clever, shrewd fellow, but a most unmitigated rascal. 
He is the son of a steward in Lancashire, and received 
an attorney's education; but being a humorous, noisy 
fellow, he became a great favorite with his father's 
employer, who was a sort of MsBcenas to cudgel-players, 
boxers, and horse-jockeys. At his house Thornton met 
many persons of rank, but of a taste similar to their 
host's; and they, mistaking his vulgar coarseness for 
honesty, and his quaint proverbs for wit, admitted him 
into their society. It was with one of them that I have 
seen him. I believe of late, that his character has been 
of a very different odor; and whatever has brought him 
among the English at Paris, — those white-washed abom- 
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inations, thoee ' innocent blacknesses/ as Charles Lamb 
calls chimney-sweepers, — it does not argue well for his 
professional occupations. I should think, however, that 
he manages to live here ; for wherever there are English 
fools, there are fine pickings for an English rogue." 

" Ay" said I, ** but are there enough fools here to 
feed Uie rogues!" 

" Yes, because rogues are like spiders, and eat each 
other when there is nothing else to catch; and Tom 
Thornton is safe as long as the ordinary law of nature 
lasts, that the greater knave preys on the lesser, — for 
there cannot possibly be a greater knave than he is! If 
you have made his acquaintance, my dear Pelham, I 
advise you most soberly to look to yourself; for if he 
doth not steal, beg, or borrow of you, Mr. Howard de 
Howard will grow fat, and even Mr. Aberton cease 
to be a fool. And now, most noble Pelham, farewell. 
iZ est plus aisi dPetre sage pour les autres que de Vitre 
pour soi'Tneme." * 

A II k more easy to be wise for othen than for one's m11 
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CHAPTER XXL 

This 18 a notable couple, — and faaYS met 
Bat for some secret knavery. 

The Tanner ofTyhwm, 

I HAD now been several weeks in Paris, and I was not 
altogether dissatisfied with the manner in which they 
had been spent. I had enjoyed myself to the utmost, 
while I had, as much as possible, combined profit with 
pleasure, — namely, if I went to the opera in the even- 
ing, I learned to dance in the morning; if I drove to a 
soiree at the Duchesse de Perpignan's, it was not till I 
had fenced an hour at the Salon des Assaults d' Armes ; 
in short, I took the greatest pains to complete my edu- 
cation. I wish all yoimg men who frequented the Con- 
tinent for that purpose could say the same ! 

One day (about a week after the conversation with 
Vincent, recorded in my last chapter) I was walking 
slowly along one of the paths in the Jardin des Plantes 
meditating upon the various excellences of the Bocher 
de Cancale and the Duchesse de Perpignan , when I per- 
ceived a tall man, with a thick, rough coat, of a dark 
color (which I recognized long before I did the &ce of 
the wearer), emerging from an intersecting path. He 
stopped a few moments, and looked round as if expect- 
ing some one. Presently a woman, apparently about 
thirty, and meanly dressed, appeared in an opposite 
direction. ^She approached him ; they exchanged a few 
words, and then, the woman taking his arm, they struck 
into another path, and were soon out of sight. I sup- 
pose that the reader has already discovered that this man 
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was Thornton's companion in the Bois de Boulogne, 
and the hero of the gaming-house in the Palais Koyal. 
I could not have supposed that so nohle a countenance, 
even in its frowns, could ever have wasted its smiles 
upon a mistress of the low station to which the woman 
who had met him evidently belonged. However, ""^©^ V 
all have our little foibles, as the Frenchman said, when J /" 
he boiled his grandmother's head in a pipkin. 

I myself was, at that time, the sort of person that is 
always taken by a pretty face, however coarse may be 
the garments which set it off; and although I cannot 
say that I ever stooped so far as to become amorous of 
a chamber-maid, yet I could be tolerably lenient to any 
man under thirty who did. As a proof of this gentle- 
ness of disposition, ten minutes after I had witnessed 
so unsuitable a rencontre ^ I found myself following a 
pretty little grisette into a small sort of cabaret, which 
was, at the time I spoke of (and most probably still is), 
in the midst of the gardens. I sat down, and called for 
my favorite drink of lemonade; the little grisette, who 
was with an old woman, possibly her mother, and un 
beau gros garden, probably her lover, sat opposite, and 
began, with all the ineffable coquetries of her country, 
to divide her attention between the said gargon and my- 
self. Poor fellow, he seemed to be very little pleased 
by the significant glances exchanged over his right 
shoulder, and at last, iinder pretence of screening her 
from the draught of the opened window, placed himself 
exactly between us. This, however ingenious, did not 
at all answer his expectations; for he had not suffi- 
ciently taken into consideration that I also was endowed 
with the power of locomotion ; accordingly I shifted my 
chair about three feet, and entirely defeated the counter- 
march of the enemy. 

VOL. I. — 7 
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But this flirtation did not last long: the youth and 
the old woman appeared very much of the same opinion 
as to its impropriety; and accordingly, like experienced 
generals, resolved to conquer by a retreat. They drank 
up their orgeat, paid for it, placed the wavering regi- 
ment in the middle, and quitted the field. I was not, 
however, of a disposition to break my heart at such an 
occurrence, and I remained by the window, drinking my 
lemonade, and muttering to myself, " After all, women 
are a bore ! " 

On the outside of the cabaret, and just under my 
window, was a bench, which, for a certain number of 
sauSf one might appropriate to the entire and unpartici- 
pated use of one's self and party. An old woman (so 
at least I suppose by her voice, for I did not give my- 
self the trouble of looking, — though, indeed, as to that 
matter, it might have been the shrill treble of Mr. 
Howard de Howard!) had been hitherto engrossing 
this settlement with some gallant or other. In Paris, 
no woman is too old to get an amant, either by love 
or money. This couple soon paired off, and was imme- 
diately succeeded by another. The first tones of the 
man's voice, low as they were, made me start from 
my seat. I cast one quick glance before I resumed it. 
The new pair were the Englishman I had before noted 
in the garden, and the female companion who had 
joined him. 

" Two hundred pounds, you say t " muttered the man; 
" we must have it all." 

''But," returned the woman, in the same whispered 
voice, " he says that he will never touch another card." 

The man laughed. " Fool," said he, " the passions 
are not so easily quelled, — how many days is it since 
he had this remittance from England! " 
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** About three," replied the woman. 

''And is it absolutely the very last remnant of his 
property 1 " 

"The last." 

^ I am then to understand that when this is spent there 
is nothing between him and beggary ! " 

" Nothing," said the woman with a hall-sigh. 

The man laughed again, and then rejoined, in an 
altered tone, "Then — then will this parching thirst 
be quenched at last. I tell you, woman, that it is 
many months since I have known a day — night — hour, 
in which my life has been as the life of other men. 
My whole soul has been melted down into one burning, 
burning thought. Feel this hand, — ay, you may well 
start; but what is the fever of the frame to that 
within?" 

Here the voice sank so low as to be inaudible. The 
woman seemed as if endeavoring to soothe him; at length 
she said, — 

"But poor Tyrrell, — you will not, surely, suffer 
him to starve, to die of actual want, abandoned and 
alone!" 

" Alone I no I " cried her companion, fiercely. " When 
the last agonies shall be upon that man ; when, sick with 
weariness, pain, disease, hunger, he lies down to die; 
when the death-gurgle is in the throat, and the eye 
swims beneath the last dull film; when remembrance 
peoples the chamber with hell, and his cowardice would 
falter forth its dastard recantation to Heaven, — then 
may I be there/" 

There was a long pause, only broken by the woman's 
sobs, which she appeared endeavoring to stifle. At last 
the man rose, and in a tone so soft that it seemed liter- 
ally like music, addressed her in the most endearing 
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tenns. She soon yielded to their peisuasion, and leplied 
to them with interest. 

** Spite of the stings of my remorse/' she said, 'as 
long as I lose not you, I will lose life, honor, hope, 
even soul itself! " 

They hoth quitted the spot as she said this. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

At length the treacheroiu snare was laid. 
Poor Pag was caught, — to town convejed ; 
There sold. How envied was his doom, 
Made captive in a ladj's room ! — Gat'b Fables, 

I WAS Bitting alone a morning or two after this adven- 
ture, when Bedos, entering, announced une dame. 

This dame was a fine tall thing, dressed out like a 
print in the ** Magasin des Modes." She sat herself 
down, threw up her veil, and, after a momentary pause, 
asked me if I liked my apartment. 

** Very much," said I, somewhat surprised at the 
nature of the interrogatory. 

** Perhaps you would wish it altered in some way 1 " 
rejoined the lady. 

"iVcm, mille refnercimsns / *^ said I; "you are very 
good to he so interested in my accommodation. " 

* Those curtains might he better arranged, — that sofa 
replaced with a more elegant one," continued my new 
superintendent. 

"Keally," said I, "I am too, too much flattered. 
Perhaps you would like to have my rooms altogether; 
ii so, make at least no scruple of saying it." 

* Oh, no," replied the lady; * I have no objection to 
your staying here." 

" You are too kind," said I, with a low bow. 

There was a pause of some moments, — I took advan- 
tage of it. 

" I think, Madame, I have the honor of speaking 
to — to — to — " 
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"The mistress of the hotel," said the lady, quietly. 
" I merely called to ask you how you did, and hope you 
were well accommodated." 

" Bather late, considering I have been six weeks in 
the house," thought I, revolving in my mind various 
reports I had heard of my present visitor's disposition 
to gallantry. However, seeing it was all over with me, 
I resigned myself, with the patience of a martyr, to the 
fate that I foresaw. I rose, approached her chair, took 
her hand (very hard and thin it was too), and thanked 
her with a most affectionate squeeze. 

"I have seen much English! " said the lady, for tha 
first time speaking in our language. 

*' Ah," said I, giving another squeeze. 

* You are a handsome gar^on*^ renewed the lady, 

" I am so," I replied. 

At that moment Bedos entered, and whispered that 
Madame d'Anville was in the anteroom. 

''Good heavens!" said I, knowing her jealousy of 
disposition, " what is to be done t Oblige me, Madame," 
seizing the imfortunate mistress of the hotel, and, open- 
ing the door to the back entrance, — ''there," said I, 
"you can easily escape. Bon jour J* 

Hardly had I closed the door, and put the key in my 
pocket, before Madame d'Anville entered. 

" Is it by your order that your servant keeps me wait- 
ing in your anteroom f " said she, haughtily. 

I endeavored to make my peace ; but all my com- 
plaisance was in vain, — she was jealous of my intimacy 
with the Duchesse de Perpignan, and glad of any ex- 
cuse to vent her pique. Fortunately, however, she was 
going to the Luxembourg; and my only chance of sooth- 
ing her anger was to accompany her. 

Downstairs, therefore, we went, and drove to the 
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Luxembourg; I gave Bedos, before my departure, vari- 
ous little commissions, and told him he need not be at 
home till the evening. Long before the expiration of 
an hour, Madame d'Anville's ill-humor had given me an 
excuse for affecting it myself. Tired to death of her, 
and panting for release, I took a high tone ; complained 
of her ill-temper, and her want of love ; spoke rapidly, 
waited for no reply, and, leaving her at the Luxem- 
bourg, proceeded forthwith to Galignani's, like a man 
just delivered from a strait-waistcoat. 

Leave me now, for a few minutes, in the reading- 
room at Galignani's, and return to the mistress of the 
hotel, whom I had so unceremoniously thrust out of 
my salon. The passage into which she had been put 
communicated by one door with my rooms, and by an- 
other with the staircase. Now, it so happened that 
Bedos was in the habit of locking the latter door, and 
keeping the key; the other egress, it will be remem- 
bered, I myself had secured; so that the unfortunate 
mistress of the hotel was no sooner turned into this 
passage, than she foimd herself in a sort of dungeon, 
ten feet by five, and surrounded, like Eve in Paradise, 
by a whole creation, — not of birds, beasts, and fishes, 
but of brooms, brushes, linen for the laundress, and a 
wood basket! What she was to do in this dilemma was 
utterly inconceivable; scream, indeed, she might, but 
then the shame and ridicule of being discovered in so 
equivocal a situation, were somewhat more than our 
discreet landlady could endure. Besides, such an expose 
might be attended with a loss the good woman valued 
more than reputation, — namely, lodgers; for the posses- 
sors of the two best floors were both Englishwomen of a 
certain rank ; and my landlady had heard such accounts 
of our national virtue, that she feared an instantaneous 
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emigration of such inveterate prudes, if her screams and 
situation reached their ears. 

Quietly then, and soberly, did the good lady sit, 
eying the brooms and brushes as they grew darker and 
darker with the approach of the evening, and consoling 
herself with the certainty that her release must eventu- 
ally take place. 

Meanwhile, to return to myself, — I found Lord 
Vincent at Galignani's, carefully looking over ** Choice 
Extracts from the best English Authors.^ 

" Ah, my good fellow! " said he, " I am delighted to 
see you : I made such a capital quotation just now : the 
young Benningtons were drowning a poor devil of a 
puppy; the youngest (to whom the mother belonged) 
looked on with a grave, earnest face, till the last kick 
was over, and then burst into tears. * Why do you cry 
so % * said I. ^ Because it was so cruel in us to drown 
the poor puppy ! ' replied the juvenile Philocunos. 
* Pooh! ' said I; * Quid juvat errores mersd jam puppe 
fateril * Was it not good t — you remember it in Clau- 
dian, eh, Pelham ? Think of its being thrown away on 
those Latinless young lubbers! Have you seen any- 
thing of Mr. Thornton lately?" 

** No," said I, "I 've not; but I am determined to 
have that pleasure soon." 

"You will do as you please," said Vincent; "but 
you will be like the child playing with edged 
tools." 

'^ I am not a child," said I, " so the simile is not good. 
He must be the devil himself, or a Scotchman at least, 
to take me in." 

Vincent shook his head. " Gome and dine with me 
at the Kocher," said he ; '^ we are a party of six, — - choice 
spirits all." 
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* Volantters; bat we can stroll in the Tuileries first, 
if yon have no other engagement. " 

" None," said Vincent, putting his arm in mine. 

After an hour's walk, Vincent suddenly recollected 
that he had a commission of a very important nature in 
the Rue J. J. Rousseau. This was — to buy a monkey. 
" It is for Wormwood," said he, "who has written me 
a long letter, describing its qualities and qualifications. 
I suppose he wants it for some practical joke, — some 
embodied bitterness. Heaven forbid I should thwart 
him in so charitable a design ! " 

"Amen," said I; and we proceeded together to the 
monkey-fancier. After much deliberation, we at last 
decided upon the most hideous animal I ever beheld. 
It was of a — no, I will not attempt to describe it; it 
would be quite impossible! Vincent was so delighted 
with our choice, that he insisted upon carrying it away 
immediately. 

" Is it quite quiet? " I asked. 

" Comme un oiseau," said the man. 

We called a ^o^e, — paid for Monsieur Jocko, and 
drove to Vincent's apartments; there we found, how- 
ever, that his valet had gone out and taken the key. 

" Hang it," said Vincent, " it does not signify I We '11 
carry le petit-monsieur with us to the Rocher. " 

Accordingly we all three once more entered the fiacre^ 
and drove to the celebrated restaurateur's of the Rue 
Mont Orgueil. Oh, blissful recollections of that din- 
ner! how at this moment you crowd upon my delighted 
remembrance! Lonely and sorrowful as I now sit, 
digesting with many a throe the iron thews of a British 
beef -steak, — more Anglico^ immeasurably tough, — I 
see the grateful apparitions of eacallopes de saumon and 
laitances de carpes rise in a gentle vapor before my 
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eyes! breathing a sweet and pleasant odor, and contrast- 
ing the dream-like delicacies of their hue and aspect, 
with the dire and dure realities which now weigh so 
heavily on the region below my heart! And thou, most 
beautiful of all ; thou evening star of entremets; thoa 
that delightest in truffles, and gloriest in a dark cloud 
of sauces, — exquisite foie gras ! — have I forgotten 
thee? Do I not, on Ihe contrary, see thee, smell thee, 
taste thee, — and almost die with rapture of thy posses- 
sion 1 What though the goose, of which thou art a 
part, has, indeed, been roasted alive by a slow fire, in 
order to increase thy divine proportions, — yet has not 
our " Almanach," — the " Almanach des Crourmands," 

— truly declared that the goose rejoiced amid all her 
tortures, because of the glory that awaited herf Did 
she not, in prophetic vision, behold her enlarged and 
ennobled /ote dilate into 'patis and steam into sautis^ 

— the companion of truffles; the glory of dishes; the 
delight, the treasure, the transport of gourmands! Oh, 
exalted among birds, — apotheosized goose, — did not thy 
heart exult even when thy liver parched and swelled 
within thee, from that most agonizing death; and 
didst thou not, like the Indian at tne stake, triumph 
in the very torments which alone could render thee 
illustrious ? 

After dinner we grew exceedingly merry. Vincent 
f punned and quoted; we laughed and applauded; and 
our burgundy went round with an alacrity to which 
every new joke gave an additional impetus. Monsieur 
Jocko was by no means the dullest of the party; he 
cracked his nuts with as much grace as we did our jests, 
and grinned and chattered as facetiously as the best of 
us. After coffee we were all so pleased with one an- 
other, that we resolved not to separate, and accordingly 
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we adjoamed to my rooms, Jocko and all, to find new 
revelries and grow brilliant over GuraQoa punch. 

We entered my salon with a roar, and set Bedos to 
work at the punch forthwith. Bedos, that Oanymede 
of a valet, had himself but just arrived, and was unlock- 
ing the door as we entered. We soon blew up a glori- 
ous fire, and our spirits brightened in proportion. Mon- 
sieur Jocko sat on Vincent's knee, — * Ne monstrum," 
as he classically termed it. One of our compotatores 
was playing with it. Jocko grew suddenly in earnest, 
— a grin, a scratch, and a bite, were the work of a 
moment. 

"'^e quid nimiSf — now," said Vincent, gravely, in- 
stead of endeavoring to soothe the afflicted party, who 
grew into a towering passion. Nothing but Jocko's 
absolute dii^prace could indeed have saved his life from 
the vengeance of the sufferer. 

** Whither shall we banish him f " said Vincent. 

^ Oh," I replied, " put him^out in that back passage: 
the outer door is shut; he'll be quite safe," — and to 
the passage he was therefore immediately consigned. 

It was in this place, the reader will remember, that 
the hapless dame du ehdteau was at that very instant 
in "durance vile." Unconscious of this fact, I gave 
Bedos the key, he took the condemned monkey, opened 
the door, thrust Jocko in, and closed it again. Mean- 
while we resumed our merriment. 

" Nunc est b^endunif" said Vincent, as Bedos placed 
the punch on the table. ** Give us a toast, Dartmore. " 

Lord Dartmore was a young man, with tremendous 
spirits, which made up for wit. He was just about to 
reply, when a loud shriek was heard from Jocko's place 
of banishment; a sort of scramble ensued, and the next 
moment the door was thrown Violently open, and in 
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rushed the terrified landlady, screaming like a sea-gull, 
and bearing Jocko aloft upon her shoulders, from which 
^ bad eminence ** he was grinning and chattering with 
the fury of fifty devils. She ran twice round the room, 
and then sank on the floor in hysterics, feigned or real. 
We lost no time in hastening to her assistance; but the 
warlike Jocko, still sitting upon her, refused to permit 
one of us to approach. There he sat, turning from side 
to side, showing his sharp, white teeth, and uttering 
from time to time the most menacing and diabolical 
sounds. 

" What the deuce shall we do 1 " cried Dartmore. 

" Do ? " said Vincent, who was convulsed with 
laughter, and yet endeavoring to speak gravely; " why, 
watch like L. Opimius, * ne quid respublica detrimenti 
caperet, ' " 

** By Jove, Pelham, he will scratch out the lady's 
beaux yeux," cried the good-natured Dartmore, endeav- 
oring to seize the monkey by the tail , for which he very 
narrowly escaped with an unmutilated visage. But the 
man who had before suffered by Jocko *s ferocity, and 
whose breast was still swelling with revenge, was glad 
of so favorable an opportunity and excuse for wreaking 
it. He seized the poker, made three strides to Jocko, 
who set up an ineffable cry of defiance, — and with a 
single blow split the skull of the unhappy monkey in 
twain. It fell with one convulsion on the ground and 
gave up the ghost. 

We then raised the unfortunate landlady, placed her 
on the sofa, and Dartmore administered a plentiful pota- 
tion of the Cura^oa punch. By slow degrees she re- 
vived, gave three most doleful suspirations, and then, 
starting up, gazed wildly around her. Half of us were 
still laughing, — my unfortunate self among the num- 
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ber; this the enraged landlady no sooner perceived than 
she imagined herself the victim of some preconcerted 
villany. Her lips trembled with passion; she uttered 
the most dreadful imprecations; and had I not retired 
into a comer, and armed myself with the dead body of 
Jocko, which I wielded with exceeding valor, she 
might, with the simple weapons with which nature had 
provided her hands, have forever demolished the loves 
and graces that abide in the face of Henry Felham. 

When at last she saw that nothing hostile was at 
present to be effected, she drew herself up., and giving 
Bedos a tremendous box on the ear, as he stood grinning 
beside her, marched out of the room. 

We then again rallied around the table, more than 
ever disposed to be brilliant, and kept up till daybreak 
a continued fire of jests upon the heroine of the passage : 
" cum qudy" as Vincent happily observed, ** clauditur 
adverais innaxia aimia fatis i '' 
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CHAPTEB XXIIL 

Show me not thy painted beantiee, 

These impostnree I defy. — Gbobob Withbbs. 

The cave of Fahri smelt not more delicately; on every ride 14^ 
peared the marks of dnmkenness and gluttony. At the npper 
end of the cave the sorcerer lay extended, etc. — Mirglip the 
Persian, in the " Tales of the Genii." 

I WOKB the next morning with an aching bead and 
feverish frame. Ah, those midnight carousals, how 
glorious they would be if there were no next morning! 
I took my sauteme and soda-water in my dressing- 
room; and, as indisposition always makes me medi- 
tative, I thought over all I had done since my arrival 
at Paris. I bad become (thatj Heaven knows, I soon 
manage to do) rather a talked-of and noted character. 
Jt is true that I was everywhere abused: one found fault 
with my neckcloth; another with my mind, — the lank 
Mr. Aberton declared that I put my hair in papers, and 
the stuffed Sir Henry Millington said I was a thread- 
paper myself. One blamed my riding, a second my 
dancing, a third wondered how any woman could like 
me, and a fourth said that no woman ever could. 

On one point, however, all — friends and foes — were 
alike agreed, — namely, that I was a consummate puppy, 
and excessively well satisfied with myself. Perhaps 
they were not much mistaken there. Why is it, by the 
by, that to be pleased with one's self is the surest way 
of offending everybody else ? If any one, male or female, 
an evident admirer of his or her own perfections, enter 



Digitized by 



Google 



iLBVENTUBES OF A GBNTLEMAK. Ill 

a room, how perturbed, restless, and unhappy every in- 
dividual of the offender's sex instantly becomes; for 
them not only enjoym^t, but tranquillity is over, and 
if they could annihilate the unconscious victim of their 
spleen, I fully believe no Christian toleration would 
come in the way of that last extreme of animosity. For 
a coxcomb there is no mercy, — for a coquette no pardon. 
They are, as it were, the dissenters of society, — no 
crime is too bad to be imputed to them; they do not 
believe the religion of others, — they set up a deity of 
their own vanity; all the orthodox vanities of others 
are offended. Then comes the bigotry, the stake, the 
atUo-da-fi of scandal. What, alas! is so implacable as 
the rage of vanity? What so restless as its persecu- 
tion? Take from a man his fortune, his house, his 
reputation, but flatter his vanity in each, and he will 
forgive you. Heap upon him benefits, fill him with 
blessings: but irritate his self-love, and you have made 
the very best man ungrateful. He will sting you if he 
can: you cannot blame him; you yourself have instilled 
the venom. This is one reason why you must rarely 
reckon upon gratitude in conferring an obligation. It 
is a very high mind to which gratitude is not a painful 
sensation. If you wish to please, you will find it wiser 
to receive — solicit even — favors, than accord them ; for 
the vanity of the ohliger is always flattered, — that of 
the obligee rarely. 

Well, this is an unforeseen digression : let me return. 
I had mixed, of late, very little with the English. 
My mother's introductions had procured me the entree 
of the best French houses; and to them, therefore, my 
evenings were usually devoted. Alas! that was a 
happy time, when my carriage used to await me at the 
door of the Bocher de Cancale, and then whirl me to 
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a succession of visits, yarying in their degree and natuie 
as the whim prompted : now to the brilliant soirees of 

Madame de , or to the appartement au troisieme 

of some less celebrated daughter of dissipation and 
Scarte; now to the literary conversaziones of the Duch- 

esse de D s, or the Vicomte d' , and then to the 

feverish excitement of the gambling-house. Passing 
from each with the appetite for amusement kept alive by 
variety ; finding in none a disappointment, and in every 
one a welcome; full of the health which supports, and 
the youth which colors all excess or excitement, I 
drained, with an unsparing lip, whatever enjoyment 
that enchanting metropolis could afford. 

I have hitherto said but little of the Duchesse de 
Perpignan ; I. think ' it necessary now to give some ac- 
count of that personage. Ever since the evening I had 
met her at the ambassador's, I paid her the most un- 
ceasing attentions. I soon discovered that she had a 
curious sort of liaison with one of the attaches, — a 
short, ill-made gentleman, with high shoulders and a 
pale face, who wore a blue coat and buff waistcoat, wrote 
bad verses, and thought himself handsome. All Paris 
said she was excessively enamored of this youth. As 
for me, I had not known her four days before I discov- 
ered that she could not be excessively enamored of any- 
thing but an oyster pdt4 and Lord Byron's '* Corsair. *' 
Her mind was the most marvellous melange of senti- 
ment and its opposite. In her amours she was Lucretia 
herself; in her epicurism Apicius would have yielded 
to her. She was pleased with sighs, but she adored 
suppers. She would leave everything for her lover, 
except her dinner. The attachi soon quarrelled with 
her, and I was installed into the Platonic honors of hiff 
office. 
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At first, I own that I was flattered by her choice; 
and though she was terribly exacting of my petits soins^ 
I managed to keep up her affection, and, what is still 
more wonderful, my own, for the better part of a month. 
What then cooled me was the following occurrence : — 

I was in her boudoir one evening, when her femme 
de charribre came to tell us that the due was in the pas- 
sage. Notwithstanding the innocence of our attach- 
ment, the duchesse was in a violent fright; a small door 
was at the left of the ottoman, on which we were sitting. 
"Oh, no, no; not there," cried the lady; but I, who 
saw no other refuge, entered it forthwith, and before she 
could ferret me out, the due was in the room. 

In the meanwhile, I amused myself by examining the 
wonders of the new world into which I had so abruptly 
immerged: on a small table before me, was deposited a 
remarkably -constructed nightcap; I examined it as a 
curiosity; on each side was placed une petite cotelette 
de veau cru, sewed on with green-colored silk (I re- 
member even the smallest minutiae) ; a beautiful golden 
wig (the duchesse never liked me to play with her hair) 
was on a block close by, and on another table was a set 
of teeth, d^une hlaneheur eblouissante. In this manu- 
factory of a beauty I remained for a quarter of an hour; 
at the end of that time, the abigail (the duchesse had 
the grace to disappear) released me, and I flew down the 
stairs like a spirit from purgatory. 

From that moment the duchesse honored me with her 
most deadly abhorrence. Equally silly and wicked, her 
schemes of revenge were as ludicrous in their execution 
as remorseless in their design : at one time I narrowly 
escaped poison in a cup of coffee, at another she endeav- 
ored to stab me to the heart with a paper-cutter. 

Notwithstanding my preservation from these attacks, 

VOL. I. — 8 
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my fair enemy had resolved on my destraction, and an- 
other means of attempting it still remained, which the 
reader will yet have the pleasure of learning. 

Mr. Thornton had called upon me twice, and twice I 
had returned the visit, but neither of us had been at 
home to benefit by these reciprocities of politeness. 
His acquaintance with my mysterious hero of the gam- 
bling house and the Jardin des Plantes, and the keen 
interest I took, in spite of myself, in that unaccountable 
person, whom I was persuaded I had seen before in 
some very different scene, and under very different cir- 
cumstances, made me desirous to improve an acquaint- 
ance which, from Vincent's detail, I should otherwise 
have been anxious to avoid. I therefore resolved to 
make another attempt to find him at home; and my 
headache being somewhat better, I took my way to his 
apartments in the Faubourg St. Germain. 

I love that quartiert — if ever I go to Paris again 
I shall reside there. It is a different world from the 
streets usually known to and tenanted by the English: 
there^ indeed, you are among the French, the fossilized 
remains of the old rigime^ — the very houses have an 
air of desolate yet venerable grandeur; you never pass 
by the white and modem mansion of a nouveau riche ; 
all , even to the ruggedness of the pcuoe^ breathes a haughty 
disdain of innovation; you cross one of the numerous 
bridges, and you enter into another time, — you are 
inhaling the atmosphere of a past century; no flaunt- 
ing hovtiqne^ French in its trumpery, English in its 
prices, stares you in the face; no stiff coats and unnat- 
ural gaits are seen anglicising up the melancholy streets. 
Vast hotels, with their gloomy frontals, and magnificent 
contempt of comfort; shops, such as shops might have 
been in the aristocratic days of Louis QuatorzCi eie 
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British contamination made them inaolent and dear; 
pnhlic edifices, still eloquent of the superh charities of 
le grand monarque ; carriages with their huge bodies 
and ample decorations; horses, with their Norman 
dimensions and undocked honors ; men, on whose more 
high though not less courteous demeanor, the Revolu- 
tion seems to have wrought no democratic plebeianism, 
— all strike on the mind with a vague and nameless 
impression of antiquity; a something solemn even in 
gayety, and faded in pomp, appears to linger over all 
you behold ; there are the great French people imadul- 
tezated by change, unsullied with the commerce of the 
vagrant and various tribes that throng their mighty mart 
of enjoyments. 

The strangers who fill the qtturtiers on this side the 
Seine pass not there; between them and the Faubourg 
there is a gulf; the very skies seem different, — your 
own feelings, thoughts, nature itself, alter, when you 
have passed that Styx which divides the wanderers 
from the inhabitants; your spirits are not so much 
damped, as tinged, refined, ennobled by a certain inex- 
pressible awe, — you are girt with the stateliness of eld, 
and you tread the gloomy streets with the dignity of a 
man who is recalling the splendors of an ancient court 
where he once did homage.^ 

I arrived at Thornton's chambers in the Bue St. 
Dominique. ** Monsieur , est-dl ehez lux ? " said I to 
the ancient portress, who was reading one of Crebil- 
lon's novels. 

* Oui^ Monsieur J au guatrthne^" was the answer. I 
turned to the dark and unclean staircase, and, after 



^ It was in 1827 that this was first published ; the gloiy (by this 
time) has piohably left the Faaboorg. 
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incredible exertion and fatigue, arrived at last at the 
elevated abode of Mr. Thornton. 

" £!ntrez," cried a voice, in answer to my rap. I 
obeyed the signal, and found myself in a room of 
tolerable dimensions and multiplied utilities. A de- 
cayed silk curtain of a dingy blue, drawn across a 
recess, separated the chamhre a Gaucher from the 
salon. It was at present only half -drawn, and did 
not, therefore, conceal the mysteries of the den within ; 
the bed was still immade, and apparently of no very 
inviting cleanliness ; a red handkerchief, that served as 
a nightcap, hung pendent from the foot of the bed ; at a 
little distance from it, more towards the pillow, were 
a shawl, a parasol, and an old slipper. On a table 
which stood between the two dull, filmy windows, were 
placed a cracked bowl, still reeking with the lees of 
gin -punch, two bottles half full, a mouldy cheese, and 
a salad-dish; on the ground beneath the table lay two 
huge books, and a woman's bonnet. 

Thornton himself sat by a small, consumptive fire, 
in an easy-chair; another table, still spread with the 
appliances of breakfast, — namely, a coffee-pot, a milk- 
jug, two cups, a broken loaf, and an empty dish, min- 
gled with a pack of cards, one dice, and an open book 
de mauvais gout, stood immediately before him. 

Everything around bore some testimony of low de- 
bauchery; and the man himself, with his flushed and 
sensual countenance, his imwashed hands, and the slov- 
enly rakishness of his whole appearance, made no unfit- 
ting representation of the genius loci. 

All that I have described, together with a flitting 
shadow of feminine appearance, escaping through an- 
other door, my quick eye discovered in the same instant 
that I made my salutation. 
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Thornton rose, with an air half -careless and half- 
abashed, and expressed, in more appropriate terms than 
his appearance warranted, his pleasurable surprise at 
seeing me at last. There was, however, a singularity 
in his conversation which gave it an air both of shrewd- 
ness and vulgarity. This was, as may before have been 
noted, a profuse intermixture of proverbs, some stale, 
some new, some sensible enough, and all savoring of a 
vocabulary carefully eschewed by every man of ordinary 
refinement in conversation. 

"1 have but a small tenement/' said he, smiling; 
" but, thank Heaven, at Paris a man is ' not made by 
his lodgings. Small house, small care. Few gar^ons 
have indeed a more sumptuous apartment than myself." 

" True,'* said I ; ** and if I may judge by the bottles 
on the opposite table, and the bonnet beneath it, you 
find that no abode is too humble or too exalted for the 
solace of the senses." 

* 'Fore Gad, you are in the right, Mr. Pelham," 
replied Thornton, with a loud, coarse, chuckling laugh, 
which, more than a year's conversation could have done, 
let me into the secrets of his character. ** I care not a 
rush for the decorations of the table, so that the cheer 
be good; nor for the gewgaws of the head-dress, so long 
as the face is pretty, — ' the taste of the kitchen is better 

than the smell.' Do you go much to Madame B 's, 

in the Rue Gr^try, — eh, Mr. Pelham 1 — ah, I'll be 
bound you do." 

" No," said I, with a loud laugh, but internal shiver; 
" but you know where to find le ban vin et les jolies 
filles. As for me, I am still a stranger in Paris, and 
amuse myself but very indifferently. " 

Thornton's face brightened. " I tell you what , my good 
fellow — I beg pardon, I mean Mr. Pelham, : — I can show 
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you the best sport in the world, if you can only spare 
me a little of your time, — this very evening, perhaps f " 

" I fear,** said I, " I am engaged all the present week; 
but I long for nothing more than to cultivate an ac- 
quaintance seemingly so exactly to my ovm taste." 

Thornton's gray eyes twinkled. " Will you break&st 
with me on Saturday ? " said he. 

* I shall be too happy," I replied. 

There was now a short pause. I took advantage of it. 
** I think," said I, ** I have seen you once or twice with a 
tall , handsome man, in a loose greatcoat of very singular 
color. Pray, if not impertinent, who is he ? I am sure 
I have seen him before in England. " 

I looked full upon Thornton as I said this; he changed 
color, and answered my gaze with a quick glance from 
his small, glittering eye, before he replied, ** I scarcely 
know who you mean, my acquaintance is so large and 
miscellaneous at Paris. It might have been Johnson, 
or Smith, or Howard, or anybody, in short." 

" It is a man nearly six feet high," said I, *' thin, and 
remarkably well made, of a pale complexion, light eyes, 
and very black hair, mustaches, and whiskers. I saw 
him with you once in the Bois de Boulogne, and once 
in a hell in the Palais Royal. Surely, now you will 
recollect who he is ? " 

Thornton was evidently disconcerted. 

^ Oh! " said he, after a short pause, and another of 
his peculiarly quick, sly glances, — "oh, that man: I 
have known him a very short time. What is his name t 
— let me see ! " and Mr. Thornton affected to look down 
in a complete reverie of dim remembrances. 

I saw, however, that from time to time his eye glanced 
up to me with a restless, inquisitive expression, and as 
instantly retired. 
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• Ah,** said I, carelesBly, ** I think I knoTT who 
he is?" 

"Who?" cried Thornton, eagerly, and utterly off 
his guard. 

'* And yet," I pursued, without noticing the interrup- 
tion, " it scarcely can he, — the color of the hair is so 
very different." 

Thornton again appeared to relapse into his recol- 
lections. 

"War — Warbur — ah I I have it now!" cried he, 
"Warburton, that's it, — that's the name; is it the 
one you supposed, Mr. Pelham?" 

" No," said I, apparently perfectly satisfied. ** I was 
quite mistaken. Grood-moming, I did not think it 
was so late. On Saturday, then, Mr. Thornton, — au 
plaisir / " 

"A cunning dog!" said I to myself, as I left the 
apartments. " However, an peut Stre trap Jin. I shall 
have him yet." 

The surest way to make a dupe, is to let your victim \ 
suppose you are his. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

YoiJk de IMradition.^ — Les Femmes Savantes. 

I FOUND, on my return, covered with blood, and foam- 
ing with passion, my inestimable valet, Bedos. 

« What 's the matter ? " said I. 

** Matter I " repeated Bedos, in a tone almost inarticu- 
late with rage; and then, rejoicing at the opportunity 
of unbosoming his wrath, he poured out a vast volley of 
ivrognes and carogneSj against our dame du chateau ^ 
of monkey reminiscence. With great difficulty I gath- 
ered at last, from his vituperations, that the enraged 
landlady, determined to wreak her vengeance on some 
one, had sent for him into her appartetnent, accosted 
him with a smile, bade him sit down, regaled him with 
cold vol-aurvent, and a glass of Cura^oa, and, while he 
was felicitating himself on his good fortune, slipped out 
of the room; presently, three tall fellows entered with 
sticks. 

"We'll teach you," said the biggest of them, — 
" we '11 teach you to lock up ladies for the indulgence 
of your vulgar amusement;" and, without one other 
word, they fell upon Bedos with incredible zeal and 
vigor. The valiant valet defended himself, tooth and 
nail, for some time, for which he only got the more 
soundly belabored. In the meanwhile the landlady 
entered, and, with the same gentle smile as before, 
begged him to make no ceremony, to proceed with his 

^ There 'a erudition for yon. 
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present amusement, and, when he was tired with the 
exercise, hoped he would refresh himself with another 
glass of Cura<;oa. 

"It was this," said Bedos, with a whimper, "which 
hurt me the most, — to think that she should serve me 
so cruelly, after I had eaten so plentifully of the volravr 
vent ; envy and injustice I can hear, hut treachery stabe 
me to the heart. " 

When these threshers of men were tired, the 
lady satisfied, and Bedos half dead, they suffered the 
unhappy valet to withdraw; the mistress of the hotel 
giving him a note, which she desired, with great civil- 
ity, that he would transmit to me on my return. This, 
I found, enclosed my hill, and informed me that, my 
month being out on the morrow, she had promised my 
rooms to a particular friend, and begged I would, 
therefore, have the bonte to choose another apartment. 

" Carry my luggage forthwith," said I, * to the Hdtel 
de Mirabeau : " and that very evening I changed my 
abode. 

I Wlui engaged that day to a literary dinner at the 

Marquis d'Al ; and, as I knew I should meet 

Vincent, I felt some pleasure in repairing to my enter- 
tainer's hotel. They were just going to dinner as I 
entered. A good many English were of the party. 
The good-natured, in all senses of the word, Lady 

, who always affected to pet me, cried aloud, 

"Pelham, mon joli petit mignony I have not seen you 
for an age, — do give me your arm. " 

Madame d'Anville was just before me, and, as I 
looked at her, I saw that her eyes were full of tears; 
my heart smote me for my late inattention, and, going 

up to her, I only nodded to Lady and said, in 

reply to her invitation, ** JVbw, perfide^ it is my turn 
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to be crael now. Remember your flirtation with Mr. 
Howard de Howard. " « 

" Pooh! " said Lady , taking Lord Vincent's arm, 

** your jealousy does indeed rest upon * a trifle light as 
^ir.'" 

" Do you forgive me ; " whispered I to Madame d' An- 
ville, as I handed her to the salle a nianger. 

" Does not love forgive everything? " was her answer. 

* At least," thought 1, * it never talks in those pretty 
phrases! " 

The conversation soon turned upon books. As for 
me, I rarely at that time took a sluire in those discus- 
I sions; indeed, I have long laid it down as a rule, that 
; when your fame, or your notoriety, is once established, 
j you never gain by talking to more than one person at a 
J time. If you don't shine, you are a fool, — if you do, 
i you are a bore. You must become either ridiculous or 
unpopular, — either hurt your own self-love by stupid- 
ity, or that of others by wit. I therefore sat in silence, 
looking exceedingly edified, and now and then mutter- 
ing "good!" "true!" Thank Heaven, however, the 
suspension of one faculty only increases the vivacity 
of the others: my eyes and ears always watch like 
sentinels over the repose of my lips. Careless and 
indifferent as I seem to all things, nothing ever escapes 
me: I have two peculiarities which serve me, it may 
be, instead of talent; I ohserve^ and I remember. 

** You have seen J.my's * Hermite de la Chauss^ 
d' Antin * ? " said our host to Lord Vincent. 

** I have, and think meanly of it. There is a per- 
petual aim at something pointed, which as perpetually 
merges into something dull. He is like a bad swim- 
mer, — strikes out with great force, makes a confounded 
eplash, and never gets a yard the further for it. It is 
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a great effort not to sink. Indeed, Monsieur d'A , 

your literature is at a very reduced ebb : bombastic in the 
drama, shallow in philosophy, mawkish in poetry; your 
writers in the present day seem to think, with Boileau: 

* Soavent de tous nos maux la raison est le pire.' ** ^ 

" Surely," cried Madame d'Anville, * you will allow 
De la Martine's poetry to be beautiful 1 " 

**I allow it," said he, "to be among the best you 
have; and I know very few lines in your language 
equal to the two first stanzas in his * Meditation on 
Napoleon,' or to those exquisite verses called < Le 
Lac;' but you will allow also, that he wants origi- 
nality and nerve. His thoughts are pathetic, but not 
deep; he whines, but sheds no tears. He has, in his 
imitation of Lord Byron, reversed the great miracle: 
instead of turning water into wine, he has turned wine 
into water. Besides, he is so unpardonably obscure. 

He thinks with Bacchus (you remember, D'A , 

the line in Euripides, which I will not quote), that 
* there is something august in the shades ; ' but he has 
applied this thought wrongly; in his obscurity there 
is nothing sublime, — it is the background of a Dutch 
picture. It is only a red herring, or an old hat which 
he has invested with such pomposity of shadow and 
darkness." 

" But his verses are so smooth," said Lady . 

• Ah I " answered Vincent. 

*' ' Qaand la rime enfin se trouve au bout des vers, 
Qu'importe que le reste y aoit mis de travers.'"* 

1 Often of all our ills the wont is reason. 
* No matter what the stuff, if good the rhyme, — 
The rabble stands cemented with the lime. 

Paraphrase, 
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" Helas / " said the Viscount d' A , an author of no 

small celebrity himself; '' I agree with you, — we shall 
never again see a Voltaire or a Eousseau. " 

'' There is but little justice in those complaints, often 
as they are made," replied Vincent. " You may not, it 
is true, see a Voltaire or a Rousseau, but you will see 
their equals. Genius can never be exhausted by one 
individual. In our country the poets, after Chaucer in 
the fifteenth century, complained of the decay of their 
art, — they did not anticipate Shakespeare. In Hay- 
ley's time, who ever dreamed of the ascension of 
Byron! Yet Shakespeare and Byron came like the 
bridegroom * in the dead of night ; ' and you have 
the same probability of producing, not indeed another 
Rousseau, but a writer to do equal honor to your 
literature. " 

" I think," said Lady , " that Rousseau's * Julie ' 

is over-rated. I had heard so much of * La Nouvelle 
H^loise ' when I was a girl, and been so often told that 
it was destruction to read it, that I bought the book 
the very day after I was married. I own to you that I 
could not get through it. " 

"I am not surprised at it," answered Vincent; "but 
Rousseau is not the less a genius for all that. There is 
no plot in his novel to bear out the style, and he him- 
self is right when he says, * this book will suit few 
readers. ' One letter would delight every one, — four 
volumes of them are a surfeit; it is the toujours per- 
drix. But the chief beauty of that wonderful concep- 
tion of an impassioned and meditative mind is to be 
found in the inimitable manner in which the thoughts 
are embodied, and in the tenderness, the truth, the 
profundity of the thoughts themselves. When Lord 
Edouard says, < C^est le ehemin des passions qui i»'a 
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conduit a la phUoaophiey ^ he inculcates, in one sim- 
ple phrase, a profound and unanswerahle truth. It is 
in these remarks that nature is chiefly found in the 
writings of Eousseau. Too much engrossed in himself 
to be deeply skilled in the characters of others, that very 
self-study had yet given him a knowledge of the more 
hidden recesses of the heart. He could perceive at once 
the motive and the cause of actions, but he wanted the 
patience to trace the elaborate • and winding progress of 
their effects. He saw the passions in their home, but 
he could not follow them abroad. He knew mankind 
in the general , but not men in the detail. Thus, when 
he makes an aphorism, or reflection, it comes home at 
once to you as true ; but when he would analyze that 
reflection, — when he argues, reasons, and attempts to 
prove, you reject him as unnatural, or you refute him 
as false. It is then that he partakes of that manie com- 
mune which he imputes to other philosophers, * de nier 
ee qui est, et d^expliquer ce qui n^est pas, * " * 

There was a short pause. "I think," said Madame 
d'Anville, "that it is in those reflections which you 
admire so much in Rousseau, that our authors in gen- 
eral excel." 

" You are right," said Vincent, ** and for this reason, 
— with you men of letters are nearly always men of the 
world. Hence their quick perceptions are devoted to 
human beings as well as to books. They make observa- 
tions acutely, and embody them with grace; but it is 
worth remarking, that the same cause which produced 
the aphorism, frequently prevents its being profoimd. 
These literary gens du monde have the tact to observe, 

^ It is the path of the paasions which has conducted me to 
philosophy. 

* To deny that which is, and explain that which is not 
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but not the patience, perhaps not the time, to investi- 
gate. They make the maxim, but they never explain to 
you the train of reasoning which led to it. Hence they 
are more brilliant than true. An English writer will 
seldom dare to make a maxim, involving, perhaps, in 
two lines, one of the most important of moral prob- 
lems, without bringing pages to support his dictum. 
A French essayist leaves it wholly to itself. He tells 
you neither how he came by his reasons, nor their con- 
clusion : * le plus fou souvent est le plus satisfait, ' * 
Consequently, if less tedious than the English, your 
reasoners are more dangerous, and ought rather to be 
considered as models of terseness than of reflection. A 
man might learn to think sooner from your writers, but 
he will leam to think juMy sooner from ours. Many 
observations of La Bruy^re and Eochefoucault — the 
latter especially — have obtained credit for truth solely 
from their point. They possess exactly the same merit 
as the very sensible, — permit me to add, very French 
line in Comeille: — 

' Ma plus douce esp^rance est de peidre Teepoir.' " * 

The marquess took advantage of the silence which 
followed Vincent's criticism, to rise from the table. 
We all (except Vincent, who took leave) adjourned to 
the salon, " Qui est eet homme la ? " said one, " eomme 
il est ipris de lui-memef " ** How silly he is," cried 
another, — " How ugly/' said a third. * What a taste 
in literature — such a talker — such shallowness, and 
such assurance — not worth the answering — could not 
slip in a word — disagreeable, revolting, awkward, slov- 
enly," were the most complimentary opinions bestowed 

1 He who has the least aenae ia the moat aatiafied. 
* My aweeteat hoping ia to f oxf eit hope. 
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upon the unfortunate Vincent. The old railed at his 
rnauvais gout, and the young at his mauvais ccBur : for 
the former always attribute whatever does not coniespond 
with their sentiments, to a perversion of taste ; and the 
latter, whatever does not come up to their enthusiasm, 
to a depravity of heart. 

As for me, I went home, enriched with two new \ 
observations ; first, that one may not speak of anything 
relative to a foreign country as one would if one were 
a native. Nati onal censures become particular affronts . 
Secondly, that those who know mankind in theory, sel- 
dom know it in practice ; the very wisdom that conceives 
a rule is accompanied with the abstraction or the vanity 
which destroys it. I mean that the philosopher of the 
cabinet is often too diffident to put into action his 
observations, or too eager for display to conceal their 
design. Lord Vincent values himself upon his science 
du mande. He has read much upon men, he has re- 
flected more; he lays down aphorisms to govern or to 
please them. He goes into society; he is cheated by 
the one half, and the other half he offends. The sage 
in the cabinet is but a fool in the salon ; and the most 
consummate men of the world are those who have con- 
sidered the least on it. 
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CHAPTEE XXV. 

Fatlttaff. — What money U in mj pnne f 
Page. — Seven groats and twopence. 

Second Part of Hmry IV. 

En itemm Crispinns ! 

The next day a note was brought me, which had been 
sent to my former lodgings in the Hdtel de Paris; it was 
from Thornton. 

Mt dear Sir [it began], — I am very Borry that particular 
business will prevent me the pleasure of seeing you at my 
rooms on Saturday. I hope to be more fortunate some other 
day. I should be glad to introduce you, the first opportunity, 
to my friends in tlie Rue Gr^try, for I like obliging my country- 
men. I am sure, if you were to go there, you would cut and 
come again, — one shoulder of mutton drives down another 

I beg you to accept my repeated excuses, and remain, dear 
sir, your very obedient servant, 

Thomas Thornton. 

Rue St. Dominique, Friday Morning. 

The letter produced in me many and manifold cogita- 
tions. What could possibly have induced Mr. Tom 
Thornton, rogue as he was, to postpone thus, of his own 
accord, the plucking of a pigeon, which he had such 
good reason to believe he had entrapped? There was 
evidently no longer the same avidity to cultivate my 
acquaintance as before; in putting off our appointment 
with so little ceremony, he did not even fix a day for 
another meeting. What h^ altered his original designs 
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towards me t for if Vincent's account wete true, it was 
natural to suppose that he wished to profit by any ac- 
quaintance he might form with me, and therefore such 
an acquaintance his own interest would induce him to 
continue and confirm. 

Either, then, he no longer had the same necessity for 
a dupe, or he no longer imagined I should become one. 
Yet neither of these suppositions was probable. It was 
not likely that he should grow suddenly honest or 
suddenly rich; nor had I, on the other hand, given 
him any reason to suppose I was a jot more wary than 
any other individual he might have imposed upon. 
On the contrary, I had appeared to seek his acquain- 
tance with an eagerness which said but little for my 
knowledge of the world. The more I reflected the 
more I should have been puzzled, had I not connected 
his present backwardness with his acquaintance with 
the stranger, whom he termed Warburton. It is true 
that I had no reason to suppose so : it was a conjecture 
wholly unsupported, and, indeed, against my better 
sense; yet, from some imanalyzed associations^ I could 
not divest myself of the supposition. 

" I will soon see, " thought I ; and wrapping myself 
in my cloak, for the day was bitterly cold, I bent my 
way to Thornton's lodgings. I could not explain to 
myself the deep interest I took in whatever was con- 
nected with (the soK^ed) Warburton, or whatever 
promised to discover more clearly any particulars respect- 
ing him. His behavior in the gambling-house ; his con- 
versation with the woman in the Jardin des Plantes; 
and the singular circumstance, that a man of so very 
aristocratic an appearance should be connected with 
Thornton, and only seen in such low scenes and with 
such low society, would not have been sufficient so 

VOL. I. — 9 
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ationgly to occupy my mind, bad it not been for certain 
dim recollections and undefinable associations that bis 
appearance wben present, and my tboughts of Hit^ when 
absent, perpetually recalled. 

As, engrossed witb meditations of this nature, I was 
passing over tbe Pont Neuf, I perceived tbe man wbom 
Warburton bad so earnestly watcbed in tbe gambling- 
bouse, and wbom my conjectures indentified witb tbe 
" Tyrrell, " wbo bad formed tbe subject of conversation 
in tbe Jardin des Plantes, pass slowly before me. 
Tbere was an appearance of great exbaustion in bis 
swartby, and strongly-marked countenance. He walked 
carelessly on, neitber looking to tbe rigbt nor tbe left^ 
witb tbat air of tbougbt and abstraction common to all 
men in tbe babit of indulging any engrossing and excit- 
ing passion. 

We were just on tbe other side of tbe Seine, wben 
I perceived tbe woman of tbe Jardin des Plantes approach. 
Tyrrell (for that, I afterwards discovered, was really bis 
name) started as she came near, and asked her, in a 
tone of some asperity, where she bad been ? As I was 
but a few paces behind, I bad a clear, full view of tbe 
woman's countenance. She was about twenty-eight or 
thirty years of age. Her features were decidedly band- 
some, though somewhat too sharp and aquiline. Her 
eyes were light and rather sunken ; and her complexion 
bespoke somewhat of the paleness and languor of ill- 
health. On tbe whole, the expression of her face, 
though decided, was not unpleasing, and wben sbe re- 
turned Tyrrell's rather rude salutation, it weus witb a smile, 
which made her, for tbe moment, absolutely beautifuL 

" Where have I been to f " sbe said, in answer to bis 
interrogatory ; " why, I went to look at tbe New Church, 
which they told me was so svperbe," 
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^ Methinks, " replied the man, " that ours are not pre- 
cisely the circumstances in which such spectacles are 
amusing. " 

" Nay, Tyrrell, " said the woman, as, taking his arm, 
they walked on together a few paces before me, — " nay, 
we are quite rich now to what we have been; and, if 
you do play again, our two himdred pounds may swell 
into a fortune. Your losses have brought you skill, and 
you may now turn them into actual advantages. " 

Tyrrell did not reply exactly to these remarks, but 
appeared as if debating with himself. "Two hundred 
pounds, — twenty already gone I — in a few months all 
will have melted away. What is it then now but a 
respite from starvation f — but with luck it may become 
a competence.** 

" And why not have luck Y many a fortune has been 
made with a worse beginning, *' said the woman. 

"True, Margaret," pursued the gambler, "and even 
without luck, our fate Can only commence a month or two 
sooner, — better a short doom than a lingering torture. " 

"What think you of trying some new game where 
you have more experience, or where the chances are 
greater than in that of rouge^-noir ? " asked the 
woman. "Could you not make something out of 
that tall, handsome man, who, Thornton says, is so 
richT' 

"Ah, if one could!" sighed Tyrrell, wistfully. 
"Thornton tells me that he has won thousands from 
him, and that they are mere drops in his income. 
Thornton is a good, easy, careless fellow, and might let 
me into a share of the booty ; but then, in what games 
can I engage him?" 

Here I passed this well-suited pair, and lost the 
remainder of their conversation* "Well," thought I, 
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^if this preciouB perBonage does starve at last^ he will 
most richly deserve it, partly for his designs on the 
stranger, principally for his opinion of Thornton. If 
he were a knave only, one might pity him ; hut a knave 
and a fool hoth are a comhination of evil for which there 
is no intermediate purgatory of opinion, — nothing short 
of utter damnation." 

I soon arrived at Mr. Thornton's ahode. The same 
old woman, poring over the same novel of Crehillon, 
made me the same reply as before; and, accordingly, 
again I ascended the obscure and rugged stairs, which 
seemed to indicate that the road to vice is not so easy 
as one generally supposes. I knocked at the door, and^ 
receiving no answering acknowledgment, opened it at 
once. The first thing I saw was the dark, rough coat 
of Warburton; that person's back was turned to me, 
and he was talking with some energy to Thornton (who 
lounged idly in a chair, with one ungartered leg thrown 
over the elbow). 

''Ah, Mr. Pelham," exclaimed the latter, starting 
from his not> very graceful position, '' it gives me great 
pleasure to see you : Mr. Warburton, Mr. Pelham, — 
Mr. Pelham, Mr. Warburton." 

My new-made and mysterious acquaintance drew 
himself up to his full height, and bowed very slightly 
to my own acknowledgment of the introduction. A 
low person would have thought him rude. I only 
supposed him ignorant of the world. No man of the 
world is uncivil. He turned round, after this stiff con- 
descension, and sank down on the sofa, with his back 
towards me. 

" I was mistaken, " thought I, '' when I believed him 
to be above such associates as l^omton, — they are well 
matched." 
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"My dear sir,'* said Thornton, "I am very sorry I 
could not see you to breakfast; a particular engage- 
ment prevented me, — verbum sap, Mr. Pelham, you 
take me, I suppose, — black eyes, white skin, and such 
an ankle I " and the fellow rubbed Ms great hands and 
chuckled. 

"Well," said I, "I cannot blame you, whatever may 
be my loss, — a dark eye and a straight ankle are power- 
ful excuses. What says Mr. Warburton to them 1 " and 
I turned to the object of my interrogatory. 

"Really," he answered, dryly (but in a voice that 

struck me as feigned and artificial), and without moving 

from his imcourteous position, " Mr. Thornton only can 

judge of the niceties of his peculiar tastes,^ or the justice 

' of his general excuses. " 

Mr. Warburton said this in a sarcastic, bitter tone. 
Thornton bit his lips, — more, I should think, at the 
manner than the words, — and his small gray eyes 
sparkled with a malignant and stem expression, which 
suited the character of his face far better than the care- 
less levity which his glances usually denoted. 

"They are no such great friends after all," thought 
I; " and now let me change my attack. Pray, " I asked, 
"among all your numerous acquaintances at Paris did 
you ever meet with a Mr. Tyrrell 1 " 

Warburton started from his chair, and as instantly 
reseated himself. Thornton eyed me with one of those 
peculiar looks which so strongly reminded me of a dog 
in deliberation whether to bite or run away. 

"I do know a Mr. Tyrrell," he said, after a short 
pause. 

" What sort of a person is he ? " I asked with an in- 
different air, — "a great gamester is he not! " 

" He does slap it down on the colors now and then,** 
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replied Thornton. " I hope you don't know him. Mr. 
Pelham!" 

" Why 1 " said I, evading the question. " His char- 
acter is not affected by a propensity so common, unless, 
indeed, you suppose him to be more a gambler than a 
gamester, — namely, more acute than imlucky." 

''Heaven forbid that I should say any such thing," 
replied Thornton; "you won't catch an old lawyer in 
such imprudence.*^ 

"The greater the truth, the greater the libel,'' said 
Warburton, with a sneer. 

"No," resumed Thornton, "I know nothing against 
Mr. Tyrrell, — nothing ! He may be a very good man, 
and I believe he is; but as a friend, Mr. Pelham" (and 
Mr. Thornton grew quite affectionate), "I advise you 
to have as little as possible to do with thai sari of 
people,^ 

"Truly," said I, "you have now excited my curi- 
osity. Nothing, you know, is half so inviting as 
mystery. " 

Thornton looked as if he had expected a very different 
reply ; and Warburton said, in an abrupt tone, — 

"Whoever enters an unknown road in a fog may 
easily lose himself. " 

"True," said I; "but that very chance is more 
agreeable than a road where one knows every tree! 
Danger and novelty are more to my taste than safety 
and sameness. Besides, as I rarely gamble myself, I 
can lose little by an acquaintance with those who do. " 

Another pause ensued, — and finding I had got all 
from Mr. Thornton and his uncourteous guest that I 
was likely to do, I took my hat and my departure. 

" I do not know, " thought I, " whether I have prof- 
ited much by this visit. Let me consider. In the 
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first place, I have not ascertained why I was put off by 
Mr. Thornton, — for as to his excuse, it could only have 
availed one day, and had he been anxious for my ac- 
quaintance, he would have named another. I have, 
however, discovered, first, that he does not wish me 
to form any connection with Tyrrell; secondly, from 
Warburton's sarcasm and his glance of reply, that there 
is but little friendship between those two, whatever be 
the intimdcy ; and, thirdly, that Warburton, from his 
dorsal positions, so studiously preserved, either wished 
to be uncivil or unnoticed." The latter, after all, was 
the most probable supposition; and, upon the whole, 
I felt more than ever convinced that he was the person 
I siispected him to be. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Tell how the fates mj giddj oooise did guide. 
The inconstant tarns of everj changing hour. 

Pierce Gaveston, by M. Dbattoh. 
Je me retire done. — Adien, Paris, adien ! — Boilbau. 

When I returned home, I found on my table the fol- 
lowing letter from my mother: — 

My dbab Hbnby, — I am rejoiced to hear you are so well 
entertained at Paris ; that you have been so often to the 

D B and C s; that Coulon says you are his best pupil ; 

that your favorite horse is so much admired, — and that you 
have only exceeded your allowaoce by ^£1000. ^th some 
dificulty I have persuaded your uncle to transmit you an order 
for ^1500, which will, I trust, make up all your deficiencies. 

You must not, my dear child, be so extravagant for the 
future, and for a very good reason, — namely, I do not see 
how you can. Your uncle, I fear, will not again be so gener- 
ous, and your father cannot assist you. You will therefore ^ 
see more clearly than ever the necessity of marrying an heiress : ' 
there are only two in England (the daughters of gentlemen) 
worthy of you, — the most deserving of these has j£100,000 a 
year, the other has j£10,000. The former is old, ugly, and 
very ill-tempered ; the latter tolerably pretty and agreeable, 
and just of age; but you will perceive the impropriety of even 
thinking of her till we have tried the other. I am going to 
ask both to my Sunday soir^j where I never admit any single 
men, so that ^lere, at least, you will have no rivals. 

And now, my dear son, before I enter into a subject of great 
importance to you, I wish to recall to your mind that pleasure 
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is never an end, bnt a means, — namely, that in your horses 
and amusements at Paris, your visits and your liaiions, you 
have always, I trust, remembered that these were only so far 
desirable as the methods of shining in society. I have now a 
new scene on which you are to enter, with very different 
objects in view, and where any pleasures you may find have 
nothing the least in common with those you at present 
enjoy. 

I know that this pre&ce will not frighten you, as it might 
many silly young men. Your education has been too care- 
fully attended to, for you to imagine that any step can be 
rough or unpleasant which raises you in the world. 

To come at once to the point. One of the seats in your 
uncle's borough of BuyemaU is every day expected to be 
vacated; the present member, Mr. Toolington, cannot possibly 
live a week, and your uncle is very desirous that you should 
fill the vacancy which Mr. Toolington's death will create. 
Though I called it Lord Qlenmorris's borough, yet it ib not 
entirely at his disposal, which I think very strange, since my 
father, who was not half so rich as your uncle, could send two 
members to Parliament without the least trouble in the world, 
— but I don't understand these matters. Possibly your uncle 
(poor man I) does not manage thenf well. However, he says 
no time is to be lost. You are to return immediately to EDg- 

land, and come down to his house in shire. It is supposed 

you will have some contest, but be certain eventually to 
come in. 

You will also, in this visit to Lord Qlenmonis, have an 
excellent opportunity of securing his affection; you know it 
is some time since he saw you, and the greater part of his 
property is unentailed. If you come into the House, you must 
devote yourself wholly to it, and I have no fear of your suc- 
ceeding ; for I remember, when you were quite a child, how 
well you spoke, ** My name is Norval," and " Romans, country- 
men, and lovers," etc. I heard Mr. Canning speak the other 
day, and I think his voice is quite like yours. In short, I 
make no doubt of seebg you in the Ministry in a veiy few 
years. 
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You see, my dear eon, that it is absolutely neceesaiy you 

should set out immediately. You will call on Lady , and 

you will endeavor to make firm friends of the most desirable 
among your present acquaintance ; so that you may be on the 
same footing you are now, should you return to Paris. This a 
little civility will easily do; nobody (as I before observed), 
except in England, ever loses by politeness ; — by the by, 
that last word is one you must never use, it is too Gloucester 
Place UU 

* You will also be careful, in returning to England, to make 
very little use of French phrases; no vulgarity is more un- 
pleasing. I could not help being exceedingly amused by a 
book written the other day, which professes to give an accu- 
rate description of good society. Not knowing what to make 
us say in English, the author has made us talk nothing but 
French. I have often wondered what common people think 
of us, since in their novels they always affect to portray us so 
different from themselves. I am very much afraid we are in 
all things exactly like them, except in being more simple and 
unaffected. The higher the rank, indeed, the less pretence, 
because there is less to pretend to. This is the chief reason 
why our manners are better than low persons' : onrs are more 
natural, because they imitate no one else; theirs are affected, 
because they think to imitate ours ; and whatever is evidently 
borrowed becomes vulgar. Origina l affectatio n is sometimes 
good tow, — imitated a ffiectat ijMdalways bad. 

"WellTTny dear Henry, I must now conclude this letter, 
already too long to be interesting. I hope to see you about 
ten days after you receive this; and if you can bring me a 
Cashmere shawl, it would give me great pleasure to see your 
taste in its choice. Qod bless you, my dear son. 
Your very affectionate, 

Fraxcbb Pslhajc. 

P. 3. — - 1 hope you go to church sometimes : I am sorry to 
see the young men of the present day so irreligious ; it is very 
bad taste I Perhaps you could get my old friend, Madame 
de ^ to choose the Cashmere ; — take care of your health. 
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This letter, which I read carefully 'twice over, threw 
me into a most serious meditation. My first feeling 
was regret at leaving Paris, my second was a certain 
exultation at the new prospects so unexpectedly opened 
to me. The great aim of a philosopher is to reconcile 
every disadvantage by some counterbalance of good; 
where he cannot create this, he should imagine it. I 
began, therefore, to consider less what I should lose, 
than what I sliould gain by quitting Paris. In the first 
place, I was tolerably tired of its amusements: no^^usi- 
n ess is half so fatiguing as p leasure. I longed for a 
cEajQge; behold, a change was at hand! Then, to say 
truth, I was heartily glad of a pretence of escaping from 
a numerous cohort otfolles amours , with Madame d'An- 
ville at the head ; and the very circumstance which men 
who play the German flute and fall in love would have 
considered the most vexatious, I regarded as the most 
consolatory. 

My mind being thus relieved from its primary regret 
at my departure, I now suffered it to look forward to the 
advantages of my return to England. My love of ex- 
citement and variety made an election, in which I was 
to have both the importance of the contest and the 
certainty of the success, a very agreeable object of 
anticipation. 

I was also by this time wearied with my attendance 
upon women, and eager to exchange it for the ordinary 
objects of ambition to men; and my vanity whispered 
that my success in the one was no unfavorable omen of 
my prosperity in the other. On my return to England, ' 
with a new scene and a new motive for conduct, I re- 
solved that I would commence a different character from 
that I had hitherto assumed. How far I kept this reso- ; 
lution the various events hereafter to be shown will 
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testify. For myself, I felt that I was now about to 
enter a more crowded scene upon a more elevated ascent; 
and my previous experience of human nature was suffi- 
cient to convince me that my safety required a more 
continual circumspection, and my success a more digni- 
fied bearing. 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 
Je noterai cela» Madame, dans mon liyre. — MoukBB, 

I AM not one of those persons who are many days in 
deciding what may be effected in one. ** On the third day 
from this/' said I to Bedos, ** at half -past nine in the 
morning, I shall leave Paris for England. " 

** Oh, my poor wife I " said the valet, " she will break 
her helort if I leave her." 

'* Then stay," said I. Bedos shrugged his shoulders. 

" I prefer being with monsieur to all things. " 

"What! even to your wifel" The courteous rascal 
placed his hand to his heart and bowed. " You shall 
not suffer by your fidelity, — you shall take your wife 
with you." 

The conjugal valet's countenance fell. ''No," he 
said, — " no; he could not take advantage of monsieur's 
generosity. " 

** I insist upon it, — not another word." 

''I beg a thousand pardons of monsieur; but — but 
my wife is very ill, and unable to travel." 

'^Then, in that case, so excellent a husband cannot 
think of leaving a sick and destitute wife." 

" Poverty has no law : if I consulted my heart, and 
stayed, I should starve, et ilfatU vivre," * 

" Je n^en vats pas la necessity ,** * replied I, as I got 
into my carriage. That repartee, by the way, I cannot 
claim as my own ; it is the very unanswerable answer of 
a judge to an expostulating thief. 

^ One must lire. * I don't see the necessity of that 
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I made the round of reciprocal regrets, according to 
the orthodox formula. The Duchesse de Perpignan was 
the last (Madame d' Anville I reserved for another day) ; 
that virtuous and wise personage was in the houdoir of 
reception. I glanced at the fatal door as I entered. I 
have a great aversion, after anything has once happened 
and fairly suhsided, to make any allusion to its former 
existence. I never, therefore, talked to the duchess 
ahout our ancient egaremens. I spoke, this morning, 
of the marriage of one person, the death of another, and, 
lastly, the departure of my individual self. 

" When do you go t " she said, eagerly. 

* In two days ; my departure will be softened, if I can 
execute any commissions in England for madame. " 

** Kone," said she; and then in a low tone (that none 
of the idlers, who were always found at her morning 
levies J should hear), she added, *' you will receive a note 
from me this evening. ** 

I bowed, changed the conversation, and withdrew. 
I dined in my own rooms, and spent the evening in 
looking over the various hiUets-daiix received during 
my sejour at Paris. 

** Where shall I put all these locks of hair t " asked 
Bedos, opening a drawer full. 

** Into my scrap-book. " 

"And all these letters?" 

"Into the fire." 

I was just getting into bed when the Duchesse de 
Perpignan's note arrived ; it was as follows : — 

Mt deab Friend, — For that word, so doubtful in our 
language, I may at least call you in ffour own. I am unwilling 
that you should leave this country with those sentiments you 
now entertain of me unaltered; yet I cannot imagine any form 
of words of sufficient magic to change them. Oh ! if you knew 
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how much I am to be pitied; if you could look for one mo- 
ment into this lonely and blighted heart; if you could trace, 
step by step, the progress I have made in foUy and sin, you 
would see how much of what you now condemn and despise 
I have owed to circumstances, rather than to the vice of my 
disposition. I was born a beauty, educated a beauty, owed 
fame, rank, power to beauty ; and it is to the advantages I 
have derived from person that 1 owe the ruin of my mind. 
You have seen how much I now derive from art ; I loathe 
myself as I write that sentence, — but no matter: from that 
moment you loathed me too. You did not take into considera- 
tion that 1 had been living on excitement all my youth, and 
that in my maturer years I could not relinquish it. I had 
reigned by my attractions, and I thought eveiy art preferable 
to resigning my empire; but, in feeding my vanity, 1 had not 
been able to stifle the dictates of my heart. Love is so natural 
to a woman, that she is scarcely a won^in who resists it ; but 
in me it has been a sentiment, not a passion. 

Sentiment, then, and vanity, have been my seducers. I 
said that I owed my errors to circumstances, not to nature. 
You will say that, in confessing love and vanity to be my 
seducers, I contradict this assertion. You are mistaken. I 
mean, that though vanity and sentiment were in me, yet the 
scenes in which I have been placed, and the events which I 
have witnessed, gave to those latent currents of action a wrong 
and a dangerous direction. I was formed to love; for one 
whom I did love 1 could have made every sacrifice. I married 
a man I hated, and I only learned the depths of my heart when 
it was too late. 

Enough of this : you will leave this country; we shall 
never meet again, — never ! You may return to Paris, but I 
shall then be no more ; nHmporte, — I shall be unchanged to 
the last. Je mourrai en reine. 

As a latest pledge of what I have felt for you, I send you 
the enclosed chain and ring; as a latest favor, I request you to 
wear them for six months, and, above all, for two hours in the 
Tuileries to-morrow. You will laugh at this request ; it seems 
idle and romantic, — perhaps it is so. Love has many exag- 
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gerations in sentiment, which reason wonld despise. What 
wonder, then, that mine, above that of all others, should con- 
ceive them? Yoa will not, I know, deny this request. Fare- 
well 1 — in this world we shall never meet again. Farewell ! 

RP. 

* A most sensible eflPusion," said I to myself, when I 
had read this billet; '' and yet, after all, it shows more 
feeling and more character than I could have supposed 
she possessed." I took up the chain; it was of Maltese 
workmanship, — not very handsome, nor, indeed, in any 
way remarkable except for a plain hair ring which was 
attached to it, and which I found myself unable to take 
off without breaking. "It is a very singular request," 
thought I, "but then it comes from a very singular 
person; and as it rather partakes of adventure and in- 
trigue I shall at all events appear in the Tuileries 
to-morroWy chained and ringed." 
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C5HAPTER XXYIII. 

Thj indyility shall not make me fail to do what heoomes me : and 
since thoa hast more valor than coortesj, I for thee will hazajrd 
that life which thou wonldst take from me. — Cassandra^ 
**el€ganay done into English by Sir Charles CoUerdl," 

About the usual hour for the promenade in the Tuil- 
eries I conveyed myself thither. I set the chain and 
ring in full display, rendered still more conspicuous by 
the dark-colored dress which I always wore. I had not 
been in the gardens ten minutes before I perceived a 
young Frenchman, scarcely twenty years of age, look 
with a very peculiar air at my new decorations. He 
passed and repassed me, much oftener than the alterna- 
tions of the walk warranted ; and at last, taking off his 
hat, said in a low tone, that he wished much for the 
honor of exchanging a few words with me in private. 
I saw at the first glance that he was a gentleman, and 
accordingly withdrew with him among the trees, in the 
more retired part of the garden. 

" Permit me," said he, "to inqtiire how that ring and 
chain came into your possession ) " 

" Monsieur," I replied, " you will understand me, 
when I say that the honor of another person is impli- 
cated in my concealment of that secret. " 

" Sir," said the Frenchman, coloring violently, " I 
have seen them before, — in a word, they belong to me I " 

I smiled, —my young hero fired at this, ''Qui, 
Monsieur f** said he, speaking very loud, and very quick, 
^ they belong to me, and I insist upon your immediately 

VOL. I. — 10 



Digitized by 



Google 



146 pelham; or, 

testoring them, or vindicating your claim to them by 
arms." 

* You leave me but one answer, Monsieur,** said I; 
" I will find a friend to wait upon you inunediately. 
Allow me to inquire your address) ** The Frenchman, 
who was greatly agitated, produced a card. We bowed 
and separated. 

I was glancing over the address I held in my hand, 

which was (7. de Vavtran^ Rue de Bourbon^ Numero , 

when my ears were saluted with, — 

'' Now do you know me ? — thou shouldat be Alonso." 

I did not require the faculty of sight to recognize 
Lord Vincent. "My dear fellow," said I, ** I am re- 
joiced to see you ! " and thereupon I poured into his ear 
the particulars of my morning adventure. Lord Vin- 
cent listened to me with much apparent interest, and 
spoke very unaffectedly of his readiness to serve me, 
and his regret at the occasion. 

" Pooh! " said I, " a duel in France is not like one 
in England; the former is a matter of course; a trifle of 
common occurrence ; one makes an engagement to fight, 
in the same breath as an engagement to dine ; — but the 
latter is a thing of state and solemnity, long faces, early 
rising, and will-making. But do get this business over 
as soon as you can, that we may dine at the Rocher 
afterwards. " 

** Well, my dear Pelham," said Vincent, " I cannot 
refuse you my services ; and as I suppose Monsieur de 
VatUran will choose swords, I venture to augur every- 
thing from your skill in that species of weapon. It is 
the first time I have ever interfered in affairs of this 
nature, but I hope to get well through the present. 

' Nohilis omatur lauro coUega aecundo* 
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as Juvenal says: au revoirj** and away went Lord Vin* 
cent, half forgetting all his late anxiety for my life in 
his paternal pleasure for the delivery of his quotation. 

Vincent is the only punster I ever knew with a good 
heart. No action, to that race in general, is so serious 
an occupation as the play upon words; and the remorse- 
less habit of murdering a phrase, renders them perfectly 
obdurate to the simple death of a friend. I walked 
through every variety the straight paths of the Tuileries 
could afford, and was beginning to get exceedingly tired, 
when Lord Vincent returned. He looked very grave, 
and I saw at once that he was come to particularize the 
circumstances of the last extreme. " Ths Bo%8 de Bou- 
logne — pistols — in one hour" were the three leading 
features of his detail. 

"Pistols! " said I; "well, be it so. I would rather 
have had swords, for the young man's sake as much as 
my own ; but thirteen paces and a steady aim will settle 
the business as soon. We will try a bottle of the 
Chambertin to-day, Vincent." The punster smiled 
faintly, and for once in his life made no reply. We 
walked gravely and soberly to my lodgings for the pis- 
tols, and then proceeded to the engagement as silently 
as philosophers should do. 

The Frenchman and his second were on the ground 
first. I saw that the former was pale and agitated, — 
not, I think, from fear, but passion. When we took 
our ground, Vincent came to me, and said, in a low 
tone, "For Heaven's sake, suffer me to accommodate 
this, if possible I " 

" It is not in our power," said I, receiving the pistol. 
I looked steadily at De Vautran, and took my aim. 
His pistol, owing, I suppose, to the trembling of his 
band, went off a moment sooner than he had anticipated, 
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— the ball grazed my hat. My aim was more successful ; 
I struck him in the shoulder, — the exact place I had 
intended. He staggered a few paces, but did not fall. 

We hastened towards him, — his cheek assumed a still 
more livid hue as I approached; he muttered some half- 
formed curses between his teeth, and turned from me to 
his second. 

" You will inquire whether Monsieur de Vautran is 
satisfied," said I to Vincent, and retired to a short 
distance. 

''His second," said Vincent (after a brief conference 
with that person) , " replies to my question, that Mon- 
sieur de Vautran 's wound has left him, for the present, 
no alternative." Upon this answer I took Vincent's 
arm, and we returned forthwith to my carriage. 

** I congratulate you most sincerely on the event of 

this duel," said Vincent. "Monsieur de M " (De 

Vautran 's second) "informed me, when I waited on 
him, that your antagonist was one of the most cele- 
brated pistol-shots in Paris, and that a lady with whom 
he had been long in love, made the death of the chain- 
bearer the price of her favors. Devilish lucky for you, 
my good fellow, that his hand trembled so; but I did 
not know you were so good a shot." 

"Why," I answered, "1 am not what is vulgarly 
termed 'a crack shot,' — I cannot split a bullet on a 
penknife; but I am sure of a target somewhat smaller 
than a man : and my hand is as certain in the field as it 
is in the practice-yard." 

** 2ws sentiment de nos forces les atiffmente" * replied 
Vincent. ** Shall I tell the coachman to drive to the 
Eochert" 

^ Hie oonTicfeUm of our forces angmenta them. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

^ere 's a kind bo6t, that makes the mvitatioiiy 
To yonr own cost, to \aa/ort bonne collaHon. 

Wyohbrlt's Gent. Dancing Mtuter. 
Voos ponvez bien juger qne je n'aarai pas grande peine k me 
consoler d'nne chose dont je me sois d^jk console tant de fois. •— 
Lettres de BoUeau. 

As I was walking home with Vincent from the Bne 
Montorgueil, I saw, on entering the Eue St. Honor^ 
two figures hefore us; the tall and noble stature of the 
one I could not for a moment mistake. They stopped 
at the door of a hotel, which opened in that noiseless 
manner so peculiar to the canciergerie of France. I was 
at the door the moment they disappeared, but not before 
I had caught a glance of the dark locks and pale counte- 
nance of Warburton, — my eye fell upon the number of 
the hotel. 
" Surely," said I, " I have been in that house before.** 
"Likely enough," growled Vincent, who was glori- 
ously drunk. "It is a house of twofold utility, — yon 
may play with cards or coquet with women, which you 
please. " 

At these words I remembered the hotel and its inmates 
immediately. It belonged to an old nobleman, who, 
though on the brink of the grave, was still grasping at 
the good things on the margin. He lived with a pretty 
and clever woman, who bore the name and honors of 
his wife. They kept up two salons^ one pour le petit 
souper, and the other pour le petit jeu. You saw much 
eeartS and more love-making, and lost your heart and 
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your money with equal facility. In a word, the mar- 
quis and his jolie petite femme were a wise and prosper- 
ous couple, who made the best of their lives, and lived 
decently and honorably upon other people. 

** AUonSy PelhamI " cried Vincent, as I was still stand- 
ing at the door in deliberation ; " how much longer will 
you keep me to congeal in this ' eager and nipping air,' 
— ' quamdiu patientiam nostram abut^re, Gatilina. ' " 

** Let us enter," said I. "I have the run of the 
house, and we may find — " 

"Some young vices, — some feir iniquities,'' inter- 
rupted Vincent, with a hiccough, — 

*^ ^ Leade on, good fellowe,' quoth Robin Hood, 
* Leade on, I do bid thee.' " 

And with these words the door opened in obedience 
to my rap, and we mounted to the marquis's tenement 
au premiere. 

The room was pretty full: the soirdisante marquise 
was flitting from table to table, — betting at each, and 
coquetting with all; and the marquis himself, with a 
moist eye and a shaking hand, was affecting the Don 
Juan with the various Elviras and Annas with which 
his salon was crowded. Vincent was trying to follow 
me through the crowd, but his confused vision and 
unsteady footing led him from one entanglement to 
another, till he was quite imable to proceed. A tall, 
corpulent Frenchman, six feet by five, was leaning (a 
great and weighty objection) just before him, utterly 
occupied in the vicissitudes of an ecarte table, and 
imconscious of Vincent's repeated efforts, first on one 
side, and then on the other, to pass him. 

At last, the perplexed wit, getting more irascible as 
he grew more bewildered, suddenly seized the vast 
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encumbrance by the arm,, and said to him in a sharp, 
querulous tone, ** Pray, Monsieur, why are you like the 
lote-tree in Mahomet's seventh heaven ? " 

* Sir / " cried the astonished Frenchman. 

'^ Because," continued Vincent, answering his own 
enigma, — " because, beyond you there is no pasting! ** 

The Frenchman (one of that race who always forgives 
anything for a bon mot) smiled, bowed, and drew him- 
self aside. Vincent steered by, and, joining me, hic- 
coughed out, " Fortiaque adversis opponite pectora rebus. " 

Meanwhile I had looked round the room for the 
objects of my pursuit: to my great surprise I could 
not perceive them. They may be in the other room, 
thought I, and to the other room I went; the supper 
was laid out, and an old bonne was quietly helping her- 
self to some sweetmeat. All other human beings (if, 
indeed, an old woman can be called a human being!) 
were, however, invisible, and I remained perfectly be- 
wildered as to the non-appearance of Warburton and his 
companion. I entered the gaming-room once more; I 
looked round in every comer; I examined every face, 
but in vain ; and with a feeling of disappointment very 
disproportioned to my loss, I took Vincent's arm, and 
we withdrew. 

The next morning I spent with Madame d'Anville. 
A Frenchwoman easily consoles herself for the loss of a 
lover, — she converts him into a friend, and thinks her- 
self (nor is she much deceived) benefited by the exchange. 
We talked of our grief in maxims, and bade each other 
adieu in antitheses. Ah! it is a pleasant thing to drink 
with Alcidonis (in Marmontel's Tale) of the rose-colored 
phial, — to sport with the fancy, not to brood over th« 
passion of youth. There is a time when the heart, from 
very tenderness, runs over, and (so much do our virtues 
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as well as vices flow from our passions) there is, per- 
haps, rather hope than anxiety for the future in that 
excess. Then, if Pleasure errs, it errs thiough heed- 
lessness, not design; and Love, wandering over flowers, 
''proffers honey, hut bears not a sting." Ah! happy 
time! in the lines of one who can so well translate feel- 
ing into words, — 

'' Fate has not darkened thee, — - Hope has not made 
The bloasomB expand, it but opens to fade; 
Nothing ia known of those wearing feara 
Which will shadow the light of our alter years." 

The ImproviaoUnee. 

Pardon this digression; not much, it must be con- 
fessed, in my ordinary strain, — but let me, dear 
reader, very seriously advise thee not to judge of 
me yet. When thou hast got to the end of my book, 
if thou dost condemn it or its hero, — why " I will let 
thee alone " (as honest Dogberry advises) " till thou art 
sober ; and if thou make me not then the better answer, 
thou art not the man I took thee for." 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

It must be confessed, that flattery comes mightilj easilj to one's 
month in the presence of royalty. — Letters of Stephen Montague. 

T is he. — How came he thence — what doth he here ? — Lara. 

I HAD received for that evening (my last at Paris) an 

invitation from the Duchesse de B- . I knew that 

the party was to be small, and that very few besides the 
royal family would compose it. I had owed the honor 

of this invitation to my intimacy with the s, the 

great friends of the duchesse, and I promised myself 
some pleasure in the engagement. 

There were but eight or nine persons present when I 
entered the royal chamber. The most distinguished of 

these I recognized immediately as the . He came 

forward with much grace as I approached, and expressed 
his pleasure at seeing me. 

" You were presented, I think, about a month ago,** 

added the , with a smile of singular fascination; 

" I remember it well.** 

I bowed low to this compliment. 

* Do you propose staying long at Paris? *• continued 
the . 

"I protracted," I replied, "my departure solely for 
the honor this evening affords me. In so doing, please 

your ■ , I have followed the wise maxim of keeping 

the greatest pleasure to the last." 

The royal chevalier bowed to my answer with a smile 
still sweeter than before, and began a conversation with 
me which lasted for several minutes. I was much struck 
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with the 's air and bearing. They possess great 

dignity, without any affectation of its assumption. He 
speaks peculiarly good English, and the compliment of 
addressing me in that language was therefore as judi- 
cious as delicate. His observations owed little to his 
rank; they would have struck you as appropriate, and 
the air which accompanied them pleased you as graceful 
even in a simple individual. Judge, then, if they 
charmed me in the . The upper part of his coun- 
tenance is prominent and handsome, and his eyes have 
much softness of expression. His figure is slight and 
particularly well knit; perhaps he is altogether more 
adapted to strike in private than in public with effect. 
Upon the whole, he is one of those very few persons of 
great rank whom you would have pride in knowing 
as an equal, and have pleasure in acknowledging as a 
superior.* 

As the paused, and turned with great courtesy 

to the Due de , I bowed my way to the Duchesse 

de B That personage, whose liveliness and 

piquancy of manner always make one wish for one's 
own sake that her rank was less exalted, was speaking 
with great volubility to a tall, stupid-looking man, one 
of the ministers, and smiled most graciously upon me 
as I drew near. She spoke to me of our national amuse- 
ments. "You are not," said she^ " so fond of dancing 
as we are.** 

" We have not the same exalted example to be at once 

1 The sketch of these nnfortanate memben of an exiled and 
iUnstrions family may not be the less interesting from the reverses 
which, since the first pablication of this work, placed the Orleans 
family on the Bourbon throne. As for the erring Charles X, he 
was neither a great monarch nor a wise man, but he was, in air, 
grace, and manner, the most thoiongh-bred gentleman I oyer 
met — £r. P. 
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^va motive and our model," said I, in allusion to the 
duchesse's well-knoFQ attachment to that accomplish- 
ment. The Duchesse d'A came up as I said this, 

and the conversation flowed on evenly enough till the 
's whist-party was formed. His partner was Ma- 
dame de la B- , the heroine of La Vendue. She was 

a tall and very stout woman, singularly lively and 
entertaining, and appeared to possess both the moral 
and the physical energy to accomplish feats still more 
noble than those she performed. 

I soon saw that it would not do for me to stay very 
long. I had already made a favorable impression, and 
in such cases it is my constant rule immediately to 
retire. Stay, if it be whole hours, until you have 
pleased, but leave the moment after your success. A 
great genius should not linger too long either in the 
scUon or the world. He must quit each with Sdat. 
In obedience to this rule, I no sooner found that 
my court had been effectually made than I rose to 
withdraw. 

^ You will return soon to Paris f " said the Duchesse 
deB . 

" I cannot resist it," I replied. '' Mon corps reviendra 
pour chercher mon ccsur." 

" We shall not forget you," said the duchesse. 

*Your royal highness has now given me my only 
inducement not to return," I answered^ as I bowed out 
of the room. 

It was much too early to go home : at that time I was 
too young and restless to sleep till long after midnight ; 
and while I was deliberating in what manner to pass 
the hours, I suddenly recollected the hotel in the Rue 
St. Honor^, to which Vincent and I had paid so uncere- 
monious a visit the night before. Impressed with the 
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hope that I might he more successfal in meeting War- 
hurton than I had heen, I ordered the coachman to 
drive to the ahode of the old Marquis . 

The salon was as crowded as usual. I lost a few 
napoleons at icarti in order to pay my entries and then 
commenced a desultory flirtation with one of the fair 
decoys. In this occupation my eye and my mind fre- 
quently wandered. I could not divest myself of the 
hope of once more seeing Warburton before my depart- 
ure from Paris, and every reflection which confirmed my 
suspicions of his identity redoubled my interest in his 
connection with Tyrrell and the vulgar debauchS of the 
Eue St. Dominique. I was making some languid reply 
to my Cynthia of the minute, when my ear was sud- 
denly greeted by an English voice. I looked round, 
and saw Thornton in close conversation with a man 
whose back was turned to me, but whom I rightly 
conjectured to be Tyrrell. 

"Oh! he'll be here soon," said the former, *and 
we *11 oleed him regularly to-night. It is very singu- 
lar that you who play so much better should not have 
floored him yesterday evening. " 

Tyrrell replied in a tone so low as to be inaudible, 
and a minute afterwards the door opened, and Warburton 
entered. He came up instantly to Thornton and his 
companion; and after a few words of ordinary saluta- 
tion, Warburton said, in one of those modulated and 
artificial tones so peculiar to himself, "I am sure, 
Tyrrell, that you must be eager for your revenge. 
To lose to such a mere tyro as myself is quite 
enough to double the pain of defeat and the desire 
of retaliation." 

I did not hear Tyrrell's reply, but the trio presently 
moved towards the door, which till then I had not 
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noticed, and whicli was probably the entrance to onz 
hostess's hovdoir. The sox-disante marquise opened it 
herself, for which kind office Thornton gave her a leer 
and a wink, characteristic of his claims to gallantry. 
When the door was again closed apon them, I went up 
to the marquise, and, after a few compliments, asked 
whether the room Messieurs lea Anglais had entered 
was equally open to all guests. 

"Why," said she, with a slight hesitation, ^ those 
gentlemen play for higher stakes than we usually do 
here, and one of them is apt to get irritated by the 
advice and expostulations of the lookers-on; and so, 
after they had played a short time in the salon last 
night. Monsieur Thornton, a very old friend of mine " 
(here the lady looked down) , " asked my permission to 
occupy the inner room ; and as I knew him so well, I 
could have no scruple in obliging him." 

** Then, I suppose," said I, '' that as a stranger I have 
nvrt permission to intrude upon them % " 

** Shall I inquire? " answered. the marquise. 

* No! " said I, " it is not worth while; " and accord- 
ingly I reseated myself, and appeared once more occu- 
pied in saying dea belles choses to my kind-hearted 
neighbor. I could not, however, with all my dissimu- 
lation, sustain a conversation from which my pj^sent 
feelings were so estranged, for more than a few minutes ; 
and 1 was never more glad than when my companion, 
displeased with my inattention, rose, and left me to my 
own reflections. 

What could Warburton (if he were the person I sus- 
pected) gain by the disguise he had assumed ? He was 
too rich to profit by any sums he could win from Tyrrell, 
and too much removed from Thornton's station in life 
to derive any pleasure or benefit from his acquaintance 
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with that person. His dark threats of vengeance in the 
Jardin des Plantes, and his reference to the two hun- 
dred pounds Tyrrell possessed, gave me, indeed, some 
clew as to his real object ; but then, — why this disguise f 
Had he known Tyrrell before, in his proper semblance, 
and had anything passed between them, which rendered 
this concealment now expedient? — this, indeed, seemed 
probable enough ; but was Thornton intrusted with the 
secret? — and if revenge was the object, was that low 
man a partaker in its execution ? — or was he not, more 
probably, playing the traitor to both? As for Tyrrell 
himself, his own designs upon Warburton were suffi- 
cient to prevent pity for any fall into the pit he had 
di^ed for others. 

Meanwhile, time passed on, the hour grew late, and 
the greater part of the guests were gone; still I could 
not tear myself away; I looked from time to time at 
the door with an indescribable feeling of anxiety. I 
longed, yet dreaded for it to open; I felt as if my own 
fate were in some degree implicated in what was then 
agitating within, and I could not resolve to depart until 
I had formed some conchisions on the result. 

At length the door opened; Tyrrell came forth: his 
countenance was perfectly hueless, his cheek was sunk 
and hollow, — the excitement of two hours had been 
sufficient to render it so. I observed that his teeth 
were set, and his hand clenched, as they are when we 
idly seek, by the strained and extreme tension of the 
nerves, to sustain the fever and the agony of the mind. 
Warburton and Thornton followed him ; the latter with 
his usual air of reckless indifference, — his quick, rolling 
eye glanced from the marquis to myself, and, though his 
color changed slightly , his nod of recognition was made 
with its wonted impudence and ease; but Warburton 
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passed on, like Tyrrell, without noticing or heeding 
anything around. He fixed his large, bright eye upon 
the figure which preceded him without once altering its 
direction, and the extreme beauty of his features, which 
not all the dishevelled length of his hair and whiskers 
could disguise, was lighted up with a joyous but savage 
expression, which made me turn away almost with a 
sensation of fear. 

Just as Tyrrell was leaving the room, Warburton put 
his hand upon his shoulder: ** Stay," said he, ''I am 
going your way, and will accompany you. " He turned 
round to Thornton (who was already talking with the 
marquis) as he said this, and waved his hand, as if to 
prevent his following; the next moment, Tyrrell and 
himself had left the room. 

• I could not now remain longer. I felt a feverish 
restlessness, which impelled me onwards. I quitted 
the salarif and was on the staircase before the game- 
sters had descended. Warburton was, indeed, but a 
few steps before me; the stairs were but very dimly 
lighted by one expiring lamp; he did not turn round 
to see me, and was probably too much engrossed to 
hear me. 

** You may yet have a favorable reverse,*' said he to 
Tyrrell. 

- "Impossible!" replied the latter, in a tone of such 
deep anguish that it thrilled me to the very heart. " I 
am an utter beggar; I have nothing in the world — I 
have no expectation but to starve ! " 

While he was saying this, I perceived by the faint 
and uncertain light that Warburton's hand was raised to 
his own countenance. 

* Have you no hope, no spot wherein to look for 
comfort f — is beggary your absolute and only possible 
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resource from famine!'' he replied, in a low and sup- 
pressed tone. 

At that moment we were just descending into the 
courtyard. Warburton was but one step behind Tyr- 
rell: the latter made no answer; but as he passed from 
the dark staircase into the clear moonlight of the court, 
I caught a glimpse of the big tears which rolled heavily 
and silently down his cheeks. Warburton laid his hand 
upon him. 

** Turn ! " he cried, suddenly ; " your cup is not yet 
full ; look upon me, — and remember / " 

I pressed forward; the light shone full upon the 
countenance of the speaker; the dark hair was gone; 
my suspicions were true, — I discovered at one glance 
the bright locks and lofty brow of Eeginald Glanville. 
Slowly Tyrrell gazed, as if he were endeavoring to repel 
some terrible remembrance which gathered with every 
instant more fearfully upon him, xmtil, as the stem 
countenance of Glanville grew darker and darker in its 
mingled scorn and defiance, he uttered one low aj^ and 
sank senseless upon the earth. 
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CHAPTER XXXI, 

Well, he is gone, and with him go these thoughts. — Srakbafbarb. 
What, ho ! for England ! — Ibib. 

I HAVE always had an insuperable horror of being 
placed in what the vulgar call a predicament. In a 
predicament I was most certainly placed at the present 
moment. A man at my feet in a fit — the cause of it 
having very wisely disappeared, devolving upon me the 
charge of watching, recovering, and conducting home 
the afflicted person — made a concatenation of disagree- 
able circumstances, as much unsuited to the temper of 
Henry Pelham as his evil fortune could possibly have 
contrived. 

After a short pause of deliberation I knocked up the 
porter, procured some cold water, and bathed Tyrrell's 
temples for several moments before he recovered. He 
opened his eyes slowly, and looked carefully round with 
a fearful and suspicious glance. ''Gone — gone," he 
muttered ; ** ay , — what did he here at such a moment ? — 
vengeance, — for what? /could not tell it would have 
killed her, — let him thank his own folly. I do not 
fear; I defy his malice." And with these words Tyr- 
rell sprang to his feet. 

" Can I assist you to your home ? " said I ; " you are 
still unwell, — pray suffer me to have that pleasure." 

I spoke with some degree of warmth and sincerity; 
the unfortunate man stared wildly at me for a moment 
before he replied. " Who," said he, at last, — "who 

VOL. I. — 11 



Digitized by 



Google 



l6^ t>KLHAM; Ott, 

Bpeaks to me, the lost, the guilty, the rained, in the 
accents of interest and kindness 1" 

I placed his arm in mine, and drew him out of the 
yard into the open street. He looked at me with, an 
eager and wistful survey, and then, by degrees, appear- 
ing to recover his full consciousness of the present and 
recollection of the past, he pressed my hand warmly, and 
after a short silence, during which we moved on slowly 
towards the Tuileries, he said, *' Pardon me, sir, if I 
have not sufficiently thanked you. for your kindness and 
attention. I am now quite restored; the close room in 
which I have been sitting for so many hours, and the 
feverish excitement of play, acting upon a frame much 
debilitated by ill-health, occasioned my momentary in- 
disposition. I am now, I repeat, quite recovered, and 
will no longer trespass upon your good-nature," 

"Really," said I, "you had better not discard my 
services yet. Do suffer me to accompany you home/' 

** Home! " muttered Tyrrell, with a deep sigh; " no, 
— no! '' and then, as if recollecting himself, he said, " I 
thank you, sir, but — but — " 

I saw his embarrassment, and interrupted him. 

* Well, if I cannot assist you any further, I will take 
your dismissal. I trust we shall meet again under 
auspices better calculated for improving acquaintance.** 

Tyrrell bowed, once more pressed my hand, and we 
parted. I hurried on up the long street towards my 
hotel. 

When I had got several paces beyond Tyrrell, I 
turned back to look at him. He was standing in the 
same place in which I had left him. I saw by the 
moonlight that his face and hands were raised towards 
heaven. It was but for a moment : his attitude changed 
while I was yet looking, and he slowly and calmly 
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continued his way in the same direction as myself. 
When I reached my chambers I hastened immediately 
to bed, but not to sleep: the extraordinary scene I had 
witnessed; the dark and ferocious expression of Glan- 
ville's countenance, so strongly impressed with every 
withering and deadly passion; the fearful and unac- 
countable remembrance that had seemed to gather over 
the livid and varying face of the gamester; the mystery 
of Glanville's disguise; the intensity of a revenge so 
terribly expressed, together with the restless and burn- 
ing anxiety I felt, — not from idle curiosity, but, from 
my early and intimate friendship for Glanville, to 
fathom its cause, — all crowded upon my mind with a 
feverish confusion that effectually banished repose. 

It was with that singular sensation of pleasure which 
none but those who have passed frequent nights in rest- 
less and painful agitation can recognize, that I saw the 
bright sun penetrate through my shutters, and heard 
Bedos move across my room. 

" What hour will monsieur have the post-horses 1 " 
said that praiseworthy valet. 

" At eleven," answered I, springing out of bed with 
joy at the change of scene which the very mention of 
my journey brought before my mind. 

I was turning listlessly, as I sat at breakfast, over the 
pages of ** Galignani's Messenger,'' when the following 
paragraph caught my attention: — 

" It is rumored among the circles of the Faubourg 
that a duel was fought on , between a young Eng- 
lishman and Monsieur D ; the cause of it is said 

to be the pretensions of both to the beautiful Duchesse 

de P , who, if report be true, cares for neither of 

the gallants, but lavishes her favors upon p certain 
attachi to the English embassy." 
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" Such," thought I, ** are the materials for all human 
histories. Every one who reads will eagerly swallow 
this account as true: if an author were writing the 
memoirs of the court, he would compile his facts and 
scandal from this very collection of records; and yet, 
though so near the truth, how totally false it is! Thank 
Heaven, however, that at least I am not suspected of 
the degradation of the duchess's love: to fight for her 
may make me seem a fool, — to be loved by her would 
constitute me a villain." 

" The horses, sir! " said Bedos; and " The bill, sir! " 
said the gargon, Alas that those and that should be 
coupled together, and that we can never take our de- 
parture without such awful witnesses of our sojourn! 
Well — to be brief — the bill for once was discharged; 
the horses snorted ; the carriage-door was opened ; I en- 
tered; Bedos mounted behind; crack went the whips; off 
went the steeds, and so terminated my adventures at 
dear Paris. 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 

Oh, Cousin, yon know him, — the fine gentleman they talk of bq 
mncfa in town. — Wtchbrly's Dancing Matter, 

By the bright days of my youth, there is something 
truly delightful in the quick motion of four, ay, or even 
two post-horses! In France, where one's steeds are 
none of the swiftest, the pleasures of travelling are not 
quite so great as in England; still, however, to a man 
who is tired of one scene, — panting for another, in love 
with excitement, and yet not wearied of its pursuit, — 
the turnpike road is more grateful than the easiest chair 
ever invented, and the little prison we entitle a car- 
riage more cheerful than the state-rooms of Devonshire 
House. 

We reached Calais in safety, and in good time, the 
next day. 

** Will monsieur dine in his rooms, or at the table 
d^hSte?" 

" In his rooms, of course," said Bedos, indignantly 
deciding the question. A French valet's dignity is 
always involved in his master's. 

" You are too good, Bedos," said I; * I shall dine at 
the table d^hote, — whom have you there in general 1 " 

"Really," said the garpan, "we have such a swift 
succession of guests that we seldom see the same faces 
two days running. We have as many changes as an 
English administration." 

" You are facetious," said I. 
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• No,'* returned the gargon^ who was a philoeophez 
as well as a wit, — ** no, my digestive organs are very 
weak, and^f* eonsiquence^ I am naturally melancholy. 
Ak, ma foiy trhs triste I " and with these words the 
sentimental plate-changer placed his hand, — I can 
scarcely say whether on his heart or his stomach, — and 
sighed hitterlyl 

" How long," said I, " does it want to dinner f * My 
question restored the gargon to himself. 

"Two hours. Monsieur, — two hours," and, twirling 
his Berviette with an air of exceeding importance, off 
went my melancholy acquaintance to compliment new 
customers, and complain of his digestion. 

After I had arranged my toilet, yawned three times, 
and drank two hottles of soda- water, I strolled into the 
town. As I was sauntering along leisurely enough, I 
heard my name pronounced behind me. I turned, and 
saw Sir Willoughby Townshend, an old baronet of an 
antediluvian age, — a fossil witness of the wonders of 
England before the deluge of French manners swept 
away ancient customs, and created, out of the wrecks of 
what had been, a new order of things, and a new race of 
mankind. 

''Ah! my dear Mr. Pelham, how are you? and the 
worthy Lady Frances, your mother, and your excellent 
father, all well? — I'm delighted to hear it. Bussel- 
ton," continued Sir Willoughby, turning to a middle- 
aged man, whose arm he held, " you remember Pelham, 
— true Whig, great friend of Sheridan's? — let me in- 
troduce his son to you. Mr. Busselton, Mr. Pelham; 
Mr. Pelham, Mr. Busselton." 

At the name of the person thus introduced to me, a 
thousand recollections crowded upon my mind, — the 
contemporary and rival of Napoleon ; the autocrat of the 
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great world of fashion and cravats; the mighty genius 
before whom aristocracy hath been himibled and tan 
abashed, at whose nod the haughtiest noblesse of Europe 
had quailed; who had introduced, by a single example, 
starch into neckcloths, and had fed the pampered appe- 
tite of his boot-tops on champagne; whose coat and 
whose friend were cut with an equal grace, and whose 
name was connected with every triumph that the world's 
great virtue of audacity could achieve, — the illustrious, 
the immortal Eusselton stood before me ! I recognized 
in him a congenial, though a superior spirit, and I 
bowed with a profundity of veneration with which no 
other human being has ever inspired me. 

Mr. Kusselton seemed pleased with my evident re- 
spect, and returned my salutation with a mock dignity 
which enchanted me. He offered me his disengaged 
arm; I took it with transport, and we all three pro* 
ceeded up the street. 

* So," said Sir Willoughby, — "so, Kusselton, you 
like your quarters here; plenty of sport among the 
English, I should think: you have not forgot the art 
of quizzing; eh, old fellow?" 

"Even if I had," said Mr. Russelton, speaking very 
slowly, * the sight of Sir Willoughby Townshend would 
be quite sufficient to refresh my memory. Yes," con- 
tinued the venerable wreck, after a short pause, — " yes, 
I like my residence pretty well; I enjoy a calm con- 
science, and a clean shirt: what more can man desire? 
I have made acquaintance with a tame parrot, and I 
have taught it to say, whenever an English fool with a 
stiff neck and » loose swagger passes him, *True Briton, 
— true Briton.' I take care of my health, and reflect 
upon old age. I have read *Oil Bias ' and the 'Whole 
Duty of Man; ' and, in short, what with instructing my 
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parrot and improving myself, I think I pass my time as 
creditably and decorously as the Bishop of Winchester, 

or my Lord of A himself. So you have just come 

from Paris, I presume, Mr. Pelham f" 

"I left it yesterday." 

^Full of those horrid English, I suppose; thrusting 
their broad hats and narrow minds into every shop in 
the Palais Royal, — winking their dull eyes at the dam- 
sels of the counter, and manufacturing their notions of 
French into a higgle for sous. Oh! the monsters I — 
they bring on a bilious attack whenever I think of 
them : the other day one of them accosted me, and talked 
me into a nervous fever about patriotism and roast pigs. 
Luckily I was near my own house, and reached it before 
the thing became fatal: but only think, had I wandered 
too far when he met me! at my time of life, the shock 
would have been too great; I should certainly have 
perished in a fit. I hope, at least, they would have put 
the cause of my death in my epitaph, *Died of an Eng- 
lishman, John Eusselton, Esq., aged,' etc. Pah! You 
are not engaged, Mr. Pelham? dine with me to-day; 
Willoughby and his umbrella are coming." 

" VoUmtiers" said I, " though I was going to make 
observations on men and manners at. the table cThote of 
my hotel." 

* I am most truly grieved," replied Mr. Russelton, 
" at depriving you of so much amusement. With me 
you will only find some tolerable Lafitte, and an anoma- 
lous dish my cuisiniere calls a mutton-chop. It will be 
curious to see what variation in the monotony of mutton 
she will adopt to-day. The first time I ordered *a chop,' 
I thought I had amply explained every necessary par- 
ticular; a certain portion of flesh, and a gridiron: at 
seven o'clock, up came a cotektte paneei Faute de 
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mieux, I swallowed the composition, drowned as it was 
in a most pernicious sauce. I had one hour's sleep, and 
the nightmare, in consequence. The next day, I im- 
agined no mistake could be made: sauce was strictly 
prohibited ; all extra ingredients laid under a most spe- 
cial veto, and a natural gravy gently recommended : the 
cover was removed, and lo! a breast of mutton, all bone 
and gristle, like the dying gladiator! This time my 
heart was too full for wrath; I sat down and wept! 
To-day will be the third time I shall make the experi- 
ment, if French cooks will consent to let one starve 
upon nature. For my part, I have no stomach left now 
for art: I wore out my digestion in youth, swallowing 
Jack St. Leger's suppers, and Sheridan's promises to 
pay. Pray, Mr. Pelham, did you try Staub when you 
were at Paris ? " 

" Yes; and thought him one degree better than Stultz, 
whom, indeed, I have long condemned as fit only for 
minors at Oxford, and majors in the infantry." 

''True," said Busselton, with a very faint smile at a 
pun, somewhat in his own way, and levelled at a trades- 
man, of whom he was, perhaps, a little jealous — "true; 
Stultz aims at making gentlemen, not coats; there is a 
degree of aristocratic pretension in his stitches, which 
is vulgar to an appalling degree. You can tell a Stultz 
coat anywhere, which is quite enough to damn it: the 
moment a man 's known by an invariable cut, and that 
not original, it ought to be all over with him. Give 
me the man who makes the tailor, not the tailor who 
makes the man." 

"Right, by Jove I" cried Sir Willoughby, who was 

as badly dressed as one of Sir E *s dinners, — 

"right; just my opinion. I have always told my 
Schneiders to make my clothes neither in the fashion 
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nor out of it; to copy no other man's coat, and to cut 
their doth according to my natural hody, not according 
to an isosceles triangle. Look at this coat for in- 
stance;'' and Sir Willoughhy Townsliend made a dead 
halt, that we might admire his garment the more 
accurately. 

** CoatI " said Eusselton, with an appearance of the 
most naive surprise; and taking hold of the collar, sus- 
piciously, hy the finger and thumh, — " coat, Sir Wil- 
loughhy! do you call this thing a coat?'* 
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CHAPTER XXXTTT, 

J'ai tonjoQXB czu que le bon n'^it que le beau mis en actioo. 

BousaiAU. 

Shortly aft^ Kusselton's answer to Sir Willoughby's 
eulogistic observations on his own attire, I left those 
two worthies till I was to join them at dinner : it wanted 
three hours yet to that time, and I repaired to my quar- 
ters to bathe and write letters. I scribbled one to Ma- 
dame d'Anville, full of antitheses and maxims, sure to 
charm her; another to my mother, to prepare her for 
my arrival; and a third to Lord Vincent, giving him 
certain commissions at Paris, which I had forgotten 
personally to execute. 

My pen is not that of a ready writer; and what with 
yawning, stretching, and putting pen to paper, it was 
time to bathe and dress before my letters were com- 
pleted. I set off to Busselton's abode in high spirits, 
and fully resolved to make the most of a character so 
original. 

It was a very small room in which I found him: he 
was stretched in an easy-chair before the fireplace, gazing 
complacently at his feet, and apparently occupied in 
anything but listening to Sir Willoughby Townshend, 
who was talking with great vehemence about politics 
and the corn-laws. Notwithstanding the heat of the 
weather, there was a small fire on the hearth, which, 
aided by the earnestness of his efforts to convince his 
host, put poor Sir Willoughby into a most intense per- 
spiration. Busselton, however, seemed enviably cool, 
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and hung over the burning wood like a cucumber on a 
hotbed. Sir Willoughby came to a full stop by the 
window, and, gasping for breath, attempted to throw it 
open. 

** What are you doing ; for Heaven's sake, what are 
you doing 1" cried Busaelton, starting up: "do you 
mean to kill me?" 

" Kill you! " said Sir Willoughby, quite aghast. 

"Yes; kill me? is it not quite cold enough already 
in this d — d seafaring place, without making my only 
retreat, humble as it is, a theatre for thorough draughts? 
Have I not had the rheumatism in my left shoulder, 
and the ague in my little finger, these last six months ? 
and must you now terminate my miserable existence at 
one blow, by opening that abominable lattice ? Do you 
think, because your great frame, fresh from the York- 
shire wolds, and compacted of such materials that one 
would think, in eating your beeves, you had digested 
their hide into skin; do you think, because your limbs 
might be cut up into planks for a seventy-eight, and 
warranted waterproof without pitch because of the den- 
sity of their pores; do you think, because you are as 
impervious as an araphorostic shoe, that I, John Rus- 
selton, am equally impenetrable, and that you are to let 
easterly winds play about my room like children, be- 
getting rheums and asthmas, and all manner of catarrhs? 
I do beg, Sir Willoughby Townshend, that you will 
suffer me to die a more natural and civilized death;" 
and so saying, Busselton sank down into his chair , 
apparently in the last stage of exhaustion. 

Sir Willoughby, who remembered the humorist in all 
his departed glory, and still venerated him as a temple 
where the deity yet breathed, though the altar was 
overthrown, made to this extraordinary remonstrance 
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no other reply than a long whiffy and a '' Well, BuBsel- 
ton, damme but you 're a queer fellow. " 

Eusselton now turned to me, and invited me, with 
a tone of the most ladylike languor, to sit down near 
the fire. As I am naturally of a chilly disposition, and 
fond, too, of beating people in their own line, I drew 
a chair close to the hearth, declared the weather was 
very cold, and requested permission to ring the bell for 
some more wood. Kusselton stared for a moment, and 
then, with a politeness he had not deigned to exert 
before, approached his chair to mine, and began a con- 
versation, which, in spite of his bad witticisms and 
peculiarity of manner, I found singularly entertaining. 

Dinner was announced, and we adjourned to another 
room. Poor Sir Willoughby, with his waistcoat un- 
buttoned, and breathing like a pug in a phthisis, groaned 
bitterly, when he discovered that this apartment was 
smaller and hotter than the one before. Eusselton im- 
nrediately helped him to some scalding soup, and said, 
as he told the servant to hand Sir Willoughby the 
cayenne, ''You will find this, my dear Townshend, a 
very sensible potage for this severe season." 
• Dinner went off tamely enough, with the exception 
of " our fat friend's " agony, which Eusselton enjoyed 
most luxuriously. The threatened mutton-chops did 
not make their appearance, and the dinner, though 
rather too small, was excellently cooked, and better 
arranged. With the dessert the poor baronet rose, and, 
pleading sudden indisposition, tottered out of the door. 

When he was gone, Eusselton threw himself back in 
his chair, and laughed for several minutes with a low 
chuckling sound, till the tears ran down his cheek. 

After a few jests at Sir Willoughby, our conversation 
turned upon other individuals. I soon saw that Eussel- 
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ton was a soured and disappointed man : his remarks on 
people were all sarcasms; his mind was overflowed with 
a suffusion of ill-nature ; he bit as well as growled. No 
man of the world ever, I am convinced, becomes a real 
philosopher in retirement. People who have been em- 
ployed for years upon trifles have not the greatness of 
mind which could alone make them indi£ferent to what 
they have coveted all their lives, as most enviable and 
important. 

" Have you read 's memoirs ? " said Mr. Bussel- 

ton. ** No I Well, I imagined every one had at least 
dipped into them. I have often had serious thoughts of 
dignifying my own retirement, by the literary employ- 
ment of detailing my adventures in the world. I think 
I could throw a new light upon things and persons, 
which my contemporaries will shrink back like owls at 
perceiving." 

" Your life," said I, " must indeed furnish matter of 
equal instruction and amusement." 

" Ay," answered Busselton; " punusement to the fools, 
but instruction to the knaves. I am, indeed, a lament- 
able example of the fall of ambition. I brought starch 
into all the neckcloths in England, and I end by tying 
my own at a three-inch looking-glass at Calais. You 
are a young man, Mr. Pelham, about to commence life, 
probably with the same views as (though greater advan- 
tages than) myself; perhaps, in indulging my egotism, 
I shall not weary without recompensing you. 

" I came into the world with an inordinate love of 
glory, and a great admiration of the original ; these pro- 
pensities might have made me a Shakespeare, — they 
did more, they made me a RusseltonI When I was 
^T years old, I cut my jacket into a coat, and turned 
oveaunt's best petticoat into a waistcoat. I disdained 
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at eight the language of the vulgar, and when my fathei 
asked me to fetch his slippers, I replied that my soul 
swelled heyond the limits of a lackey's. At nine, I was 
self-inoculated with propriety of ideas. I rejected malt 
with the air of his majesty, and formed a violent affec- 
tion for maraschino ; though starving at school, I never 
took twice of pudding, and paid sixpence a week out of 
my shilling to have my shoes blacked. As I grew up, 
my notions expanded. I gave myself, without restraint, 
to the ambition that burned within me; I cut my old 
friends, who were rather envious than emulous of my 
genius, and I employed three tradesmen to make my 
gloves, — one for the hand, a second for the fingers, and 
a third for the thumb! These two qualities made me 
courted and admired by a new race, — for the great secrets 
of being courted are to shun others, and seem delighted 
with yourself. The latter is obvious enough ; who the 
deuce should be pleased with you, if you are not pleased 
with yourself? 

" Before I left college, I fell in love. Other fellows, 
at my age, in such a predicament would have whined, 
shaved only twice a week, and written verses. I did 
none of the three, — the last indeed I tried, but, to my 
infinite surprise, I foimd my genius was not universal. 
I began with 

' Sweet nymph, for whom I wake my muse.' 

^ For this, after considerable hammering, I could only 
think of the rhyme * shoes,* — so I began again, — 

' Thy praise demands much softer lutes.' 

And the fellow of this verse terminated like myself 
in 'boots.' Other efforts were equally successful, — 
' bloom ' suggested to my imagination no rhyme but 
' perfume ! ' — ' despair ' only reminded me of my 
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'hair;' and 'hope' was met, at the end of the see* 
ond verse, by the inharmonious antithesis of 'soap.' 
Finding, therefore, that my forte wajs not in the 
Pierian line, I redoubled my attention to my dress; 
I coated and crayatted with all the attention the very 
inspiration of my rhymes seemed to advise ; in short, I 
thought the best pledge I could give my Dulcinea of my 
passion for her person would be to show her what affec- 
tionate veneration I could pay to my own. 

** Mj mistress could not withhold from me her admira- 
tion, but she denied me her love. She confessed Mr. 
Busselton was the best dressed man at the University, 
and had the whitest hands; and two days after this 
avowal, she ran away with a great, rosy-cheeked extract 
from Leicestershire. 

* I did not blame her; I pitied her too much, — but I 
made a vow never to be in love again. In spite of all 
advantages I kept my oath, and avenged myself on the 
species for the insult of the individual. 

" Before I commenced a part which was to continue 
through life, I considered deeply on the humors of the 
spectators. I saw that the character of the more fash- 
ionable of the English was servile to rank, and yielding 
to pretension, — they admire you for your acquaintance, 
and cringe to you for your conceit. The first thing, 
therefore, was to know great people, — the second, to 
control them. I dressed well, and had good horses, — 
that was sufficient to make me sought by the young of 
my own sex. I talked scandal, and was never abashed, 
— that was more than enough to make me admired 
among the matrons of the other. It is single men, 
and married women, to whom are given the St. Peter's 
keys of society. I was soon admitted into its heaven ; 
I was more, — I was one of its saints. I became imi- 
tated as well as initiated. I was the rage, — the lion. 
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Why? — was I better, was I richer, was I handsomer, 
was I cleverer, than my kind? No, no" (and here 
Kosselton ground his teeth with a strong and wrathftil 
expression of scorn) ; " and had I been all, — had I been 
a very concentration and monopoly of all human perfec- 
tions, they would not have valued me at half the price 
they did set on me. It was — I will tell you the sim- 
ple secret, Mr. Pelham — it was because I trampled on 
them^ that, like crushed herbs, they sent up a grateful 
incense in return. 

'^ Oh ! it was balm to my bitter and loathing temper, 
to see those who would have spumed me from them, if 
they dared, writhe beneath my lash, as I withheld or 
inflicted it at will. I was the magician who held the 
great spirits that longed to tear me to pieces, by one 
simple spell which a superior hardihood had won me,— 
and, by Heaven, I did not spare to exert it. 

"Well, well; this is but an idle recollection now! 
All human power, says the proverb of every language, 
is but of short duration. Alexander did not conquer 
kingdoms forever; and Eusselton's good fortune de- 
serted him at last. Napoleon died in exile, and so 
shall I ; but we have both had our day, and mine was 
the brightest of the two, for.it had no change till the 
evening. I am more happy than people would think, 
for je ne suis pas souvent oii mon corps est, — I live in 
a world of recollections, I trample again upon coronets 
and ermine, the glories of the small great! I give once 
more laws which no libertine is so hardy as not to feel 
exalted in adopting; I hold my court, and issue my fiats; 
I am like the madman , and out of the very straws of my 
cell I make my subjects and my realm; and when I 
wake from these bright visions, and see myself an old, 
deserted man, forgotten, and decaying inch by inch in 
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a foreign village, I can at least summon sufficient of my 
ancient regality of spirit not to sink beneath the reverse. 
If I am inclined to be melancholy, why, I extinguish 
my fire, and imagine I have demolished a duchess. I 
steal up to my solitary chamber, to renew again, in my 
sleep, the phantoms of my youth; to carouse with 
princes; to legislate for nobles; and to wake in the 
morning" (here Busselton*s countenance and manner 
suddenly changed to an affectation of methodistical 
gravity) " and thank Heaven that I have still a coat 
to my stomach as well as to my back, and that I am 
safely delivered of such villanous company; 'to for- 
swear sack and live cleanly,' during the rest of my 
sublunary existence." 

After this long detail of Mr. Busselton's, the con- 
versation was but dull and broken. I could not avoid 
indulging a reverie upon what I had heard, and my 
host was evidently still revolving the recollections his 
narration had conjured up; we sat opposite each other 
for several minutes as abstracted and distracted as if 
we had been a couple two months married ; till at last 
I rose and tendered my adieus. Eusselton received 
them with his usual coldness, but more than his usual 
civility, for he followed me to the door. 

Just as they were about to shut it, he called me 
back. ** Mr. Pelham," said he, — " Mr. Pelham, when 
you come back this way, do look in upon me, and, — 
as you will be going a good deal into society, just find 
out what people say of my manner of life / " * 

^ It will be perceived by those readers who are kind or iMtient 
enough to reach the conclusion of this work, that Busselton is 
specified as one of my few dramatis persona, of which only the Jim 
oatline is taken from real life, and from a very noted personage ; 
all the rest ^ all, indeed, which forms and marks the character thus 
briefly delineated — is drawn solely from imagination. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

An old wonhipfol genUeman, that had a great estate, 

And kept a brave old hoiue at a hoepitable rate. — Old Sang, 

I THINK I may, without much I068 to the reader » pass in 
silence over my voyage the next day to Dover. (Horri- 
ble reminiscence I) I may also spare him an exact detail 
of all the inns and impositions between that seaport and 
London ; nor will it be absolutely necessary to the plot 
of this history, to linger over every milestone between 
the Metropolis and Glenmorris Castle, where my uncle 
and my mother were impatiently awaiting the arrival of 
the candidate to be. 

It was a fine, bright evening when my carriage en- 
tered the park. I had not seen the place for years; and 
I felt my heart swell with something like family pride, 
as I gaaced on the magnificent extent of hill and plain 
that opened upon me, as I passed the ancient and ivy- 
covered lodge. Large groups of trees, scattered on either 
side, seemed, in their own antiquity, the witness of that 
of the family which had given them existence. The 
sun set on the waters which lay gathered in a lake at 
the foot of the hill, breaking the waves into unnum- 
bered sapphires, and tingeing the dark firs that over- 
spread the margin with a rich and golden light that 

put me excessively in mind of the Duke of 's 

livery ! 

When I descended at the gate; the servants, who stood 
arranged in an order so long that it almost startled me, 
received me with a visible gladness and animation. 



Digitized by 



Google 






180 PELHAM; OB, 

which showed me, at one glance, the old-fashioned 
tastes of their master. Who in these days ever in- 
spires his servants with a single sentiment of regard 
or interest for himself or his whole racel That tribe 
one never, indeed, considers as possessing a life sepa- 
rate from their services to us: beyond that purpose of 
existence we know not even if they exist. As Provi- 
dence made the stars for the benefit of earth, so it made 
servants for the use of gentlemen; and, as neither stars 
nor servants appear except when we want them, so I 
suppose they are in a sort of suspense from being, except 
at those important and happy moments. 

To return, — for if I have any fault, it is too great 
a love for abstruse speculation and reflection, — I was 
formally ushered through a great hall , hung round with 
huge antlers and rusty armor, through a lesser one, sup- 
ported by large stone columns, and without any other 
adornment than the arms of the family; then through 
an anteroom, covered with tapestry, representing the 
gallantries of Ring Solomon to the Queen of Sheba; 
and lastly into the apartment honored by the august 
presence of Lord Glenmorris. That personage was 
dividing the sofa with three spaniels and a setter; 
he rose hastily when I was announced, and then check- 
ing the first impulse which hurried him, perhaps, into 
4 an imseemly warmth of salutation, held out his hand 
with a stately air of kindly protection, and while he 
pressed mine, surveyed me from head to foot, to see 
how far my appearance justified his condescension. 

Having, at last, satisfied himself, he proceeded to 
inquire after the state of my appetite. He smiled 
benignantly when I confessed that I was excessively 
well prepared to testify its capacities (the first idea of 
all kind-hearted, old-fashioned people, is to stuff you), 
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and, silently motioning to the gray-headed servant who 
stood in attendance, till, receiving the expected sign, he 
withdrew, Lord Glenmorris informed me that dinner was 
over for every one hut myself; that for me it would 
he prepared in an instant; that Mr. Toolington had 
expired four days since; that my mother was, at that 
moment, canvassing for me; and that my own election- 
eering qualities were to open their exhibition with the 
following day. 

After this communication there was a short pause. 
" What a beautiful place this is!" said I, with great 
enthusiasm. Lord Glenmorris was pleased with the 
compliment, simple as it was. 

** Yes," said he, ** it is; and I have made it still more 
«o than you have yet been able to perceive. " 

" You have been planting, probably, on the other side 
of the park?" 

"No," said my uncle, smiling; "Nature had done 
everything for this spot when I came to it, but one; 
and the addition of that one ornament is the only 
real triumph which art ever can achieve." 

** What is it ? " asked I ; « oh, I know , — water. " 

" You are mistaken," answered Lord Glenmorris; ** it 
is the ornament of — happy faces, " 

I looked up to my uncle's countenance in sudden 
surprise. I cannot explain how I was struck with 
the expression which it wore: so calmly bright and 
open! — it was as if the very daylight had settled 
there. 

" You don't understand this at present, Henry," said 
he, after a moment's silence ; " but you will find it, of 
all rules for the improvement of property, the easiest to 
learn. Enough of this now. Were you not in despair 
at leaving Paris % " 
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" I should have been, some months ago; but when I 
received my mother's summons, I found the temptations 
of the Continent very light in comparison with those 
held out to me here." 

** What, have you already arrived at that great epoch , 
when vanity casts off its first skin, and ambition suc- 
ceeds to pleasure ? Why — but thank Heaven that you 
have lost my moral; your dinner is announced." 

Most devoutly did I thank Heaven, and most earn- 
estly did I betake myself to do honor to my uncle's 
hospitality. 

I had just finished my repast when my mother en- 
tered. She was, as you might well expect from her 
maternal affection, quite overpowered with joy, — firsts 
at finding my hair grown so much darker, and, secondly ^ 
at my looking so well. We spent the whole evening in 
discussing the great business for which I had been sum- 
moned. Lord Glenmorris promised me money, and my 
mother advice; and I, in my turn, enchanted them, by 
promising to make the best use of both. 
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CHAPTEE XXXV. 

Cut. Yonr good voice, bit, — whst say joa 1 

S(/ CU. Yob shall have it, worthy sir. — ConoUunu. 

Ths boiongb of Buyemall had long been in imdiBputed 
possession of the Lords of Glenmorris, till a rich banker, 
of the name of Lufton, had bought a large estate in the 
immediate neighborhood of Glenmorris Castle. This 
event, which was the precursor of a mighty revolu- 
tion in the borough of Buyemall, took place in the 
first year of my uncle's accession to his property. A 
few months aft-erwards, a vacancy in the borough occur- 
ring, my uncle procured the nomination of one of his 
own political party. To the great astonishment of Lord 
Glenmorris, and the great gratification of the burghers 
of Buyemall, Mr. Lufton o£fered himself in opposition 
to the Glenmorris candidate. In this age of enlight- 
enment, innovation has no respect for the most sacred 
institutions of antiquity. The burghers, for the only 
time since their creation as a body, were cast first into 
doubt, and secondly into rebellion. The Lufton fac- 
tion, horresco referens^ were triumphant, and the rival 
candidate was returned. From that hour the borough of 
Buyemall was open to all the world. 

My uncle, who was a good, easy man, and had some 
strange notions of free representation and liberty of 
election, professed to care very little for this event. 
He contented himself, henceforward, with exerting his 
interest for one of the members, and left the other seat 
entirely at the disposal of the line of Lufton, which, 
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from the time of the first competition, continued peace- 
ably to monopolize it. 

During the last two years, my xincle's candidate, the 
late Mr. Toolington, had been gradually dying of a 
dropsy, and the Luftons had been so particularly atten- 
tive to the honest burghers, that it was shrewdly sus- 
pected a bold push was to be made for the other seat. 
During the last month these doubts were changed into 
certainty. Mr. Augustus Leopold Lufton, eldest son 
to Benjamin Lufton, Esq., had publicly declared his 
intention of starting at the decease of Mr. Toolington; 
against this personage behold myself armed and arrayed. 

Such is, in brief, the history of the borough, up to 
the time in which I was to take a prominent share in its 
interests and events. 

On the second day after my arrival at the castle, the 
following advertisement appeared at Buyemall : — 

TO THB INDEPBNDBNT ELECTORS OF THE BOROUaH OF 
BUYEMALL. 

Gbiitlehbn, — In presenting myself to your notice, I ad- 
vance a claim not altogether new and unfounded. My family 
have for centuries been residing amongst you, and exercising 
that interest which reciprocal confidence and good offices may 
fairly create. Should it be my good fortune to be chosen your 
representative, you may rely upon my utmost endeavors to 
deserve that honor. One word upon the principles I espouse : 
they are those which have found their advocates among the 
wisest and the best ; they are those which, hostile alike to the 
encroachments of the crown and the Hcentioiisness of the people, 
would support the real interests of both. Upon these grounds, 
gentlemen, I have the honor to solicit your votes ; and it ia 
with the sincerest respect for your ancient and honorable body, 
that I subscribe myself your very obedient servant, 

Hbnby Pelham. 
Glenmorris Castle, etc., etc. 
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Such was the first pnblic signification of my inten- 
tions: it was drawn up by Mr. Sharpon, our lawyer, 
and considered by our friends as a masterpiece ; for, as 
my mother sagely observed, it did not commit me in a 
single instance, — espoused no principle, and yet pro- 
fessed principles which all parties would allow were th» 
best. 

At the first house where I called, the proprietor was a 
clergyman of good family, who had married a lady from 
Baker Street: of course the Rev. Combermere St. Quin- 
tin and his wife valued themselves upon being " ffen- 
ted." I arrived at an tmlucky moment; on entering 
the hall a dirty footboy was carrying a yellow-ware 
dish of potatoes into the back room. Another Gany- 
mede (a sort of footboy -major), who opened the door, 
and who was still settling himself into his coat, which 
he had slipped on at my tintinnabulary summons, ush- 
ered me with a mouth full of bread and cheese into this 
said back room. I gave up everything as lost when I 
entered, and saw the lady helping her youngest child to 
some ineffable trash, which I have since heard is called 
** blackberry pudding." Another of the tribe was bawl- 
ing out, with a loud, hungry tone, " A tatoe. Pa! " The 
father himself was carving for the little group, with a 
napkin stuffed into the top button-hole of his waistcoat, 
and the mother, with a long bib, plentifully bespatted 
with congealing gravy, and the nectarian liquor of the 
" blackberry pudding," was sitting with a sort of presid- 
iij^ complacency on a high stool, like Juno on Olympus, 
enjoying rather than stilling the confused hubbub of the 
little domestic deities who ate, clattered, spattered, and 
squabbled around her. 

Amidst all this din and confusion, the candidate for 
the borough of Buyemall was ushered into the household 
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privacy of the genteel Mr. and Mrs. St. Qointin. Up 
started the lady at the sound of my name. The Key. 
Combermere St. Quintin seemed frozen into stone. The 
plate between the youngest child and the blackbeny- 
pudding stood as still as the son in Ajalon. The mor- 
sel between the mouth of the elder boy and his fork 
had a respite from mastication. The Seven Sleepers 
could not have been spell-bound more suddenly and 
completely. 

"Ah," cried I, advancing eagerly, with an air of 
serious and yet abrupt gladness; ''how lucky that I 
should find you all at luncheon. I was up and had 
finished breakfast so early this morning, that I am half 
famished. Only think how fortunate, Hardy " (turning 
round to one of the members of my committee, who 
accompanied me) ; " I was just saying what would T not 
give to find Mr. St. Quintin at luncheon. Will you 
allow me, Madam, to make one of your party? " 

Mrs. St. Quintin colored and faltered, and muttered 
out something which I was fully resolved TMt to hear. 
I took a chair, looked round the table, not too atten- 
tively, and said, ''Cold veal; ah! ah I nothing I like 
so much. May I trouble you, Mr. St. Quintin f — 
Hollo, my little man, let's see if you can't give me 
a potato. There 's a brave fellow. How old are you, 
my young hero ? — to look at your mother, I should say 
two, to look at you^ six."' 

" He is four next May," said his mother, coloring, 
and, this time, vwt painfully. 

"Indeed!" said I, surveying him earnestly; and 
then, in a graver tone, I turned to the Rev. Comber- 
mere with — " I think you have a branch of your family 
still settled in France. I met a St. Quintin (the Due 
do Poictiers) abroad." 
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^YeSy" said Mr. Combermeie, — ''yes, the name is 
still in Normandy, but I was not aware of the title." 

"No!" said I, with surprise; "and yet" (with an- 
other look at the boy) , " it is astonishing how long fam- 
ily likenesses last. I was a great favorite with all the 
due's children. Do you know, I must trouble you for 
some more veal, it is so very good, and I am so very 
hungry." 

"How long have you been abroad?" said Mrs. St. 
Quintin, who had slipped off her bib, and smoothed 
her ringlets; for which purpose I had been most 
adroitly looking in an opposite direction the last three 
minutes. 

" About seven or eight months. The fact is, that the 
Continent only does for us English people to see, — not 
to inhabit; and yet, there are some advantages there, 
Mr. St. Quintin! — among others, that of the due re- 
spect ancient birth is held in. Here, you know, 'money 
makes the man,' as the vulgar proverb has it) " 

** Yes," said Mr. St. Quintin, with a sigh, " it is really 
dreadful to see those upstarts rising around us, and 
throwing everything that is respectable and ancient into 
the background. Dangerous times these, Mr. Pelham, 
— dangerous times; nothing but innovation upon the 
most sacred institutions. I am sure, Mr. Pelham, that 
your principles must be decidedly against these new- 
fashioned doctrines, which lead to nothing but anarchy 
and confusion, — absolutely nothing.*' 

" I 'm delighted to find you so much of my opinion! " 
said I. "I cannot endure anything that leads to an- 
archy and confusion." 

Here Mr. Gombermere glanced at his wife, — who 
rose, called to the children, and, accompanied by them, 
gracefully withdrew. 
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"Now then," said Mr. Combennere, drawing Iiia 
chair nearer to me, — "now, Mr. Pelham, we can dis- 
cuss these matters. Women are no politicians," — and 
at this sage aphorism, the Eev. Combennere laughed a 
low solemn laugh, which could have come from no other 
lips. After I had joined in this grave merriment for 
a second or two I hemmed thrice, and, with a counte- 
nance suited to the subject and the host, plunged at 
once in medias res. 

** Mr. St. Quintin," said T, " you are already aware, I 
think, of my intention of offering myself as a candidate 
for the borough of Buyemall. I could not think of such 
a measure without calling upon you, the very first per- 
son, to solicit the honor of your vote." Mr. Comber- 
mere looked pleased, and prepared to reply. " You are 
the very first person I called upon," repeated I. 

Mr. Combennere smiled. " Well, Mr. Pelham," said 
he, "our families have long been on the most intimate 
footing." 

"Ever since," cried I, — "ever since Henry the 
Seventh's time have the houses of St. Quintin and 
Glenmorris been allied! Your ancestors, you know, 
were settled in the country before ours, and my mother 
assures me that she has read, in some old book or an- 
other, a long account of your forefather's kind reception 
of mine at the castle of St. Quintin. I do trust, sir, 
that we have done nothing to forfeit a support so long 
afforded us." 

Mr. St. Quintin bowed in speechless gratification; at 
length he found voice. " But your principles, Mr. 
Pelham?" 

" Quite yours, my dear sir, quite against anarchy and 
(Hmfusion" 

" But the Catholic question, Mr. Pelham Y " 
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^ Oh I the Catholic question/' repeated I, '' is a ques- 
tion of great importance; it won't be carried, — no, Mr. 
St. Quintin, no, it won't be carried; how did you think, 
my dear sir, that I could, in so great a question, act 
against my conscience?" 

I said this with warmth, and Mr. St. Quintin was 
either too convinced or too timid to pursue so dangerous 
a topic any further. I blessed my stars when he paused, 
and, not giving him time to think of another piece of 
debatable ground, continued, " Yes, Mr. St. Quintin, I 
called upon you the very first person. Your rank in 
the country, your ancient birth, to be sure, demanded 
it; but I only considered the long, long time the St. 
Quintins and Pelhams had been connected." 

** Well," said the Rev. Combermere, ** well, Mr. 
Pelham, you shall have my support; and I wish, from 
my very heart, all success to a young gentleman of such 
excellent principles." 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 
IfoieyoiceB! 



Sic. How now, my masten, hare yoa chosen him f 
Cit. He has onr roices, sir 1 — Coriolanus. 

From Mr. Combermeie St. Qmntin's we went to a 
bluff, hearty, radical wine-merchant, whom I had very 
little probability of gaining; but my success with the 
clerical Armado had inspirited me, and I did not suffer 
myself to fear, though I could scarcely persuade myself 
to hope. How exceedingly impossible it is, in govern- 
ing men, to lay down positive rules, even where we 
know the temper of the individual to be gained I '' You 
must be very stiff and formal with the St. Quintins,'' 
said my mother. She was right in the general admoni- 
tion ; and had I found them all seated in the best draw- 
ing-room, Mrs. St. Quintin in her best attire, and the 
children on their best behavior, I should have been as 
stately as Don Quixote in a brocade dressing-gown ; but 
finding them in such dishabille, I could not affect too 
great a plainness and almost coarseness of bearing, as if 
I had never been accustomed to anything more refined 
than I found there ; nor might I, by any appearance of 
pride in myself, put them in mind of the wound their 
own pride had received. The difficulty was to blend 
with this familiarity a certain respect, just the same as 
a French ambassador might have testified towards the 
august person of George the Third, had he found his 
majesty at dinner at one o'clock, over mutton and 
turnips. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADVENTURES OF A QENTLEMAK. 191 

In overcoming this difficulty I congratulated myself 
with as much zeal and fervor as if I had performed the 
most important victory ; for, whether it be innocent or 
sanguinary, in war or at an election, there is no triumph 
so gratifying to the viciousness of human nature, as the 
conquest of our fellow-beings. 

But I must return to my wine-merchant, Mr. Briggs. 
His house was at the entrance of the town of Buyemall ; 
it stood enclosed in a small garden flaming with crocuses 
and simflowers, and exhibiting an arbor to the right, 
where, in the summer evenings, the respectable owner 
might be seen, with his waistcoat unbuttoned, in order 
to give that just and rational liberty to the subordinate 
parts of the human commonwealth, which the increase 
of their consequence, after the hour of dinner, naturally 
demands. Nor, in those moments of dignified ease, 
was the worthy burgher without the divine inspirations 
of complacent contemplation which the weed of Virginia 
bestoweth. There, as he smoked and pufifed, and looked 
out upon the bright crocuses, and meditated over the 
dim recollections of the hestemal journal, did Mr. 
Briggs revolve in his mind the vast importance of the 
borough of Buyemall to the British empire, and the vast 
importance of John Briggs to the borough of Buyemall. 

When I knocked at the door, a prettyish maid-servant 
opened it with a smile and a glance which the vender 
of wine might probably have taught her himself after 
too large potations of his own spirituous manufactures^ 
I was ushered into a small parlor, where sat, sipping 
brandy-and-water, a short, stout, monosyllabic sort of 
figure, corresponding in outward shape to the name of 
Briggs » — «v®i^ ^"ito a very nicety. 

" Mr. Pelham," said this gentleman, who was dressed 
in a brown coat, white waistcoat, bufT-colored inexprea' 
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sibles, with long strings, and gaiters of the same hnc 
and substance as the breeches, — ** Mr. Pelham, pray be 
seated; excuse my rising: I 'm like the bishop in the 
story, Mr. Pelham, too old to rise;" and Mr. Briggs 
grunted out a short, quick, querulous, "he — he --he," 
to which, of course, I replied to the best of my cachin- 
natory powers. 

No sooner, however, did I begin to laugh, than Mr. 
Briggs stopped short; eyed me with a sharp, suspicious 
glance; shook his head, and pushed back hia chair at 
least four feet from the spot it had hitherto occupied. 
Ominous signs, thought I, — I must sound this gentle- 
man a little further, before I venture to treat him as the 
rest of his species. 

" You have a nice situation here, Mr. Briggs 1 " said I. 

"Ah, Mr. Pelham, and a nice vote too, which ia 
somewhat more to your purpose, I believe." 

" Why," said I, « Mr. Briggs, to be frank with you, 
I do call upon you for the purpose of requesting your 
vote; give it me, or not, just as you please. You may 
be sure I shall not make use of the vulgar electioneering 
arts to coax gentlemen out of their votes. I ask you for 
yours as one freeman solicits another : if you think my 
opponent a fitter person to represent your borough, give 
your support to him in Heaven's name; if not, and you 
place your confidence in me, I will, at least, endeavor 
not to betray it." 

"Well done, Mr. Pelham," exclaimed Mr. Briggs: 
" I love candor, — you speak just after my own heart; 
but you must be aware that one does not like to be 
bamboozled out of one's right of election, by a smooth- 
tongued fellow, who sends one to the devil the moment 
the election is over, — or still worse, to be frightened 
out of it by some stiff-necked, proud coxcomb, with his 
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pedigiee in his hand, and his acres in his face, thinking 
he does you a maryellous honor to ask you at all. Sad 
times these for this free country , Mr. Pelham, when a 
parcel of conceited paupers, like Parson Quinny (as I 
call that reverend fool, Mr. Gombermere St. Quintin), 
imagine they have a right to dictate to warm, honest 
men, who can buy their whole family out and out. I 
tell you what, Mr. Pelham, we shall never do anything 
for this coimtry till we get rid of those landed aristo- 
crats, with their ancestry and humbug. I hope you 're 
of my mind, Mr. Pelham." 

" Why," answered I, ^ there is certainly nothing so 
respectable in Great Britain as our commercial interest. 
A man who makes himself is worth a thousand men 
made by their forefathers." 

"Very true, Mr. Pelham," said the wine-merchant, 
advancing his chair to me; and then, laying a short, 
tkiekset finger upon my arm, he looked up in my face 
with an investigating air, and said, ** Parliamentary 
Eeform, — what do you say to that? you're not an 
advocate for ancient abuses, and modem corruption, I 
hope, Mr. Pelham!" 

''By no means," cried I, with an honest air of in- 
dignation, — *^ I have a conscience, Mr. Briggs, I have 
a conscience as a public man, no less than as a private 
one I" 

" Admirable I " cried my host. 

"No," I continued, glowing as I proceeded, —* no, 
Mr. Briggs; I disdain to talk too much about my prin- 
ciples before they are tried ; the proper time to proclaim 
them is when they have effected some good by being put 
into action. I won't supplicate your vote, Mr. Briggs, 
as my opponent may do; there must be a mutual con- 
fidence between my supporters and myseU. When I 
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appear befoie you a second time you will have a right to 
see how far I have wronged that trust reposed in me as 
your repres^itative. Mr. Briggs, I daresay it may seem 
rude and impolitic to address you in this manner; bat I 
am a plain, blunt man, and I disdain the vulgar arts of 
electioneering, Mr. Briggs." 

" Give us your fist, sir,'' cried the wine-merchant, in 
a transport, — ** give us your fist; I promise you my 
support, and I am delighted to vote for a young gentle- 
man of such excellent principles. " 

So much, dear reader, for Mr. Briggs, who became 
from that interview my stanchest supporter. I will not 
linger longer upon this part of my career: the above 
conversations may serve as a sufficient example <d my 
electioneering qualifications ; and so I shall merely add, 
that after the due quantum of dining, drinking, spout- 
ing, lying, equivocating, bribing, rioting, head-breaking, 
promise-breaking, and — thank the god Mercury, who 
presides over elections — chairing of successful candi- 
dateship, I found myself fairly chosen member for tiie 
borough of Buyemall!^ 

1 It is f<^iuiate that Mr. Pelham's election was not for a rotten 
boroagh ; so that the satire of this chapter is not yet obsolete nor 
unsalatary. Parliamentary Reform has not terminated the tricks 
of canvassing, — and Mr. Pelham's descriptions are as applicable 
now as when first written. All personal canvassing is bat ifx the 
convenience of canning, — the opportanity for manner to disgoise 
principle. Pablic meetings, in which expositions of opinion most 
be dear, and will be cross-examined, are the only legitimate mode 
of canvass. The English begin to discover this trath ; may these 
•oenes serve to qaicken thdr apprehensicHL ^Thb Autbob. 
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CHAPTER XXXVn. 

Political edacation is like the keystone to the arch, — the ttiength 
of the whole depends npon it 

EnofcL Brit Sup, Art. EdueatUm. 

I wAfl Bitting in the library of Glenmorris Castle, about 
a week after all the bustle of contest and the eddi of 
victory had begun to subside, and quietly daUying with 
the dry toast, which constituted then, and does to this 
day, my ordinary breakfast, when I was accosted by the 
following speech from my uncle, — 

^ Henry, your success has opened to you a new career: 
I trust you intend to pursue it ? " 

** Certainly," was my answer. 

" But you know, my dear Henry, that though you 
have great talents, which, I confess, I was surprised in 
the course of the election to discover, yet they want that 
careful cultivation, which, in order to shine in the House 
of Commons, they must receive. Entre naus^ Henry, 
a little reading would do you no harm. " 

** Very well," said I; " suppose I begin with Walter 
Scott's novels ; I am told they are extremely entertaining. " 

** True," answered my uncle; " but they don't contain 
the most accurate notions of history, or the soundest 
principles of political philosophy in the world. What 
did you think of doing to-day, Henry ? " 

** Nothing] " said I, very innocently. 

^ I should conceive that to be a usual answer of youn, 
Henry, to any similar question." 

" I think it is," replied I, with great natveti. 
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" Well, then, let us have the breakfast things taken 
away, and do something this morning." 

" Willingly," said I, ringing the bell. 

The table was cleared, and my imcle began his ex- 
amination. Little, poor man, had he thought, from my 
usual bearing, and the character of my education, that 
in general literature there were few subjects on which I 
was not to the full as well read as himself. I enjoyed 
his surprise, when, little by little, he began to discover 
tne extent of my information; but I was mortified to 
find it was only surprise, not delight. 

" You have," said he, " a considerable store of learn- 
ing ; far more than I could possibly have imagined you 
possessed; but it is knowledge, not learning j in which I 
wish you to be skilled. I would rather, in order to gift 
you with the former, that you were more destitute oi 
the latter. The object of education is to instil prin- 
ciples which are hereafter to guide and instruct us; facts 
are only desirable so far as they illustrate those princi- 
ples; principles ought therefore to precede facts! What, 
then, can we think of a system which reverses this evi- 
dent order, overloads the memory with facts, and those 
of the most doubtful description, while it leaves us 
entirely in the dark with regard to the principles which 
could alone render this heterogeneous mass of any ad- 
vantage or avail 1 Learning, without knowledge, is but 
a bundle of prejudices; a lumber of inert matter set 
before the threshold of the understanding to the exclu- 
sion of common sense. Pause for a moment, and recall 
those of your contemporaries who are generally con- 
sidered well-informed; tell me if their information has 
made them a whit the wiser; if not, it is only sancti- 
fied ignorance. Tell me if names with them are not a 
sanction for opinion; quotations, the representatives of 
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axioms t All they have learned only seryes as an excuse 
for all they are ignorant of. In one month, I will en^ 
gage that you shall have a juster and deeper insight into 
wisdom, than they have been all their lives acquiring: 
the great error of education is to fill the mind Jirst with 
antiquated authors, and then to try the principles of the 
present day by the authorities and maxims of the past. 
We will pursue, for our plan, the exact reverse of the 
ordinary method. We will learn the doctrines of the 
day, as the first and most necessary step, and we will 
then glance over those which have passed away, as 
researches rather curious than useful. 

" You see this very small pamphlet; it is a paper 
by Mr. Mill upon Government. We will know this 
thoroughly, and when we have done so, we may rest 
assured that we have a far more accurate information 
upon the head and front of all political knowledge, than 
two-thirds of the young men whose cultivation of mind 
you have usually heard panegyrized. " 

So saying, my uncle opened the pamphlet. He 
pointed out to me its close and mathematical reasoning, 
in which no flaw could be detected, nor deduction con- 
troverted; and he filled up, as we proceeded, from the 
science of his own clear and enlarged mind, the various 
parts which the political logician had left for reflection 
to complete. My uncle had this great virtue of an 
expositor, that he never over-explained; he never made 
a parade of his lecture, nor confused what was simple by 
imnecessary comment. 

When we broke off our first day's employment, I was 
quite astonished at the new light which had gleamed 
upon me. I felt like Sinbad the sailor, when, in wan- 
dering through the cavern in which he had been buried 
alive, he caught the first glimpse of the bright day. 
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Naturally eager in everything I undertook, fond of 
application, and addicted to reflect over the various 
hearings of any ohject that once engrossed my atten- 
tion, I made great advance in my new pursuit. After 
my uncle had hrought me to he thoroughly conversant 
with certain and definite principles, we proceeded to 
illustrate them from fact. For instance, when we had 
finished the "Essay upon Government," we examined 
into the several Constitutions of England, British Amer- 
ica, and France : the three coimtries which pretend the 
most to excellence in their government; and we were 
enahled to perceive and judge the defects and merits of 
each, because we had, previously to our examination, 
established certain rules, by which they were to be in- 
vestigated and tried. Here my sceptical indifference to 
facts was my chief reason for readily admitting knowl- 
edge. I had no prejudices to contend with; no obscure 
notions gleaned from the past; no popular maxims cher- 
ished as truths. Everything was placed before me as 
before a wholly impartial inquirer, freed from all the 
decorations and delusions of sects and parties: every 
argument was stated with logical precision ; every opin- 
ion referred to a logical test. Hence, in a very short 
time, I owned the justice of my uncle's assurance, as 
to the comparative concentration of knowledge. We 
went over the whole of Mill's admirable articles in the 
encyclopaedia, over the more popular works of Bentham, 
and thence we plunged into the recesses of political 
economy. I know not why this study has been termed 
uninteresting. No sooner had I entered upon its con- 
sideration, than I could scarcely tear myself from it. 
Never from that moment to this have I ceased to pay 
it the most constant attention, not so much as a study 
as an amusement; but at that time my uncle's object 
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was not to make me a profoimd political economist. " I 
^ish," said he, " merely to give you an acquaintance 
with the principles of the science ; not that you may be 
entitled to boast of knowledge, but that you may be 
enabled to avoid ignorance; not that you may discover 
truth, but that you may detect error. Of all sciences, 
political economy is contained in the fewest books, and 
yet is the most difficult to master ; because all its higher 
branches require earnestness of reflection, proportioned 
to the scantiness of reading. Kicardo's work, together 
with some conversational enlargement on the several 
topics he treats of, will be enough for our present pur- 
pose. I wish, then, to show you how inseparably allied 
is the great science of public policy with that of private 
morality. And this, Henry, is the grandest object of 
all. Now to our present study." 

Well, gentle reader (I love, by the by, as you already 
perceive, that old-fashioned courtesy of addressing you) , 
— well, to finish this part of my life, which, as it treats 
rather of my attempts at reformation than my success in 
error, must begin to weary you exceedingly, I acquired, 
more from my uncle's conversation than the books we 
read) a sufficient acquaintance with the elements of 
knowledge to satisfy myself, and to please my instructor. 
And I must say, in justification of my studies and my 
tutor, that I derived one benefit from them which has 
continued with me to this hour, — namely, I obtained a 
clear knowledge of moral principle. Before that time, 
the little ability I possessed only led me into acts, which, 
I fear, most benevolent reader, thou hast already suffi- 
ciently condemned; my good feelings — for I was not 
naturally bad — never availed me the least when present 
temptation came into my way. I ha^jio-guidfi^but^ pas- 
sion; nojule but the impulse of the moment. What 
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else oould have been the result of my education t If 
I was immoral, it was because I was never taught mor- 
ality. Nothing, perhaps, is less innate than virtue. 
I own that the lessons of my unde did not work mira- 
cles, — - that, living in the world, I have not separated 
myself from its errors and its follies : the vortex was too 
strong, — the atmosphere too contagious; but I have at 
least avoided the crimes into which my temper would 
most likely have driven me. I ceased to look upon the 
world as a game one was to play fairly, if possible, — 
but where a little cheating was readily allowed; I no 
longer divorced the interests of other men from my own : 
if I endeavored to blind them, it was neither by unlaw- 
ful means, nor for a purely selfish end; if — but come, 
Henry Pelham, thou hast praised thyself enough for the 
present; and, after all, thy future adventures will best 
tell if thou art really amended. 
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CHAPTER XXXVUL 

Mihi jam non regia Roma^ 
Sed yacaam Tibnr placet. — Hob. 

^ My dear child, " said my mother to me affectionately, 
" you must be very much bored here. To say truth, I 
am 80 myself. Your imde is a very good man, but he 
does not make his house pleasant: and I have lately 
been very much afraid that he should convert you into 
a mere bookworm; after all, my dear Heniy, you are 
quite clever enough to trust, to your own ability. Your 
great geniuses never read." 

"True, my dear mother," said I, with a most une- 
quivocal yawn, and depositing on the table Mr. Bentham 
on " Popular Fallacies, " — " true, and I am quite of your 
opinion. Did you see in the 'Post ' of thismoming how 
full Cheltenham was? " 

" Yes, Henry ; and now you mention it> I don't think 
you could do better than to go there for a month or two. 
As for me, I must return to your father, whom I left at 

Lord H 'sj a place, erUre nous^ very little more 

amusing than this, — but then one does get one's icarti 
table, and that dear Lady Eosevillo, your old acquaint- 
ance, is staying there." 

" Well, " said I, musingly, " suppose we take our de- 
parture the beginning of next week ! — our way will be 
the same as far as London, and the plea of attending you 
will be a good excuse to my uncle for proceeding no 
farther in these confounded books." 
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" C^est une affaire finie, " replied my mother, " and I 
will speak to your uncle myself. " 

Accordingly, the necessary disclosure of our intentions 
was made. Lord Glenmorris received it with proper 
indifference, so far as my mother was concerned ; but ex- 
pressed much pain at my leaving him so soon. However, 
when he found I was not so much gratified as honored by 
his wishes for my longer sejour, he gave up the point 
with a delicacy that enchanted me. 

The morning of our departure arrived. Carriage at 
the door — bainiboxes in the passage — breakfast on the 
table — myself in my greatcoat — my unde in his great 
chair. ** My dear boy, " said he, ** I trust we shall meet 
again soon : you have abilities that may make you cap- 
able of effecting much good to your fellow-<:reature8; 
but you are fond of the world, and, although not averse 
to application, devoted to pleasure, and likely to pervert 
the gifts you possess. At all events, you have now 
learned, both as a public character and a private individ- 
ual, the difference between good and evil. Make but 
this distinction: that whereas, in political science, the 
rules you have learned may be fixed and unerring, yet 
the application of them must vary with time and circum- 
stance. We must bend, temporise, and frequently with- 
draw doctrines which, invariable in their truth, the pre- 
judices of the time will not invariably allow, and even 
relinquish a faint hope of obtaining a great good for the 
certainty of obtaining a lesser; yet in the science of pri- 
vate morals, which relate for the main part to ourselves 
individually, we have no right to deviate one sinj 
iota from the rule of our conducts Neither time nor cir- 
cumstance must cause us to modify or to change. Integ- 
rity knows no variation; honesty no shadow of turning. 
We must pursue the same course — stem and uncompio- 
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mising — in the fall persuasion that the path of right is 
like the bridge from earth to heaven in the Mohammedan 
creed; — if we swerve but a single hair's-breadth, we are 
irrevocably lost." 

At this moment my mother joined us, with a ** Well, 
my dear Henry, everything is ready, — we have no time 
to lose." 

My uncle rose, pressed my hand, and left in it a 
pocket-book, which I afterwards discovered to be most 
satisfactorily furnished. We took an edifying and affec- 
tionate farewell of each other; passed through the two 
rows of servants, drawn up in martial array, along the 
great hall, and I entered the carriage, and went off with 
the rapidity of a novel upon '' fashionable life." 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 

Die — si grave non est — 
QiUB prima iratom ventrem placaverit eeca. ^ Hob. 

I DID not remain above a day or two in town. I had 
never seen mucli of the humors of a watering-place, and 
my love of observing character made me exceedingly im- 
patient for that pleasure. Accordingly, the first bright 
morning I set off for Cheltenham. I was greatly struck 
with the entrance to that town : it is to these watering- 
places that a foreigner should be taken, in order to give 
him an adequate idea of the magnificent opulence and 
universal luxury of England. Our country has in every 
province what France only has in Paris, — a capital, 
consecrated to gayety, idleness, and enjoyment. London 
is both too busy in one class of society, and too pompous 
in another, to please a foreigner, who has not excellent 
recommendations to private circles. But at Brighton, 
Cheltenham, Hastings, Bath, he may, as at Paris, find 
all the gayeties of society without knowing a single 
individual. 

My carriage stopped at the Hotel. A corpulent 

and stately waiter, with gold buckles to a pair of very 
tight pantaloons, showed me upstairs. I found myself 
in a tolerable room, facing the street, and garnished with 
two pictures of rocks and rivers, with a comely flight of 
crows, hovering in the horizon of both, as natural as 
possible, — only they were a little larger than the treesw 
Over the chimney-piece, where I had fondly hoped to 
find a looking-glass, was a grave print of General Wash- 
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ingtoiiy with one hand stuck out like the spout of a tea- 
pot. Between the two windows (unfavorable position I) 
was an oblong mirror, to which I immediately hastened, 
and had the pleasure of seeing my complexion catch the 
color of the curtains that overhimg the glass on each side, 
and exhibit the pleasing ruraZity of a pale green. 

I shrank back aghast, turned, and beheld the waiter. 
Had I seen myself in a glass delicately shaded by rose- 
hued curtains, I should gently and smilingly have said, 
"Have the goodness to bring me the bill of fare." As 
it was, I growled out, " Bring me the bill." 

The stiff waiter bowed solemnly, and withdrew slowly. 
I looked round the room once more, and discovered the 
additional adornments of a tea-urn and a book. " Thank 
Heaven, " thought I, as I took up the latter, '* it can't be 
one of Jeremy Bentham's." No! it was the "Chelten- 
ham Guide." I turned to the head of amusements — 
" Dress-ball at the Rooms every — " some day or other, 
which of the seven I utterly forget ; but it was the same 
as that which witnessed my first arrival in the small 
drawing-room of the Hotel. 

" Thank Heaven ! " said I to myself, as Bedos entered 
with my things, and was ordered immediately to have all 
in preparation for " the dress-ball at the rooms, " at the 
hour of half-past ten. The waiter entered with the bill. 
" Soups, chops, cutlets, steaks, roast joints, etc., etc. — 
liorvy birds," 

" Gret some soup, " said I, " a slice or two of lion, and 
a half-a-dozen birds." 

" Sir, " said the solemn waiter, " you can't have less than 
a whole lion, and we have only two birds in the house." 

"Pray," asked I, "are you in the habit of supplying 
your larder from Exeter 'Change, or do you breed lions 
here like poultry ? " 
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" Sir, " answered the grim waiter, never relaxing into 
a smile, " we have lions brought us from the country 
every day." 

" What do you pay for them ? " said I. 

" About three-«nd-6ixpence a-piece, sir.* 

" Humph! market in Africa over-stocked, " thought I. 

*' Pray, how do you dress an animal of that descrip- 
tion 1" 

"Boast and stuff him, sir, and serve him up with 
currant jelly." 

"What! like a hare!" 

" A lion is a hare, sir." 

"What!". 

" Yes, sir, it is a hare! — but we call it a lion, because 
of the game laws." 

"Bright discovery," thought I; "they have a new 
language in Cheltenham ; nothing 's like travelling to en- 
large the mind. And the birds," said I, aloud, "are 
neither humming-birds nor ostriches, I suppose t " 

"No, sir; they are partridges." ' 

"Well, then, give me some soup, a cutlet, and a 
'bird,' as you term it, and be quick about it." 

** It shall be done with despatch, " answered the pom- 
pous attendant and withdrew. 

Is there, in the whole course of this pleasant and 
varying life, which young gentlemen and ladies write 
yerses to prove same and sorrowful, is there in the whole 
course of it one half hour really and genuinely disagree- 
able t — if so, it is the half hour before dinner at a strange 
inn. Nevertheless, by the help of philosophy and the 
window, I managed to endure it with great patienoe; 
and, though I was famishing with hunger, I pretended 
the indifference of a sage, even when the dinner was at 
length announced. I coquetted a whole minute with 
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my napkin before I attempted the soup, and I helped 
myself to the potatory food with a slow dignity that must 
have perfectly won the heart of the solemn waiter. The 
soup was a little better than hot water, and the sharp- 
sauced cutlet than leather and vinegar; howbeit, I at- 
tacked them with the vigor of an Irishman, and washed 
them down with a bottle of the worst liquor ever digni- 
fied with the venercLbile namen of claret. The bird was 
tough enough to have passed for an ostrich in miniature ; 
and I felt its ghost hopping about the stomachic sepul- 
chre to which I consigned it, the whole of that evening, 
and a great portion of the next day, when a glass of 
Curaqoa laid it at rest. 

After this splendid repast^ I flung myself back on my 
chair, with the complacency of a man who has dined 
well, and dozed away the time till the hour of dressing. 

"Now," thought I, as I placed myself before my 
glass, "shall I gently please, or sublimely astonish the 
< fashionables' of Cheltenham^ Ah, bah! the latter 
school is vulgar ; Byron spoiled it. Don't put out that 
chain, Bedoe; I wear — the black coat, waistcoat, and 
trousers. Brush my hair as much out of curl as you can, j 
and give an air of graceful negligence to my taut 6fi- i 
semble.** ' 

" Ouiy Monsieur, je eomprends,'* answered Bedos. 

I was soon dressed, for it is the design, not the execu- 
tion, of all great undertakings which requires deliberation 
and delay. Action cannot be too prompt. A chair was 
called, and Henry Pelham was oonveyed to the rooms. 
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CHAPTER XL, 

Now see, prepared to lead the sprightly dance, 

llie lovely nymphs, and well-dressed yonths advance; 

The spacious room receives its jovial gaest, 

And the floor shakes with pleasing weight oppressed. 

Art ofDanoMg, 

Page. — His name, my lord, is TjrreSL — Richard TIL 

Upon entering, I saw several heads rising and sinking 
to the time of "Cherry ripe." A whole row of stiff 
necks, *in ciavats of the most miezceptionahle len^ 
and breadth, were just before me. A tall, thin yoimg 
man, with dark, wiry hair brushed on one side, was 
drawing on a pair of white Woodstock gloves, and affect- 
ing to look round the room with the supreme indifference 
of ban ton. 

"Ah, Eitson," said another young Cheltenhamian to 
him of the Woodstock gauntlets, "haven't you been 
dancing yet?" 

" No, Smith, 'pon honor! " answered Mr. Bitson; " it 
is so overpoweringly hot; no fashionable man dances 
now: it isnH the thing. ^^ 

" Why, " replied Mr. Smith, who was a good-natured 
looking person, with a blue coat and brass buttons, and 
a gold pin in his neckcloth, — " why, they dance at 
Almack's, don't they?" 

" Ko, 'pon honor, " murmured Mr. Bitson, — ** no, 
they just walk a quadrille, or spin a waltz, as my friend, 
Lord Bobadob, calls it; nothing more, — no, hang dan- 
cing, 't is 80 vulgar." 
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A gtout^ red-faced many about thirty, with wet auburn 
hair, a maryellouBly fine waistcoat, and a badly-washed 
frill, now joined Messrs. Eitson and Smith. 

" Ah, Sir Ealph," cried Smith, " how d' ye dot Been 
hunting all day, I suppose ? " 

'* Yes, old cock," replied Sir Ealph; ''been after the 
brush till I am quite done up ; such a glorious run ! By 
Q — , you should have seen my gray mare. Smith; by 
Q — , she 's a glorious fencer." 

"You don't hunt, do you, Biteont" interrogated Mr. 
Smith. 

''Yes, I do," replied Mr. Bitson, affectedly playing 
with his Woodstock glove, — " yes, but I only hunt in 
Leicestershire with my friend. Lord Bobadob ; 't is not 
the thing to hunt anywhere else.'' 

Sir Balph stared at the speaker with mute contempt; 
while Mr. Smith, like the ass between the hay, stood 
balancing betwixt the opposing merits of the baronet 
and the beau. Meanwhile, a smiling, nodding, affected 
female thing, in ringlets and flowers, flirted up to the 
trio. 

''Now, reely, Mr. Smith, you should deenoe; a feesh- 
ionable young man, like you, — I don't know what the 
young leedies will say to you." And the fair seducer 
laughed bewitchingly. 

"You are very good, Mrs. Dollimore," replied Mr. 
Smith, with a blush and a low bow; "but Mr. Bitson 
teUs me it is not the thing to dance." 

" Oh, " cried Mrs. Dollimore, " but then he 's seech a 
naughty, conceited creature, — don't follow his example, 
Meester Smith;" and again the good lady laughed 
immoderately. 

" Nay, Mrs. Dollimore, " said Mr. Bitson, passing his 
hand through his abominable hair, "you are too severe*, 

VOL. I. — 14 
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but tell me, Mrs. Dollimoie, is the Coimteas com- 
ing here ? " 

" Kow, leely, Mr. Bitson, you who are i^e pink of 
feeshion, ought to know better than I can; but I hear 
so." 

"Do you know the countesst" said Mr. Smith, in 
respectful surprise, to Bttson. 

"Oh, very well," replied the CoiyphAus of Chelten- 
ham, swinging his Woodstock glove to and fro; " I have 
often danced with her at Almack's." 

" Is she a good deencer ? " asked Mrs. DoUimore. 

^'Oh, capital," responded Mr. Eitson; "she 's such a 
nice, genteel, little figure." 

Sir Ealph, apparently tired of this " f eeshkmable " 
conversation, swaggered away. 

"Pray," said Mrs. DoUimore, "who is that gentle- 
man?" 

"Sir Ralph Rumford," replied Smith, eageriy; "a 
particular friend of mine at Cambridge." 

" I wonder if he 's going to make a long steey t " said 
Mrs. DoUimore. 

" Tes, I believe so," replied Mr. Smith, ^ if we make 
it agreeable to him. " 

"You must poodtively introduce him to me," said 
Mrs. DoUimore. 

"I will, with great pleasure," said the good-natnied 
Mr. Smith. 

" Is Sir Ralph a man of fashion ? " inquired Mr. 
Ritson. 

"He's a baronet I" emphatically pronounced Mr. 
Smith. 

"Ah! " replied Ritson; "but he may be a sun ol 
rank without being a man of fashion." 

" True, " lisped Mrs. DoUimore. 
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" I don't know, " replied Smith, with an air of puzzlecT 
wondennent, " hut he has £7000 a year." 

"Has he, indeed?" cried Mrs. Dollimore, soiprised 
into her natural tone of voice; and at that moment a 
yoimg lady, ringleted and flowered like herself, joined 
her, and accosted her hy the endearing appellation of 
"Mainma." 

" Have you heen dancing, my love ? " inquired Mrs. 
Dollimore. 

" Yes, Ma; with Captain Johnson." 

"Oh," said the mother, with a toss of her head; 
and, giving her daughter a significant push, she walked 
away with her to another end of the room, to talk ahout 
Sir Ealph Kumf ord and his seven thousand pounds a year. 

"Well! " thought I, "odd people these; let us enter 
a little farther into this savage country." In accoidance 
with this reflection, I proceeded towards the middle of 
the room. 

" Who 's that Y " said Mr. Smith, in a loud whisper as 
I passed him. 

" 'Pan honor," answered Bitson, " I don't know; but 
he 's a deuced neat-looking fellow." 

" Thank you, Mr. Eitson, " said my vanity ; " you are 
not so offensive after all." 

I paused to look at the dancers; a middle-aged, re- 
spectable-looking gentleman was beside me. Common 
people, after they have passed forty, grow social. My 
neighbor hemmed twice, and made preparation for 
speaking. "I may as well encourage him," was my 
reflection; accordingly I turned round with a most 
good-natured expression of countenance. 

" A fine room this, sir, " said the man, immediately. 

"Very," said I, with a smile, "and extremely weU 
filled." 
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''Ah| sir," answered my neighbor, ''Cheltenham is 
not as it used to be some fifteen years ago. I have 
seen as many as one thousand, two hundred and fifty 
persons within these walls " (certain people are always 
np d — d particularizing) : " ay, sir, " pursued my lauda- 
tor temporis actiy ''and half the peerage here into the 
bargain." 

"Indeed!" quoth I, with an air of surprise suited 
to the information I received; "but the society is veiy 
good stiU, is it not f " . 

"Oh, very genteel^** replied the man; "but not so 
dashing as it used to be." (Oh! these two horrid 
words! low enough to suit even the author of " .") 

"Pray," asked I, glancing at Messrs. Bitson and 
Smith, " do you know who those gentlemen are ? " 

"Extremely well!" replied my neighbor; "the tall 
young man is Mr. Bitson; his mother has a house 
in Baker Street, and gives quite elegant parties. He 's 
a most genteel young man; but such an insufferable 
coxcomb. " 

"And the other? "said I. 

"Oh! he's a Mr. Smith; his father was an eminent 
brewer, and is lately dead, leaving each of his sons 
thirty thousand poimds; the young Smith is a know- 
ing hand, and wants to spend his money with spirit. 
He has a great passion for 'high life,' and therefore 
attaches himself much to Mr. Bitson, who is quite that 
way inclined." 

" He could not have selected a better model, " said I. 

"True," rejoined my Cheltenham Asmodeus, with 
naive simplicity; "but I hope he won't adopt his 
conceit as well as his elegance." 

"I shall die," said I to myself, "if I talk with this 
fellow any longer, " and I was just going to glide away, 
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when a tall, stately dowager, with two lean, scraggy 
daughters, entered the room; I could not resist pausing 
to inquire who they were. 

My friend looked at me with a very altered and dis- 
respectful air at this interrogation. " Who ? " said he ; 
" why, the Countess of Bahbleton and her two daughters, 
the Honorable Lady Jane Babel, and the Honorable 
Lady Mary Babel. They are the great people of Chel- 
tenham, " pursued he, " and it 's a fine thing to get into | 
their set." 

Meanwhile Lady Bahbleton and her two daughters 
swept up the room, bowing and nodding to the riven 
ranks on each side, who made their salutations with the 
most profound respect. My experienced eye detected 
in a moment that Lady Bahbleton, in spite of her title 
and her stateliness, was exceedingly the reverse of good 
ton^ and the daughters (who did not resemble the scrag 
of mutton, hut its ghost) had an appearance of sour 
affability, which was as different from the manners of 
proper society as it possibly could be. 

I wondered greatly who and what they were. In 
the eyes of the Cheltenhamians they were the countess 
and her daughters; and any further explanation would 
have been deemed quite superfluous; further explana- 
tion T was, however, determined to procure, and was 
walking across the room in profound meditation as to 
the method in which the discovery should be made, 
when I was startled by the voice of Sir Lionel Garrett : 
I turned round, and, to my inexpressible joy, beheld 
that worthy baronet. 

" Bless me, Pelham, " said he, " how delighted I am 
to see you. Lady Harriet, here's your old favorite, 
Mr. Pelham." 

Lady Harriet was all smiles and pleasure. ''Give 
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me yoTir ann,'' said she ; ^ I must go aad speak to Lady 
Babbleton, — odious woman! '' 

" Do, my dear Lady Harriet, " said I^ ** explain to me 
what Lady Babbleton was. *' 

''Why, — she was a milliner, and took in the late 
lord, who was an idiot. Voila totU/" 

"Perfectly satisfactory," replied L 

" Or, short and sweet, as Lady Babbleton would say," 
replied Lady Harriet, laughing. 

"In antithesis to her daughters, who are long and 
^ur." 

"Oh, you satirist! " said the affected Lady Harriet 
(who was only three removes better than the Chelten- 
ham countess) ; ** but tell me, how long have you been 
at Cheltenham?" 

" About four hours and a half! *' 

" Then you don't know any of the lions heref ^ 

" None, except ** (I added to myself) " the lion I liad 
for dinner." 

"Well, let me despatch Lady Babbleton, and I'll 
then devote myself to being your nomenclator. " 

We walked up to Lady Babbleton, who had already 
disposed of her daughters, and was sitting in solitary 
dignity at the end of the room. 

" My dear Lady Babbleton, " cried Lady Harriet, tak- 
ing both the hands of the dowager, " I am so glad to 
see you ; and how well you are looking ; and your charm- 
ing daughters, how are they ? — sweet girls ! — and how 
long have you been here ? " 

" We have only just come, " replied the ci-devant 
milliner, half rising and rustling her plumes in stately 
agitation, like a nervous parrot j "we must conform to 
modem 'ours. Lady 'Axriet; though, for my part, I like 
the old-fashioned plan of dining early, and finishing 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADVENTURES OF A GENTLEMAN. 215 

one's gayeties before midnight; but I set the fashion of 
good 'ours as well as I can. I think it 's a duty we owe 
to society, Lady 'Arriet^ to encourage morality by our 
own example. What else do we have rank for ? " And, 
so saying, the counter-countess drew herself up with a 
most edifying air of moral dignity. 

Lady Harriet looked at me, and perceiving that my 
eye said '' go on, " as plainly as eye could possibly speak, 
she continued, ** Which of the wells do you attend. 
Lady Babbleton?" 

"All," replied the patronizing dowager. "I like to 
encourage the poor people here ; I 've no notion of being 
proud because one has a title, Lady 'Arriet." 

"No," rejoined the worthy helpmate of Sir Lionel 
Ghurett; "everybody talks of your condescension. Lady 
Babbleton; but are you not afraid of letting yourself 
down by going everywhere ? " 

" Oh, " answered the countess^ " I admit very few into 
my set at home, but I go (mt promiscuously \ " and then, 
looking at me, she said, in a whisper, to Lady Harriet^ 
" Who is that nice young gentleman ? " 

"Mr. Pelham," replied Lady Harriet; and, turning 
to me, formally introduced us to each other. 

" Are you any relation, " asked the dowager, " to Lady 
Frances Pelham 1" 

" Only her son, " said L 

"Dear me," replied Lady Babbleton, "how odd; 
what a nice, elegant woman she is I She does not go 
much out, does shel I don't often meet her." 

" I should not think it likely that your ladyship did 
meet her much. She does not visit promiscuously,'* 

" Every rank has its duty, " said Lady Harriet, gravely ; 
"your mother, Mr. Pelham, may confine her circle as 
much as she pleases; but the high rank of Lady Babble- 
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ton requires greater condescension; just as the Dukes 
of Sussex and Gloucester go to many places where you 
and I would not.'' 

" Very true I " said the innocent dowager; " and that's 
a very sensihle remark! Were you at Bath last winter, 
Mr. Pelham?" continued the countess, whose thoughts 
wandered from suhject to subject in the most rudderless 
manner. 

** No, Lady Babhleton, I was unfortunately at a less 
distinguished placa " 

"What was that?" 

"Paris!" 

"Oh, indeed! I've never been abroad; I don't think 
persons of a certain rank should leave England; they 
should stay at home and encourage their own manu- 
factories." 

"Ah!" cried I, taking hold of Lady Babbleton's 
shawl, " what a pretty Manchester pattern this is. " 

"Manchester pattern!" exclaimed the petrified peer- 
ess ; " why, it is real Gachemire : you don't think I wear 
anything English, Mr. Pelham ? " 

^ I beg your ladyship ten thousand pardons. I am no 
judge of dress; but to return, — I am quite of your 
opinion, that we ought to encourage our own manufao- 
tories^ and not go abroad; but one cannot stay long on 
the Continent^ even if one is decoyed there. One soon 
longs for home again." 

"Very sensibly remarked," rejoined Lady Babbleton; 
" that 's what I call true patriotism and morality. I wish 
all the young men of the present day were like you. Oh, 
dear! — here 's a great favorite of mine coming this way, 
— Mr. Riteon! — do you know him? Shall I introduce 
you?" 

"Heaven forbid!" exclaimed I, — frightened out of 
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mj wits and my manners. ''Come, Lady Harriet, let 
us rejoin Sir Lionel; " and, "swift at the word," Lady 
Harriet retook my arm, nodded her adieu to Lady Bab- 
bleton, and withdrew with me to an obscurer part of the 
room. 

Here we gave way to our laughter for some time — 
'' Is it possible I " exclaimed I, starting up, — " can that be 
Tyrrellt'' 

"What^s the matter with the mant" cried Lady 
Harriet. 

I quickly recovered my presence of mind, and reseated 
myself. "Pray forgive me. Lady Harriet," said I; 
" but I think, nay, I am sure, I see a person I once met 
under very particular circumstances. Do you observe 
that dark man in deep mourning, who has just entered 
the room, and is now speaking to Sir Ealph Rumf ord ? " 

« I do,— it is Sir John Tyrrell I " replied Lady Har- 
riet: " he only came to Cheltenham yesterday. His is a 
very singular history.'* 

" What is it 1 "• said I, eagerly. 

" Why ! he was the only son of a younger branch of 
the Tyrrells; a very old family, as the name denotes. 
He was a great deal in a certain rouS set, for some years, 
and was celebrated for his gallantries. His fortune was, 
however, perfectly unable to satisfy his expenses; he 
took to gambling, and lost the remains of his property. 
He went abroad, and used to be seen at the low gaming- 
houses at Paris, earning a very degraded and precarious 
subsistence; till, about three months ago, two persons 
who stood between him and the title and estates of the 
&mily, died, and most unexpectedly he succeeded to 
both. They say that he was found in the most utter 
penury and distress, in a small cellar at Paris; however 
that may be, he is now Sir John Tyrrell, with a very 
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large income, and, in spite of a certain coarseness of 
manner, probably acquired by the low company he lat- 
terly kept, he is very much liked, and even admired, by 
the few good people in the society of Cheltenham." 

At this moment Tyrrell passed us; he caught my eye, 
stopped short, and colored violently. I bowed ; he seemed 
undecided for a moment as to the course he should adopt ; 
it was but for a moment. He returned my salutation 
with great appearance of cordiality ; shook me warmly by 
the hand; expressed himself delighted to meet me; in- 
quired where I was staying, and said he should certainly 
call upon me. With this promise he glided on, and was 
soon lost among the crowd. 

" Where did you meet him ? " said Lady Harriet. 
1 "At Paris." 

" What! was he in decent society there? " 

** I don't know, "said I. "(Jood^ht, Lady Harriet;" 
] and, with an air of extreme lassitude, I took my hat and 
' vanished from that motley mixture of the fashianMy 
low and the vulgarly genteel/ 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

Full manj a lady 
I haye eyed with best regard, aad many a time 
The harmony of their tongues hath onto bondage 
Drawn my too diligent eyee. 

But yon, oh ! yon. 
So perfect and so peerless, are create 
Of every creature's best. — Shaksspsabb. 

Thou wilt easily conceive, my dear reader, who hast 
been in my confidence throughout the whole of this 
history, and whom, though as yet thou hast cause to 
esteem me but lightly, I already love as my &miliar 
and my friend, — thou wilt easily conceive my surprise 
at meeting so unexpectedly with my old hero of the gam- 
bling-house. I felt indeed perfectly stunned at the 
shock of so singular a change in his circumstances since 
I had last met him. My thoughts reverted immediately 
to that scene, and to the mysterious connection between 
Tyrrell and Glanville. How would the latter receive 
the intelligence of his enemy's good fortune f was his 
vengeance yet satisfied, or through what means could it 
now find ventt 

A thousand thoughts similar to these occupied and 
distracted my attention till morning, when I summoned 
Bedos into the room to read me to sleep. He opened a 
play of Monsieur Delavigne's, and at the beginning of 
the second scene T was in the land of dreams. 

I woke about two o'clock; dressed, sipped my choco- 
late, and was on the point of arranging my hat to the 
best advantage, when I received the following note : — 
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Mt deab Pblhah, — Afe tibi eommmdo, I heard this 
morning, at your hotel, that you were here ; my heart waa a 
house of joy at the intelligence. I called upon yoa two honn 
ago ; hut, like Antony, ** you revel long o' nights." Ah, that I 
could add with Shakespeare, that you were ** notwithstanding 
up," I have just come from Paris, that umbUicui terra^ and 
my adventures since I saw you, for your private satisfaction, 
*' because I love you, I will let you know ; " hut you must 
satisfy me with a meeting. Till you do^ ''the mighty gods 
defend you ! " 

VnrciHi. 

The hotel from which Vincent dated this epistle was 
in the same street as my own caravansary, and to this 
hotel I immediately set off. I found my friend sitting 
before a huge folio, which he in vain endeavored to 
persuade me that he seriously intended to read. We 
greeted each other with the greatest cordiality. 

''But how," said Vincent, after the first warmth of 
welcome had subsided, — " how shall I congratulate you 
upon your new honors 1 I was not prepared to find yoa 
grown from a rouS into a senator. 

' In gathering votes you were not dack, 
Now stand as tightly by your tack, 
Ne'er show your lug an* fidge your back, 
An' hum an' haw; 
But raise your arm, an' tell your crack 
Before them a.' 

So saith Bums; advice which, being interpreted, mean* 
eth, that you must astonish the rats of St. Stephen's." 

"Alas!" said I; ''all one's clap-traps in that house 
must be baited." 

** Nay, but a rat bites at any cheese, from Grlouoester 
to Parmesan, and you can easily scrape up a bit of some 
sort. Talking of the House, do you see, by the paper, 
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that the civic senator, Aldennan W , is at Chel- 
tenham f 

''I was not aware of it. I suppose he*8 cramming 
speeches and turtle for the next season." 

"How wonderfully," said Vincent, "your city dig- 
nities unloose the tongue; directly a man has been a 
mayor, he thinks himself qualified for a TuUy at least. 
Faith, the Lord Mayor asked me one day what was the 
Latin for spouting; and I told him, ^hippomanes, or a 
raging humor in mayors. ' " 

After I had paid, through the medium of my risi- 
ble muscles, due homage to this witticism of Vincent's, 
he shut up his folio, called for his hat, and we sauntered 
down into the street. 

" When do you go up to town t " asked Vincent 

* Not till my senatorial duties require me. " 

• Do you stay here till then t " 

" As it pleases the gods. But, good heavens, Vincent, 
what a beautiful girl! " 

Vincent turned. ** Dea certi^'' murmured he, and 
stopped. 

The object of our exclamations was standing by a 
comer shop, apparently waiting for some one within. 
Her face, at the moment I first saw her, was turned full 
towards me. Never had I seen any countenance half so 
lovely. She was apparently about twenty ; her hair was 
of the richest chestnut, and a golden light played through 
its darkness, as if a sunbeam had been caught in those 
luxuriant tresses, and was striving in vain to escape. 
Her eyes were of light hazel, large, deep, and shaded 
into softness (to use a modem expression) by long and 
very dark lashes. Her complexion alone would have 
rendered her beautiful, it was so clear, — so pure; the 
blood blushed beneath it, like roses under a clear stream; 
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if, in Older to justify my simile, roses would have the 
complacency to grow in such a situation. Her nose was 
of that fine and accurate mould that one so seldom sees, 
except in the Grecian statues, which imites the clearest 
and most decided outline with the most feminine deli- 
cacy and softness: and the short, curved arch which 
descended from thence to her mouth, was so fine, — so 
airily and exquisitely formed, that it seemed as if Love 
himself had modelled the hridge which led to his most 
beautiful and fragrant island. On the right side of the 
mouth was one dimple, which corresponded so exactly 
with every smile and movement of those rosy lips, that 
you might have sworn the shadow of each passed there ; 
it was like the rapid changes of an April heaven reflected 
upon a valley. She was somewhat, but not much, taller 
than the ordinary height; and her figure, which united 
all the first freshness and youth of the girl with the 
more luxuriant graces of the woman, was rounded and 
finished so justly, that the eye could glance over the 
whole without discovering the least harshness or un- 
evenness, or atom to be added or subtracted. But 
over all these was a light, a glow, a pervading spirit, 
of which it is impossible to convey the faintest idea. 
You should have seen her by the side of a shaded foun- 
tain on a summer's day. Tou should have watched her 
amidst music and flowers, and she might have seemed 
to you like the fairy that presided over both. So much 
for poetical desciiption, — it is not mj forte/ 

" What think you of her, Vincent? " said I. 

''I say, with Theocritus, in his epithalamium of 
Helen — " 

"Say no such thing," said I; "I will not have ber 
presence profaned by any helps from your memory. " 

At that moment the girl turned round abruptly, and 
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re-entered the stationer's shop, at the door of which she 
had been standing. 

" Let US enter," said Vincent: '' I want some sealing- 
wax." 

I desired no second invitation : we marched into the 
shop. My Armida was leaning on the arm of an old 
lady. She blushed deeply when she saw us enter; and, 
as ill-luck would have it, the old lady concluded her 
purchases the moment after, and they withdrew. 

** ' Who had thought this chme had held 
A deity bo unparalleled ! ' " 

justly observed my companion. 

I made no reply. All the remainder of that day I 
was absent and reserved; and Vincent, perceiving that 
I no longer laughed at his jokes, nor smiled at his 
quotations, told me I was sadly changed for the worse, 
and pretended an engagement, to rid himself of an audi- 
tor 80 obtuse. 
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CHAPTER XLIL 

Tout notre mal vient de ne pouYoir 6tre seolfl ; de Bi le jen, le faixe, 
la disfiipation, le vin, lee femmes, I'lgnorance, la m^disanoe 
TeDYie, Toabli de 8oi-m6me et de Dien. — La Brut j^rb. 

Thb next day I resolved to call upon Tyrrell, seeing 
that he had not yet kept his promise of anticipating 
me, and heing very desirous not to lose any opportunity 
of improving my acquaintance with him; accordingly, 
I sent my valet to make inquiries as to his abode. I 
found that he lodged in the same hotel as myself; and 
having previously ascertained that he was at home, I 
was ushered by the head-waiter into the gamester's 
apartment. 

He was sitting by the fire in a listless, yet thooghtfal 
attitude. His muscular and rather handsome person was 
indued in a dressing-gown of rich brocade, thrown on 
with a slovenly nancfialance. His stockings were about 
his heels, his hair was dishevelled, and the light, stream- 
ing through the half -drawn window-curtains, rested upon 
the gray flakes with which its darker luxuriance was 
interspersed; and the cross light in which he had the 
imprudence or misfortune to sit, fully developed the 
deep wrinkles which years and dissipation had planted 
round his eyes and mouth. I was quite startled at the 
oldness and haggardness of his appearance. 

He rose gracefully enough when I was announced; 
and no sooner had the waiter retired than he came up 
to me, shook me warmly by the hand, and said, " Let 
me thank you now for the attention you formerly 
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showed me, when I was less able to express my 
acknowledgments. I shall be proud to cultivate youz 
intimacy. " 

I answered him in the same strain, and in the course 
of conversation made myself so entertaining, that he 
agreed to spend the remainder of the day with me. 
We ordered our horses at three and our dinner at seven, 
and I left him till the former were ready, in order to 
allow him time for his toilet. 

During our ride we talked principally on general 
subjects, — on the various differences of France and 
England, on horses, on wines, on women, on politics; 
on all things except that which had created our acquaint- 
ance. His remarks were those of a strong, ill-regulated 
mind, which had made experience supply the place of 
the reasoning faculties; there was a looseness in his 
sentiments, and a licentiousness in his opinions, which 
startled even me (used as I had been to rakes of all 
schools); his philosophy was of that species which 
thinks that the best maxim of wisdom is — to de- 
spise. Of men, he spoke with the bitterness of hatred; 
of women, with the levity of contempt. France had 
taught him its debaucheries, but not the elegance which 
refines them: if his sentiments were low, the language 
in which they were clothed was meaner still : and that 
which makes the morality of the upper classes, and 
which no criminal is supposed to be hardy enough to 
reject, — that religion which has no scoffers, that code 
which has no impugners, that honor among gentlemen 
which constitutes the moving principle of the society 
in which they live ; he seemed to imagine, even in its 
most fundamental laws, was an authority to which 
nothing but the inexperience of the young and the 
credulity of the romantic could acoede. 

VOL. I. — 15 
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Upon the whole, he seemed to me a "bold, bad 
man," with just enough of intellect to teach him to 
be a villain, without that higher degree which shows 
him that it is the worst course for his interest; and 
just enough of daring to make him indifferent to the 
dangers of guilt, though it was not sufficient to make 
him conquer and control tbem. For the rest, he loved 
trotting better than cantering, piqued himself upon 
being manly, wore doeskin gloves, drank port wine 
par preference^ and considered beef -steaks and oyster- 
sauce as the most delicate dish in the bill of fare. I 
think now, reader, you have a tolerably good view of 
his character. 

After dinner, when we were discussing the second 
bottle, I thought it would not be a bad opportunity 
to question him upon his acquaintance with Glanville. 
His countenance fell directly I mentioned that name. 
However, he rallied himself. "Oh," said he, "you 
mean the soi-disant Warburton. I knew him some 
years back, — he was a poor, silly youth, half mad, I 
believe, and particularly hostile to me, owing to some 
foolish disagreement when he was quite a boy." 
. * What was the cause ? " said I. 

"Nothing, — nothing of any consequence," answered 
Tyrrell; and then added, with an air of coxcombry, 
"I believe I was more fortunate than he in a certain 
intrigue. Poor Glanville is a little romantic, you 
know. But enough of this now; shall we go to the 
rooms 1 " 

*^ With pleasure/' said I; and to the rooms we 
went. 
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CHAPTEB XLni. 

Veteres revocaTit artee. — Hor. 

Since I came hither I haye heard strange news. ^-King Lear. 

Two days after my long conveisation with Tyrrell, I 
called again upon that worthy. To my great surprise 
he had left Cheltenham. I then strolled to Vincent; I 
found him lolling on his so&t, surrounded, as usual, with 
books and papers. 

^Come in, Pelham," said he, as I hesitated at the 
threshold, — " come in. I have been delighting myself 
with Plato all the morning ; I scarcely know what it is 
that enchants us so much with the ancients. I rather 
believe, with Schlegel, that it is that air of perfect 
repose, — the stillness of a deep soul, which rests over 
their writings. Whatever would appear commonplace 
amongst us, has with them I know not what of sub- 
limity and pathos. Triteness seems the profundity of 
truth, — wildness, the daring of a luxuriant imagina- 
tion. The fact is that, in spite of every fault, you see 
through all the traces of original thought: there is a 
contemplative grandeur in their sentiments, which seems 
to have nothing borrowed in its meaning or its dress. 
Take, for instance, this fragment of Mimnermus on the 
shortness of life ; what subject can seem more tame 7 — 
what less striking than the feelings he expresses ? — and 
yet throughout every line there is a melancholy depth 
and tenderness which it is impossible to define. Of all 
English writers who partake the most of this spirit of 
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conveying interest and strength to sentiments and sub- 
jects neither noyel in themselves, nor adorned in their 
arrangement, I know none that equal Byron: it is 
indeed the chief beauty of that extraordinary poet. 
Examine 'Childe Harold' accurately, and you will 
be surprised to discover how very little of real depth 
or novelty there often is in the reflections which seem 
most deep and new. You are enchained by the vague 
but powerful beauty of the style ; the strong impress of 
originality which breathes throughout. Like the oracle 
of Dodona, he makes the forests his tablets, and writes 
his inspirations upon the leaves of the trees; .but the 
source of that inspiration you cannot tell ; it is neither 
the truth nor the beauty of his sayings which you ad- 
mire, though you fancy that it is: it is the mystery 
which accompanies them." 

" Pray," said I, ** do you not imagine that one great 
cause of this spirit of which you speak, and which 
seems to be nothing more than a thoughtful method of 
expressing all things, even to trifles, was the great lone- 
liness to which the ancient poets and philosophers were 
attached ? I think (though I have not your talent for 
quoting) that Cicero calls ^ the consideration of nature 
the food of the mind,' and the mind which, in solitude, 
is confined necessarily to a few objects, meditates more 
closely upon those it embi*aces : the habit of this medita- 
tion enters and pervades the system, and whatever after- 
wards emanates from it is tinctured with the thoughtful 
and contemplative colors it has received. " 

"Wonderful!" cried Vincent; "how long have you 
learned to read Cicero, and talk about the mindl " 

'^ Ah," said I, " I am perhaps less ignorant than I 
affect to be : it is now my object to be a dandy ; here- 
after I may aspire to be an orator, a wit, a scholar, or a 
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Vincent. You will see then that there have been many 
odd quarters of an hour in my life less unprofitably 
wasted than you imagine. " 

Vincent rose in a sort of nervous excitement, and 
then, reseating himself, fixed his dark, bright eyes 
steadfastly upon me for some moments; his countenance 
all the while assuming a higher and graver expression 
than I had ever before seen it wear. 

" Pelham," said he, at last, ** it is for the sake of 
moments like these, when your better nature flashes out, 
that I have sought your society and your friendship. 
/, too, am not wholly what I appear: the world may 
yet see that Halifax was not the only statesman 
whom the pursuits of literature had only formed the 
better for the labors of business. Meanwhile, let me 
pass for the pedant and the bookworm: like a sturdier 
adventurer than myself, *I bide my time.' Pelham, 
this will be a busy session I shall you prepare for 
it?" 

" Nay," answered I, relapsing into my usual tone of 
languid affectation; "I shall have too much to do in 
attending to Stultz, and Kugee, and Tattersall, and 
Baxter, and a hundred other occupiers of spare time. 
Bemember, this is my first season in London since my 
majority." 

Vincent took up the newspaper with evident chagrin ; 
however, he was too theoretically the man of the world 
long to show his displeasure. "Parr^ — Parr, again," 
said he ; ** how they stuff the journals with that name ! 
Heaven knows I venerate learning as much as any man ; 
but I respect it for its uses, and not for itself. How- 
ever, I will not quarrel with his reputation, — it is but 
for a day. Literary men, who leave nothing but their 
name to posterity, have but a short twilight of posthu* 
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mous renown. Apropos, do you know my pun upon 
Parr and the major ? " 

• Not I," said I, " Majora canamusl " 

* Why, Parr and T, and two or three more, were din- 
ing once at poor T. M 's, the author of * The Indian 

Antiquities. ' Major , a great traveller, entered into 

a dispute with Parr about Babylon ; the doctor got into a 
violent passion, and poured out such a heap of quotations 
on his unfortunate antagonist, that the latter, stunned 
by the clamor and terrified by the Greek, was obliged to 
succumb. Parr turned triumphantly to me. * What is 
your opinion, my lord?' said he, — * who is in the 
right r 

" ^Adversis major, — par secundis^' " answered I. 

''Vincent," I said, after I had expressed sujQGicient 
admiration at his pun, — " Vincent, I begin to be weary 
of this life; I shall accordingly pack up my books and 
myself, and go to Malvern Wells, to live quietly till I 
think it time for London. After to-day you will, there- 
fore, see me no more." 

" I cannot," answered Vincent, ** contravene so lauda- 
ble a purpose, however I may be the loser." And, after 
a short and desultory conversation, I left him once more 
to the tranquil enjoyment of his Plato. That evening I 
went to Malvern, and there I remained in a monotonous 
state of existence, dividing my time equally between my 
mind and my body, and forming myself into that state 
of contemplative reflection which was the object of Vin- 
cent's admiration in the writings of the ancients. 

Just when I was on the point of leaving my retreat, 
I received an intelligence which most materially affected 
my future prospects. My uncle, who had arrived at the 
sober age of fifty without any apparent designs of matri- 
mony, fell suddenly in love with a lady in his imme- 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADTENTURE8 OF A GENTLEMAN. 231 

diate neighorhood, and married her, after a courtship of 
three weeks. 

"I should not," said my poor mother, very gener- 
ously, in a subsequent letter, ''so much have minded 
his marriage, if the lady had not thought proper to 
become in the family way; a thing which I do and 
always shall consider a most unwarrantable encroach- 
ment on your rights." 

I will confess that, on first hearing this news, I expe- 
rienced a bitter pang; but I reasoned it away. I was 
already under great obligations to my uncle, and I felt 
it a very unjust and ungracious assumption on my part 
to affect anger at conduct I had no right to question, or 
mortification at the loss of pretensions I had so equivo- 
cal a privilege to form. A man of fifty has, perhaps^ a 
right to consult his own happiness, almost as much as 
a man of thirty; and if he attracts by his choice the 
ridicule of those whom he has never obliged, it is at 
least from those persons he has obliged that he is to 
look for countenance and defence. 

Fraught with these ideas, I wrote to my uncle a sin- 
cere and warm letter of congratulation. His answer 
was, like himself, kind, affectionate, and generous; it 
informed me that he had already made over to me the 
annual sum of one thousand pounds; and that in case 
of his having a lineal heir, he had, moreover, settled 
upon me, after his death, two thousand a year. He 
ended by assuring me that his only regret at marrying 
a lady who in all respects was, above all women, calcu- 
lated to make him happy, was his unfeigned reluctance 
to deprive me of a station, which (he was pleased to 
say) I not only deserved, but should adorn. 

Upon receiving this letter I was sensibly affected 
with my uncle's kindness; and so far from repining 
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at his choice, I most heartily wished him eveiy bleas- 
ing it could aflEbrd him, even though an heir to the titles 
of Glenmorris were one of them. 

I protracted my stay at Malvern some weeks longer 
than I had intended: the circumstance which had 
wrought so great a change in my fortune, wrought 
no less powerfully on my character. I became more 
thoughtfully and solidly ambitious. Instead of wast- 
ing my time in idle regrets at the station I had lost, 
I rather resolved to carve out for myself one still lofty 
and more universally acknowledged. I determined to 
exercise to their utmost the little ability and knowl- 
edge I possessed; and while the increase of income, 
derived from my uncle's generosity, furnished me with 
what was necessary for my luxury, I was resolved that 
it should not encourage me in the indulgence of my 
indolence. 

In this mood, and with these intentions, I repaired to 
the metropolis. 
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CJHAPTEIt XLIV. 

Com piilchriB tnnicis Bumet noya conailia et spes. «- Hob. 

And look always that they be shape, 

What garment that thou shalt mike 

Of him that can best do, 

With all that peitaineth thereto. — Rom, of the Eom, 

How well I can remember the feelings with which I 
entered London and took possession of the apartments 
prepared for me at Mivart's! A year had made a vast 
alteration in my mind : I had ceased to regard pleasure 
for its own sake ; I rather coveted its enjoyments as the 
great sources of worldly distinction. I was not the less 
a coxcomb than heretofore, nor the less fastidious in my 
horses and my dress; but I viewed these matters in a 
light wholly different from that in which I had hitherto 
regarded them. Beneath all the carelessness of my 
exterior, my mind was close, keen, and inquiring; and 
under all the affectations of foppery and the levity of 
manner, I veiled an ambition the most extensj^^e in its 
objects, and a resolution the most daring in the accom- 
plishment of its means. 

I was still lounging over my breakfast, on the second 

morning of my arrival, when Mr. , the tailor, was 

announced. 

• Good morning, Mr. Pelham; happy to see you re- 
turned. Do I disturb you too early? shall I wait on 
you again ? " 

* No, Mr. , I am ready to receive you. You may 

renew my measure." 
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"We are a very good figure, Mr. Pelham, — very 
good figure," replied the Schneider, surveying me from 
head to foot while he was preparing his measure ; *^ we 
want a little assistance, though : we must be padded well 
here; we must have our chest thrown out, and have an 
additional incB across the shoulders; we must live for 
effect in this world, Mr. Pelham; a leetle tighter round 
the waist, ehV* 

** Mr. ," said I, ** you will take, first, my exact 

measure; and, secondly, my exact instructions. Have 
you done the first?" 

" We are done now, Mr. Pelham," replied my man- 
maker, in a slow, solemn tone. 

** You will have the goodness, then, to put no stuffing 
of any description in my coat; you will not pinch me 
an iota tighter across the waist than is natural to that 
part of my body; and you will please, in your infinite 
mercy, to leave me as much after the &shion in which 
God made me as you possibly can." 

"But, sir, we mtist be padded; we are much too 
thin ; all the gentlemen in the Life Guards are padded, 
sir." 

**Mr. ," answered I, "you will please to speak 

of U8 with a separate and not a collective pronoun ; and 
you will let me for once have my clothes such as a 
gentleman — who, I beg of you to understand, is not a 
Life Guardsman — can wear without being mistaken for 
a Guy Fawkes on a fifth of Kovember. " 

Mr. looked very discomfited: " We shall not be 

liked, sir, when we are made, — we sha'n't, I assure 
you. I will call on Saturday at eleven o'clock. Good 
morning, Mr. Pelham; we shall never be done justice 
to, if we do not live for effect; good morning, Mr. 
Pelham." 
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And here, as I am weary of tailors, let me reflect a 
little upon that divine art of which they are the pro- 
fessors. Alas for the instability of all human sciences! 
A few short months ago, in the first edition of this 
memorable work, I laid down rules for costiune the 
value of which fashion begins already to destroy. The 
thoughts which I shall now embody shall be out of the 
reach of that great innovator, and applicable not to one 
age, but to all. To the sagacious reader, who has al- 
ready discovered what portions of this work are writ 
in irony, what in earnest, I fearlessly commit these 
maxims; beseeching him to believe, with Sterne, that 
'' everything is big with jest, and has wit in it, and 
instruction too, — if we can but find it outi " 

MAXIMS. 

I. Do not require your dress so much to fit as to 
adorn you. Nature is not to be copied, but to be ex- 
alted by art. Apelles blamed Protogenea for being too 
natural. 

II. Never in your dress altogether desert that taste 
which is general. The world considers eccentricity in 
great things genius; in small things, folly. 

IIIj Always remember that you dress to fascinate 
others, not yourself. 

IV. Keep your mind free from all violent affections 
at the hour of the toilet. A philosophical serenity is 
perfectly necessary to success. Helvetius says justly, 
that our errors arise from our passions. 

Y. Kemember that none but those whose courage is 
unquestionable can venture to be effeminate. It was 
only in the field that the Spartans were accustomed to 
use perfumes and curl their hair. 
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YI. Never let the finery of chains and rings seem 
your ofwn choice ; that which naturally belongs to women 
should appear only worn for their sake. We digni^ 
foppery when we invest it with a sentiment. 

yil. To win the affection of your mistress, appear 
negligent in your costume, — to preserve it, assiduous; 
the first is a sign of the passion of love ; the second, of 
its respect, 

YIII. A man must be a profound calculator to be a 
consummate dresser. One must not dress the same 
whether one goes to a minister or a mistress, an ava- 
ricious uncle or an ostentatious cousin: there is no 
diplomacy more subtle than that of dress. 

IX. Is the great man whom you would conciliate a 
coxcomb? — go to him in a waistcoat like his own. 
" Imitation," says the author of ** Lacon," "is the sin- 
cerest flattery." 

X. The handsome may be showy in dress; the plain 
should study to be unexceptionable : just as in great men 
we look for something to admire, — in ordinary men we 
ask for nothing to forgive. 

XI. There is a study of dress for the aged as well as 
for the young. Inattention is no less indecorous in one 
than the other; we may distinguish the taste appropriate 
to each, by the reflection that youth is made to be loved, 
— age to be respected. 

XII. A fool may dress gaudily, but a fool cannot 
dress well, — for to dress well requires judgment; and 
Rochefoucault says with truth, " On est quelqtiefois un 
sot avec de Pesprit, mais on ne Vest jamais avec du 
jugement," 

XIII. There may be more pathos in the fall of a 
collar or the curl of a lock than the shallow think for. 
Should we be so apt as we are now to compassionate the 
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misfortnnesi and to forgive the insinoerity of Charles I. , 
if his pictures had portrayed him in a hohwig and a pig- 
tail ? Vandyke was a greater sophist than Hume. 

XIV. The most graceful principle of dress is neat- 
ness, — the most vulgar is preciseness. 

XV. Dress contains the two codes of morality, — 
private and public. Attention is the duty we owe to 
others, — cleanliness that which we owe to ourselves. 

XVI. Dress so that it may never be said of you, 
''What a well-dressed man!"— but, "What a gentle- 
manlike man! " 

XVII. Avoid many colors, and seek by some one 
prevalent and quiet tint to sober down the others. 
Apelles used only four colors, and always subdued 
those which were more florid by a darkening varnish. 

XVIII. Nothing is superficial to a deep observer. It 
is in trifles that the mind betrays itself. " In what part 
of that letter," said a king to the wisest of living dip- 
lomatists, ** did you discover irresolution ? " — " In its ns 
and gs / " was the answer. 

XIX. A very benevolent man will never shock the 
feelings of others by an excess either of inattention or 
display; you may doubt, therefore, the philanthropy 
both of a sloven and a fop. 

XX. There is an indifference to please in a stocking 
down at heel, — but there may be malevolence in a 
diamond-ring. 

XXI. Inventions in dressing should resemble Addi- 
son's definitions of fine writing, and consist of ** refine- 
ments which are natural without being obvious. " 

XXII. He who esteems trifles for themselves is a 
trifler; he who esteems them for the conclusions to be 
drawn from them, or the advantage to which they can 
be put, is a philosopher. 
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CHAPTEB XLV- 

Tantdt, MoDMignear le Marquis k cheya],-*^ 
Tantdt, MoDBieor da Mazin de bout 1 

VAH de sePromenerit ChevaL 

My cabriolet was at the door, and I was preparing to 
enter, when I saw a groom managing with difficulty a 
remarkably fine and spirited horse. As at that time I 
was chiefly occupied with the desire of making as perfect 
a stud as my fortune would allow, I sent my cab-boy 
{vvlgo Tiger) to inquire of the groom whether the horse 
was to be sold, and to whom it belonged. 

'' It was not to be disposed of,'' was the answer; * and 
it belonged to Sir Reginald Glanville.*' 

The name thrilled through me; I drove after the 
groom, and inquired Sir Reginald Glanville's address. 
His house, the groom informed me, was at No. — Pall 
Mall. I resolved to call that day, but as the groom said 
that he was rarely at home till late in the afternoon, I 
drove first to Lady Itoseville's to talk about AI mack's 
and the beau mondey and be initiated into the newest 
scandal and satire of the day. 

Lady Koseville was at home. I found the room half 
full of women. The beautiful countess was one of the 
few persons extant who admit people of a morning. She 

received me with marked kindness. Seeing that , 

who. was esteemed among his friends the handsomest 
man of the day, had risen from his seat next to Lady 
Roseville in order to make room for me, I negligently 
and quietly dropped into it, and answered his grave and 
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angiy stare at my presumption with mj yeiy sweetest 
and most condescending smile. Heayen be praised I the 
handsomest man of the day is never the chief object 
in the room when Henry Pelham and his guardian 
angel — termed, by his enemies, his aelf-etteem — once 
enter it. 

I rattled on through a variety of subjects till Lady 
Eoseville at last said, laughingly, *^ I see, Mr. Pelham, 
that you have learned, at least, the art of making the 
frais of the conversation since your visit to Paris." 

** I understand you," answered I j " you mean that I 
talk too much: it is true, — I own the offence; nothing 
is so unpopular. Even I, the ci vilest, best-natured, 
most unaffected peraon in all Europe, am almost dis- 
liked, positively disliked, for that sole and simple 
crime. Ah! the most beloved man in society is that 
deaf and dumb peraon, comment s^appeUe-t-il?^ 

" Yes," said Lady Eoseville, " popularity is a god- 
dess best worahipped by negatives; and the fewer claims 
one has to be admired, the more pretensions one has to 
be beloved." 

** Perfectly true, in general," said I, — "for instance, 
I make the rule, and you the exception. I, a perfect 
paragon, am hated because I am one; you, a perfect 
paragon, are idolized in spite of it. But tell me, what 
literary news is there? I am tired of the trouble of 
idleness, and, in order to enjoy a little dignified leisure, 
intend to set up as a savant" 

" Oh, Lady C is going to write a *Com- 

mentary on Ude; ' and Madame de Genlis a * Proof of 

the Apocrypha. ' The Duke of N e is publishing a 

* Treatise on Toleration ; * and Lord L an * Essay on 

Self-Knowledge.' As for news more remote, I hear 
that the Dey of Algiera is finishing an ^Ode to Liberty,' 
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and the College of Caf&aria preparing a volume of 
* Voyages to the North Pole ' ! " 

" Now," said I, * if I retail this information with a 
serious air, I will lay a wager that I find plenty of be- 
lievers; for fiction, uttered solemnly, is much more like 
probability than truth uttered doubtingly: — else how 
do the priests of Brama and Mahomet live f *^ 

" Ah I now you grow too profound, Mr. PelhamI ** 

* (Pestvrai, but — '' 

"Tell me," interrupted Lady Boseville, "how it 
happens that you, who talk eruditely enough upon 
matters of erudition, should talk so lightly upon mat- 
ters of levity?" 

"Why," said I, rising to depart, "very great minds 
are apt to think that all which they set any value upon 
is of equal importance. Thus Hesiod — who, you know, 
was a capital poet, though rather an imitator of Shen- 
stone — tells us that Grod bestowed valor on some men, 
and on others a genius for dancing. It was reserved 
for me. Lady Roseville, to unite the two perfections. 
Adieu!" 

" Thus," said I, when I was once more alone, — ** thus 
do we ^ play the fools with the time,' until Fate brings 
that which is better than folly; and, standing idly upon 
the sea-shore till we can catch the favoring wind which 
is to waft the vessel of our destiny to enterprise and 
fortune, amuse ourselves with the weeds and the pebbles 
which are within our reach I " 
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C3HAPTER XLVI. 

Tbece was a yonth who, as with toil and traTel, 
Had grown quite weak and gray before his time; 
Kor any ootdd the restless grief nnrayel 
Which burned within him, withering np his prime, 
And goading him, like fiends, fiom land to hind. 

P. B. Shxllbt. 

From Lady Boseville's I went to Glanville's house. 
He was at home. I was ushered into a heautiful apart- 
ment, hung with rich damask, and interspersed with a 
profusion of mirrors. Beyond, to the right of this room, 
was a small closet, fitted up with books. This room, 
evidently a favorite retreat, was adorned at close inticr- 
vals with girandoles of silver and mother-of-pearl; the 
handles of the doors were of the same material. 

This closet opened upon a spacious and loffcy saloon, 
the walls of which were covered with the masterpieces 
of Flemish and Italian art. Through this apartment 
I was led by the obsequious and bowing valet into a 
fourth room, in which, negligently robed in his dress- 
ing-gown, sat Beginald Glanville. "Good heavens!" 
thought I, as I approached him, ^ can this be the man 
who made his residence, by choice, in a miserable hovel, 
exposed to all the damps, winds, and vapors that the 
prolific generosity of an English heaven ever begot ? " 

Our meeting was cordial in the extreme. Glanville, 
though still pale and thin, appeared in much better 
health than I had yet seen him since our boyhood. He 
was, or affected to be, in the most joyous spirits; and, 
when his blue eye lighted up in answer to the merri- 

VOL. I. — 16 
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ment of his lipe, and his noble and glorious cast of 
countenance shone out as if it had never been clouded 
bj grief or passion, I thought, as I looked at him, that 
I had never seen so perfect a specimen of masculine 
beauty, at once physical and intellectual. 

''My dear Pelham," said Glanville, ''let us see a 
great deal of each other: I live very much alone; I 
have an excellent cook sent me over from France by the 

celebrated gourmand, Marshal de . I dine every 

day exactly at eight, and never accept an invitation to 
dine elsewhere. My table is always laid for three, and 
you will therefore be sure of finding a dinner here every 
day you have no better engagement. What think you 
of my taste in pictures? " 

" I have only to say," answered I, " that since I am 
so often to dine with you, I hope your taste in wines 
will be one-half as good." 

"We are all," said Glanville, with a faint smile, — 
* we are all, in the words of the true old proverb, 'chil- 
dren of a larger growth.' Our first toy is love, — our 
second, display, according as our ambition prompts us 
to exert it. Some place it in horses, some in honors, 
some in feasts, and some — void un exemple — in fur- 
niture or pictures. So true it is, Pelham, that our 
earliest longings are the purest : in love, we covet goods 
for the sake of the one beloved; in display, for our own: 
thus, our first stratum of mind produces fruit for others; 
our second becomes niggardly, and bears only sufficient 
for ourselves. But enough of my morals, — will you 
drive me out, if I dress quicker than you ever saw man 
dress before?" 

"No," said I; "for I make it a rule never to drive 
out a badly-dressed friend: take time, and I will let 
you accompany me." 
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*' So be it, then. Do you ever read? if so, my books 
are made to be opened, and you may toss them over 
while I am at my toilet. Look! here are two works, — 
one of poetry, one on the Catholic Question: both dedi- 
cated to me. Seymour, — my waistcoat. See what it 
is to furnish a house differently from other people ; one 
becomes a bel esprit and a Maacenas immediately. Be- 
lieve me, if you are rich enough to afford it, that there 
is no passport to fame like eccentricity. Seymour, — my 
coat. I am at your service, Pelham. Believe hereafter 
that one may dress well in a short time! " 

" One may do it, but not two, — aUons I '* 

I observed that Glanville was dressed in the deepest 
mourning, and imagined, from that circumstance, and 
his accession to the title I heard applied to him for the 
first time, that his father was only just dead. In this 
opinion I was soon undeceived. He had been dead for 
some years. Glanville spoke to me of his &mily. 
" To my mother," said he, " I am particularly anxious 
to introduce you; of my sister I say nothing: I expect 
you to be surprised with her. I love her more than 
anything on earth now; " and as Glanville said this, a 
paler shade passed over his face. 
• We were in the park; Lady Roseville passed us,— 
we both bowed to her; as she returned our greeting, I 
was struck with the deep and sudden blush which over- 
spread her countenance. ** That can't be for me ? " 
thought I. I looked towards Glanville; his counte- 
nance had recovered its serenity, and was settled into 
its usual proud, but not displeasing calmness of 
expression. 

" Do you know Lady Roseville well ? " said I. 

** Very," answered Glanville, laconically, and changed 
the conversation. As we were leaving the park through 
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Cumberland Gate we were stopped by a blockade of 
carriages; a voice, loud, harsh, and vulgarly accented ^ 
called out to Glanville by his name. I turned, and 
saw Thornton. 

" For Heaven's sake, Polham, drive on," cried 61an* 
ville; ** let me for once escape that atrocious plebeian." 

Thornton was crossing the road towards us; I waved 
my hand to him civilly enough (for I never cut any- 
body), and drove rapidly through the other gate, with- 
out appearing to notice his design of speaking to us. 

" Thank Heaven! " said Glanville, and sank back in a 
reverie, from which I could not awaken him till he was 
set down at his own door. 

When I returned to Mivart's, I found a card from 
Lord Dawton, and a letter from my mother. 

My dear Henrt [began the letter], — Lord Dawton 
having kindly promised to call upon you personally with this 
note, I cannot resist the opportunity that promise affords me 
of saying how desirous I am that you should cultivate hiQ ac- 
quaintance. He is, you know, among the most prominent 
leaders of the Opposition : and should the Whigs, by any pos- 
sible chance, ever come into power, he would have a great 
chance of becoming prime minister. I trust, however, that 
you will not adopt that side of the question. The Whigs are 
a horrid set of people (politicdUy speaking), vote for the 
Roman Catholics, and never get into place: they give very 
good dinners, however, and till you have decided upon your 
politics, you may as well make the most of them. I hope, by 
the by, tiiat you will see a great deal of Lord Vincent : every 
one speaks highly of Ms talents ; and only two weeks ago, he 
said, publicly, that he thought yon the most promising young 
man, and the most naturally clever person, he had ever met. 
I hope that you will be attentive to your parliamentary duties ; 
and, — oh, Henry, be sure that you see Cartwright th« den* 
tist as soon as possible. 
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I intend hastening to London three weeks earlier than I had 
intended, in order to be usefnl to yon. I have written already 
to dear Lady Roeeville, begging her to introdtice yon at Lady 

C 's and Lady : the only places worth going to at 

present. They tell me there is a horrid, vulgar, ignorant book 

come oat about . As you ought to be well versed in 

modem literature, I hope you will read it, and give me your 
opinion. Adieu, my dear Henry, ever your affectionate 
mother, 

Frances Pblham. 

I was still at my solitary dinner when the following 
note was brought me from Lady Eoseville : — 

Dear Mb. Pblham, — Lady Frances wishes Lady G 

to be made acquainted with you : this is her night, and 1 
therefore enclose you a card. As I dine at — — House, I 
shall have an opportunity of making your 4loge before your 
aiiivaL 

Yonis sinceielyi 

0. ROBEVILLB. 

I wonder, thought I, as I made my toilet, whether or 
not Lady Eoseville is enamored of her new correspon- 
dent? I went very early, and before I retired, my vanity 
was undeceived. Lady Eoseville was playing at ecarte 
when I entered. She beckoned to me to approach. I 
did. Her antagonist was Mr. Bedford, a natural son of 
the Duke of Shrewsbury, and one of the best-natured 
and best-looking dandies about town: there was, of 
course, a great crowd round the table. Lady Eroseville 
played incomparably; bets were high in her favor. 
Suddenly her countenance changed ; her hand trembled, 
— her presence of mind forsook her. She lost the 
game. I looked up and saw just opposite to her, but 
apparently quite careless and unmoved, Reginald Glan- 
ville. We had only time to exchange nods, for Lady 
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Boeeville rose from the table, took my arm, and walked 
to the other end of the room in order to introduce me to 
my hostess. 

I spoke to her a few words, bnt she was absent and 
inattentive; my penetration required no farther proof 
to convince me that she was not wholly insensible to the 

attractions of Glanville. Lady was as civil and 

silly as the generality of Lady Blanks are ; and feeling 
very much bored, I soon retired to an obscurer comer of 
the room. Here Glanville joined me. 

''It is but seldom," said he, "that I come to these 
places; to-night my sister persuaded me to venture 
forth." 

"Is she here?" saidL 

" She is," answered he; "she has just gone into the 
refreshment-room with my mother; and when she returns 
I will introduce you." 

While Glanville was yet speaking, three middle-aged 
ladies, who had been talking together with great vehe- 
mence for the last ten minutes, approached us. 

* Which is he ? — which is he ? " said two of them, in 
no inaudible accents. 

** This," replied the third; and, coming up to Glan- 
ville, she addressed him, to my great astonishment, in 
terms of the most hyperbolical panegyric. 

* Your work is wonderful! wonderful! " said she. 
" Oh, quite, — quite! " echoed the other two. 

"I can't say," recommenced the CoryphcBa, ''that 1 
like the moral, — at least not quite; no, not quite." 

" l^ot quite," repeated her coadjutrices. 

Glanville drew himself up with his most stately air, 
and after three profound bows, accompanied by a smile 
of the most unequivocal contempt, he turned on his heel 
and sauntered away. 
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** Did joui grace ever see such a bear? " said one of 
the echoes. 

" Never,'* said the duchess, with a mortified air; ** but 
I will have him jet. How handsome he is for an 
author?" 

I was descending the stairs in the last state of ennui, 
when Glanville laid his hand on my shoulder. 

" Shall I take you home 9 " said he ; ''my carriage has 
just drawn up. " 

I was too«glad to answer in the affirmative. 

** How long have you been an author? " said I, when 
we were seated in Glanville's carriage. 

*' Not many days/' he replied. " I have tried one 
resource after another; all, — all in vain. Oh, God! 
that for me there could exist such a blessing as fiction ! 
Must I be ever the martyr of one burning, lasting, 
indelible truth!*' 

Glanville uttered these words with a peculiar wild- 
ness and energy of tone: he then paused abruptly for a 
minute, and continued with an altered voice, — 

" Never, my dear Pelham, be tempted by any induce- 
ment into the pleasing errors of print: from that moment 
you are public property ; and the last monster at Exeter 
'Change has more liberty than you, — but here we are 
at Mivart's. Adieu, — I will call on you to-morrow, if 
my wretched state of health will allow me." 

And with these words we parted. 
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CHAPTER XLVn. 

Ambition is a lottery, where, however uneven the chuioes, there 
are some prizes ; but in disBipation, eoery one draws a blank. — 
Letters of Stephen Montague. 

The season was not far advanced before I grew heartily 
tired of what are nicknamed its gayeties; I shrank by 
rapid degrees into a yery small orbit^ from which I rarely 
moved. I had already established a certain reputation 
for eccentricity, fashion, and, to my great astonishment^ 
also for talent; and my pride was satisfied with finding 
myself universally run after, whilst I indulged my incli- 
nations by rendering myself universally scarce. I saw 
much of Vincent, whose varied acquirements and great 
talents became more and more perceptible, both as my 
own acquaintance with him increased, and as the politi- 
cal events, with which that year was pregnant^ called 
forth their exertion and display. I went occasionally to 
Lady Boseville's, and was always treated rather as a 
long-known friend than an ordinary acquaintance; nor 
did I undervalue this distinction, for it was part of her 
pride to render her house not only as splendid, but as 
agreeable, as her command over society enabled her to 
effect. 

At the House of Commons, my visits would have been 
duly paid, but for one trifling occurrence, upon which, as 
it is a very sore subject, I shall dwell as briefly as possi- 
ble. I had scarcely taken my seat, 'before I was forced 
to relinquish it. My unsuccessful opponent, Mr. Lufton, 
preferred a petition against me, for what he called undue 
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means. Heaven knows what he meant; I am sure the 
House did not, for they turned me out, and declared Mr, 
Lufton duly elected. 

Never was there such a commotion in the Glenmorris 
family hefore. My uncle was seized with the gout in 
his stomach, and my mother shut herself up with " Tre- 
maine " and one china monster for a whole week. As for 
me, though I writhed at heart, I hore the calamity phil- 
osophically enough in external appearance ; nor did I the 
less busy myself in political matters : with what address 
and success, good or bad, I endeavored to supply the loss 
of my parliamentary influence the reader wiU see, when 
it suits the plot of this history to touch upon such 
topics. 

Olanville I saw continually. When in tolerable 
spirits, he was an entertaining, though never a frank nor 
a communicative companion. His conversation then was 
lively, yet without wit, and sarcastic, though without 
bitterness. It abounded also in philosophical reflections 
and terse maxims, which always brought .improvement, 
or» at the worst, allowed discussion. He was a man of 
even vast powers, of deep thought, of luxuriant, though 
dark imagination, and of great miscellaneous, though 
perhaps ill-arranged, erudition. He was fond of para- 
doxes in reasoning, and supported them with a subtlety 
and strength of mind, which Vincent, who admired him 
greatly, told me he had never seen surpassed. He was 
subject, at times, to a gloom and despondency which 
seemed almost like aberration of intellect. At those 
hours he would remain perfectly silent, and apparently 
forgetful of my presence, and of every object around 
him. 

It was only then, when the play of his countenance 
was vanished, and his features were still and set, that 
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you saw in their full extent the dark and deep traces of 
premature decay. His cheek was hollow and hueless, 
his eye dim, and of that visionary and glassy aspect 
which is never seen but in great mental or bodily dis- 
ease, and which, according to the superstitions of some 
nations, implies a mysterious and unearthly communion 
of the soul with the beings of another world. From 
these trances he would' sometimes start abruptly, and 
renew any conversation broken off before, as if wholly 
unconscious of the length of his reverie. At others^ he 
would rise slowly from his seat and retire into his own 
apartment, from which he never emerged during the rest 
of the day, 

^ut the reader must bear in mind that there was 
nothing artificial or affected in his musings, of whatever 
complexion they might be; nothing like the dramatic 
brown studies, and quick starts, which young gentlemen, 
in love with Lara and Lord Byron, are apt to practise. 
There never, indeed, was a character that possessed less 
cant of any description. His work, which was a singu- 
lar, wild tale, — of mingled passion and reflection, — 
was, perhaps, of too original, certainly of too abstract a 
nature, to suit the ordinary novel readers of the day. It 
did not acquire popularity for itself, but it gained great 
reputation for the author. It also inspired every one 
who read it with a vague and indescribable interest to 
see and know the person who had composed so singular 
a work. 

This interest he was the first to laugh at^ and to dis- 
appoint. He shrank from all admiration and from all 
sympathy. At the moment when a crowd assembled 
round him, and every ear was bent to catch the words, 
which came alike from so beautiful a lip and so strange 
and imaginative a mind, it was bis pleasure to utter 
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some sentiment totally different from his written opin* 
ions, and utterly destnictiTe of the sensation he had 
excited. Bat it was very rarely that he exposed himself 
to these " trials of an author/' He went out little to 
any other house but Lady Eoseville's, and it was seldom 
more than once a week that he was seen even there. 
Lonely, and singular in mind and habits, he lived in the 
world like a person occupied by a separate object, and 
possessed of a separate existence from that of his fellow- 
beings. He was luxurious and splendid, beyond all 
men, in his habits, rather than his tastes. His table 
groaned beneath a weight of silver, too costly for the 
daily service even of a prince ; but he had no pleasure in 
surveying it. His wines and viands were of the most 
exquisite description ; but he scarcely tasted them. Yet, 
what may seem inconsistent, he was averse to all osten* 
tation and show in the eyes of others. He admitted very 
few into his society, — no one so intimately as myself. 
I never once saw more than three persons at his table. 
He seemed, in his taste for the arts, in his love of litera- 
ture, and his pursuit after fame, to be, as he himself 
said, eternally endeavoring to forget and eternally brought 
back to remembrance. 

" I pity that man even more than I admire him, " said 
Vincent to me, one night when we were walking home 
from Glanville's house. '*His is, indeed, the disease 
nulld medicabilis herbd. Whether it is the past or the 
present that afflicts him, — whether it is the memory of 
past evil, or the satiety of present good, he has taken to 
his heart the bitterest philosophy of life. He does not 
reject its blessings; he gathers them aroimd him, but as 
a stone gathers moss, — cold, hard, unsoftened by the 
freshness and the greenness which surround it. As a 
dide can only touch a circle in one placoi everything 
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that life presents to him — wherever it comes from, to 
whatever portion of his soul it is applied — can find hut 
one point of contact; and that is the soreness of affliction: 
whether it is the oblivio or the otium that he requires, he 
finds equally that he is forever in want of one treasure^ 
— * neqite gemmis neque purpurd venaJs nee autro,* " 
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CHAPTER XLVIIL 

Mon9, Jwrdain, fites-TOiui foa de Taller qaereller, —lid qui en- 
tend la tierce et la qnarte, et qui salt tner on homme par raieon 
d^moDstrative 1 

Le Afattre a Danser, Je me moqne de sa lalBon di^monstratiye, de 
8a tierce et de sa qnarte. — MoLikuB. 

^ Hollo, my good friend; how aie yoat D— d glad to 
flee you in England,** vociferated a loud, clear, good- 
humored voice, one cold morning, as I was shivering 
down Brook Street into Bond Street. I turned and he- 
held Lord Dartmore, of ** Bocher de Gancale " memory. 
I returned his greeting with the same cordiality with 
which it was given; and I was forthwith saddled with 
Dartmore's arm, and dragged up Bond Street, into that 
horough of all noisy, riotous, unrefined good fellows, 
ydeped 's HoteL 

Here we were soon plunged into a small, low apart- 
ment, which Dartmore informed me was his room, and 
which was crowded with a score of the most stalwart 
youths that I ever saw out of a marching regiment. 

Dartmore was still gloriously redolent of Oxford: his 
companions were all extracts from Ghristchurch ; and his 
favorite occupations were hoxing and hunting, — scenes 
at the Fives' Courts; nights in the Cider Cellar, and 
mornings at Bow Street. Figure to yourself a fitter 
companion for the hero and writer of these adventures! 
The tahle was covered with hoxing-gloves, single-sticks, 
two ponderous pair of dumh-heUs, a large pewter pot of 
porter, and four foils, — one snapped in the middle. 
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^WeU,** cried Daitmorei to two strapping youthsi 
witli their coats off, " which was the conqueror? " 

"Oh, it is not yet decided,'' was the answer; and 
forthwith the higger one hit the lesser a blow with his 
boxing-glove, heavy enough to have felled Ulysses, who, 
if I recollect aright, was rather " a game blood " in such 
encounters. 

This slight salute was forthwith the prelude to an en- 
counter, which the whole train crowded round to witness, 
— I, among the rest, pretending an equal ardor, and an 
equal interest, and hiding, like many persons in a similar 
predicament, a most trembling spirit beneath a most 
valorous exterior. 

When the match (which terminated in favor of the 
lesser champion) was over, ''Gome, Pelham," said Dart- 
more, " let me take up the gloves with youf " 

** You are too goodl " said I, for the first time uang 
my drawing-room drawL A wink and a grin went round 
the room. 

"Well, then, will you fence with Staunton, or play 
at single-stick with me f " said the short, thick, bullying, 
impudent, vulgar Earl of Calton. 

'' Why," answered I, " I am a poor hand at the foils, 
and a still worse at the sticks; but I have no objection 
to exchange a cut or two at the latter with Lord Calton." 

"No, no! " said the good-natured Dartmore, — "no! 
Calton is the best stick-player I ever knew ; " and then 
whispering me, he added, " and the hardest hitter, — 
and he never spares, either. " 

** Eeally,'' said I aloud, in my most affected tone, " it 
is a great pity, for I am excessively delicate; but as I 
said I would engage him, I don*t like to retract. Pray 
let me look at the hilt: I hope the basket is strong; I 
would not have my knuckles rapped for the world, — 
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now for it. I'm in a deuced fright, Dartmore;" and 
BO saying, and inwardly chuckling at the universal pleas- 
ure depicted in the countenances of Galton and the hy- 
standers, who were all rejoiced at the idea of the ** dandy 
beiag drubbed,'' I took the stick, and pretended great 
awkwardness and lack of grace in the position I chose. 

Calton placed himself in the most scientific attitude, 
assuming at the same time an air of hauteur and lum- 
ehalaneSf which seemed to call for the admiration it 
met. 

"Do we allow hard hitting 1" said I. 

"Oh! by all means," answered Calton, eagerly. 

"Well," said I, settling my own cJuipeau, "had not 
you better put on your hat ? " 

" Oh, no, " answered Calton, imperiously ; " I can take 
pretty good care of my head; " and with these words we 
commenced. 

I remained at first nearly upright, not availing myself 
in the least of my superiority in height, and only acting 
on the defensive. Calton played well enough for a gen- 
tleman; but he was no match for one who had, at the 
age of thirteen, beat the Life Guardsmen at Angelo's. 
Suddenly, when I had excited a general laugh at the 
clumsy success with which I warded off a most rapid at- 
tack of Calton's, I changed my position, and keeping 
Calton at arm's length till I had driven him towards a 
comer, I took advantage of a haughty imprudence on 
his part, and, by a common enough move in the game, 
drew back from a stroke aimed at my limbs, and suffered 
the whole weight of my weapon to fall so heavily upon 
his head, that I felled him to the ground in an instant. 

I was sorry for the severity of the stroke the moment 
after it was inflicted; but never was punishment more 
deserved. We picked up the discomfited hero, and 
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placed him on a chair to recover his senses; meanwhile 
I received the congratulations of the conclave with a 
frank alteration of manner which delighted them; and 
I found it impossible to get away till I had promised 
to dine with Dartmore, and spend the rest of the even- 
ing in the society of his friends. 
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CHAPTBE XLIX. 

Heroes mlschieyoiuly gaj, 
Iiordfl of the street and terrors of the mj, 
flushed as they are with folly, yoath, and wina 

Johsson's Londcn. 

Hoi, Novi hominem tanquam te,— hia humor is lofty, his dis- 
course peremptory, his tongue filed, his eye ambitious, his gait 
majestical, and his general bdiayior Yaiiiy ridiculous, and 
thrasonical — Shaksbfbabh. 

I WBKT a little after seven o'clock to keep my dinner 

engagement at 's; for very young men are seldom 

nnpnnctual at dinner. We sat down, six in number, 
to a repast at once incredibly bad and ridiculously 
extravagant: turtle without fat, venison without flavor, 
champagne with the taste of a gooseberry, and hock 
with the properties of a pomegranate. * Such is the 
constant habit of young men; they think anything 
expensive is necessarily good, and they purchase poi* 
eon at a dearer rate than the most medicine-loving 
hypochondriac in England. 

Of course, all the knot declared the dinner was 
superb; called in the master to eulogize him in per- 
son, and made him, to his infinite dismay, swallow a 
bumper of his own hock. Poor man! they mistook 
his reluctance for his diffidence, and forced him to 
wash it away in another potation. With many a wry 
face of grateful humility, he left the room, and we then 
proceeded to pass the bottle with the suicidal determina- 

1 Which is fMrf an astringent fruit. 
VOL I. -* 17 
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tion of defeated Romans. You may imagine that wt 
were not long in arriving at the devoutly-wished-for 
oonsummation of comfortable inebriety; and with our 
eyes reeling, our cheeks burning, and our brave spirits 
full ripe for a quarrel, we sallied out at eleven o'clock, 
vowing death, dread, and destruction to all the sober 
portion of his Majesty's subjects. 

We came to a dead halt in Arlington Street, which, 
as it was the quietest spot in the neighborhood, we 
deemed a fitting place for the arrangement of our forces. 
Bartmore, Staunton (a tall, thin, well -formed, silly 
youth), and myself marched first, and the remaining 
three followed. We gave each otlier the most judi- 
cious admonitions as to the propriety of conduct, and 
then, with a shout that alarmed the whole street, we 
renewed our way. We passed on safely enough till we 
got to Charing Cross, having only been thrice upbraided 
by the watchmen, and once threatened by two carmen 
of prodigious size, to whose wives or sweethearts we 
had, to our infinite peril, made some gentle overtures. 
When, however, we had just passed the Opera Colon- 
nade, we were accosted by a bevy of buxom Cyprians, 
as merry and as drunk as ourselves. We halted for a 
few minutes in the midst of the kennel, to confabulate 
with our new friends, and a very amicable and intel- 
lectual conversation ensued. Dartmore was an adept in 
the art of slang, and he found himself fairly matched 
by more than one of the fair and gentle creatures by 
whom we were surrounded. Just, however, as we were 
all in high glee, Staunton made a trifling discovery, 
which turned the merriment of the whole scene into 
strife, war, and confusion. A bouncing lass, whose 
hands were as ready as her charms, had quietly helped 
herself to a watch which Staunton wore, h la mode^ 
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in his waistcoat pocket. Drunken as the youth was at 
that time, and dull as he was at all others, he was not 
without the instinctive penetration with which all hu- 
man hipeds watch over their individual goods and chat- 
tels. He sprang aside from the endearments of the 
syren, grasped her arm, and in a voice of querulous 
indignation, accused her of the theft. 

*' Then rose the cry of women, — shrill 
As shriek of goshawk on the hilL" 

Never were my ears so stunned. The angiy authors 
in the adventures of Gil Bias were nothing to the dis- 
putants in the kennel at Charing Cross; we rowed, 
swore, slanged, with a Christian meekness and forbear- 
ance which would have rejoiced Mr. Wilberforce to the 
heart, and we were already preparing ourselves for a 
more striking engagement, when we were most unwel- 
comely interrupted by the presence of three watchmen. 

" Take away this — this — d— d woman," hiccoughed 
out Staunton; "she has sto-len (hiccough) *— my — 
watch (hiccough) — " 

" No such thing, watchman," hallooed out the ac- 
cused, ** the b counter-skipper never had any 
watch! he only filched a twopenny-halfpenny gilt 
chain out of his master, Levy, the pawnbroker's win- 
dow, and stuck it in his eel-skin to make a show: ye 
did, ye pitiful, lanky -chopped son of a dog-fish, ye 
did!" 

^ Come, come," said the watchman, " move on, move 
on." 

*You be d— <i for a Charley!" said one of our 
gang. 

''Ho! ho! master jackanapes, I shall give you a 
cooling in the watch-house if you tips us any of your 



Digitized by 



Google 



260 PELUAM; OB, 

jaw. I daresay the young ^aman here is quite right 
about ye, and ye never had any watch at all, at all.** 

" You are a liar! '' cried Staunton: ^ and you are all 
in with each other like a pack of rogues as you are. *' 

''I'll tell you what, young gemman," said another 
watchman,^ who was a more potent, grave, and reverend 
signor than his comrades, "if you do not move on 
instantly and let these decent young 'o??t6» alone, I '11 
take you all up before Sir Richard." 

"Charley, my boy," said Dartmore, "did you ever 
get thrashed for impertinence % " 

The last-mentioned watchman took upon himself the 
reply to this interrogatory by a very summary proceed- 
ing: he collared Dartmore, and his companions did the 
same kind office to us. This action was not committed 
with impunity: in an instant two of the moon's min- 
ions, staffs, lanterns, and all, were measuring their 
length at the foot of their namesake of royal mem- 
ory; the remaining Dogberry was, however, a tougher 
assailant; he held Staunton so firmly in his gripe, that 
the poor youth could scarcely breathe out a faint and 
feeble '' d — ye" of defiance, and with his disengaged 
hand he made such an admirable use of his rattle, that 
we were surroimded in a trice. 

As when an ant-hill is invaded from every quarter 
and crevice of the mound arise and pour out an angry 
host, of whose previous existence the unwary assailant 
had not dreamed; so from every lane, and alley , and 
street, and crossing, came fast and far the champions of 
the night. 

"Gentlemen," said Dartmore, **we must fly; aauve 
qui petU." We wanted no stronger admonition, and 

1 The reader will remember that this work was written before 
the institiition of the New Police. 
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accordingly, all of us who were able, set off with thft 
utmost velocity with which God had gifted us. I have 
some faint recollection that I myself headed the flight. 
I remember well that I dashed up the Strand, and dashed 
down a singular little shed, from which emanated the 
steam of tea, and a sharp querulous scream of " All hot, 
— all hot; a penny a pint." I see, now, by the dim 
light of retrospection, a vision of an old woman in the 
kennel, and a pewter pot of mysterious ingredients pre* 
cipitated into a greengrocer's shop, "te virides inter 
lauros" as Vincent would have said. On we went, 
faster and faster, as the rattle rang in our ears and the 
tramp of the enemy echoed after us in hot pursuit. 

"The devil take the hindmost," said Dartmore, 
breathlessly (as he kept up with me). 

"The watchman has saved his Majesty the trouble," 
answered I, looking back and seeing one of our friends 
in the clutch of the pursuers. 

* On, on! " was Dartmore's only reply. 

At last, after innumerable perils, and various im- 
mersements into back passages, and courts, and alleys, 
which, like the chicaneries of law, preserved and be- 
friended us, in spite of all the efforts of justice, we fairly 
found ourselves in safety in the midst of a great square. 

Here we paused, and, after ascertaining our individual 
safeties, we looked round to ascertain the sum total of 
the general loss. Alas! we were woefully shorn of our 
beams, — we were reduced one-half: only three out of 
the six survived the conflict and the flight. 

" Half," said the companion of Dartmore and myself, 
whose name was Tringle, and who was a dabbler in 
science, of which he was not a little vain, " half is 
less worthy than the whole; but the half is more 
worthy than nonentity/' 
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"An axiom," said I, "not to be disputed; but now 
that we are safe, and have time to think about it, aie 
you not slightly of opinion that we behaved somewhat 
scurvily to our better half, in leaving it so quietly in 
the hands of the Philistines ? " 

" By no means/' answered Dartmore. ** In a party 
whose members make no pretensions to sobriety, it 
would be too hard to expect that persons who are 
scarcely capable of taking care of themselves, should 
take care of other people. No; we have in ail these 
exploits only the one maxim of self-preservation." 

" Allow me," said Tringle, seizing me by the coat, 
" to explain it to you on scientific principles. You will 
find, in hydrostatics, that the attraction of cohesion is 
far less powerful in fluids than in solids, — namely, that 
persons who have been converting their ' solid flesh ' into 
wine-skins, cannot stick so close to one another as when 
they are sober." 

"Bravo, Tringle!" cried Dartmore; "and now, Pel- 
ham, I hope your delicate scruples are, after so lumi- 
nous an eclaircissementf set at rest forever. " 

" You have convinced me," said I: " let us leave the 
unfortunates to their fate and Sir Richard; what is now 
to be done?" 

"Why, in the flrst place," answered Dartmore, "let 
us reconnoitre. Does any one know this spot ? " 

"Not I," said both of us. We inquired of an old 
fellow, who was tottering home under the same Bac- 
chanalian auspices as ourselves, and found we were in 
Lincoln's Inn Fields. 

" Which shall we dol " asked I, " stroll home; or pa- 
rade the streets, visit the Cider Cellar, ana the Finish, 
and kiss the first lass we meet in the morning bringing 
her charms and carrots to Co vent Gktrden Market f " 
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"The latter," cried Dartmore and Tringle, ** without 
doubt." 

"Gome, then,'' said I, "let us investigate Holbom, 
and dip into St. Giles's, and then find our way into 
some more known comer of the globe." 

" Amen ! " said Dartmore, and accordingly we renewed 
our march. We wound along a narrow lane, tolerably 
well known, I imagine, to the gentlemen of the quill, 
and entered Holbom. There was a beautiful, still 
moon above us, which cast its light over a drowsy 
stand of hackney coaches, and shed a " silver sadness " 
over the thin visages and sombre vestments of two 
guardians of the night, who regarded us, we thought, 
with a very ominous aspect of suspicion. 

We strolled along, leisurely enough, till we were 
intermpted by a miserable-looking crowd, assembled 
round a dull, dingy, melancholy shop, from which 
gleamed a solitary candle, whose long, spinster-like 
wick was flirting away with an east wind at a most 
unconscionable rate. Upon the haggard and worn 
countenances of the bystanders was depicted one gen- 
eral and sympathizing expression of eager, envious, 
wistful anxiety, which predominated so far over the 
various characters of each, as to communicate some- 
thing of a likeness to all. It was an impress of such 
a seal as you might imagine, not the arch-fiend, but one 
of his subordinate shepherds, would have set upon each 
of his flock. 

Amid this crowd I recognized more than one face 
which I had often seen in my equestrian lounges 
through town, peering from the shoulders of some 
intrusive, ragamuffin, wagesless lackey, and squealing 
out of its wretched, unpampered mouth, the everlast- 
ing query of " Want your 'oss held, sir ? " The rest 
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were made up of unfortunate women of the vilest and 
most ragged description; aged itinerants, with features 
seared with famine, bleared eyes, dropping jaws, shiver- 
ing limbs, and all the mortal signs of hopeless and aid- 
less, and, worst of all, breadless infirmity. Here and 
there an Irish accent broke out in the oaths of national 
impatience, and was answered by the shrill, broken 
voice of some decrepit but indefatigable votaries of 
pleasure — {Pleasure!)^ but the chief character of l^e 
meeting was silence y — silence, eager, heavy, engross- 
ing; and, above them all, shone out the quiet moon, 
so calm, so holy, so breathing of still happiness and 
unpolluted glory, as if it never looked upon the traces 
of human passion, and misery, and sin. We stood for 
some moments contemplating the group before us, and 
then, following the steps of an old, withered crone, who, 
with a cracked cup in her hand, was pushing her way 
through the throng, we found ourselves in that dreary 
pandemonium, at once the origin and the refuge of 
humble vices, — a gin-shop. 

" Poor devils," said Dartmore, to two or three of the 
nearest and eagerest among the crowd, '' come in, and I 
will treat you." 

The invitation was received with a promptness which 
must have been the most gratifying compliment to the 
inviter; and thus Want, which is the mother of Inven- 
tion, does not object, now and then, to a bantling by 
Politeness. 

We stood by the counter while our protigia were 
served, in silent observation. In low vice, to me, there 
is always something too gloomy, almost too fearful for 
light mirth; the contortions of the madman are stronger 
than those of the fool, but one does not laugh at them: 
the sympathy is for the cause, — not the effect. 
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Leaning against the counter at one comer, and fixing 
luB eyes deliberately and unmovingly upon us, was a 
man about the age of fifty, dressed in a costume of 
singular fashion, apparently pretending to an antiquity 
of taste correspondent with that of the material. This 
person wore a large cocked-hat, set rather jauntily on 
one side, and a black coat, which seemed an omnium 
gatherum of all abominations that had come in its way 
for the last ten years, and which appeared to advance 
equal claims (from the manner it was made and worn) 
to the several dignities of the art military and civil, the 
arma and the toga : — from the neck of the wearer hung 
a blue ribbon of amazing breadth, and of a very surpris- 
ing assumption of newness and splendor, by no means in 
harmony with the other parts of the tout ensemble ; this 
was the guardian of an eye-glass of block tin, and of 
dimensions correspondent with the size of the ribbon. 
Stuck under the right arm, and shaped fearfully like a 
sword, peeped out the hilt of a very large and sturdy- 
looking stick, " in war a weapon, in peace a support." 

The features of the man were in keeping with his 
garb; they betokened an equal mixture of the traces of 
poverty, and the assumption of the dignities reminis- 
cent of a better day. Two small, light-blue eyes were 
shaded by bushy and rather imperious brows, which 
lowered from under the hat, like Cerberus out of his 
den. These, at present, wore the dull, fixed stare of 
habitual intoxication, though we were not long in dis- 
covering that they had not yet forgotten to sparkle with 
all the quickness, and more than the roguery, of youth. 
His nose was large, prominent, and aristocratic; nor 
would it have been ill-formed, had not some unknown 
cause pushed it a little nearer towards the left ear than 
would have been thought, by an equitable judge of 
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beauty, fair to the pretensions of the right. The lines 
in the countenance were marked as if in iron, and, had 
the face been perfectly composed, must have given to it 
a remarkably stem and sinister appearance ; but at that 
moment there was an arch leer about the mouth, which 
softened, or at least altered, the expression l^e features 
habitually wore. 

"Sir," said he (after a few minutes of silence), — 
"sir," said he, approaching me, "will you do me the 
honor to take a pinch of snuff 1 " and so saying, he 
tapped a curious copper box, with a picture of his late 
Majesty upon it. 

"With great pleasure," answered I, bowing low, 
'^ since the act is a prelude to the pleasure of your 
acquaintance. " 

My gentleman of the gin-shop opened his box with 
an air, as he replied, " It is but seldom that I meet, in 
places of this description, gentlemen of the exterior of 
yourself and your friends. I am not a person very easily 
deceived by the outward man. Horace, sir, could not 
have included me when he said specie decipimur, I 
perceive that you are surprised at hearing me quote 
Latin. Alas ! sir, in my wandering and various manner 
of life I may say, with Cicero and Pliny, that the study 
of letters has proved my greatest consolation. ' Oaudium 
mihiy says the latter author, ^et solatium in Uteris : ni- 
hil tam IcBtum qtiod his non icetius, nihil tarn triste 
quod non per has sit minus triste — ' G — d d — n ye, 
you scoundrel, give me my gin! aren't you ashamed of 
keeping a gentleman of my fashion so long waiting t ** 

This was said to the sleepy dispenser of the spirituous 
potations, who looked up for a moment with a dull stare, 
and then replied, ** Your money first, Mr. Grordon, — you 
owe us sevenpence halfpenny already." 
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" Blood and confusion ! speakest thou to me of half- 
pence! Know that thou art a mercenary varlet; yes, 
knave, mark that, a mercenary varlet." The sleepy 
Ganymede replied not, and the wrath of Mr. Gordon 
suhsided into a low, interrupted, internal muttering of 
strange oaths, which rolled and grumbled, and rattled 
in his throat, like distant thunder. 

At length he cheered up a little, "Sir," said he, 
addressing Dartmore, " it is a sad thing to be dependent 
on these low persons ; the wise among the ancients were 
never so wronged as when they panegyrized poverty : it 
is the wicked man's tempter, the good man's perdition, 
the proud man's curse, the melancholy man's halter," 

" You are a strange old cock," said the unsophisti- 
cated Dartmore, eying him from head to foot; " there 's 
half-a-sovereign for you." 

The blunt, blue eyes of Mr. Gordon sharpened up in 
an instant; he seized the treasure with an avidity of 
which, the minute after, he seemed somewhat ashamed; 
for he said, playing with the coin in an idle, indifferent 
manner, " Sir, you show a consideration, and, let me add, 
sir, a delicacy of feeling, unusual at your years. Sir, I 
shall repay you at my earliest leisure, and in the mean- 
while allow me to say, that I shall be proud of the honor 
of your acquaintance. " 

" Thank ye, old boy," said Dartmore, putting on his 
glove before he accepted the offered hand of his new 
friend, which, though it was tendered with great grace 
and dignity, was of a marvellously dingy and soapless 
aspect. 

" Hark ye, you d — d son of a gun I " cried Mr. Gordon, 
abruptly turning from Dartmore, after a hearty shake of 
the hand, to the man at the counter, — '' hark ye I give 
me change for this half-sovereign, and be d — *d to 
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you: and then tip us a double gill of your best; you 
wbey-faced, liver-drenched, pence-griping, belly-grip- 
ing, pauper-cheating, sleepy -souled Arismanes of bad 
spirits. Come, gentlemen, if you have nothing better 
to do, I '11 take you to my club: we are a rare knot of 
us, there, — all choice spirits ; some of them are a little 
uncouth, it is true, but we are not all bom Chesterfields. 
Sir, allow me to ask the favor of your name ? " 

"Dartmore." 

''Mr. Dartmore, you are a gentleman. Hallo! you 
Liquorpond-street of a scoundrel, — having nothing of 
liquor but the name, you narrow, nasty, pitiful alley 
of a fellow, with a kennel for a body, and a sink for a 
soul; give me my change and my gin, you scoundrel! 
Humph, is that all right, you Procrustes of the coun- 
ter, chopping our lawful appetites down to your rascally 
standard of sevenpence halfpenny t Why don't you take 
a motto, you Paynim dogt Here's one for you, — 
* Measure for measure, and the devil to pay! ' Humph, 
you pitiful toadstool of a trader, you have no more spirit 
than an empty water-bottle; and when you go to h — 11, 
they '11 use you to cool the bellows. I say, you rascal, 
why are you worse off than the devil in a hipbath of 
brimstone ? — because, you knave, the devil then would 
only be half d— d, and you're d— d all over! — Come, 
gentlemen, I am at your service." 
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CHAPTEB L. 

The Ustoiy of a philosophical vagabond^ pnisning noyeltj, and 
losing content. — Vicar of Wakefield, 

We followed our stiange friend through the crowd at 
the door, which he elbowed on either side with the most 
aristocratic disdain, perfectly regardless of their jokes at 
his dress and manner; he no sooner got through the 
throng, than he stopped short (though in the midst of 
the kennel) and offered us his arm. This was an honor 
of which we were by no means desirous; for, to say noth- 
ing of the shabbiness of Mr. Gordon's exterior, there 
was a certain odor in his garments which was possibly 
less displeasing to the wearer than to his acquaintance. 
Accordingly, we pretended not to notice this invitation, 
and merely said we would follow his guidance. 

He turned up a narrow street, and after passing some 
of the most ill-favored alleys I ever had the happiness of 
beholding, he stopped at a low door; here he knocked 
twice, and was at last admitted by a slip-shod, yawning 
wench, with red arms and a profusion of sandy hair. 
This Hebe, Mr. Gordon greeted with a loving kiss, 
which the kissee resented in a very unequivocal strain of 
disgustful reproach. 

"Hush! my Queen of Clubs ; my Sultana Sootina!" 
said Mr. Gordon; ''hush! or these gentlemen will think 
you in earnest. I have brought three new customers to 
the club." 

This speech somewhat softened the incensed Houri of 
Mr. Gordon's Paradise, and she very civilly asked us to 
enter. 
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" Stop! ** said Mr. Gcordon, with an air of importanod, 
" I must just step in and ask the gentlemen to acUnit you, 
— merely a form, for a word from me will be quite suffi- 
cient." And so saying, he vanished for about five 
minutes. On his return, he said, with a cheerful coun- 
tenance, that we were free of the house, but that we 
must pay a shilling each as the customary fee. This 
sum was soon collected, and quietly inserted in the waist- 
coat pocket of our chaperon, who then conducted us up 
the passage into a small, back room, where were sitting 
about seven or eight men, enveloped in smoke and moist- 
ening the fever of the Yiiginian plant with various prepa- 
rations of malt. On entering, I observed Mr. Gordon 
deposit, at a sort of bar, the sum of threepence, by which 
I shrewdly surmised he had gained the sum of two and 
ninepence by our admission. With a very arrogant air, 
he proceeded to the head of the table, sat himself down 
with a swagger, and called out, like a lusty roisterer of 
the true kidney, for a pint of purl and a pipe. Not to 
be out of fashion, we ordered the same articles of 
luxury. 

After we had all commenced a couple of pufiGs at our 
pipes, I looked round at our fellow-guests: they seemed 
in a very poor state of body, as might naturally be sup- 
posed ; and in order to ascertain how far the condition of 
the mind was suited to that of the frame, I turned round 
to Mr. Gordon, and asked him in a whisper to give us a 
few hints as to the genus and characteristics of the indi- 
vidual components of his club. Mr. Gordon declared 
himself delighted with the proposal, and we all adjourned 
to a separate table at the comer of the room, where Mr. 
Gordon, after a deep draught at the purl, thus began: 

"You observe yon thin, meagre, cadaverous Rninn^lj 
with rather an intelligent and melancholy expression of 
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countenance, — his name is Cliitterling Crabtree: his 
father was an eminent coal merchant, and left him 
£10,000. Crabtree turned politician. When fate wishes 
to ruin a man of moderate abilities and moderate fortune, 
she makes him an orator. Mr. Chitterling Crabtree at- 
tended all the meetings at the Crown and Anchor; 
subscribed to the aid of the suffering friends of freedom; 
harangued, argued, sweated, wrote; was fined and im- 
prisoned; regained his liberty, and married; his wife 
loved a community of goods no less than her spouse, and 
ran off with one citizen, while he was running on to the 
others. Chitterling dried his tears, and contented him- 
self with the reflection, that * in a proper state of things, ' 
such an event could not have occurred. 

" Mr. Crabtree's money and life were now half gone. 
One does not subscribe to the friends of freedom and 
spout at their dinners for nothing. But the worst drop 
was yet in the cup. An undertaking of the most spirited 
and promising nature was conceived by the chief of the 
friends, and the dearest familiar of Mr. Chitterling Crab- 
tree. Our worthy embarked his fortune in a speculation 
so certain of success, — crash went the speculation, and 
off went the friend ; Mr. Crabtree was ruined. He was 
not, however, a man to despair at trifles. What were 
bread, meat, and beer to the champion of equality! He 
went to the meeting that very night: he said he gloried 
in his losses, — they were for the cause; the whole con- 
clave rang with shouts of applause, and Mr. Chitterling 
Crabtree went to bed happier than ever. I need not 
pursue his history farther; you see him here, — verbum 
sat. He spouts at the < Ciceronian,' for half-a-crown a 
nighty and to this day subscribes sixpence a week to 
the cause of liberty and enlightenment all over the 
world.'" 
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''By Heavenl ** <aied Darfcmore, ''he ia a fine fellow, 
and my father shall do something for him.'' 

Qordon pricked up his ears, and continued, "INTow 
for the second person, gentlemen, whom I am about 
to describe to you. You see that middle-sized, stout 
man, with a dight squint^ and a restless, lowering, 
cunning expression f" 

"What! him in the kerseymere breeches and green 
jacket?" said I. 

"The same," answered (Gordon. "His real name, 
when he does not travel with an aluts, is Job Jonson. 
He is one of the most remarkable rogues in Christen- 
dom; he is so noted a cheat, that there is not a pick« 
pocket in England who would keep company with him 
if he had anything to lose. He was the favorite of 
his father, who intended to leave him all his fortune, 
which was tolerably large. He robbed him one day on 
the high-road: his father discovered it and disinherited 
him. He was placed at a merchant's office, and rose, 
step by step, to be head clerk, and intended son-in-law. 
Three nights before his marriage, he broke open the till, 
a4d was turned out of doors the next morning. If you 
w^re going to do him the greatest favor in the world, he 
cquld not keep his hands out of your pocket till you had 
done it. In short, he has rogued himself out of a dozen 
fottunes and a hundred friends, and managed, with 
incredible dexterity and success, to cheat himself into 
beggary and a pot of beer." 

" I beg your pardon, " said I, " but I think a sketch 
of your own life must be more amusing than that of any 
one else: am I impertinent in asking for Hi " 

"Not at all," replied Mr. Gordon; "you shall have 
it in as few words as possible. 

"I was bom a gentleman, and educated with some 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADVENTURES OF A GENTLEMAN. 273 

pains; they told me I was a genius, and it was not very 
haid to persuade me of the truth of the assertion. I 
wrote verses to a wonder; robbed orchards according 
to military tactics; never played at marbles without 
explaining to my competitors the theory of attraction, 
— and was the best informed, most mischievous little 
rascal in the whole school. My family were in great 
doubt what to do with so prodigious a wonder: one 
said the law, another the church, a third talked of 
diplomacy, and a fourth assured my mother, that if I 
could but be introduced at court, I should be lord 
chamberlain in a twelvemonth. While my friends 
were deliberating, I took the liberty of deciding; I 
enlisted, in a fit of loyal valor, in a marching regiment; 
my friends made the best of a bad job, and bought me 
an ensigncy. 

" I recollect I read Plato the night before I went to 
battle; the next morning they told me I ran away, I 
am sure it was a malicious invention; for if I had, I 
should have recollected it, — whereas, I was in such a 
confusion that I cannot remember a single thing that 
happened in the whole course of that day. About six 
months afterwards I foimd myself out of the army and 
in jail; and no sooner had my relations released me 
from the latter predicament than I set off on my 
travels. At Dublin I lost my heart to a rich widow 
(as I thought); I married her, and found her as poor 
as myself. Heaven knows what would have become 
of me if I had not taken to drinking-, my wife scorned 
to be outdone by me in anything; she followed my 
example, and at the end of a year I followed her to 
the grave. Since then I have taken warning, and 
been scrupulously sober. Betty, my love, another 
pint of purl. 

VOL. I. — 18 
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" I waa now once more a free man in the prime of 
my life; handsome, as you see, gentlemen, and with 
the strength and spirit of a young Hercules. Accord- 
ingly, I dried my tears, turned marker by night at a 
gambling-house, and buck by day, in Bond Street (for 
I returned to London). I remember well one morn- 
ing, that his present Majesty was pleased, en passanty 
to admire my buckskins, — tempora mutatUur. Well, 
gentlemen, one night at a brawl in our salony my nose 
met with a rude hint to move to the right. I went in 
a great panic to the surgeon, who mended the matter 
by moving it to the left. There, thank God! it has 
rested in quiet ever since. It is needless to tell you 
the nature of the quarrel in which this accident oc- 
curred; however, my friends thought it necessary to 
remove me from the situation I then held. I went 
once more to Ireland, and was introduced to *a friend 
of freedom.' I was poor; that circumstance is quite 
enough to make a patriot. They sent me to Paris on 
a secret mission, and, when I returned, my friends were 
in prison. Being always of a free disposition, I did 
not envy them their situation: accordingly I returned 
to England. Halting at Liverpool, with a most debilir 
tated purse, I went into a silversmith's shop to brace 
it, and about six months afterwards I found myself on 
a marine excursion to Botany Bay. On my return 
from that country I resolved to turn my literary 
talents to accoimt. I went to Cambridge, wrote de- 
clamations, and translated Virgil at so much a sheet 
My relations (thanks to my letters, neither few nor far 
between) soon found me out; they allowed me (they 
do so still) half-a-guinea a week; and upon this and 
my declamations I manage to exist. Ever since, my 
chief residence has been at Cambridge. I am a uni- 
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versal favorite with both graduates and under-graduates. 
I have reformed my life and my manners^ and have 
become the quiet, orderly person you behold me. Age 
tames the fiercest of us, — 

' Non sum qualis eram/ 

" Betty, bring me my purl, and be d — d to you. 

'' It is now vacation time, and I have come to town 
with the idea of holding lectures on the state of educa- 
tion. Mr. Dartmore, your health. Gentlemen, yours. 
My story is done, — and I hope you will pay for the 
purl."i 

1 Poor Jemmy Gordon, — thon art no more 1 The stonee of Cam- 
bridge no longer prate of thy whereabout I Death hath removed 
thee, — may it not be to that bonme where alone thy oaths can be 
outdone I He was indeed a singular character, that Jemmy Gor- 
don, as many a generation of Cantabs can attest I — his long stick 
and his cocked hat ; and his tattered Lucretius, and his mighty 
eye-glass, — how familiarly do they Intermingle with our recolleo- 
tions of Trinity and of Trumpington Streets 1 If I have rightly 
heard, his death was the consequence of a fractured Umb. Laid by 
the leg in a lofty attic, his spirit was not tamed : the noises he 
made were astounding to the last. The grim foe carried liim off in 
a whirlwind of slang ! I do not say, " Peace to his manes," for 
quiet would be the worst hell that could await him : and heaven 
itself would be torture to Jenuny Gordon if he were not allowed to 
swear in it 1 Noisiest of reprobates, fare thee well I — H* P. 
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CHAPTER LI. 

I hate m drunken logne. — Twelfth NigfU. 

We took an afifectionate leave of Mr. Gordon, and found 
ourselves once more in the open air; the smoke and the 
purl had contributed greatly to the continuance of our 
inebriety, and we were as much averse to bed as ever. 
We conveyed ourselves, laughing and rioting all the 
way, to a stand of hackney-coaches. We entered the 
head of the flock, and drove to Piccadilly. It set us 
down at the comer of the Haymarket. 

" Past two! " cried the watchman, as we sauntered by 
him. 

** You lie, you rascal ! " said I, ** you have passed three 
now." 

We were all merry enough to laugh at this sally ; and 
seeing a light gleam from the entrance of the Royal 
Saloon, we knocked at the door, and it was opened unto 
us. We sat down at the only spare table in the place, 
and looked round at the smug and varmint citizens with 
whom the room was filled. 

"Hollo, waiter!" cried Tringle, "some red wine- 
negus. I know not why it is, but the devil himself 
could never cure me of thirst. Wine and I have a most 
chemical attraction for each other. You know that we 
always estimate the force of attraction between bodies 
by the force required to separate them! " 

While we were all three as noisy and nonsensical as 
our best friends could have wished us, a new stranger 
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entered, approciched, looked round the room for a seat, 
and seeing none, walked leisurely up to our table and 
accosted me with a — " Ha! Mr. Felham, how d' ye do? 
Well met; by your leave I will sip my grog at your 
table. No offence I hope, — more the merrier, eh? 
Waiter, a glass of hot brandy -and- water, — not too 
weak. D'ye hear?" 

Need I say that this pithy and pretty address pro- 
ceeded from the mouth of Mr. Tom Thornton ? He was 
somewhat more than half drunk, and his light prying 
eyes twinkled dizzily in his head. Dartmore, who was, 
and is, the best-natured fellow alive, hailed the signs of 
his intoxication as a sort of freemasonry, and made way 
for him beside himself. I could not help remarking 
that Thornton seemed singularly less sleek than hereto- 
fore: his coat was out at the elbows; his linen was torn 
and soiled ; there was not a vestige of the vulgar spruce- 
ness about him which was formerly one of his most 
prominent characteristics. He had also lost a great deal 
of the florid health formerly visible in his face; his 
cheeks seemed sunk and haggard, his eyes hollow, and 
his complexion sallow and squalid, in spite of the flush 
which intemperance spread over it at the moment. 
However, he was in high spirits, and soon made him- 
self so entertaining, that Dartmore and Tringle grew 
charmed with him. 

As for me, the antipathy I had to the man sobered 
and silenced me for the rest of the night; and finding 
that Dartmore and his friend were eager for an intro- 
duction to some female friends of Thornton's, whom he 
mentioned in terms of high praise, I tore myself from 
them, and made the best of my way home. 
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CHAPTER LIL 

BH mon giayis incnbat 
Qui, notnfl niinis omnibiu, 
IgnotoB moritnr sibi. — SsinsoA. 

Nous aeroiiB par nos lob lee joges dee oavngee. 

Le$ Femwtes SaoatiitL 

Whilst we do speak, our fire 
Doth into ice expire ; 
Flamee turn to frost. 
And, ere we can 
Know how onr crow tarns swan. 
Or how a silver snow 
Springs there, where jet did grow. 
Our fading spring is in doll winter lost 

Jaspsr ICathb. 

Vincent called on me the next day. " I have news for 
you," said he, " though somewhat of a lugubrious nature. 
Lugete Veneres Cupid inesque / You remember the 
Duchesse de Perpignan?" 

** I should think so," was my answer. 

"Well, then," pursued Vincent, "she is no more. 
Her death was worthy of her life. She was to giye a 
brilliant entertainment to all the foreigners at Paris: 
the day before it took place, a dreadful eruption broke 
out on her complexion. She sent for the doctors in 
despair. ' Cure me against to-morrow,' she said, 'and 
name your own reward. ' ^ Madame, it is impossible to 
do so with safety to your health.' * Au diahle with 
your health I ' said the duchesse; ' what is health to an 
eruption)' The doctors took the hint; an external 
application was used, — the duchesse woke in the mom- 
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ing as beautiful as ever; the entertainment took place; 
ihe was the Armida of the scene. Supper was an- 
nounced. She took the arm of the ambassador, 

and moved through the crowd amidst the audible ad- 
miration of all. She stopped for a moment at the door; 
all eyes were upon her. A fearful and ghastly convul- 
sion passed over her countenance, her lips trembled, she 
fell on the ground with the most terrible contortions of 
face and frame. They carried her to bed. She re- 
mained for some days insensible; when she recovered, 
she asked for a looking-glass. Her whole face was 
drawn on one side ; not a wreck of beauty was left; that 
night she poisoned herself! " 

I cannot express how shocked I was at this informa- 
tion. Much as I had cause to be disgusted with the 
conduct of that unhappy woman, I could find in my mind 
no feeling but commiseration and horror at her death ; 
and it was with great difficulty that Vincent persuaded 
me to accept an invitation to Lady Eoseville's for the 
evening, to meet Glanville and himself. 

However, I cheered up as the night came on; and, 
though my mind was still haunted with the tale of the 
morning, it was neither in a musing nor a melancholy 
mood that I entered the drawing-room at Lady Bose- 
ville's; " so runs the world away! " 

Glanville was there in his customary mourning. 

"Pelham," he said, when he joined me, "do you re- 
member at Lady 's, one night, I said I would in- 
troduce you to my sister f I had no opportunity then, 
for we left the house before she returned from the 
refreshment-room. May I do so now?" 

I need not say what was my answer. I followed 
Glanville into che next room; and, to my inexpressible 
astonishment and delight, discovered in his sister the 
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beautifal, the never-forgotten stranger I had seen at 
Cheltenham. 

For once in my life T was embarrassed, — my bow 
would have shamed a major in the line, and my stut- 
tered and irrelevant address an alderman in the presence 
of his Majesty. However, a few moments sufficed to 
recover me, and I strained every nerve to be as agreeable 
as possible. 

After I had conversed with Miss Glanville for some 
time, Lady Boseville joined us. Stately and Juno-like 
as was that charming personage in general, she relaxed 
into a softness of manner to Miss Glanville that quite 
won my heart. She drew her to a part of the room 
where a very animated and chiefly literary conversation 
was going on, — and I, resolving to make the best of 
my time, followed them, and once more foimd myself 
seated beside Miss Glanville. Lady Eoseville was on 
the other side of my beautiful companion; and I ob- 
served that, whenever she took her eyes from Miss 
Glanville, they always rested upon her brother, who, 
in the midst of the disputation and the disputants, sat 
silent, gloomy, and absorbed. 

The conversation turned upon Scott's novels ; thence 
on novels in general ; and finally on the particular one 
of ** Anastatius. " 

"It is a thousand pities," said Vincent, "that the 
scene of that novel is so far removed from us. But it is 
a great misfortune for Hope that — 

* To learning he narrowed his mind, 
And gave up to the East what was meant for mankind.' 

One often loses, in admiration at the knowledge of 
peculiar costume, the deference one would have paid to 
the masterly grasp of universal character." 
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• It must require/' said Lady Boseville, " an extra- 
ordinary combination of mental powers to produce a 
perfect novel." 

"One so extraordinary," answered Vincent, "that, 
though we have one perfect epic poem, and several 
which pretend to perfection, we have not one perfect 
novel in the world. ^ * Gil Bias,' approaches more 
nearly to perfection than any other; but it must be 
confessed that there is a want of dignity, of moral rec- 
titude, and of what I may term moral beauty, through- 
out the whole book. If an author could combine the 
various excellences of Scott and Le Sage, with a greater 
and more metaphysical knowledge of morals than either, 
we might expect from him the perfection we have not 
yet discovered since the days of Apuleius." 

" Speaking of morals," said Lady Roseville, ** do you 
not think every novel should have its distinct object, 
and inculcate, throughout, some one peculiar moral, 
such as many of Marmontel*s and Miss Edgeworth's ? " 

" No I " answered Vincent ; " every good novel has one 
great end, — the same in all; namely, the increasing our 
knowledge of the heart. It is thus that a novel-writer 
must be a philosopher. Whoever succeeds in showing 
U8 more accurately the nature of ourselves and species, 
has done science, and consequently virtue, the most 
important benefit; for every truth is a moral. This 
great and universal end, I am led to imagine, is rather 
crippled than extendeil by the rigorous attention to the 
one isolated moral you mention. 

** Thus Dryden, in his * Essay on the Progress of 
Satire,' very rightly prefers Horace to Juvenal, so far 
as instruction is concerned; because the miscellaneous 

1 For " Don Qaixote " is. not what Lord Vincent terms a novel, 
—namely, the actual representation of real life. 
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satires of the former are directed agaiast every vice, — 
the more confined ones of the latter (for the most part) 
only against one. All mankind is the field the novelist 
should cultivate, — all truth the moral he should strive 
to hring home. It is in occasional dialogue, in desultory 
maxims, in deductions from events, in analysis of char- 
acter, that he should henefit and instruct. It is not 
enough, — and I wish a certain novelist who has lately 
arisen would rememher this, — it is not enough for a 
writer to have a good heart, amiable sympathies, and 
what are termed high feelings, in order to shape out 
a moral, either true in itself or beneficial in its inculca- 
tion. Before he touches his tale, he should be thor- 
oughly acquainted with the intricate science of morals, 
and the metaphysical, as well as the more open opera- 
tions of the mind. If his knowledge is not deep and 
clear, his love of the good may only lead him inU) error; 
and he may pass off the prejudices of a susceptible heart 
for the precepts of virtue. Would to Heaven that 
people would think it necessary to be instructed before 
they attempt to instruct! ^Dire simplement que la 
vertu est vertu parcequ^elle est bonne en sonfonds, et 
le vice tout au contraire, ce n^estpds les faire oonnottre. ' 
For me, if I were to write a novel, I would first make 
myself an acute, active, and vigilant observer of men 
and manners. Secondly, I would, after having thus 
noted effects by action in the world, trace the causes by 
books and meditation in my closet. It is then, and not 
till then, that I would study the lighter graces of style 
and decoration ; nor would I give the rein to invention^ 
till I was convinced that it would create neither mon- 
sters of men, nor falsities of truth. For my vehicles of 
instruction or amusement, I would have people as they 
arc, — neither worse npr better j and the moral they 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADVENTURES OF A GENTLEMAN. 283 

should convey should be rather through jest or irony, 
than gravity and seriousness. There never was an im- 
perfection corrected by portraying perfection; and if 
levity and ridicule be said so easily to allure to sin, I 
do not see why they should not be used in defence of 
virtue. Of this we may be sure, that as laughter is a 
distinct indication of the human race, so there never 
was a brute mind or a savage heart that loved to indulge 
in it."i 

Vincent ceased. 

"Thank you, my lord," said Lady Boseville, as she 
took Miss Glanville's arm, and moved from the table. 
** For once you have condescended to give us your own 
sense, and not other people's; you have scarce made a 
single quotation." 

" Accept," answered Vincent, rising, — 

"^ * Accept a miracle instead of wiL' " 

1 The Sage of Malmesbiuy expresfles a yerj different opinion of 
the philofiophj of laughter, and, for my part, I think his doctrine, 
in great measure, though not altogether, true. See Hobbes " On 
Human Nature," and the answer to him in Campbell's " Bhetoric." 

— AUTHOB. 
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CHAPTER Lin, 

Oh! Iloyel — Methinks' 
This world of lore is fit for all the world 
And that, for gentle hearts, another name 
Should speak of gentler thonghts than the world owns. 

P. B. Shbllit. 
For me, I ask no more than honor gives, — 
To think me joars, and rank me with joxa friends. 

Shakbspsabb. 

Caxlous and worldly as I may seem from the tone of 
these memoirs, I can say safely that one of the most 
delicious evenings I ever spent was the first of my in- 
troduction to Miss Olanville. I went home intoxicated 
with a suhtle spirit of enjoyment that gave a new zest 
and freshness to life. Two little hours seemed to have 
changed the whole course of my thoughts and feelings. 

There was nothing ahout Miss Glanville like a hero- 
ine, — I hate your heroines. She had none of that 
"modest ease," and "quiet dignity," of which certain 
writers speak with such applause. Thank Heaven, shs 
was alive / She had great sense, hut the playfulness of 
a child ; extreme rectitude of mind, hut with the tender- 
ness of a gazelle; if she laughed, all her countenance, 
lips, eyes, forehead, cheeks, laughed too: "Paradise 
seemed opened in her face ; " if she looked grave, it was 
such a lofty and upward, yet sweet and gentle gravity, 
that you might (had you been gifted with the least im- 
agination) have supposed, from the model of her coun- 
tenance, a new order of angels between the cherubim and 
seraphim, the angel of love and wisdom. She was not, 
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perliaps, quite so silent in society as my individual taste 
would desire ; but when she spoke, it was with a pro- 
priety of thought and diction which made me lament 
when her voice had ceased. It was ^s if something 
beautiful in creation had stopped suddenly. 

Enough of this now. I was lazily turning (the morn- 
ing after Lady Roseville's) over some old books, when 
Vincent entered. I observed that his face was flushed, 
and his eyes sparkled with more than their usual bril- 
liancy. He looked carefully round the room, and 
then, approaching his chair towards mine, said, in a 
low tone, — 

" Felham, I have something of importance on my 
mind which I wish to discuss with you; but let me 
entreat you to lay aside your usual levity, and par- 
don me if I say affectation: meet me with the candor 
and plainness which are the real distinctions of your 
character." 

" My Lord Vincent," I replied, " there are in your 
words a depth and solemnity which pierce me, through 

one of N 's best stuffed coats, even to the very heart. 

I will hear you as you desire, from the alpha to the 
omega of your discourse." 

** My dear friend," said Vincent, "I have often seen 
that, in spite of all your love of pleasure, you have your 
mind continually turned towards higher and graver ob- 
jects ; and I have thought the better of your talents and 
of your future success, for the little parade you make of 
the one, and the little care you appear to pay to the 
other: for 

* *T is a common proof 
That lowliness is young ambition's ladder.' 

I have also observed that you have of late been much 
to Lord Dawton's; I have even heard that you have 



Digitized by 



Google 



286 PSLHAM; OR, 

been twice closeted with Mm. It is well known that 
that person entertains hopes of leading the Opposition to 
the grata arva of the Treasury benches; and notwith- 
standing the years in which the Whigs have been oat 
of office, there are some ^rsons who pretend to foresee 
the chance of a coalition between them and Mr. Graskell, 
to whose principles it is also added that they have been 
gradually assimilating." 

Here Vincent paused a moment, and looked fall at 
me. I met his eye with a glance as searching as his 
own. His look changed, and he continued : — 

"Now listen to me, Pelham: such a coalition never 
can take place. You smile; I repeat it. It is my 
object to form a third party; perhaps, while the two 
great sects ' anticipate the cabinet designs of fate,' 
there may suddenly come by a third, * to whom the 
whole shall be referred.' Say that you think it not 
impossible that you may join us, and I will tell you 
more." 

I paused for three minutes before I answered Vincent. 
I then said, " I thank you very sincerely for your pro- 
posal ; tell me the names of two of your designed party 
and I will answer you." 

* Lord Lincoln and Lord Lesborough." 

" What I " said I, " the Whig, who says in the Upper 
House, that whatever may be the distresses of the people, 
they shall not be gratified at the cost of one of the des- 
potic privileges of the aristocracy! Go to! — I will 
have none of him. As to Lesborough, he is a fool and 
a boaster, who is always puffing his own vanity with the 
windiest pair cf oratorical bellows that ever were made 
by air and brass, for the purpose of sound and smoke, 
'signifying nothing.' Go to I — I will have none of 
him either." 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADVENTUEfiS OF A GENTLEMAN. 287 

• You are right in your judgment of my confreres ^^ 
answered Vincent; " but we must make use of bad tools 
fbr good purposes.*' 

" No, — no! " said I; " the commonest carpenter will 
tell you the reverse." 

Vincent eyed me suspiciously. " Look you ! " said 
he; ''I know well that no man loves, better than you, 
place, power, and reputation. Do you grant this ? " 

** I do," was my reply. 

* Join with us; I will place you in the House of 
Commons immediately: if we succeed, you shall have 
the first and the best post I can give you. Now, — 
' imder which king, Bezonian? speak or die!'" 

" I answer you in the words of the same worthy you 
quote," said I: "*A foutra for thine office.' Do you 
know, Vincent, that I have, strange as it may seem to 
you, such a thing as a conscience ) It is true, I forget 
it now and then; but in a public capacity, the recollec- 
tion of others would put me very soon in mind of it. I 
know your party well. I cannot imagine — forgive me 
— one more injurious to the country, nor one more 
revolting to myself; and I do positively affirm that I 
would sooner feed my poodle on paunch and liver, in- 
stead of cream and fricassee, than be an instrument in 
the hands of men like Lincoln and Lesborough; who 
talk much; who perform nothing; who join ignorance 
of every principle of legislation to indifference for every 
benefit to the poople; who are full of * wise saws,' but 
empty of * raodorn instances ; ' who level upwards, and 
trample downwards, — and would only value the ability 
you are pleased to impute to me, in the exact proportion 
that a sportsman values the ferret, that burrows for his 
pleasure, and destroys for his interest. Your part) 
ean't stand." 
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Vincent turned pale. **And how long," said he, 
''have you learned ^the principles of legislation,' and 
this mighty affection for the ^ benefit of the people ' f " 

" Ever since," said I, coldly, " I learned any thing! 
The first piece of real knowledge I ever gained was that 
my interest was incorporated with that of the beings 
with whom I had the chance of being cast: if I injure 
them, I injure myself; if I can do them any good, I 
receive the benefit in common with the rest. Now, as 
I have a great love for that personage who has now the 
honor of addressing you, I resolved to be honest for his 
sake. So much for my affection for the benefit of the 
people. As to the little knowledge of the principles of 
legislation, on which you are kind enough to compli- 
ment me, look over the books on this table, or the writ- 
ings in this desk, and know that, ever since I had the 
misfortune of parting from you at Cheltenham, there 
has not been a day in which I have spent less than six 
hours reading and writing on that sole subject. But 
enough of this. Will you ride to-day t" 

Vincent rose slowly. Said he,— 

•* * Qli aiditi tuoi voti 
Qik noti mi sono, 
Ma invano a quel trono^ 
Tu aspiri con me : 
Tremaperte!"* 

**^ lo trema,' " I replied, out of the same opera, — 
"' lotrema. — difef" 

"Well," answered Vincent, and his fine high nature 
overcame his momentary resentment and chagrin at my 
rejection of his offer, — "well, I honor you for your 
sentiments, though they are opposed to my own. I may 
depend on your secrecy 1 " 
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• You may,** said I. 

" I forgive you, Pelham,'* rejoined Vincent: * we part 
friends. " 

"Wait one moment,** said I, "and pardon me, if I. 
venture to speak in the language of caution to one in 
every way superior to myself. No one (I say this with 
a safe conscience, for I never flattered my friend in my 
life, though I have often adulated my enemy), — no one 
has a greater admiration for your talents than myself; I 
desire eagerly to see you in the station most fit for their 
display : pause one moment before you link yourself not 
only to a party, but to principles that cannot stand. 
You have only to exert yourself, and you may either 
lead the Opposition or be among the foremost in the 
administration. Take something certain rather than 
what is doubtful or at least stand alone. Such is my 
belief in your powers, if fairly tried, that if you were 
not imited to those men, I would promise you faith- 
fully to stand or fall by you alone, even if we had not 
through all England another soldier to our standard; 
but—*' 

" I thank you, Pelham,** said Vincent, interrupting 
me: *^ till we meet in public as enemies, we are friends 
in private, — I desire no more. Farewell/' 

VOL. I. — 19 
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CHAPTER Liy. 

n Taut mieax emplo3rer notre esprit k supporter les infortanes qoi 
nous arrirent, qu'k pt^voir celles qui nous penrent arriver. — 

BOCHBFOUCAULT. 

No sooner had Vincent departed, than I buttoned my 
coat and sallied out through a cold, easterly wind to 
Lord Dawton's. It was truly said by the political 
quoter, that I had been often to that nobleman's, 
although I have not thought it advisable to speak 
of my political adventures hitherto. I have before 
said that I was ambitious; and the sagacious have 
probably already discovered that I was somewhat less 
ignorant than it was my usual pride and pleasure to 
appear. I had established, among my uncle's friends, 
a reputation for talent; and no sooner had I been per- 
sonally introduced to Lord Dawton than I found myself 
courted by that personage in a manner equally gratify- 
ing and uncommon. When I lost my seat in Parlia- 
ment, Dawton assured me that, before the session was 
over, I should be returned for one of his boroughs ; and 
though my mind revolted at the idea of becoming de- 
pendent on any party, I made little scruple of promis- 
ing conditionally to ally myself to his. So far had 
affairs gone, when I was honored with Vincent's pro- 
posal. I found Lord Dawton in his library with the 
Marquess of Clandonald (Lord Dartmore's father, and, 
from his rank and property, classed among the highest, 
as, from his vanity and restlessness, he was among the 
most active members of the Opposition). Clandonald 
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left the room when I entered. Few men in office aie 
wise enough to trust the young; as if the greater zeal 
and sincerity of youth did not more than compensate 
for its appetite for the gay, or its thoughtlessness of the. 
serious. 

When we were alone, Dawton said to me, "We are 

in great despair at tlie motion upon the , to be 

made in the Lower House. We have not a single per- 
son whom we can depend upon for the sweeping and 
convincing answer we ought to make; and though we 
should at least muster ,our full force in voting, our 

whipper-in, poor , is so ill that I fear we shall 

make but a very pitiful figure." 

" Give me," said I, " full permission to go forth into 
the highways and byways, and I will engage to bring a 
whole legion of dandies to the House door. I can go no 
farther; your other agents must do the rest." 

" Thank you, my dear young friend," said Lord Daw- 
ton, eagerly; 'Hhank you a thousand times: we must 
really get you in the House as soon as possible: you 
will serve us more than I can express." 

I bowed with a sneer I could not repress. Dawton 
pretended not to observe it. "Come," said I, "my 
lord, we have no time to lose. I shall meet you, per- 
haps, at Brookes's to-morrow evening, and report to you 
respecting my success. " 

Lord Dawton pressed my hand warmly, and followed 
me to the door. 

" He is the best premier we could have," thought I; 
^but he deceives himself, if he thinks Henry Pelham 
will play the jackal to his lion. He will soon see that 1 
shall keep for myself what he thinks I hunt for him." 
I passed through Pall Mall, and thought of Glanville. 
I knocked at his door; he was at home. I found him 



Digitized by 



Google 



292 PELHAM; OR, 

leaning his cheek upon his hand, in a thoughtful posi- 
tion; an open letter was before him. 

" Bead that/' he said, pointing to it. 

I did so. It was from the agent to the Duke of 

, and contained his nomination to an Opposition 

borough. 

''A new toy, Pelham,'' said he, faintly smiling; 
"but a little longer, and they will all be broken, — 
the rattle will be the last." 

" My dear, dear Glanville," said I, much affected; " do 
not talk thus; you have everything before you." 

"Yes," interrupted Glanville, "you are right; for 
everything left for me is in the grave. Do you imag- 
ine that I can taste one of the possessions which for- 
tune has heaped upon me, — that I have one healthful 
faculty, one sense of enjoyment, among the himdred 
which other men are ' heirs to ' ? When did you ever 
see me for a moment happy? I live, as it were, on a 
rock, barren and herbless and sapless, and cut off £rom 
all human fellowship and intercourse. I had only a 
single object left to live for, when you saw me at Paris; 
I have gratified that, and the end and purpose of my 
existence is fulfilled. Heaven is merciful ; but a little 
while, and this feverish and unouiet spirit shall be at 
rest." 

I took his hand and pressed it. 

"Feel," said he, "this dry, burning skin; count my 
pulse through the variations of a single minute, and you 
will cease either to pity me, or to speak to me of life. 
For months I have had, night and day, a wasting, wast- 
ing fever, of brain and heart and frame; the fire works 
well, and the fuel is nearly consumed." 

He paused, and we were both silent. In fact, I was 
shocked at the fever of his pulse, no less than affected 
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at the despondency of his words. At last I spoke to 
liim of medical advice. 

"^ Canst thou/ " he said, with a deep solemnity of 
voice and manner, "'administer to a mind diseased; 
pluck from the memory — ' Ah ! away with the quota- 
tion and the reflection. " And he sprang from the sofa, 
and, going to the window, opened it and leaned out 
for a few moments in silence. When he turned again 
towards me, his manner had regained its usual quiet. 
He spoke ahout the important motion approaching on 

the , and promised to attend; and then, hy degrees, 

I led him to talk of his sister. 

He mentioned her with enthusiasm. "Beautiful as 
Helen is," he said, " her face is the very faintest reflec- 
tion of her mind. Her hahits of thought are so pure 
that every impulse is a virtue. Never was there a per- 
son to whom goodness was so easy. Vice seems some- 
thing so opposite to her nature that I cannot imagine it 
possible for her to sin. " 

" Will you not call with me at your mother's? " said 
I ; " I am going there to-day." 

Glanville replied in the affirmative, and we went at 
once to Tjady Glanville's in Berkeley Square. We were 
admitted into his mother's boudoir. She was alone 
with Miss Glanville. Our conversation soon turned 
from commonplace topics to those of a graver nature; 
the deep melancholy of Glanville 's mind imbued all 
his thoughts, when he once suffered himself to express 
them. 

"Why," said Lady Glanville, who seemed painfully 
fond of her son, — "why do you not go more into the 
world 1 You suffer your mind to prey upon itself, till 
it destroys you. My dear, dear son, how very ill you 
seem!" 
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Ellen, whose eyes swam in tears as thej gazed upon 
her brother, laid her beautiful hand upon his, and said, 
" For my mother's sake, Reginald, do take more care of 
yourself: you want air, and exercise, and amusement." 

"No," answered Glanville, "I want nothing but 

occupation; and, thanks to the Duke of , I have 

now got it. I am chosen member for ." 

" I am too happy," said the proud mother; " you will 
now be all I have ever predicted for you ; " and in her 
joy at the moment she foigot the hectic of his oheek and 
the hollowness of his eye. 

** Do you remember," said Reginald, turning to his 
sister, " those beautiful lines in my favorite, Ford, — 

'GlorieB 
Of human greatness are bat pleasing dreams, 
And shadowB soon decaying. On the stage 
Of my mortality my youth has acted 
Some scenes of vanity, drawn out at length 
By varied pleasures, — sweetened in the miztore^ 
Bat tragiccd in issue. Beauty, pomp. 
With every sensuality our giddiness 
Doth frame an idol, are inconstant Mends 
When any troubled passion makes us halt 
On the unguarded castle of the mind.' " 

•*Your verses," said I, "are beautiful even to me, 
who have no soul for poetry, and never wrote a line in 
my life. But I love not their philosophy. In all sen- 
timents that are impregnated with melancholy and instil 
sadness as a moral, I question the wisdom and dispute 
the tnith. There is np situation in life which we can- 
not sweeten or embitter, at will. If the past is gloomy, 
I do not see the necessity of dwelling upon it. If the 
mind can make one vigorous exertion, it can another: 
the same energy you put forth in acquiring knowledge, 
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would also enable you to baffle misfortune. Detennine 
not to think upon what is painful ; resolutely turn away 
from everything that recalls it ; bend all your attention 
to some new and engrossing object: do this, and you 
defeat the past. You smile, as if this were impossible; 
yet it is not an iota more so than to tear one's self from 
a favorite pursuit, and addict one's self to an object 
unwelcome to one at first. This the mind does con- 
tinually through life : so can it also do the other, if you 
will but make an equal exertion. Kor does it seem to 
me natural to the human heart to look mtieh to the 
past; all its plans, its projects, its aspirations, are for 
the future; it is for the future, and in the future, that 
we live. Our very passions, when most agitated, are 
most anticipative. Kevenge, avarice, ambition, love, 
the desire of good and evil, are all fixed and pointed 
to some distant goal; to look backwards, is like walk- 
ing backwards, — against our proper formation: the 
mind does not readily adopt the habit, and when 
once adopted it will readily return to its natural bias. 
Oblivion is, therefore, a more easily obtained boon than 
we imagine. Forgetfulness of the past is purchased by 
increasing our anxiety, for the future." 

I paused for a moment, but Olanville did not answer 
me; and, encouraged by a look from Ellen, I continued, 
" You remember that, according to an old creed, if we 
were given memory as a curse, we were also given hope 
as a blessing. Counteract the one by the other. In my 
own life I have committed many weak, perhaps many 
wicked actions; I have chased away their remembrance, 
though I have transplanted their warning to the future. 
As the body involuntarily avoids what is hurtful to it, 
without tracing the association to its first experience, 
so the mind insensibly shuns what has formerly afflicted 
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it, even without palpably recalling the zemembranoe of 
the affliction. 

" The Boman philosopher placed the secret of human 
happiness in the one maxim, 'Not to admiie.' I 
never could exactly comprehend the sense of the moral: 
my maxim for the same object would be, ' Never to 
regret.'" 

"Alas! my dear friend," said Glanville; * we are 
great philosophers to each other, but not to ourselves: 
the moment we begin to feel sorrow, we cease to reflect 
on its wisdom. Time is the only comforter; your 
maxims are very true, but they confirm me in my 
opinion, — that it is in vain for us to lay down fixed 
precepts for the regulation of the mind so long as it is 
dependent upon the body. Happiness and its reverse 
are constitutional in many persons, and it is then only 
that they are independent of circumstances. Make the 
health, the frames of all men, alike; make their nerves 
of the same susceptibility, their memories of the same 
bluntness, or acuteness, — and I will then allow that 
you can give rules adapted to all men ; till then, your 
maxim, * Never to regret,' is as idle as Horace's * Never 
to admire.' It may be wise to you, — it is impossible 
tomel" 

With these last words Glanville's voice faltered, and 
I felt averse to push the argument further. Ellen's eye 
caught mine, and gave me a look so kind, and almost 
grateful, that I forgot everything else in the world. A 
few moments afterwards a friend of Lady Glanville's was 
announced, and 1 left the room. 
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CHAPTER LV. 

Intiu, et in jeoore asgio 
Naacnntar domini. — Pbbsius. 

Thb next two or three days I spent in visiting all my 
male friends in the Lower House, and engaging them 
to dine with me, preparatorily to the great act of voting 

on 's motioii. I led them myself to the House of 

Commons, and, not feeling sufficiently interested in the 
dehate to remain, as a stranger, where I ought, in my 
own opinion, to have acted as a performer, I went to 
Brookes's to wait the result. Lord Gravelton, a 
stout, hluff, six-foot nohleman, with a voice like a 
Stentor, was "blowing up" the waiters in the coffee- 
room. Mr. , the author of , was conning the 

''Courier" in a comer; and Lord Armadilleros, the 
haughtiest and most honorable peer in the calendar, 
was monopolizing the drawing-room, with his right 
foot on one hob and his left on the other. I sat 
myself down in silence, and looked over the ''crack 
article" in the "Edinburgh." By-and-by the room 
got fuller; every one spoke of the motion before the 
House, and anticipated the merits of the speeches and 
the numbers of the voters. 

At last a principal member entered; a crowd gath- 
ered round him. "I have heard," he said, "the most 
extraordinary speech, for the combination of knowl- 
edge and imagination, that I ever recollect to have 
listened to." 

* Fxom Graskell, I suppose! " was the universal czy. 
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" No," said Mr. , ''Gaskell has not yet spoken. 

It was from a young man who has only just taken his 
seat. It was received with the most unanimous cheers, 
and was, indeed, a remarkable display. ** 

'* What is his name) " I asked, already half forebod- 
ing the answer. 

" 1 only just learned it as I left the House,'' replied 
Mr. ; " the speaker was Sir Reginald Glanville.*' 

Then, every one of those whom I had often before 
heard censure Glanville for his rudeness, or laugh at 
him for his eccentricity, opened their mouths in con- 
gratulations to their own wisdom, for having long ad- 
mired his talents and predicted his success. 

I left the " turba Remi sequens fortunam; " I felt 
agitated and feverish: those who have unexpectedly 
heard of the success of a man for whom great affec- 
tion is blended with greater interest, can understand the 
restlessness of mind with which I wandered into the 
streets. The air was cold and nipping. I was buttoning 
my coat round my chest, when I heard a voice say, " You 
have dropped your glove, Mr. Pelham. ** 

The speaker was Thornton. I thanked him coldly 
for his civility, and was going on, when he said, " If 
your way is up Pall Mall, I have no objection to join 
you for a few minutes. " 

I bowed with some hauteur; but as I seldom refuse 
any opportunity of knowing more perfectly individual 
character, I said I should be happy of his company so 
long as our way lay together. 

'^ It is a cold night, Mr. Pelham," said Thornton, 
after a pause. " I have been dining at Hatchett's with 
an old Paris acquaintance. I am sorry we did not meet 
more often in France, but I was so taken up with my 
friend Mr. Warburton.*' 
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As Thornton uttered that name, he looked haid at 
me, and then added, " By the by, I saw you with Sir 
[Reginald Glanville the other day; you know him well, 
I presume ? " 

** Tolerably well," said I, with indifference. 

"What a strange character he is!" rejoined Thorn- 
ton; "I also have known him for some years," and 
again Thornton looked pryingly into my coimtenance. 
Poor fool! it was not for a penetration like his to read 
the cor inscrutabile of a man bom and bred like me, in 
the consummate dissimulation of ban ton. 

" He is very rich, is he not? " said Thornton, after a 
brief silence. 

* I believe so," said I. 

"Humph!" answered Thornton. ''Things have 
grown better with him in proportion as they grew 
worse with me, who have had 'as good-luck as the 
cow that stuck herself with her own horn.' I sup- 
pose he is not too anxious to recollect me, — ' poverty 
parts fellowship.' Well, hang pride, say I; give me 
an honest heart all the year round, in summer or win- 
ter, drought or plenty. Would to Heaven some kind 
friend would lend me twenty pounds! " 

To this wish I made no reply. Thornton sighed. 

" Mr. Pelham," renewed he, " it is true I have known 
you but a short time: excuse the liberty I take, — but 
if you could lend me a trifle, it would really assist me 
very much." 

" Mr. Thornton," said I, " if I knew you better, and 
could serve you more, you might apply to me for a more 
real assistance than any bagatelle I could afford you 
would be. If twenty pounds would really be of ser- 
vice to you, I will lend them to you, upon this condi- 
tion, that you never ask me for another farthing." 
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Thornton's &ce brightened. ''A thousand, thou- 
sand — " he began. 

"No," interrupted I, — "no thanks, only your 
promise." 

"Upon my honor," said Thornton, **! will never 
ask you for another farthing." 

" There is honor among thieves," thought I, and so 
I took out the sum mentioned, and gave it to him. In 
good earnest, though I disliked the man, his threadbare 
garments and altered appearance moved me to compas- 
sion. While he was pocketing the money, which he 
did with the most unequivocal delight, a tall figure 
passed us rapidly. We both turned at the same in- 
stant, and recognized Glauville. He had not gone 
seven yards beyond us, before we observed his steps, 
which were very irregular, pause suddenly; a moment 
afterwards he fell against the iron rails of an area : we 
hastened towards him ; he was apparently fainting. His 
countenance was perfectly livid, and marked with the 
traces of extreme exhaustion. I sent Thornton to the 
nearest public-house for some water; before he returned, 
Glanville had recovered. 

"All — all in vain," he said, slowly and uncon- 
sciously ; ** death is the only Lethe. " 

He started when he saw me. I made him lean on my 
arm, and we walked on slowly. 

** I have already heard of your speech," said I. Glan- 
ville smiled with the usual faint and sickly expression, 
which made his smile painful even in its exceeding 
sweetness. 

" You have also already seen its effects; the excite- 
ment was too much for me. " 

" It must have been a proud moment when you sat 
down," said L 
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" It jras one of the bitterest I ever felt, — it was fiaught 
with the memoiy of the dead. What are all honors to 
me now? — God! GrodI have mercy upon me! " 

And Glanville stopped suddenly, and put his hand to 
his temples. 

By this time Thornton had joined us. When Glan- 
ville 's eyes rested upon him, a deep, hectic rose slowly 
and gradually over his cheeks. Thornton's lip curled 
with a malicious expression. Glanville marked it, and 
his brow grew on the moment as black as night. 

"Begone I" he said in a loud voice, and with a 
flashing eye, — "begone instantly; I loathe the very 
sight of so base a thing.'' 

Thornton's quick, restless eye grew like a living 
coal, and he bit his lip so violently that the blood 
gushed out. He made, however, no other answer than 
** You seem agitated to-night. Sir Eeginald ; I wish 
your speedy restoration to better health. Mr. Pelham, 
your servant." 

Glanville walked on in silence till we came to his 
door: we parted there; and, for want of anything 

better to do, I sauntered towards the M hell. 

There were only ten or twelve persons in the rooms, 
and all were gathered round the hazard-table. I 
looked on silently, seeing the knaves devour the 
fools, and younger brothers make up in wit for the 
deficiencies of fortune. 

The Honorable Mr. Blagrave came up to me: "Do 
you never play 1 " said he. 

** Sometimes," was my brief reply. 

" Lend me a hundred pounds ! " rejoined my kind 
acquaintance. 

"I was just going to make you the same request," 
said I. 
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Blagiave laughed heartily. *Well," said he, • be 
my security to a Jew, and I '11 be yours. My fellow 
lends me money at only forty per cent. My governor 
is a d—- d stingy old fellow, for I am the most moderate 
son in the universe. I neither hunt nor race, nor have 
I any one favorite expense, except gambling, and he 
won't satisfy me in that, — now I call such conduct 
shameful I " 

"Unheard-of barbarity," said I; *and you do well 
to ruin your property by Jews, before you have it; you 
could not avenge yourself better on * the governor. ' " 

"No, hang it!" said Blagrave; "leave me alone for 
that! Well, I have got five pounds left; I shall go and 
slap it down." 

No sooner had he left me than I was accosted by 

Mr. , a handsome adventurer who lived the devil 

knew how, for the devil seemed to take excellent care of 
him. 

" Poor Blagrave I " said he, eying the countenance of 
that ingenious youth. "He is a strange fellow, — he 
asked me the other day if I ever read the < History 
of England,' and told me there was a great deal in it 
about his ancestor, a Boman general, in the time of 
William the Conqueror, called Caractacus. He told 
me at the last Newmarket that he had made up a 
capital book, and it turned out that he had hedged 
with such dexterity, that he mtist lose one thousand 
pounds, and he might lose two. Well, well," con- 
tinued , with a sanctified expression, "I would 

sooner see those real fools here, than the confounded 
scoundrels who pillage one under a false appearance. 
Never, Mr. Pelham, trust to a man at a gaming-house; 
the honestest look hides the worst sharper I Shall you 
try your luck to-night? " 
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• No," said I. ** I shall only look on.'' 

sauntered to the table, and sat down next to a 

rich young man, of the best temper and worst luck in 

the world. After a few throws, said to him, 

"Lord , do put your money aside; you have so 

much upon the table that it interferes with mine, and 
that is really so unpleasant. Suppose you put some of 
it in your pocket ? " 

Lord took a handful of notes and stuffed them 

carelessly in his coat-pocket. Five minutes afterwards 

I saw insert his hand, empty y in his neighbor's 

pocket, and bring it out fully — and half an hour after- 
wardB he handed over a fifty-pound note to the marker, 
saying, ** There, sir, is my debt to you. Grod bless me. 

Lord , how you have won I I wish you would not 

leave all your money about, —do put it in your pocket 
with the rest." 

Lord (who had perceived the trick, though he 

was too indolent to resist it) laughed. " No, no, ^ " 

said he, ** you must let me keep some / " 

colored, and soon after rose. ** D — ^n my luck ? " 

said he, as he passed me. "I wonder I continue to 
play, — but there are such sharpers in the room. Avoid 
a gaming-house, Mr. Pelham, if you wish to live." 

« And let live," thought I. 

I was just going away, when I heard a loud laugh on 
the stairs, and immediately afterwards Thornton entered, 
joking with one of the markers. He did not see me; 
but, approaching the table, drew out the identical 
twenty-pound note I had given him, and asked for 
change with the air of a millionnaire, I did not wait 
to witness his fortune, good or ill; I cared too little 
about it. I descended the stairs, and the servant on 
opening the door for me, admitted Sir John Tyrrell. 
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* What I" I tliought; * is the habit still so strong t" 
We stopped each other, and after a few words of greet- 
ing, I went, ouce more, upstairs with him. 
Thornton was playing as eagerly with his small quota 

as Lord C with his ten thousands. He nodded 

' with an affected air of familiarity to Tyrrell, who 
returned his salutation with the most supercilious 
hauteur; and very soon afterwards the baronet was 
utterly engrossed by the chances of the game. I had, 
however, satisfied my curiosity, in ascertaining that 
there was no longer any intimacy between him and 
Thornton, and accordingly once more I took my 
departure. 
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CH AFTER LVI. 

The times have been 
That when the brains were ont, the man would die, 
And there an end, — but now thej rise again. — MadbOh. 

It was a strange thing to see a man like Glanville, 
with costly tastes, luxiirioiis habits, great talents pecu- 
liarly calculated for display, courted by the highest mem- 
bers of the state, admired for his beauty and genius by 
half the women in London, yet living in the most ascetic 
seclusion from his kind, and indulging in the darkest 
and most morbid despondency. No female was ever 
seen to win even his momentary glance of admiration. 
All the senses appeared to have lost, for him, their cus- 
tomary allurements. He lived among his books, and 
seemed to make his favorite companions amidst the past. 
At nearly all hours of the night he was awake and occu- 
pied, and at daybreak his horse was always brought to 
the door. He rode alone for several hours, and then, on 
his return, he was employed till the hour he went to the 
House m the affairs and politics of the day. Ever since 
his dihuty he had entered with much constancy into the 
more leading debates, and his speeches were invariably of 
the same commanding order which had characterized his 
first. 

It was smgular that, in his parliamentary display, as in 
his ordinary conversation, there were none of the wild 
and speculative opinions, or the burning enthusiasm of 
romance, in which the natural inclination of his mind 
seemed so essentially to delight. His arguments were 
VOL. I. — 20 
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always remarkable for the soundness of the principles on 
which they were based, and the logical deameas with 
which they were expressed. The feverish fervor of his 
temperament was, it is true, occasionally shown in a re- 
markable energy of delivery, or a sudden and unexpected 
burst of the more impetuous powers of oratory; but these 
were so evidently natural and spontaneous, and so hap- 
pily adapted to be impressive of the subject, rather than 
irrelevant from its bearings, that they never displeased 
even the oldest and coldest cynics and calculators of the 
House. 

It is no uncommon contradiction in human nature 
(and in Glanville it seemed peculiarly prominent) to 
find men of imagination and genius gifted with the 
strongest common sense, for the admonition or benefit of 
others^ even while constantly neglecting to exert it for 
themselves. He was soon marked out as the most prom- 
ising and important of all the junior members of the 
House ; and the coldness with which he kept aloof from 
social intercourse with the party he adopted, only served to 
increase their respect, though it prevented their affection. 

Lady Roseville's attachment to him was scarcely a 
secret j the celebrity of her name in the world of Um 
made her least look or action the constant subject of pres- 
ent remark and after conversation; and there were too 
many moments, even in the watchful publicity of society, 
when that charming but imprudent person forgot every- 
thing but the romance of her attachment. OlanvOle* 
seemed not only perfectly untouched by it, but even 
whoUy unconscious of its existence, and preserved inva^ 
riably, whenever he was forced into the crowd, the same 
stem, cold, xmsympathizing reserve, which made him, at 
once, an object of universal conversation and dislike. 

Three weeks after Glanville's first speech in the 
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House, I called upon him, with a proposal from Lord 
Dawton. After we had discussed it, we spoke on more 
familiar topics, and at last he mentioned Thornton. It 
will be observed that we had never conversed respecting 
that person ; nor had Glanville once alluded to our for- 
mer meetings, or to his disguised appearance and false 
appellation at Paris. Whatever might be the mystery, 
it was evidently of a painful nature, and it was not, there- 
fore, for me to allude to it. This day he spoke of Thorn- 
ton with a tone of indifference. 

" The man," he said, " I have known for some time; 
he was useful to me abroad, and, notwithstanding his 
character, I rewarded him well for his services. He has 
since applied to me several times for money, which is 
spent at the gambling-house as soon as it is obtained. 
I believe him to be leagued with a gang of sharpers of 
the lowest description; and I am really unwilling any 
further to supply the vicious necessities of himself and his 
comrades. He is a mean, mercenary rascal, who would 
scruple at no enormity, provided he was paid for it! " 

Glanville paused for a few moments, and then added, 
while his cheek blushed, and his voice seemed somewhat 
hesitating and embarrassed, — 

" You remember Mr. Tyrrell, at Paris t " 

" Yes, " said I ; "he is at present in London, and — " 
Glanville started as if he had been shot. 

"No, no," he exclaimed wildly; "he died at Paris, 
from want, from starvation. " 

"You are mistaken," said I; "he is now Sir John 
Tyrrell, and possessed of considerable property. I saw 
him myself three weeks ago." 

Glanville, laying his hand upon my arm, looked in my 
face with a long, stem, prying gaze, and his cheek grew 
more ghastly and livid with every moment. At last he 
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turned, and muttered something between his teeth; and 
at that moment the door opened, and Thornton was an- 
nounced. Glanville sprang towards him, and seized him 
by the throat. 

"Dog I " he cried, "you have deceived me I Tyrrell 
Uves! " 

" Hands off ! " cried the gamester, with a savage grin 
of defiance, — " hands off ! or, by the Lord that made 
me, you shall have gripe for gripe! " 

" Ho, wretch ! " said Glanville, shaking him violently, 
while his worn and slender, yet still powerful, frame 
trembled with the excess of his passion ; " dost thou dare 
to threaten me I " and with these words he flung Thorn- 
ton against the opposite wall with such force that the 
blood gushed out of his mouth and nostrils. The gam- 
bler rose slowly, and, wiping the blood from his fece, 
fixed his malignant and fiery eye upon his aggressor with 
an expression of collected hate and vengeance that made 
my very blood creep. 

" It is not my day tiow^ " he said, with a calm, quiet^ 
cold voice ; and then, suddenly changing his manner, he 
approached me with a sort of bow, and made some re- 
mark on the weather. 

Meanwhile Glanville had simk on the sofa exhausted, 
less by his late effort than the convulsive passion which 
had produced it. He rose in a few moments, and said 
to Thornton, "Pardon my violence; let this pay your 
bmises; " and he placed a long and apparently well-filled 
purse in Thornton's hand. That veritable philosophs 
took it with the same air as a dog receives the first caress 
from the hand which has just chastised him ; and feeling 
the purse between his short, hard fingers, as if to ascer- 
tain the soundness of its condition, quickly slid it into his 
breeches-pockety which he then buttoned with care, and 
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pulling his waistcoat down, as if for further protection to 
the deposit) he turned towards Glanville, and said, in his 
usual quaint style of vidgarity, — 

" Least said, Sir Keginald, the soonest mended. Gold 
is a good plaster for bad bruises. Now, then, your will : 
ask and I will answer, unless you think Mr. Pelham de 

I was already at the door, with the intention of leav- 
ing the room, when Glanville cried, " Stay, Pelham, I 
have but one question to ask Mr. Thornton. Is John 
TyrreU still living?" 

" He is! " answered Thornton, with a sardonic smile. 

" And beyond all want ? " resumed Glanville. 

" He is I " was the tautological reply. 

" Mr. Thornton, " said Glanville, with a calm voice, " I 
have now done with you, — you may leave the room I " 

Thornton bowed with an air of ironical respect, and 
obeyed the command. 

I turned to look at Glanville. His countenance, al- 
ways better adapted to a stem than a soft expression, 
was, perfectly fearful: every line in it seemed dug into 
a furrow ; the brows were bent over his large and flash- 
ing eyes with a painful intensity of anger and resolve ; 
his teeth were clenched firmly as if by a vice, and the 
thin upper lip, which was drawn from them with a bitter 
curl of scorn, was as white as death. His right hand 
had closed upon the back of the chair, over which his 
tall nervous frame leaned, and was grasping it with an 
iron force which it could not support; it snapped be- 
neath his hand like a hazel stick. This accident, slight 
as it was, recalled him to himself. He apologized with 
apparent self-possession for his disorder ; and, after a few 
words of fervent and affectionate farewell on my part) 
I left him to the solitude which I knew he desired. 
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CHAPTEE LVn. 

While I seemed only intent npon pleafmre, I locked in m j heart the 
oonectonsneBS and yanity of power ; in the levity of the lip I dii- 
goised the knowledge and the workings of the brain ; and I 
looked, as with a gifted eye, npon the mysteries of the hidden 
depths, while I seemed to float an idler with the herd only npon 
the snrlaoe of the streaoL — Falklakd. 

As I walked home, Tevolving the scene I had witaessed, 
the words of Tyrrell came into my recollection, — namely, 
that the cause of Glanville's dislike to him had arisen 
in Tyrrell's greater success in some youthful liaison. 
In this account I could not see much prohahility. In 
the first place, the cause was not sufficient to produce 
such an effect; and, in the second, there was little like- 
lihood that the young and rich Glanville, possessed of 
the most various accomplishments, and the most remark- 
able personal beauty, should be supplanted by a needy 
spendthrift (as Tyrrell at that time was) of coarse man- 
ners and unpolished mind, with a person not indeed un- 
prepossessing, but somewhat touched by time, and never 
more comparable to Glanville's than that of the Satyr 
to Hyperion. 

While I was meditating over a mystery which excited 
my curiosity more powerfully than anything, not relating 
to himself, ought ever to occupy the attention of a wise 
man, I was accosted by Vincent; the difference in our 
politics had of late much dissevered us, and when he 
took my arm, and drew me up Bond Street^ I was some- 
what surprised at his condescension. 
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^ Listen to me, Pelham," he said; ** once more I offer 
yon a settlement in our colony. There will he great 
changes soon: trust me, so radical a party as that you 
haye adopted can never come in; ours, on the contrary, 
is no less moderate than liberal. This is the last time 
of asking; for I know you will soon have exposed your 
opinions in public more openly than you have yet done, 
and then it will be too late. At present I hold, with 
Hudibras and the ancients, that it is — 



* More honoiable far, i 
Ovoem^ than slay an adversary.' "- 

''Alas, Vincent^'' said I, ''I am marked out for 
slaughter; for you cannot convince me by words, and so, 
I suppose, you must conquer me by blows. Adieu, this 
is my way to Lord Dawton's; where are you going ? " 

" To mount my horse, and join the parea juventus," 
said Vincent, with a laugh at his own witticism, as we 
shook hands, and parted. 

I grieve much, my beloved reader, that I cannot un- 
fold to thee all the particulars of my political intrigue. 
I am, by the very share which fell to my lot, bound over 
to the strictest secrecy as to its nature, and the characters 
of the chief agents in its execution. Suffice it to say, 
that the greater part of my time was, though furtively, 
employed in a sort of home diplomacy, gratifying alike 
to the activity of my tastes, and the vanity of my mind. 
I had filled Dawton and his coadjutors with an exagger- 
ated opinion of my abilities; but I knew well how to 
sustain it. I rose by candle-light, and consumed, in the 
intensest application, the hours which every other in- 
dividual of our party wasted in enervating slumbers, 
from the hestemal dissipation or debauch. Was there a 
question in political economy debated, mine was the 
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readiest and the clearest reply. Did a period in our 
constitution become investigated, it was I to whom the 
duty of expositor was referred. From Madame d'An- 
yille, with whom (though lost as a lover) I constantly 
corresponded as a friend, I obtained the earliest and 
most accurate detail of the prospects and manoBUvres of 
the court in which her life was spent, and in whose more 
secret offices her husband was employed. I spared no 
means of extending my knowledge of every the minutest 
point which could add to the reputation I enjoyed. I 
made myseli acquainted with the individual interests and 
exact circumstances of all whom it was our object to in- 
timidate or to gain. It was I who brought to the House 
the younger and idler members, whom no more nominally 
powerful agent could allure from the ball-room or the 
gaming-house. 

In short, while, by the dignity of my birth and the 
independent havJbeur of my bearing, I preserved the 
rank of an equal amongst the highest of the set, I did 
not scruple to take upon myself the labor and activity of 
the most subordinate. Dawton declared me his right 
hand; and, though I knew myself rather his head than 
his hand, I pretended to feel proud of the appellation. 

Meanwhile, it was my pleasure to wear in society the 
eccentric costume of character I had first adopted, and to 
cultivate the arts which won from women the smile that 
cheered and encouraged me in my graver contest with 
men. It was only to Ellen Glanville that I laid aside 
an affectation which, I knew, was little likely to attract 
a taste so refined and unadulterated as hers. I discov- 
ered in her a mind which, while it charmed me by its 
tenderness and freshness, elevated me by its loftiness of 
thought. She was at heart, perhaps, as ambitious as 
myself; but while my aspirations were concealed by affeo- 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADVENTURES OF A GENTLEMAN. 313 

tation, hers were softened by her timidity, and purified 
by her religion. There were moments when I opened 
myself to her, and caught a new spirit from her look of 
sympathy and enthusiasm. 

*■ Yes, " thought I, " I do long for honors, but it is 
that I may ask her to share and ennoble them." In 
fine, I loved as other men loved, — and I fancied a per- 
fection in her, and vowed an emulation in myself, which 
it was reserved for time to ratify or deride. 

Where did I leave myself? as the Irishman said: on 
my road to Lord Dawton's. I was lucky enough to find 
that personage at home ; he was writing at a table covered 
with pamphlets and books of reference. 

"Hush! Pelham," said his lordship, who is a quiet, 
grave, meditative little man, always ruminating on a 
very small cud, — " hush ! or do oblige me by looking over 
this history, to find out the date of the Council of Pisa. 

" That will do, my young friend, " said his lordship, 
after I had furnished him with the information he re- 
quired, — "I wish to Heaven I could finish this pamph- 
let by to-morrow ; it is intended as an answer to . 

But I am so perplexed with business, that — *' 

" Perhaps, " said I, " if you will pardon my interrupt- 
ing you, I can throw your observations together, — make 
your Sibylline leaves into a book. Your lordship will 
find the matter, and I will not spare the trouble." 

Lord Dawton was profuse in his thanks ; he explained 
the subject, and left the arrangement wholly to me. He 
could not presume to dictate. I promised him, if he 
lent me the necessary books, to finish the pamphlet 
against the following evening. 

" And now," said Lord Dawton, " that we have settled 
this afi^Ty — what news from France % " 
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^ I wiflhy ^ oghed Lord Dawton, as we weie calculatiiig 
oar foioesi '' that we could gain over Loid Guloseton." 

^ What^ the facetious epicure t " said I. 

"The same/' answered Dawton: "we want him as a 
dinner-giver; and, besides, he has four yotes in the 
Lower House." 

" Well, " said I, " he is indolent and independent^ — 
it is not impossible." 

" Do you know him t " answered Dawton. 

"No,"saidI 

Dawton sighed: "And young A 1" said the 

statesman, after a pause. 

" Has an expensive mistress and races. Your lordship 
might be sure of him^ were you in power, and sure not 
to have him while you are out of it." 

* And B 1 " rejoined Dawton. 
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CHAPTER LVnL 

Mangez-Tous Men, Monsieur 1 

Oni, et bois encore mieox. — MoNS. db Fobobauoitao. 

My pamphlet took piodigiously. The authorship was 
attributed to one of the ablest members of the Opposi- 
tion; and though there were many errors in style, and 
(I now think, — then I did not, or I should not have 
written them) many sophisms in the reasoning, yet it 
carried the end proposed by all ambition of whatever 
species, — and imposed upon the taste of the public. 
^ Some time afterwards, I was going down the stairs at 
Almack's, when I heard an altercation, high and grave, 
at the door of reception. To my surprise I found Lord 
Guloseton and a very young man in great wrath; the 
latter had never been to Almack's before, and had for- 
gotten his ticket. Guloseton, who belonged to a very 
different set from that of the Almackians, insisted that 
his word was enough to bear his juvenile companion 
through. The ticket-inspector was irate and obdurate, 
and, having seldom or never seen Lord Guloseton him- 
self, paid very little respect to his authority. 

As I was wrapping myself in my cloak, Guloseton 
turned to me, for passion makes men open their hearts : 
too eager for an opportunity of acquiring the epicure's 
acquaintance, I offered to get his friend admittance in 
an instant; the offer was delightedly accepted, and I 
soon procured a small piece of pencilled paper from 

Lady , which effectually silenced the Charon, and 

opened the Stygian via to the Elysium beyond. 
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Guloseton overwhelmed me with his thanks. I re- 
mounted the stairs with him; took every opportunity of 
ingratiating myself; received an invitation to dinner on 
the following day, and left Willis's transported at the 
goodness of my fortune. 

At the hour of eight on the ensuing evening, I had 
just made my entrance in Lord Guloseton 's drawing- 
room. It was a small apartment, furnished with great 
luxury and some taste. A ** Venus " of Titian's was 
placed over the chimney-piece in all the gorgeous volup- 
tuousness of her unveiled beauty, — the pouting lip, not 
silent though shut, the eloquent lid drooping over the 
eye, whose glances you could so easily imagine, the 
arms, the limbs, the attitude, so composed, yet so full 
of life, — all seemed to indicate that sleep was not for- 
getfulness, and that the dreams of the goddess were not 
wholly inharmonious with the waking realities in which 
it was her gentle prerogative to indulge. On either side 
was a picture of the delicate and golden hues of Claude; 
these were the only landscapes in the room : the remain- 
ing pictures were more suitable to the ** Venus " of the 
luxurious Italian. Here was one of the beauties of Sir 
Peter Lely ; there was an admirable copy of the *' Hero 
and Leander. " On the table lay the ** Basia " of Johannes 
Secundus, and a few French works on gastronomy. 

As for the genius loci, — you must imagine a middle- 
sized, middle-aged man, with an air rather of delicate 
than florid health. But little of the effects of his good 
cheer were apparent in the external man. His cheeks 
were neither swollen nor inflated; his person, though 
not thin, was of no unwieldy obesity: the tip of his 
nasal organ was, it is true, of a more ruby tinge than the 
rest, and one carbuncle, of tender age and gentle dyes, 
diffused its mellow and moonlight influence over the 
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physiognomical scenery; bis forehead was high and bald, 
and the few locks which still rose above it were care- 
fully and gracefully curled a rantiqtie. Beneath a pair 
of gray, shaggy brows (which their noble owner had a 
strange habit of raising and depressing, according to the 
nature of his remarks) rolled two very small, piercing, 
arch, restless orbs, of a tender green; and the mouth, 
which was wide and thick-lipped, was expressive of 
great sensuality, and curved upwards in a perpetual 
smile. 

Such was Lord Guloseton. To my surprise no other 
guest but myself appeared. 

"A new friend," said he, as we descended into the 
dining-room, ** is like a new dish, — one must have him 
all to one's self, thoroughly to enjoy and rightly to 
understand him." 

"A noble precept," said I, with enthusiasm. "Of 
all vices, indiscriminate hospitality is the most perni- 
cious. It allows neither conversation nor dinner, and, 
realizing the mythological fable of Tantalus, gives us 
starvation in- the midst of plenty." 

" You are right," said Guloseton, solemnly; " I never 
ask above six persons to dinner, and I never dine out: 
for a bad dinner, Mr. Pelham, a bad dinner is the most 
serious, — I may add, the most serious calamity. " 

"Yes," I replied; " for it carries with it no consola- 
tion. A buried friend may be replaced; a lost mistress 
renewed; a slandered character be recovered; even a 
broken constitution restored, — but a dinner once lost is 
irremediable ; that day is forever departed. An appetite 
once thrown away can never, till the cruel prolixity of 
the gastric agents is over, be regained. *E y a tant de 
mattresses j^ says the admirable Gomeille, ^U fi?y a 
qu^un diner. ' " 
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*' Yon speak like an oracle, — like the Cook^s Oracle^ 
Mr. Pelham; may I send yon some sonp, it is a ^ 
Carmelite? Bnt what are yon about to do with that 
caset" 

" It contains/' said I, " my spoon, my knife, and my 
fork. Nature afflicted me with a propensity which, 
through these machines, I have endeavored to remedy 
by art. I eat with too great a rapidity. It is a most 
unhappy failing; for one often hurries over in one 
minute what ought to have afforded the fullest delight 
for the period of five. It is, indeed, a vice which 
deadens enjoyment, as well as abbreviates it; it is a 
shameful waste of the gifts, and a melancholy perver- 
sion of the bounty, of Providence. My conscience tor- 
mented me; but the habit, fatally indulged in early 
childhood, was not easy to overcome. At last I re- 
solved to construct a spoon of peculiarly shallow dimen- 
sions, a fork so small, that it could only raise a certain 
portion to my mouth, and a knife rendered blunt and 
jagged so that it required a proper and just time to carve 
the goods ^ the gods provide me. ' My lord, ' the lovely 
Thais sits beside me ' in the form of a bottle of Madeira. 
Suffer me to take wine with you 1 " 

** With pleasure, my good friend ; let ns drink to the 
memory of the Carmelites, to whom we are indebted for 
this inimitable soup. " 

''Yes!" I cried. ''Let us for once shake off the 
prejudices of sectarian faith, and do justice to one order 
of those incomparable men, who, retiring from the cares 
of an idle and sinful world, gave themselves with un- 
divided zeal and attention to the theory and practice of 
the profound science of gastronomy. It is reserved for 
us to pay a grateful tribute of memory to those exalted 
recluses, who, through a long period of barbarism and 
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darkness, preserved in the solitude of their cloisters 
whatever of Eoman luxury and classic dainties have 
come down to this later age. We will drink to the 
Carmelites as a sect, but we will drink also to the monks 
as a body. Had we lived in those days, we had been 
monks ourselves! " 

**It is singular," answered Lord Guloseton — "by 
the by, what think you of this turbot? — to trace the 
history of the kitchen; it affords the greatest scope to 
the philosopher and the moralist. The ancients seemed 
to have been more mental, more imaginative, than we 
are, in their dishes -, they fed their bodies as well as 
their minds upon delusion : for instance, they esteemed 
beyond all price the tongues of nightingales, because 
they tasted the very music of the birds in the organs of 
their utterance. That is what I call the poetry of 
gastronomy ! " 

** Yes," said I, with a sigh, "they certainly had, in 
some respects, the advantage over us. Who can pore 
over the suppers of Apicius without the fondest regret! 
The venerable Ude * implies that the study has not pro- 
gressed. 'Cookery,' he says, in the first part of his 
. work, * possesses but few innovators. ' " 

" It is with the greatest diffidence," said Guloseton, 
his mouth full of truth and turbot, " that we may dare 
to differ from so great an authority. Indeed, so high is 
my veneration for that wise man, that if all the evidence 
of my sense and reason were on one side, and the dictum 
of the great Ude upon the other, I should be inclined — 
I think, I should be determined — to relinquish the 
former, and adopt the latter."* 

" Bravo, Lord Guloseton," cried I, warmly. " * Qu'un 

1 Qn. The venerable Bede l — Printer's DeviL 

* See the speech of Mr. Brougham in honor of Mr. Fox 
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cuisinier est un martel divin I * Why ahould we not lie 
proud of our knowledge in cookeiy ? It is the aoul of 
festivity at all times, and to all ages. How many mar- 
riages have been the consequence of meeting at dinner? 
How much good fortune has been the result of a good 
supper ? At what moment of our existence are we hap- 
pier than at table? There hatred and animosity are 
lulled to sleep, and pleasure alone reigns. Here the 
cook, by his skill and attention, anticipates our wishes 
in the happiest selection of the best dishes and decora- 
tions. Here our wants are satisfied, our minds and 
bodies invigorated, and ourselves qualified for the high 
delights of love, music, poetry, dancing, and other 
pleasures; and is he, whose talents have produced these 
happy effects, to rank no higher in the scale of man than 
a common servant) ^ 

" * Yes,' cries the venerable professor himself, in a vir- 
tuous and prophetic paroxysm of indignant merit, — 'yes, 
my disciples, if you adopt, and attend to the rules I 
have laid down, the self-love of mankind will con- 
sent at last, that cookery shall rank in the class of 
the sciences, and its . professors deserve the name of 
artists!'"* 

"My dear, dear sir,** exclaimed Guloseton, with a 
kindred glow, ** I discover in you a spirit similar to my 
own. Let us drink long life to the venerable Ude I " 

" I pledge you, with all my soul," said I, filling my 
glass to the brim. 

** What a pity,'* rejoined Guloseton, " that Ude, whose 
prdctical science was so perfect, should ever have writ- 
ten, or suffered others to write, the work published under 
his name; true it is, that the opening part, which you 
have so feelingly recited, is composed with a grace, a 
^ Ude, verbatim. * lUd. 
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charm beyond the reach of art; but the inBtructions are 
Tapid, and frequently so erroneous as to make us suspect 
fheir authenticity ; but, after all, cooking is not capable 
of becoming a written science, — it is the philosophy of 
practice I" 

"Ah I by Lucullus,'' exclaimed I, interrupting my 
host, "what a visionary hicJiamelle ! Oh, the inimi- 
table sauce; these chickens are indeed worthy of the 
honor of being dressed. Never, my lord, as long as you 
live, eat a chicken in the country; excuse a pim, you 
will have foul fare. 

' J'ai toujouTs redout^ la volaille perfide, 
Qui brave les efforts d'lme dent intr6pide. 
Souvent, par on ami dans sea champs entrain^, 
J'ai reconnu le soir le coq infortun^ 
Qui m'avait le matin k Taurore naissante 
R^veill6 brusqaement de sa voix glapiasante; 
Je Pavais admir^ dans le sein de la cour ; 
Avec dee yeuz jalouz, j'avais vn son amour. 
H^las ! le malheureux, abjurant sa tendrease, 
Exei^t au souper sa fureur vengeresse.' ^ 

' Pardon the prolixity of my quotation for the sake of 
its value." 

"I do, I do," answered Guloseton, laughing at the 
htmior of the lines: till, suddenly checking himself, he 

1 Ever I dread (when duped a day to spend 
At his snag villa, by some fatal friend) 
Grim chanticleer, whoae breast, devoid of mth, 
Braves the stout effort of the desperate tooth. 
Oft have I recognized at eve, the bird 
Whose morning notes my ear prophetic heard. 
Whose tender conrtship won mj pained regard. 
Amidst the plumed seraglio of the yard. 
Tender no more, — behold him in your plate, — 
And know, while eating, you avenge his fate. 
VOL. I. — 21 
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said, " We must be grave, Mr. Pelbam, it will never 
do to laugh. What would become of our digestions! " 

** True/' said I, relapsing into seriousness; "and if 
you will allow me one more quotation, you will see what 
my author adds with regard to any abrupt interruption. 

' D^fendez que personne, au milieu d'lm banquet, 
Ne vous vienne donner un avis indiscret ; 
Ecartez ce fdcheux qui vers vous s'achemine ; 
Rien ne doit d^ranger Thonnete homme qui dine.' * ^ 

** Admirable advice," said Guloseton, toying with a 
filet mignon de poiUet, ** Do you remember an example 
in the Bailly of Suffren, who, being in India, was waited 
upon by a deputation of natives while he was at dinner. 
'Tell them,' said he, 'that the Christian religion per- 
emptorily forbids every Christian, while at table, to 
occupy himself with any earthly subject, except the 
function of eating. ' The deputation retired in the pro- 
foundest respect at the exceeding devotion of the French 
general." 

" Well," said I, after we had chuckled gravely and 
quietly, with the care of our digestion before us, for a 
few minutes, — ** well, however good the invention was, 
the idea is not entirely new; for the Greeks esteemed 
eating and drinking plentifully, a sort of offering to 
the gods; and Aristotle explains the very word, Oocvai, 
or feasts, by an etymological exposition, ' t?iat it wtu 
thought a duty to the gods to be drunk; ' no bad idea of 
our classical patterns of antiquity. Polypheme, too, in 
the Cyclops of Euripides, no doubt a very sound theolo- 

^ At meals no access to the indiscreet; 
All are intrnders on the wise who eat 
In that blest hour, yonr bore 's the veriest sinner ! 
Nought most disturb a man of worth — at dinner. 
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gian, says his stomach is his only deity ; and Xenophon 
tells us, that as the Athenians exceeded all other people 
in the numher of their gods, so they exceeded them also 
in the number of their feasts. May I send your lord- 
ship a quail ? " 

** Pelham, my boy," said Guloseton, whose eyes began 
to roll and twinkle with a brilliancy suited to the vari- 
ous liquids which ministered to their rejoicing orbs; " I 
love you for your classics. Polypheme was a wise fel- 
low, a very wise fellow, and it was a terrible shame 
in Ulysses to put out his eye! No wonder that the 
ingenious savage made a deity of his stomach ; to what 
known visible source, on this earth, was he indebted for 
a keener enjoyment, — a more rapturous and a more con- 
stant delight f No wonder he honored it with his grati* 
tude, and supplied it with his peace-offerings: let us 
imitate so great an example ; let us make our digestive 
receptacles a temple, to which we will consecrate the 
choicest goods we possess ; let us conceive no pecuniary 
sacrifice too great, which procures for our altar an accept- 
able gift; let us deem it an impiety to hesitate, if a 
sauce seems extravagant or an ortolan too dear ; and let 
our last act in this sublunary existence be a solemn fes- 
tival in honor of our unceasing benefactor I " 

** Amen to your creed I " said T : " edibilatory epi- 
curism holds the key to all morality ; for do we not see 
now how sinful it is to yield to an obscene and exag- 
gerated intemperance ? — would it not be to the last de- 
gree ungrateful to the great source of our enjoyment, to 
overload it with a weight which would oppress it with 
languor, or harass it with pain; and finally to drench 
away the effects of our impiety with some nauseous 
potation which revolts it, tortures it, convulses, irri- 
tates, enfeebles it, through every particle of its system! 
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How wrong in us to give way to anger, jealousy, leyenge, 
or any evil passion; for does not all that aflfects the mind 
operate also upon the stomach ; and how can we he so 
vicious, so ohdurate, as to forget, for a momentary in- 
dulgence, our deht to what you have so justly designated 
our perpetual henefactor ? " 

** Right," said Lord Guloseton, "^ a humper to the 
morality of the stomach. ** 

The dessert was now on the tahle. ^ I have dined 
well," said Guloseton, stretching his legs with an air of 
supreme satisfaction ; " hut — " igid here my philosopher 
sighed deeply — "we cannot dine again till to-morrow / 
Happy, happy, happy common people, who can eat 
supper! Would to Heaven that I might have one hoon, 
perpetual appetite, — a digestive Houri which renewed 
its virginity every time it was touched. Alas ! for the 
instahility of human enjoyment. But now that we have 
no immediate hope to anticipate, let us cultivate the 
pleasures of memory. What thought you of the veau it 
la Dauphine ? " 

** Pardon me if I hesitate at giving my opinion till I 
have corrected my judgment hy yours." 

''Why, then, I own I was somewhat displeased — 
disappointed, as it were — with that dish; the fact is, 
veal ought to be killed in its very first infancy; they 
suffer it to grow to too great an age. It becomes a sort 
of hobbledehoy^ and possesses nothing of veal but its 
insipidity, or of beef but its toughness." 

"Yes," said I, ''it is only in their veal that the 
French surpass us; their other meats want the ruby 

juices and elastic freshness of ours. Monsieur L 

allowed this truth, with a candor worthy of his vast 
mind. Man Dieu! what claret! — what a body! and, 
let me add, what a aovl beneath it! Who would drink 
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wine like this! it is only made to taste. It is the first 
love, — too pure for the eagerness of enjoyment; the 
rapture it inspires is in a touch, a kisd. It is a pity, 
my lord, that we do not serve perfumes at dessert; it is 
their appropriate place. In confectionery (delicate in- 
vention of the Sylphs) we imitate the forms of the rose 
and the jasmine; why not their odors tool What is 
nature without its scents! — and as long as they are ab- 
sent from our desserts, it is in vain that the bard 
exclaimsi — 

< L'obeervateur de la belle Nature, 
S'extasie en voyant des fleuis en confiture.' " 

* It is an exquisite idea of youis,'* said Guloseton, ~- 
" and the next time you dine here we will have perfumea. 
Dinner ought to be a reunion of all the senses, — 

' Gladness to the ear, nerve, hearty and sense/ " 

There was a momentary pause. * My lord," said I, 
" what a lusty lusciousness in this peart it is like the 
style of the old English poets. What think you of the 
seeming good understanding between Mr. Oaskell and 
the Whigs 1" 

"I trouble myself little about it,*' replied Guloseton, 
helping himself to some preserves; "politics disturb 
the digestion." 

" Well," thought I, " I must ascertain some point in 
this man's character easier to handle than his epicurism ; 
all men are vain : let us find out the peculiar vanity of 
mine host. 

"The ultra-Tories," said I, "seem to think them- 
selves exceedingly secure; they attach no importance 
to the neutral members; it was but the other day Lord 
told me that he did not care a straw for Mr. , 
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notwithstanding he possessed four votes. Heard you 
ever such arrogance f" 

••No, indeed," said Guloseton, with a lazy air of 
indiflFerence ; " are you a favorer of the olive 1 " 

** No," said I, " I love it not; it hath an under taste 
of sourness, and an upper of oil, which do not make 
harmony to my palate. But, as I was saying, the 
Whigs, on the contrary, pay the utmost deference to 
their partisans; and a man of fortune, rank, and parlia- 
mentary influence, might have all the power, without 
the trouble of a leader." 

** Very likely," said Guloseton, drowsily. 

*I must change my battery," thought I; but while 
I was meditating a new attack, the following note was 
brought me: — 

For Heaven's Rake, Pelham, come out to me : I am waiting 
in the street to see you ; come directly, or it will be too late 
to render me the service I would ask of you. 

R. Glanville. 

I rose instantly. " You must excuse me. Lord Gulo- 
seton, I am called suddenly away." 

"Hal ha!" laughed the gourmand; "some tempting 
viand, — 'post prandia CcUlirhoe ! " 

" My good lord," said I, not heeding his insinuation, 
" I leave you with the greatest regret. " 

" And I part from you with the same ; it is a real 
pleasure to see. such a person at dinner." 

** Adieu ! my host, — je vais vivre et manger em sage. " 
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CHAPTER LIX. 

I do defy him, and I spit at him, 

Call him a slanderooB coward and a villain — 

Which to maintain I will allow him odds. — Shakxbfbjlbs. 

I FOUND Glanyille walking before the door with a rapid 
and uneven step. 

** Thank Heaven! ** he said, when he saw me ; '^ I have 
been twice to Mivart's to find you. The second time, I 
saw your servant, who told me where you were gone. I 
knew you well enough to be sure of your kindness. " 

Olanville broke off abruptly ; and after a short pause 
said, with a quick, low, hurried tone, ^ The office I 
wish you to take upon yourself is this : go immediately 
to Sir John Tyrrell, with a challenge from me. Ever 
since I last saw you, I have been hunting out that man, 
and in vain. He had then left town. He returned this 
evening, and quits it to-morrow^ you have no time to 
lose." 

" My dear Glanville," said I, " I have no wish to learn 
any secret you would conceal from me ; but forgive me 
if I ask some further instructions than those you have 
afforded me. Upon what plea am I to call out Sir John 
Tyrrell ; and what answer am I to give to any excuses 
he may make V* 

* I have anticipated your reply," said Glanville, with 
ill -subdued impatience ; " you have only to give this 
paper; it will prevent all discussion. Bead it) I have 
left it unsealed for that purpose. " 
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I cast my eyes over the lines Glanville thrust into my 
hand ; they ran thus : — 

The time has at length come for me to demand the atone- 
ment so long delayed. The bearer of this, who is probably 
known to you, will arrange, with any person you may appoint^ 
the hour and place of our meeting. He is unacquainted with 
the grounds of my com plaint ^against you, but he b satisfied of 
my honor ; your second will, 1 presume, be the same with re- 
spect to yours. It is for me only to question the latter, and to 
declare you solemnly to be void alike of principle and courage, 
a villain, and a poltroon. 

Reginald Glanville. 

* You are my earliest friend," said I, when I had 
read this soothing episMe; " and I will not flinch from 
the place you assign me; but I tell you fairly and 
frankly, that I would sooner cut off my right hand than 
suffer it to give this note to Sir John Tyrrell." 

Glanville made no answer; we walked on till, sud- 
denly stopping, he said, " My carriage is at the comer of 
the street ; you must go instantly. Tyrrell lodges at the 
Clarendon; you will find me at home on your return." 

I pressed his hand and hurried on my mission. It 
was, I own, one peculiarly unwelcome and displeasing. 
In the first place, I did not love to be made a party in 
a business of the nature of which I was so profoundly 
ignorant. Secondly, if the affair terminated fatally, the 
world would not lightly condemn me for conveying to a 
gentleman of birth and fortune a letter so insulting, and 
for ^causes of which I was so ignorant. Again, too, 
Glanville was more dear to me than any one, judging 
only of my external character, would suppose; and, con- 
stitutionally indifferent as I am to danger for myself, I 
tremhled like a woman at the peril I was instrumental 
in bringing upon him. But what weighed upon me far 
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more than any of these reflections, was the lecollection 
of Ellen. Should her brother fall in un engagement in 
which I was his supposed adviser, with what success 
could I hope for those feelings from her which at pres- 
ent constituted the tenderest and the brightest of my 
hopes) In the midst of these disagreeable ideas the 
carriage stopped at the door of Tyrrell's hotel. 

The waiter said Sir John was in the cofifee-room; 
thither I immediately marched. Seated in the box 
nearest the fire sat Tyrrell and two men of that old- 
fashioned rou^ set, whose members indulged in de- 
bauchery as if it were an attribute of manliness, and 
esteemed it, as long as it were hearty and English, 
rather a virtue to boast of, than a vice to disown. 
Tyrrell nodded to me familiarly as I approached him; 
and I saw, by the half -emptied bottles before him, and 
the flush of his sallow countenance, that he had not been 
sparing of his libations. I whispered that I wished to 
speak to him on a subject of great importance; he rose 
with much reluctance, and, after swallowing a large tum- 
blerful of port wine to fortify him for the task, he led 
the way to a small room, where he seated himself, and 
asked me, with his usual mixture of bluntness and 
good-breeding, the nature of my business. I made him 
no reply. I contented myself with placing Glanville's 
bUlet'doux in his hand. The room was dimly lighted 
with a single candle, and the small and capricious fire, 
near which the gambler was seated, threw' its upward 
light, by starts and intervals, over the strong features 
and deep lines of his countenance. It would have been 
a study worthy of Bembrandt. 

I drew my chair near him, and, half shading my eyes 
with my hand, sat down in silence to mark the effect 
the letter would produce. Tyrrell (I imagine) was a 
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man originally of hardy nerves, and had been thrown 
much into the various situations of life where the dis- 
guise of all outward emotion is easily and insensibly 
taught; but whether his frame had been shattered by 
his excesses, or that the insulting language of the note 
touched him to the quick, he seemed perfectly unable 
to govern his feelings; the lines were written hastily, 
and the light, as I said before, was faint and imper- 
fect, and he was forced to pause over each word as he 
proceeded, so that ''the iron" had full time to "enter 
into his soul.'' 

Passion, however, developed itself differently in him 
than in Glanville: in the latter it was a rapid transi- 
tion of powerful feelings, — one angry wave dashing 
over another ; it was the passion of a strong and keenly 
susceptible mind, to which every sting was a dagger, 
and which used the force of a giant to dash away the 
insect which attacked it. In Tyrrell, it was passion 
acting on a callous mind, but a broken frame : his hand 
trembled violently ; his voice faltered ; he could scarcely 
command the muscles which enabled him to speak ; but 
there was no fiery start, no indignant burst, no flashing 
forth of the soul , — in him it was the body overcoming 
and paralyzing tho mind; in Glanville it was the mind 
governing and convulsing the body. 

" Mr. Pelham," he said at last, after a few pre- 
liminary efforts to clear his voice, " this note requires 
some consideration. I know not at present whom to 
appoint as my second; will you call upon me early 
to-morrow ? " 

" I am sorry," said I, " that my sole instructions were 
to get an immediate answer from you. Surely either of 
the gentlemen I saw with you would officiate as your 
second r' 
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Tyrrell made no reply for some moments. He was 
endeavoring to compose himself, and in some measure 
he succeeded. He raised his head with a haughty air 
of defiance, and tearing the paper deliberately, though 
still with uncertain and trembling fingers, he stamped 
his foot upon the atoms. 

"Tell your principal," said he, "that I retort upon 
him the foul and false words he has uttered against me ; 
that I trample upon his assertions with the same scorn 
I feel towards himself^ and that before this hour to- 
morrow I will confront him to death as through life. 
For the rest, Mr. Pelham, I cannot name my second till 
the morning; leave me your address, and you shall hear 
from me before you are stirring. Have you anything 
farther with me?" 

" Nothing," said I, laying my card on the table. * I 
have fulfilled the most ungrateful charge ever intrusted 
to me. I wish you good-night." 

I re-entered the carriage, and drove to Glanville's. 
I broke into the room rather abruptly; Glanville was 
leaning on the table, and gazing intently on a small 
miniature. A pistol-case lay beside him: one of the 
pistols in order for use, and the other still unarranged. 
The room was, as usual, covered with books and papers, 
and on the costly cushions of the ottoman lay the large, 
black dog, which I remembered well as his companion 
of yore, and which he kept with him constantly, as the 
only thing in the world whose society he could at all 
times bear; the animal lay curled up, with its quick, 
black eye fixed watchfully upon its master, and directly 
I entered, it uttered, though without moving, a low, 
warning growl 

OlanviUe looked up, and in some confusion thrust 
the picture into a drawer of the table, and asked me 
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my news. I told bim word for woid what had passed. 
Glanville set his teeth, and clenched his hand firmly: 
and then, as if his anger was at once appeased, he sud - 
denly changed the subject and tone of our conversation. 
He spoke with great cheerfulness and humor on the 
various topics of the day, touched upon politics, 
laughed at Lord Guloseton, and seemed as indifferent 
and unconscious of the event of the morrow as my 
peculiar constitution would have rendered myself. 

When I rose to depart, for I bad too great an interest 
in him to feel much for the subjects he conversed on, he 
said, ** I shall write one line to my mother, and another 
to my poor sister; you will deliver them if I fall, for 
I have sworn that one of us shall not quit the ground 
alive. I shall be all impatience to know the hour yon 
will arrange with TyrrelPs second. Grod bless you. 
and farewell for the present." 
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CHAPTER LX. 

Charge, Chester, charge ! — Marmicn, 

Thongh this was one of the first mercantile transactions of my life, 
I had no donbt about acquitting myself with reputation. — 
Vkar of Wakefield. 

Thb next morning I was at breakfast when a packet waa 
brought me from Tyrrell; it contained a sealed letter 
to Glanville, and a brief note to myself. The letter I 
transcribe: — 

Mt dbar Sir, — The enclosed letter to Sir Reginald Glan- 
ville will explain my reasons for not keeping my pledge ; 
suffice it to state to you, that they are such as wholly to ex- 
onerate me, and fiiirly to satisfy Sir Reginald. It will be 
useless to call upon me ; I leave town before you will receive 
this. Respect for myself obliges me to add that, although 
there are circumstances to forbid my meeting Sir Reginald 
Glanville, there are none to prevent my demanding satisfac- 
tion of any one, whoever he may be^ who shall deem himself 
authorized to call my motives into question. I have the 
honor, etc. 

John Ttrbbll. 

It was not till I had thrice read this letter that 
I could credit its contents. From all I had seen of 
Tyrrell's character, I had no reason to suspect him to 
be less courageous than the generality of worldly men. 
And yet, when I considered the violent language of 
Glanville's letter, and Tyrrell's apparent resolution the 
night before, I scarcely knew to what more honorable 
motive than the want of courage to attribute his con- 
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duct. However, I lost no time in despatching the 
whole packet to Glanville, with a few lines from my- 
self, saying I should call in an hour. 

When I fulfilled this promise, Glanville's servant 
told me his master had gone out immediately on read- 
ing the letters I had sent, and had merely left word 
that he should not return home the whole day. That 
night he was to have brought an important motion 
before the House. A message from him, pleading 
sudden and alarming illness, devolved this duty upon 
another member of his party. Lord Dawton was in 
despair; the motion was lost by a great majority; the 
papers, the whole of that week, were filled with the 
most triumphant abuse and ridicule of the Whigs. 
Never was that unhappy and persecuted party reduced 
to so low an ebb; never did there seem a fainter prob- 
ability of their coming into power. They appeared 
almost annihilated, — a mere fuyminis umbra. 

On the eighth day from Glanville's disappearance, a 
sudden event in the cabinet threw the whole country 
into confusion; the Tories trembled to the very soles 
of their easy slippers of sinecure and office ; the eyes of 
the public were turned to the Whigs, and chance seemed 
to effect in an instant that change in their favor which 
all their toil, trouble, eloquence, and art, had been 
unable for so many years to render even a remote 
probability. 

But there was a strong though secret party in the 
state that, concealed under a general name, worked 
only for a private end, and made a progress in number 
and respectability, not the less sure for being but little 
suspected. Foremost among the leaders of this party 
was Lord Vincent. Dawton, who regarded them with 
fear and jealousy, considered the struggle rather between 
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ihem and himself, than any longer between himself and 
the Tories; and strove, while it was yet time, to rein- 
force himself by a body of allies, which, should the con- 
test really take place, might be certain of giving him 
the superiority. The Marquess of Chester was among 
the most powerful of the neutral noblemen; it was 
of the greatest importance to gain him to the cause. 
He was a sturdy, sporting, independent man, who lived 
chiefly in the country, and turned his ambition rather 
towards promoting the excellence of quadrupeds, than 
the bad passions of men. To this personage Lord Daw- 
ton implored me to be the bearer of a letter, and to aid, 
with all the dexterity in my power, the purpose it was 
intended to effect. It was the most consequential mis- 
sion yet intrusted to me, and I felt eager to turn my 
diplomatic energies to so good an account. Accord- 
ingly, one bright morning I wrapped myself carefully 
in my cloak, placed my invaluable person safely in my 
carriage, and set off to Chester Park, in the county of 
Suffolk. 
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CHAPTER LXL 
Hinc canibna Uandls rabies Tenit — Viro. Gtorg. 

I SHOULD have mentioned, that the day after I sent to 
Glanville Tyrrell's communication, I received a short 
and hurried note from the former, saying that he had 
left London in pursuit of Tyrrell, and that he would 
not rest till he had brought him to account. In the 
hurry of the public events in which I had been of late 
so actively engaged,, my mind had not had leisure to 
dwell much upon Glanville ; but when I was alone in 
my carriage, that singular being, and the mystery which 
attended him, forced themselves upon my reflection, in 
spite of all the importance of my mission. 

I was leaning back in my carriage, at (I think) Ware, 
while they were changing horses, when a voice, strongly 
associated with my meditations, struck upon my ear. I 
looked out, and saw Thornton standing in the yard, 
attired with all his original smartness of boot and 
breeches; he was employed in smoking a cigar, sip- 
ping brandy-and-water, and exercising his conversa- 
tional talents in a mixture of slang and jockeyism, 
addressed to two or three men of his own rank of life, 
and seemingly his companions. His brisk eye soon dis- 
covered me, and he swaggered to the carriage door with 
that ineffable assurance of manner which was so pecul- 
iarly his own. 

''Ah, ah, Mr. Pelham," said he, "going to New- 
market, I suppose ? Bound there myself, — like to be 
found among my betters. Ha, ha, — excuse a pun: 
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what odds on the favorite f What, you won't bet, 
Mr. Pelham? close and sly at present; well, the silent 
sow sups up all the broth, — eh! " 

" I 'm not going to Newmarket," I replied; " I never 
attend races." 

" Indeed! " answered Thornton. " Well, if I was as 
rich as you, I would soon make or spend a fortune on 
the course. Seen Sir John Tyrrelll No! He is to 
he there. Nothing can cure him of gambling, — what 's 
bred in the bone, etc. Good-day, Mr. Pel ham; won't 
keep you any longer, — sharp shower coming on. * The 
devil will soon be basting his wife with a leg of mut- 
ton,' as the proverb says. Servant, Mr. Pelham." 

And at these words my post-boy started, and released 
me from my bete noire. I spare my reader an account 
of my miscellaneous reflections on Thornton, Dawton, 
Vincent, politics, Glanville, and Ellen ^ and will land 
him, without further delay, at Chester Park. 

I was ushered through a large oak hall of the reign of 
James I. , into a room strongly resembling the principal 
apartment of a club; two or three round tables were 
covered with newspapers, journals, racing calendars, etc. 
An enormous fireplace was crowded with men of all 
ages, — I had almost said of all ranks; but however 
various they might appear in their mien and attire, 
they were wholly of the patrician order. One thing, 
however, in this room, belied its likeness to the apart- 
ment of a club, — namely, a number of dogs, that lay 
in scattered groups upon the floor. Before the windows 
were several horses, in body-cloths, led to exercise upon 
a plain in the park, levelled as smooth as a bowling- 
green at Putney; and, stationed at an oriel window, in 
earnest attention to the scene without, were two men, — 
the tallest of these was Lord Chester. There was a 
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stiffness and inelegance in his addiess which prepos- 
sessed me strongly against him. ^ Les manures que Pon 
fUglige comme de petites choseSy sant souvent ee qui fait 
que Us homines decident de vous en bien ou en mal.'* > 

I had long since, when I was at the University, been 
introduced to Lord Chester; but I had quite forgotten 
his person, and he the very circumstance. I said, in a 
low tone, that I was the bearer of a letter of some im- 
portance from our mutual friend, Lord Dawton, and 
that I should request the honor of a private interview 
at Lord Chester's first convenience. 

His lordship bowed, with an odd mixture of the 
civility of a jockey and the hauteur of a head groom 
of the stud, and led the way to a small apartment, 
which I afterwards discovered he called his own. (I 
never could make out, by the way, why in England the 
very worst room in the house is always appropriated to 
the master of it, and dignified by the appellation of " the 
gentleman's own.") I gave the Newmarket grandee the 
letter intended for him, and, quietly seating myself, 
awaited the result. 

He read it through slowly and silently, and then, 
taking out a huge pocket-book, full of racing bets, 
horses' ages, jockey opinions, and such like memo- 
randa, he placed it with much solemnity among this 
dignified company, and said, with a cold, but would- 
be courteous air: " My friend, Lord Dawton, says you 
are entirely in his confidence, Mr. Felham. I hope 
you will honor me with your company at Chester Park 
for two or three days, during which time I shall have 
leisure to reply to Lord Dawton's letter. Will you 
take some refreshment?" 

1 The manneis which one neglects as trifles, are often prediely 
that by which men decide on yon fovorably or the reyeiae. 
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I answered the first sentence in the affirmative, and 
the latter in the negative ; and Lord Chester, thinking 
it perfectly unnecessary to trouble himself with any 
further questions or remarks which the whole jockey 
club might not hear, took me hack into the room we 
had quitted, and left me to find, or make, whatever 
acquaintance I could. Pampered and spoiled as I was 
in the most difficult circles of London, I was beyond 
measure indignant at the cavalier demeanor of this 
rustic thane, who, despite his marquisate and his 
acres, was not less below me in the aristocracy of 
ancient birth, than in that of cultivated intellect I 
looked round the room, and did not recognize a being 
of my acquaintance. I seemed literally thrown into a 
new world; the very language in which the conversa- 
tion was held, sounded strange to my ear. I had always 
transgressed my general rule of knowing all men in all 
grades, in the single respect of sporting characters; 
they were a species of bipeds that I would never recog- 
nize as belonging to the human race. Alas! I now 
found the bitter effects of not following my usual 
maxims. It is a dangerous thing to encourage too 
great a disdain of one's inferiors; pride must have a 
fall. 

After I had been a whole quarter of an hour in this 
strange place, my better genius came to my aid. Since I 
found no society among the two-legged brutes, I turned 
to the quadrupeds. At one comer of the room lay a 
black terrier of the true English breed ; at another was 
a short, sturdy, wiry one, of the Scotch. I soon formed 
a friendship with each of these canine Pelei (little 
bodies with great souls), and, then, by degrees alluring 
them from their retreat to the centre of the room, I 
fairly endeavored to set them by the ears. Thanks to 
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the national antipathy, I succeeded to my heart's oon* 
tent. The contest soon aroused the other individuals 
of the genus, — up they started from their repose, like 
Eoderic Dhu's merry men, and incontinently flocked to 
the scene of battle. The example became contagious. 
In a very few moments the whole room was a scene of 
uproarious confusion; the beasts yelled, and bit, and 
struggled with the most delectable ferocity. To add 
to the effect, the various owners of the dogs crowded 
round, — some to stimulate, others to appease, the fury 
of the combatants. At length, the conflict was assuaged. 
By dint of blows, and kicks, and remonstrances horn 
their dignified proprietors, the dogs slowly withdrew, 
— one with the loss of half an ear, another with a 
mouth increased by one-half of its natural dimensions, 
and, in short, every one of the combatants with some 
token of the severity of the conflict. I did not wait 
for the thunderstorm I foresaw in the inquiry as to the 
origin of the war; I rose with a nonchalant yawn of 
ennuiy marched out of the apartment, called a servant, 
demanded my own room, repaired to it, and immersed 
the internal faculties of my head in Mignet's * History 
of the Revolution," while Bedos busied himself in its 
outward embellishment 
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CHAPTER LXIL 

Noster IndoB spectayent vaaSk, 
Lnserat in campo, Fortanas fllioB. oinn6& — Hob. 

I DID not leave my room till the first dinner-bell had 
ceased a sufficient time to allow me the pleasing hope 
that I should have but a few moments to wait in the 
drawing-room, previously to the grand epoch and cere- 
mony of a European day. The manner most natural to 
me is one rather open and easy; but I pique myself 
peculiarly upon a certain (though occasional) air which 
keeps impertinence aloof. This day I assumed a double 
quantum of dignity, in entering a room which I well 
knew would not be filled with my admirers ; there were 
a few women round Lady Chester, and, as I always feel 
reassured by a sight of the dear sex, I walked towards 
them. 

Judge of my delight when I discovered amongst the 
group Lady Harriet Garrett. It is true that I had no 
particular predilection for that lady ; but the sight of a 
negress I had seen before I should have hailed with rap- 
ture in so desolate and inhospitable a place. If my 
pleasure at seeing Lady Harriet was great, hers seemed 
equally so at receiving my salutation. She asked me if 
I knew Lady Chester ; and on my negative reply imme- 
diately introduced me to that personage. I now found 
myself quite at home; my spirits rose, and I exerted 
every nerve to be as charming as possible. In youth, to 
endeavor is to succeed* 
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I gave a most animated account of the canine battle, 
intenspersed with various sarcasnus on the owners of the 
combatants, which were by no means ill-received either 
by the marchioness or her companions; and, in &ct, 
when the dinner was announced, they all rose in a mirth 
sufficiently unrestrained to be anything but patrician. 
For my part, I offered my arm to Lady Harriet, and paid 
her as many compliments on crossing the suite that led 
to the dining-room, as would have turned a much wiser 
head than her ladyship's. 

The dinner went off agreeably enough as long as the 
women stayed, but the moment they quitted the room 
I experienced exactly the same feeling known unto a 
mother's darling, left for the first time at that strange, 
cold, comfortless place ycleped a school. 

I was not, however, in a mood to suffer my flowers of 
oratory to blush unseen. Besides, it was absolutely ne- 
cessary that I should make a better impression upon my 
host. I leaned, therefore, across the table, and listened 
eagerly to the various conversations afloat^ at last I per- 
ceived on the opposite side Sir Lionel Grarrett, a person- 
age whom I had not before even inquired after, or 
thought of. He was busily and noisily employed in 
discussing the game laws. Thank Heaven, thought I, 
I shall be on firm ground there. The general interest 
of the subject, and the loudness with which it was de- 
bated, soon drew all the scattered conversation into one 
focus. 

" What! " said Sir Lionel, in a high voice, to a modest, 
shrinking youth, probably from Cambridge, who had 
supported the liberal side of the question, — "what I are 
our interests to be never consulted? Are we to have 
our only amusement taken away from us ? What do you 
imagine brings country gentlemen to their seats t Do 
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you not know, sir, the vast importance our residence at 
our country-houses is to the nation ? Destroy the game- 
laws, and you destroy our very existence as a people ! " 

" Now, " thought I, " it is my time. — Sir Lionel, " 
said I, speaking almost from one end of the tahle to the 
other, " I perfectly agree with your sentiments; I am en- 
tirely of opinion, — firsts that it is ahsolutely necessary 
for the safety of the nation that game should he pre- 
served; secondly, that if you take away game, you take 
away country gentlemen. No two propositions can be 
clearer than these; but I do differ from you with respect 
to the intended alterations. Let us put wholly out of 
the question the interests of the poor people, or of 
society at large, — those are minor matters, not worthy 
of a moment's consideration; let us only see how fax our 
interests as sportsmen will be affected. I think by a very 
few words I can clearly prove to you that the proposed 
alterations will make us much better off than we are at 
present." 

I then entered shortly, yet fully enough, into the 
nature of the laws as they now stood, and as they were 
intended to be changed. I first spoke of the two great 
disadvantages of the present system to country gentle- 
men, — namely, in the number of poachers and the 
expense of preserving. Observing that I was generally 
and attentively listened to, I dwelt upon these two 
points with much pathetic energy; and having paused 
till 1 had got Sir Lionel and one or two of his suppor- 
ters to confess that it would be highly desirable that these 
defects should, if posstbley be remedied, I proceeded to 
show how, and in what manner, it was possible. I 
argued, that to effect this possibility was the exact ob- 
ject of the alterations suggested; I anticipated the objeo- 
tions; I answered them in the form of propositions as 
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clearly and concisely stated as possible; and as I spoke 
with great civility and conciliation, and put aside every 
appearance of care for any human being in the world 
who was not possessed of a qualification, I perceived at 
the conclusion of my harangue that I had made a very 
^vorable impression. That evening completed my tri- 
umph; for Lady Chester and Lady Harriet made so 
good a story of my adventure with the dogs, that the 
matter passed off as a famous joke, and I was soon consi- 
dered by the whole knot as a devilish amusing, good- 
natured, sensible fellow. So true is it that there is no sit- 
uation which a little tact cannot turn to our own account; 
manage yourself well, and you may manage all the 
world. 

As for Lord Chester, I soon won his heart by a few 
feats of horsemanship, and a few extempore inventions 
respecting the sagacity of dogs. Three days after my 
arrival we became inseparable; and I made such good 
use of my time, that in two more, he spoke to me of 
his friendship for Dawton and his wish for a dukedom. 
These motives it was easy enough to unite, and, at last, 
he promised me that his answer to my principal should 
be as acquiescent as I could desire; the morning after 
this promise commenced the great day at Newmarket. 

Our whole party were of course bound to the race- 
ground, and with great reluctance I was pressed into 
the service. We were not many miles distMit from the 
course, and Lord Chester mounted me on one of his 
horses. Our shortest way lay through rather an intricate 
series of cross-roads ; and as I was very little interested 
in the conversation of my companions, I paid more at- 
tention to the scenery we passed than is my customary 
wont; for I study nature rather in men than fields, and 
find no landscape afford such variety to the eye, and 
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such subject to the contemplation, as the inequalities of 
the human heart. 

But there were to be fearful circumstances hereafter 
to stamp forcibly upon my remembrance some traces 
of the scenery which now courted and arrested my view. 
The chief characteristics of the country were broad, 
dreary plains, diversified at times by dark plantations 
of fir and larch ; the road was rough and stony, and here 
and there a melancholy rivulet, swelled by the first rains 
of spring, crossed our path, and lost itself in the rank 
weeds of some inhospitable marsh. 

About six miles from Chester Park, to the left of the 
road, stood an old house with a new face; the brown, 
time-honored bricks, which composed the fabric, were 
strongly contrasted by large Venetian windows, newly 
inserted in frames of the most ostentatious white. A 
smarts green veranda, scarcely finished, ran along the 
low portico, and formed the termination to two thin 
rows of meagre and dwarfish sycamores, which did duty 
for an avenue, and were bounded on the roadside by a 
spruce, white gate, and a sprucer lodge, so moderate in 
its dimensions that it would scarcely have boiled a 
turnip! — if a lat had got into it, he might have ran 
away with it! The ground was dug in various places, 
as if for the purpose of further improvements; and 
here and there a sickly little tree was carefully hurdled 
round, and seemed pining its puny heart out at the 
confinement. 

In spite of all these well-judged and well-thriving 
graces of art^ there was such a comfortless and desolate 
appearance about the place, that it quite froze one to 
look at it; to be sure, a damp marsh on one side, and 
the skeleton rafters and beams of an old stable on the 
other, backed by a few dull and sulky-looking fir-trees. 
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might in some measoie create, or at least oonsideiaU^ 
add to the indescribable cheerlessness of the taut etir 
semble. While I was curiously sarveying the yaiious 
parts of this northern " JDUiceSy *' and marvelling at the 
choice of two crows who were slowly walking over the 
unwholesome ground, instead of making all possible use 
of the black wings with which Providence had gifted 
them, I perceived two men on horseback wind round 
from the back part of the buildiog, and proceed in a 
brisk trot down the avenue. We had not advanced 
many paces before they overtook us; the foremost of 
them turned round as he passed me, and pulling up his 
horse abruptly, discovered to my dismayed view the 
features of Mr. Thornton. Kotlung abashed by the 
slightness of my bow, or the grave stares of my lordly 
companions, who never forgot the dignity of their birth, 
in spite of the vulgarity of their tastes, Thornton in- 
stantly and familiarly aocosted me. 

** Told you so, Mr. Pelham, — silent mno^ etc Sure 
I should have the pleasure of seeing you, though you 
kept it so snug. Well, will you bet now ? No! Ah, 
you're a sly one. Staying here at that nice-looking 
house, — belongs to Dawson, an old friend of mine; 
shall be happy to introduce you ! ^ 

"Sir," said I, abruptly, "you are too good. Permit 
me to request that you will rejoin your friend Mr. 
Dawson." 

" Oh, " said the imperturbable Thornton, " it does not 
signify; he won't be afi^nted at my lagging a little. 
However," and here he caught my eye, which was 
assuming a sternness that perhaps little pleased him, — 
"however, as it gets late, and my mare is none of the 
best, I'll wish you good-morning." With these words 
Thornton put spurs to his horse and trotted off. 
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■ " Who the devil have you got there, Pelham 1 " said 
Lord Chester. 

" A person, " said I, " who picked me up at Paris, and 
insists on the right of * treasure trove ' to claim me in 
England. But will you let ,me ask, in my turn, whom 
that cheerful mansion we have just left belongs to 7 " 

** To a Mr. Dawson, whose father was a gentleman 
fanner who bred horses, a very respectable person, for I 
made one or two excellent bargains with him. The son 
was always on the turf, and contracted the worst of its 
habits. He bears but a very indiflferent character, and 
will probably become a complete black-leg. He married, 
a short time since, a woman of some fortune, and I sup- 
pose it is her taste which has so altered and modernized 
his house. Gome, gentlemen, we are on even ground, 
shaU we trot?" 

We proceeded but a few yards before we were again 
stopped by a precipitous ascent, and as Lord Chester 
was then earnestly engaged in praising his horse to one 
of the cavalcade, I had time to remark the spot. At 
the foot of the hill we were about slowly to ascend was 
a broad, unenclosed patch of waste land; a heron, flap- 
ping its enormous wings as it rose, directed my atten- 
tion to a pool overgrown with rushes, and half sheltered 
on one side by a decayed tree, which, if one might judge 
from the breadth and hoUowness of its trunk, had been 
a refuge to the wild bird, and a shelter to the wild cattle, 
at a time when such were the only intruders upon its 
hospitality, and when the country for miles and leagues 
round was honored by as little of man's care and culti- 
vation as was at present the rank waste which still 
nourished the gnarled and venerable roots of that single 
tree. There was something remarkably singular and 
grotesque in the shape and sinuosity of its naked and 
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spectral branches; two of exceeding length stretched 
themselves forth in the very semblance of arms held out 
in the attitude of supplication; and the bend of the 
trunk over the desolate pond, the form of the hoaij and 
blasted summit, and the hollow trunk half riven asunder 
in the shape of limbs, seemed to favor the gigantic decep- 
tion. You might have imagined it an antediluvian 
transformation, or a daughter of the Titan race, preserv- 
ing, in her metamorphosis, her attitude of entreaty to 
the merciless Olympian. 

This was the only tree visible ; for a turn of the road, 
and the unevenness of the ground, completely veiled the 
house we had passed, and the few low furs and syca- 
mores which made its only plantations. The sullen pool, 
its ghost-like guardian, the dreary heath around, the 
rude features of the country beyond, and the apparent 
absence of all human habitation, conspired to make a 
scene of the most dispiriting and striking desolation. I 
know not how to account for it^ but, as I gazed around 
in silence, the whole place appeared to grow over my 
mind, as one which I had seen, though dimly and 
drearily, as in a dream, before-; and a nameless and un- 
accountable presentiment of fear and evil sank like ice 
into my heart. We ascended the hill, and the rest of 
the road being of a kind better adapted to expedition, 
we mended our pace, and soon arrived at the goal of our 
journey. 

The race-ground had its customary complement of 
knaves and fools, — the dupers and the duped. Poor 
Lady Chester, who had proceeded to the ground by the 
high-road (for the way we had chosen was inaccessible 
to those who ride in chariots, and whose charioteers are 
set up in high places), was driving to and fro, the very 
picture of cold and discomfort; and a few solitary car- 
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riages which honored the course, looked as miserable as 
if they were witnessing the funeral of their owners' 
persons, rather than the peril of their characters and 
purses. 

As we rode along to the liotting-post, Sir John Tyrrell 
passed us; Lord Chester accosted him familiarly, and 
the baronet joined us. He had been an old votary of 
the turf in his young'^r days, and he still preserved all 
his ancient predilection in its favor. 

It seemed that Chester had not met him for many 
years, and after a short and characteristic conversation 
of "God bless me, how long since I saw you! — Grood 
horse you 're on — You look thin — Admirable condition 
— What have you been doing) — Grand action — A'n't 
we behindhand? — Famous fore-hand — Recollect old 
Queensbury 1 — Hot in the mouth — Grone to the devil — 
What are the oddsf " — Lord Chester asked Tyrrell to go 
home with us. The invitation was readily accepted. 

" With unpotence of will 
We wheel, though ghastly shadows interpose 
Bonnd us, and round each other." ^ 

Now, then, arose the noise, the clatter, the swearing, 
the lying, the perjury, the cheating, the crowd, the bus- 
tle, the hurry, the rush, the heat, the ardor, the impa- 
tiei^ce, the hope, the terror, the rapture, the agony of the 
RACE. The instant the first heat was over, one asked 
me one thing, one bellowed another; I fled to Lord 
Chester; he did not heed me. I took refuge with the 
marchioness; she was as sullen as an east wind could 
make her. Lady Harriet would talk 'of nothing but the 
horses; Sir Lionel would not talk at all. I was in the 
lowest pit of despondency, and the devils that kept me 
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there were as blue as Lady Chester's nose. Silent^ sad, 
sorrowful, and sulky, I rode away from the crowd, and 
moralized on its vicious propensities. One grows mar- 
vellously honest when the species of cheating before us 
is not suited to one's self. Fortunately, my better angel 
reminded me, that about the distance of three miles 
from the course lived an old college friend, blessed, since 
we had Aiet^ with a parsonage and a wife. I knew his 
tastes too well to imagine that any allurement of an 
equestrian nature could have seduced him from the 
ease of his library and the dignity of his books; and, 
hoping, therefore, that I should find him at home, 
I turned my horse's head in an opposite direction, and, 
rejoiced at the idea of my escape, bade adieu to the 
course. 

As I cantered across the far end of the heath, my horse 
started from an object upon the ground; it was a man 
wrapped from head to foot in a long horseman's doak, and 
so well guarded as to the face, from the raw inclemency 
of the day, that I could not catch even a glimpse of the 
features, through the hat and neck-shawl which concealed 
them. The head was turned, with apparent anxiety, 
towards the distant throng ; and imagining the man be- 
longing to the lower orders, with whom I am always 
familiar, I addressed to him, en passant, some trifling re- 
mark on the event of the race. He made no answer. 
There was something about him which induced me to 
look back several moments after I had left him behind. 
He had not moved an inch. There is such a certain un- 
comfortableness always occasioned to the mind by stillness 
and mystery united, that even the disguising garb and 
motionless silence of the man, innocent as I thought they 
must have been, impressed themselves disagreeably on 
my meditations as I rode briskly on. 
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It id my maxim neyer to be unpleasantly employed, 
even in thought, if I can help it; accordingly I changed 
the course of my reflection, and amused myself with 
wondering how matrimony and clerical dignity sat on the 
indolent c^oulders of my old acquaintance. 
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